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MILSTEIN JACKSON   
FAIRCHILD & WADE, LLP    
Gillian L. Wade, State Bar No. 229124 
gwade@mjfwlaw.com      
Sara D. Avila, State Bar No. 263213    
savila@mjfwlaw.com 
Marc A. Castaneda, State Bar No. 299001   
mcastaneda@mjfwlaw.com 
10250 Constellation Blvd., Suite 1400 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Tel: (310) 396-9600 
Fax: (310) 396-9635 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
and the Proposed Class 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

 

JAMES WEEKS, individually and on 
behalf of all others situated; 

Plaintiff,  
 
 
vs. 
 
 

HOME DEPOT U.S.A., INC., a 
Delaware corporation, and DOES 1 
through 100, inclusive, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 2:19-cv-6780 
 
 
CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 

 
 
1. Violations of the Consumer Legal 

Remedies Act, Cal. Civ. C. §§ 1750, et 
seq. 

 
2. Violations of Unfair Competition Law, 

‘Unfair’ and ‘Fraudulent’ Prongs,            
Cal. Bus. & Prof. C. §§ 17200, et seq.  
 

3. Violations of Unfair Competition Law, 
‘Unlawful’ Prong, Cal. Bus. & Prof. C. 
§§ 17200, et seq. 

 

// 

// 

// 
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CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 
 

 Plaintiff JAMES WEEKS (“Plaintiff”), by his undersigned counsel, on behalf 

of himself and all persons similarly situated, brings this Class Action Complaint 

against Defendant Home Depot U.S.A., Inc. (“Home Depot” or “Defendant”). 

Plaintiff alleges the following upon information and belief, except for those 

allegations that pertain to Plaintiff, which are based on Plaintiffs’ personal 

knowledge: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. Plaintiff, by and through undersigned counsel, brings this action both on 

his own behalf and on behalf of the Class defined below, comprised of all individuals 

similarly situated within the State of California, to redress the unlawful and deceptive 

practices employed by Home Depot in connection with its sale of the herbicide 

Roundup®, which contains the active ingredient glyphosate. Glyphosate is known to 

be a Class 2A herbicide, meaning it is probably carcinogenic to humans. 

2. Defendant markets, advertises, distributes and sells various formulations 

of Roundup® which Plaintiff maintains are defective, dangerous to human health, 

unfit and unsuitable to be marketed and sold in commerce without proper warnings 

and directions as to the dangers associated with its use. 

3. Defendant’s reckless, knowing, and/or willful omission of the 

carcinogenic and/or otherwise harmful components to Roundup® products constitutes 

unlawful and deceptive business practices violate California’s Consumer Legal 

Remedies Act, Cal. Civ. C. §§ 1750, et seq. (the “CLRA”) and the Unfair 

Competition Law, Cal. Bus. & Prof. C. §§ 17200, et seq. (the “UCL”). 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

4. Jurisdiction is proper in this Court pursuant to the Class Action Fairness 

Act, 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d) (“CAFA”). Defendant is either incorporated and/or has its 

principal place of business outside the state in which Plaintiff and members of the 

proposed Class reside. Furthermore, there are more than 100 Class Members and the 

amount-in-controversy exceeds $5,000,000 exclusive of interest and costs. 
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5. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant because Defendant is 

a foreign corporation authorized to do business in California and registered with the 

California Secretary of State, and has sufficient minimum contacts with California or 

otherwise intentionally avails itself of the laws and markets of California, through the 

sale and distribution of its Roundup® products in California, to render the exercise of 

jurisdiction by the California courts permissible. 

6. Venue is proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. §1391(b) and (c) because 

Defendant’s improper conduct alleged in this complaint occurred in, was directed 

from, and/or emanated from this judicial district, because Defendant has caused harm 

to Class Members residing in this district, and/or because Defendant is subject to 

personal jurisdiction in this district. 

PARTIES 

7. Plaintiff James Weeks is an individual, a resident of Oxnard, California, 

and a member of the Class alleged herein. 

8. Defendant HOME DEPOT U.S.A., INC. is a Delaware corporation, 

California Secretary of State Registry No. C1648357, in “active” status, with a 

principal place of business in Atlanta, Georgia. HOME DEPOT U.S.A., INC. is the 

largest home improvement retailer in the United States and is engaged in the 

marketing, sale, and distribution of the herbicide Roundup®, with the active 

ingredient glyphosate. All formulations of Roundup® are manufactured by non-

parties Monsanto Company, Bayer Corporation, and/or Bayer AG.  

