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(12) United States Patent (10) Patent No.: US 7,016,942 B1 
Odom (45) Date of Patent: Mar. 21, 2006 

(54) DYNAMIC HOSTING Primary Examiner-David Y. Eng 

(76) Inventor: Gary Odom, 123 N.W. 12th Ave., (57) ABSTRACT 
#1332, Portland, OR (US) 97209 

(*) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
U.S.C. 154(b) by 621 days. 

For client/server network connectivity, clients connect to a 
Server at a predesignated address. With client/server con 
nectivity, if client-to-client communication is required, even 

(21) Appl. No.: 10/212,891 for extended duration, the Server acts as an intermediary or 
host-clients communicate with each other through the 

(22) Filed: Aug. 5, 2002 Server. Herein described are processes for altering commu 
nications patterns after an initial client-server communica 

(51) Int. Cl. tions Session has been established, Specifically data trans 
G06F 15/16 (2006.01) mission paths, from the nominal client-to-client 

(52) U.S. Cl. ......................................... 709/212; 710/22 communication through Server intermediary known in the 
(58) Field of Classification Search ................ 709/212, prior art and described foregoing, to a communication 

709/213, 217, 232; 710/22 pattern of direct client-to-client communication, possibly 
See application file for complete Search history. with one or more clients dynamically assuming a hosting 

role analogous to that of a Server, thus directly communi 
(56) References Cited cating with other clients, rather than continuing to use the 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS Server in an intervening manner. Further, once direct client 
to-client communication commences, continued connectiv 

5,072,374. A * 12/1991 Sexton et al................ 709/208 itv to the Server used as the original connection point mav be 
5,155.857 A * 10/1992 Kunisaki et al. ............ 709/223 y prig point may 
5,901.291. A * 5/1999 Feeney et al. .............. 709/253 Superflous. In Short, once client-Server connectivity is estab 
6,003,097 A * 12/1999 Richman et al. ............... 710/8 lished, clients may communicate directly client-to-client, or 
6,775,693 B1* 8/2004 Adams ........... ... 709/213 dynamically act as hosts for other clients. 
6,865,622 B1* 3/2005 Sethi et al. ................... 710/22 

* cited by examiner 28 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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