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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHER DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
EASTERN DIVISION

THE CHAMBERLAIN GROUP, INC.,

Plaintiff,
V.
TECHTRONIC INDUSTRIES CO., Case No. 16 C 6097
LTD., TECHTRONIC INDUSTRIES
NORTH AMERICA, INC., ONE Judge Harry D. Leilnenweber

WORLD TECHNOLOGIES, INC.,

OWT INDUSTRIES, INC., ET
TECHNOLOGY (WUX1) CO. LTD.,
and RYOBI TECHNOLOGIES, INC.,

Defendants.

MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER

Plaintiff Chamberlain Group, Inc. (“Chamberlain”) alleges
in this suit that Defendants Techtronic Industries Co., Ltd.,
Techtronic Industries North America, Inc., One World
Technologies, Inc., OWT Industries, Inc., Et Technology (WUXI)
Co. Ltd., and Ryobi Technologies (collectively, the
“Defendants™) 1i1nfringe U.S. Patent Nos. 7,224,275 (*‘the <275
patent”) and 7,635,966 (““‘the “966 patent”), both of which it
owns. The parties dispute the construction of eleven terms that
appear throughout the claims of the asserted patents; they have
briefed those disputes pursuant to Local Rule 4.2. This opinion
sets forth the Court’s construction of the contested claim

language.
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1. BACKGROUND

A. The “275 Patent
1. The Invention, Disputed Terms, and Asserted Claims

The <275 patent, titled “Movable Barrier Operators Status
Condition Transception Apparatus and Method,” recites a moveable
barrier operator, such as a garage door opener (*“GD0O),
featuring a wireless status condition data transmitter that
wirelessly relays status condition messages to one or more
remote devices. The asserted claims of the <275 patent, with
the six disputed terms in italics, are produced in full below.
(Chamberlain 1s no longer asserting claims 2 or 21 against
Defendants. (See, ECF No. 172 (““Pl.’s Opp. Br.”) at 21; ECF

No. 156; ECF No. 191 at 4.))

Claim Term Text
1 1 A movable barrier operator comprising:
1[al 2 a controller having a plurality of potential

operational status conditions defined, at
least in part, by a plurality of operating
states;

1[b] - a movable barrier interface that is operably
coupled to the controller;

1]c] 3 a wireless status condition data transmitter
that i1s operably coupled to the controller,
wherein the wireless status condition data
transmitter transmits a status condition
signal that:

1[c-i] 3 corresponds to a present operational status
condition defined, at least iIn part, by at
least two operating states from the plurality
of operating states;
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Claim

Term

Text

1[c.ii]

and comprises an identifier that is at least
relatively unique to the movable barrier
operator, such that the status condition
signal substantially uniquely identifies the
movable barrier operator.

14

A method comprising:

14[a]

at a movable barrier operator:

14[a.11

detecting at least one predetermined condition
as corresponds to a present operational status
defined, at least in part, by at least two
operating states, of the movable barrier
operator;

14[a.ii]

in response to detecting the at least one
predetermined condition, automatically
wirelessly transmitting a status condition
signal that:

14[a.1i.1]

represents the present operational status
defined, at least in part, by the at least two
operating states; and

14[a.11.2]

comprises an identifier that is at least
relatively unique to the movable barrier
operator, such that the status condition
signal substantially uniquely identifies the
movable barrier operator.

24

An apparatus comprising:

24| a]

a movable barrier operator having:

24[a.1]

a controller having a plurality of potential
operational status conditions defined, at
least in part, by a plurality of operating

states; and

24[a.ii]

a wireless status condition transmitter
operably coupled to the controller, wherein
the wireless status condition data transmitter
transmits a status condition signal that:

24[a.i1.1]

corresponds to a present operational status
condition defined, at least iIn part, by at
least two operating states from the plurality
of operating states; and
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Claim Term Text

24Ja.11.2] - comprises an identifier that i1s at least
relatively unique to the movable barrier
operator, such that the status condition
signal substantially uniquely identifies the
movable barrier operator;

24| b] 6 a remote peripheral having:

24[b.1] - a wireless receiver that is communicatively
compatible with the wireless transmitter;

24[b.11] - a peripheral controller that i1s operably
coupled to the wireless receiver.

The specification of the “275 patent credits existing
technology with providing “a motor or other motion-imparting
mechanism” to move a barrier, which motor 1is typically
controlled by a “movable barrier operator.” (“275 patent at
1:21-25.) Users control these operators either “by iIndicating a
selection via one or more control surfaces that are physically
associated with the movable barrier operator” or “by the
transmission of a wireless remote control signal to the movable
barrier operator.” (Id. at 1:25-30.) At the time of the “275
patent application, the capabilities of commercially available
operators had expanded “to 1include actions other than merely
opening and closing a corresponding movable barrier,” i1ncluding
providing ambient lighting, sensing the presence of an obstacle
in the path of the barrier, and facilitating different control

strategies (such as vacation mode). (Id. at 1:31-47.)
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The specification notes, however, that prior art movable
barrier operators are often partially or wholly inadequate to
suit present or developing needs of a given user or setting.
For example, movable barrier operators manufactured with the
ability to support a wide range of Tfunctionality require a
physical interface to support “numerous potentially utilized
peripheral devices (including but not Ilimited to sensors,
control surfaces, alarms, displays, ambient and/or spot
lighting, and so forth).” (275 patent at 1:48-60.) This
physical 1interface can entail undesired additional cost when
part of the 1iInterface goes unused In a given 1iInstallation.
Furthermore, even 1f all potentially supported peripherals are

used, the physical installation itself often includes a
physical signaling path to couple the movable barrier operator
to the various peripherals,” which can “result 1in undesired
exposed wiring and/or an undesired 1iIncrease in iInstallation
time.” (Id. at 1:64-2:3.) The specification ascribes a final
shortcoming to existing devices: a tendency to “fail to permit
compatible support of a given peripheral,” which can thwart a
user who wishes, for example, to support a relatively new

function “not specifically supported by a given movable barrier

operator.” (Id. at 2:4-16.)
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