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[57] ABSTRACT

The invention is a generalized solution for management of
multimedia assets. Generalized interfaces are used between
a browser component, indexing server, archive server, ter-
tiary storage manager, and method player components. The
generalized interface defines a communication protocol that
can be used by any browser, indexing server, archive server,
tertiary storage manager, or method player component.
Thus, system components supplied by multiple vendors can
be interconnected to form a multimedia system that com-
municates using the generalized interfaces of the invention.
A browser component can accept input such as search
requests and display multimedia data. An indexing server
component includes a data catalogue that catalogues multi-
media data. The catalogue can be used to identify catalogue
elements associated with data that can satisfy a search
request. A search mechanism is used to identify the desired
multimedia data. A search mechanism can create additional
catalogues that are a subset of the catalogue provided on the
indexing server. An archive server identifies a tertiary stor-
age manager that manages the store containing the multi-
media data. The tertiary storage manager retrieves the cor-
responding multimedia data from its store and sends it to a
method play which plays it in a display region of the
browser. The invention retains the content and results of a
search such that it is only necessary to perform a search
once. Search elements are used to store the content of a
search, i.e., search criteria. A segment element is used to
store the results of a search.

34 Claims, 24 Drawing Sheets
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