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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 
 

LA YUANDA DENKINS,  ) 
      ) 
  Plaintiff(s)   ) 
      ) 
v.      ) Civil Action No. ____________________ 
      ) 
MONSANTO COMPANY,    ) 
      ) 
  Defendants.   ) 
 

COMPLAINT 

COME(S) NOW LA YUANDA DENKINS, Plaintiffs herein, complaining of 

MONSANTO COMPANY, Defendants herein, and for cause of action says: 

Parties 

 1. Plaintiff La Yuanda Denkins (“Plaintiff”) is, and at all times material hereto was, 

a resident and Citizen of the State of Texas, residing in Houston, Harris County, Texas.  

 2. Defendant Monsanto Company (“Monsanto” or “Defendant”) is, and at all times 

material hereto was, a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Delaware with its 

principal place of business in Missouri, a Citizen of Delaware and Missouri, and may be served 

with process by serving its registered agent for service, Corporation Service Company d/b/a 

CSC-Lawyers Incorporating Service Company, at 211 E. 7th Street, Suite 620, Austin, TX 

78701-3218.  

Jurisdiction 

 3. The amount in controversy exceeds the sum or value of $75,000, exclusive of 

interest and costs. 

 4. This civil action is between citizens of different states. 
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 5. By reason of the foregoing circumstances, this Court has diversity jurisdiction 

over this lawsuit.  28 U.S.C. § 1332(a)(1). 

 6. Defendant maintained sufficient minimum contacts with the State of Texas such 

that the exercise of jurisdiction by Courts of this State, and by this Court, does not offend 

traditional notions of fair play and substantial justice (i.e., general jurisdiction). Further, 

Plaintiffs claims arose out of events occurring in this State (i.e., specific jurisdiction). 

 7. The Court also has supplemental jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367.  

Venue 

 8. A substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to Plaintiffs’ claims 

occurred in this judicial district.  Thus, venue over this lawsuit lays in this Judicial District.  28 

U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2). 

Statement of Facts Applicable to All Counts 

 9. This is an action for damages suffered by Plaintiff as a direct and proximate result 

of Defendants’ negligent and wrongful conduct in connection with the design, development, 

manufacture, testing, packaging, promoting, marketing, advertising, distribution, labeling, and/or 

sale of the herbicide Roundup®, containing the active ingredient glyphosate.  

 10. Plaintiff maintains that Roundup® and/or glyphosate is defective, dangerous to 

human health, unfit and unsuitable to be marketed and sold in commerce, and lacked proper 

warnings and directions as to the dangers associated with its use.  

 11. Plaintiff’s injuries, like those striking thousands of similarly situated victims 

across the country, were avoidable.  

 12. Plaintiff, La Yuanda Denkins, is a natural person and at all relevant times a 

resident and citizen of Harris County, Texas. Plaintiff brings this action for personal injuries 
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sustained by exposure to Roundup® (“Roundup”) containing the active ingredient glyphosate 

and the surfactant POEA. As a direct and proximate result of being exposed to Roundup, 

Plaintiff developed small B-Cell Lymphoma (a type of non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma).  

 13. “Roundup” refers to all formulations of Defendants’ roundup products, including, 

but not limited to, Roundup Concentrate Poison Ivy and Tough Brush Killer 1, Roundup Custom 

Herbicide, Roundup D-Pak herbicide, Roundup Dry Concentrate, Roundup Export Herbicide, 

Roundup Fence & Hard Edger 1, Roundup Garden Foam Weed & Grass Killer, Roundup Grass 

and Weed Killer, Roundup Herbicide, Roundup Original 2k herbicide, Roundup Original II 

Herbicide, Roundup Pro Concentrate, Roundup Prodry Herbicide, Roundup Promax, Roundup 

Quik Stik Grass and Weed Killer, Roundup Quikpro Herbicide, Roundup Rainfast Concentrate 

Weed & Grass Killer, Roundup Rainfast Super Concentrate Weed & Grass Killer, Roundup 