9. Upon information and belief, Defendants DOES 1 through 100 are 

subsidiaries, partners, or other entities that were involved in the sale of the herbicide 

Roundup®. The true names and capacities of the Defendants sued herein as DOES 1 

through 100, inclusive, are currently unknown to Plaintiff, who therefore sues such 

Defendants by fictitious names. Each of the Defendants designated herein as a DOE 

is legally responsible for the unlawful acts alleged herein. Plaintiff will seek leave of 

Case 2:19-cv-06780-FMO-AS   Document 1   Filed 08/05/19   Page 3 of 24   Page ID #:3

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

 
 

 

Error! Unknown document property name. 3
3

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 
 

Court to amend this Complaint to reflect the true names and capacities of the DOE 

Defendants when such identities become known. 

10. “Roundup” refers to all formulations of the Roundup® products sold by 

Defendant, including, but not limited to, Roundup Landscape Weed Preventer, 

Roundup Ready-To-Use   Killer III with Sure Shot Wand, Roundup Ready-To-Use 

Weed & Grass Killer III with Comfort Wand, Roundup Ready-to-Use Weed & Grass 

Killer III with Pump ‘N Go 2 Sprayer, Roundup Ready-To-Use Weed & Grass Killer 

III, Roundup Precision Gel Weed & Grass Killer, Roundup for Lawns Bug 

Destroyer, Roundup For Lawns Ready-to-Use, Roundup For Lawns1 Ready-to-Spray, 

Roundup For Lawns3 Ready-to-Spray, Roundup For Lawns2 Concentrate, Roundup 

for Lawns Crabgrass Destroyer1, Roundup Ready-To-Use Max Control 365 with 

Comfort Wand, Roundup Concentrate MAX Control 365, Roundup Ready-To-Use 

Extended Control Weed & Grass Killer Plus Weed Preventer II with Comfort Wand, 

Roundup Ready-To-Use Extended Control Weed & Grass Killer Plus Weed 

Preventer II with Pump ‘N Go 2 Sprayer, Roundup Ready-To-Use Extended Control 

Weed & Grass Killer Plus Weed Preventer II with Trigger Sprayer, Roundup 

Concentrate Extended Control Weed & Grass Killer Plus Weed Preventer, Roundup 

Ready-To-Use Poison Ivy Plus Tough Brush Killer with Trigger Sprayer, Roundup 

Ready-To-Use Poison Ivy Plus Tough Brush Killer with Comfort Wand, Roundup 

Concentrate Poison Ivy Plus Tough Brush Killer, Roundup Weed & Grass Killer 

Concentrate Plus, Roundup For Lawns2 Concentrate, Roundup Weed & Grass Killer 

Super Concentrate, Roundup Weed & Grass Killer Super Concentrate, Roundup 

Concentrate MAX Control 365, Roundup Concentrate Extended Control Weed & 

Grass Killer Plus Weed Preventer, Roundup Concentrate Poison Ivy Plus Tough 

Brush Killer, Roundup Pro No Leak Pump Backpack Sprayer (4 Gallon), Roundup 

Pro Sprayer for Commercial Use (2 or 3 Gallon), Roundup No Leak Pump Backpack 

Sprayer (4 Gallon), Roundup Pro No Leak Pump Backpack Sprayer with Stainless 

Steel Components and Deluxe Comfort Harness (4 Gallon), Roundup Multi-Use 
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Home and Garden Sprayer (1, 2, or 3 Gallon), or any other formulation thereof 

containing the active ingredient glyphosate. 

11. Defendant transacted and conducted business within the State of 

California that relates to the allegations in this Complaint. 

12. Defendant derived substantial revenue from goods and products used in 

the State of California. 

13. Defendant purposefully availed itself of the privilege of conducting 

activities within the State of California, thus invoking the benefits and protections of 

its laws. 

14. Defendant advertises and sell goods, specifically Roundup, in Ventura 

County, California. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

A. Warnings on Roundup Products at Defendant’s Retail Locations are 

Inadequate. 

15. Roundup is sold at Home Depot locations throughout the United States, 

including California. Its labeling is not altered between manufacture and points of 

sale at Defendant’s retail locations. An exemplar picture of the Roundup’s front label 

is attached hereto as “Exhibit A.” 

16. As indicated on Roundup’s labeling, glyphosate is the active ingredient 

in Roundup. Id. Glyphosate is a nonselective herbicide that inhibits plant growth 

through interference with the production of essential aromatic amino acids. It was 

discovered to be an herbicide in 1970 and was first brought into the market as 

Roundup by Monsanto Company in 1974. 

17. Roundup’s labeling provides certain warnings, such as, “Keep Out of 

Reach of Children” and “Caution.” But the only identified hazard identified is that it 

may cause “moderate eye irritation.”  

Case 2:19-cv-06780-FMO-AS   Document 1   Filed 08/05/19   Page 5 of 24   Page ID #:5

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
  Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

  Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
  With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

  Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
  Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

  Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


