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                                        CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 
 

Plaintiff Maria Mendez Whitaker (“Plaintiff”), on behalf of herself and all 

others similarly situated, brings this class action against Pharmavite LLC 

(“Defendant”) based upon personal knowledge as to herself, and upon information, 

investigation and belief of her counsel. 

SUMMARY OF THE ACTION 

1. This class action seeks to challenge Defendant’s false and deceptive 

practices in the marketing and sale of its Nature Made® Extra Strength Chewable 

Vitamin C products (the “Products”).  

2. Specifically, Defendant has falsely and deceptively labeled the Products 

as being “Extra Strength.” Based on this representation, reasonable consumers are led 

to believe that each tablet contained in the Products has a higher dose of Vitamin C 

than each tablet contained in Defendant’s Nature Made® regular strength chewable 

Vitamin C products (the “Regular Strength Products”). 

3. Unbeknownst to consumers, the Products do not have a higher dose of 

Vitamin C per tablet than the Regular Strength Products.  As such, the Products are not 

“Extra Strength” and are therefore falsely and deceptively labeled. 

4. Plaintiff and Class members have reasonably relied on Defendant’s 

deceptive labeling of the Products, reasonably believing that each tablet in the 

Products contains a higher dose of Vitamin C than each tablet of the Regular Strength 

Products. 

5. Plaintiff purchased the Products and paid a premium price based upon 

her reliance on Defendant’s “Extra Strength” representation. Had Plaintiff and Class 

members been aware that the Products were not in fact “Extra Strength,” Plaintiff 

and Class members would not have purchased the Products or would have paid 

significantly less for them. Accordingly, Plaintiff and Class members have been 

injured by Defendant’s deceptive business practices. 
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                                        CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 
 

 

PARTIES 

I. Plaintiff 

6. Plaintiff Whitaker is a citizen of California and currently resides in 

North Hollywood, California. Throughout 2020 to early 2022, Plaintiff purchased 

the Products from a Sprouts and CVS in Burbank, California. Specifically, Plaintiff 

last purchased the Products in or around April 2022. In purchasing the Products, 

Plaintiff saw the “Extra Strength” representation on the front label of the Products 

and reasonably believed that each tablet in the Products had a higher dose of Vitamin 

C than each tablet of the Regular Strength Products. Had she known that the Products 

were not in fact extra strength, she would not have purchased the Products or would 

have paid substantially less for them.   

7. Despite Defendant’s misrepresentations, Plaintiff would purchase the 

Product, as advertised, if they were in fact extra strength. Although Plaintiff 

regularly shop at stores which carry the Products, absent an injunction on 

Defendant’s deceptive advertising, she will be unable to rely with confidence on 

Defendant’s labeling of the Products in the future. Furthermore, while Plaintiff 

currently believe that the Products are falsely and deceptively labeled, she lacks 

personal knowledge as to Defendant’s specific business practices, as she will not be 

able determine whether the Products truly will be extra strength in the future. This 

leaves doubt in her mind as to the possibility that at some point in the future the 

Products could be made in accordance with the representation on the front labels. 

This uncertainty, coupled with her desire to purchase the Products, is an ongoing 

injury that can and would be rectified by an injunction enjoining Defendant from 

making the alleged misleading representations. In addition, other Class members 

will continue to purchase the Products, reasonably but incorrectly, believing that 

they are extra strength. 
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                                        CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 
 

II. Defendant 

8. Defendant Pharmavite LLC is a California corporation and maintains 

its headquarters in West Hills, California. Defendant, on its own and through its 

agents, is responsible for the formulation, ingredients, manufacturing, labeling, 

marketing, and sale of the Products in the United States, including in California, 

specifically in this District. On information and belief, the marketing of the 

Products, including the decision of what to include on their labels, emanates from 

Defendant’s headquarters in California.  

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

9. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction under the Class Action 

Fairness Act, 28 U.S.C. §1332(d) in that: (1) this is a class action involving more 

than 100 Class members; (2) the parties are minimally diverse, as members of the 

proposed class are citizens of states different than Defendant’s home state; and (3) 

the amount in controversy is in excess of $5,000,000, exclusive of interests and 

costs. 

10. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant because Defendant 

maintains its headquarters in California, conducts and transacts substantial business 

in California, and intentionally and purposefully placed the Products into the stream 

of commerce within California 

11. Venue is proper in this judicial District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391 

because a substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to Plaintiff’s claims 

occurred in this judicial District. Namely, Plaintiff purchased the Products in this 

judicial District.  

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

12. Defendant is in the business of manufacturing and selling dietary 

supplements, including its popular Nature Made® brand.  

13. The “Products” at issue in this action are the following Nature Made 

products: 
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a. Nature Madee Extra Strength Chewable Vitamin C, 60 Tablets;

and

b. Nature Madeg Extra Strength Chewable Vitamin C, 90 Tablets.

14. Defendant has engagedin false and deceptive labeling of the Products.

Specifically, Pharmavite, directly and/or through its agents, has falsely and deceptively

labeled the Products as being “Extra Strength.” See below example.

NatureMade Supplement Facts
Serving Size 2 Tablets
Servings Per Container 45

Anauat Per Serving
Cdoresa
Tor! Corbebyerate 4g

TotalSugars 26
a Meledes2é Added§Sugars
Yeame C(as Sodium Ascorbate and Ascorbicrtekodwon
Stoun mg
‘DatYatve not established

“Percent Daily Values are based on a 2.000 calose it

eetBScual

 
15. Based on the “Extra Strength” representation on the front label of the

Products, reasonable consumers are led to believe that each chewable tablet contained

in the Products has a higher dosage of Vitamin C than each chewable tablet in
-4-
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