Ready-to-Use Extended Control Weed & Grass Killer 1 Plus Weed Preventer, Roundup Ready-

to-Use Weed & Grass Killer, Roundup Ready-to-Use Weed and Grass Killer 2, Roundup Ultra 

Dry, Roundup Ultra Herbicide, Roundup Ultramax, Roundup VM Herbicide, Roundup Weed & 

Grass Killer Concentrate, Roundup Weed & Grass Killer Concentrate Plus, Roundup Weed & 

Grass killer Ready-to-Use Plus, Roundup Weed & Grass Killer Super Concentrate, Roundup 

Weed & Grass Killer1 Ready-to-Use, Roundup WSD Water Soluble Dry Herbicide Deploy Dry 

Herbicide, or any other formulation of containing the active ingredient glyphosate.  

 14. Defendants advertise and sell goods, specifically Roundup, in Houston, Harris 

County, Texas.  

 15. Defendants transacted and conducted business within the State of Texas that 

relates to the allegations in this Complaint.  
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 16. Defendants derived substantial revenue from goods and products used in the State 

of Texas.  

 17. Defendants expected or should have expected their acts to have consequences 

within the State of Texas, and derived substantial revenue from interstate commerce. 

 18. Defendants engaged in the business of designing, developing, manufacturing, 

testing, packaging, marketing, distributing, labeling, and/or selling Roundup.  

 19. Defendants are authorized to do business in Texas and derive substantial income 

from doing business in this state.  

 20. Upon information and belief, Defendants purposefully availed themselves of the 

privilege of conducting activities with the State of Texas, thus invoking the benefits and 

protections of its laws.  

 21. Upon information and belief, Defendants did act together to design, sell, 

advertise, manufacture and/or distribute Roundup, with full knowledge of its dangerous and 

defective nature.  

 22. At all relevant times, Defendants were in the business of, and did, design, 

research, manufacture, test, advertise, promote, market, sell, distribute, and/or have acquired and 

are responsible for Defendants who have designed, researched, manufactured, tested, advertised, 

promoted, marketed, sold, and distributed the commercial herbicide Roundup.  

 23. Monsanto is a multinational agricultural biotechnology corporation based in St. 

Louis, Missouri. It is the world’s leading producer of glyphosate. 

 24. Defendants discovered the herbicidal properties of glyphosate during the 1970’s 

and subsequently began to design, research, manufacture, sell and distribute glyphosate based 

“Roundup” as a broad-spectrum herbicide.  
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 25. Glyphosate is the active ingredient in Roundup.  

 26. Glyphosate is a broad-spectrum herbicide used to kill weeds and grasses known to 

compete with commercial crops grown around the globe.  

 27. Glyphosate is a “non-selective” herbicide, meaning it kills indiscriminately based 

only on whether a given organism produces a specific enzyme, 5-enolpyruvylshikimic acid-3-

phosphate synthase, known as EPSP synthase.  

 28. Glyphosate inhibits the enzyme 5-enolpyruvylshikimic acid-3-phosphate synthase 

that interferes with the shikimic pathway in plants, resulting in the accumulation of shikimic acid 

in plant tissue and ultimately plant death. 

 29. Sprayed as a liquid, plants absorb glyphosate directly through their leaves, stems, 

and roots, and detectable quantities accumulate in the plant tissues.  

 30. Each year, approximately 250 million pounds of glyphosate are sprayed on crops, 

commercial nurseries, suburban lawns, parks, and golf courses. This increase in use has been 

driven largely by the proliferation of genetically engineered crops, crops specifically tailored to 

resist the activity of glyphosate.  

 31. Defendants are intimately involved in the development, design, manufacture, 

marketing, sale, and/or distribution of genetically modified (“GMO”) crops, many of which are 

marketed as being resistant to Roundup i.e., “Roundup Ready®.” As of 2009, Defendants were 

the world’s leading producer of seeds designed to be Roundup Ready®. In 2010, an estimated 

70% of corn and cotton, and 90% of soybean fields in the United States contained Roundup 

Ready® seeds. 

 32. The original Roundup, containing the active ingredient glyphosate, was 

introduced in 1974. Today, glyphosate products are among the world’s most widely used 
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