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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
EASTERN DIVISION

SANDEE’S CATERING, Case No. 1:20-cv-02295
Plaintiff,

V.
ANSWER TO AMENDED CLASS

AGRI STATS, INC., BUTTERBALL LLC, ACTION COMPLAINT
CARGILL, INC., CARGILL MEAT
SOLUTIONS CORPORATION, COOPER
FARMS, INC., FARBEST FOODS, INC.,
FOSTER FARMS, LLC, FOSTER POULTRY
FARMS, THE HILLSHIRE BRANDS
COMPANY, HORMEL FOODS
CORPORATION, HORMEL FOODS, LLC,
HOUSE OF RAEFORD FARMS, INC.,
KRAFT HEINZ FOODS COMPANY, KRAFT
FOODS GROUP BRANDS LLC, PERDUE
FARMS, INC., PERDUE FOODS LLC,
TYSON FOODS, INC., TYSON FRESH
MEATS, INC. AND TYSON PREPARED
FOODS, INC.,

Defendants.

Tyson Foods, Inc., Tyson Fresh Meats Inc., Tyson Prepared Foods, Inc., and The Hillshire
Brands Company (“Tyson”), by and through its undersigned counsel, submits its answer and
affirmative defenses to the Amended Class Action Complaint (“Complaint”) filed by Sandee’s
Catering (‘“Plaintiff’) on November 16, 2020, as follows:

1. Paragraph 1 contains Plaintiffs’ characterization of their claims and/or legal
conclusions to which no response is required. To the extent a response is required, Tyson denies
such characterizations and/or conclusions. Tyson generally and specifically denies the conspiracy

alleged in the Complaint.
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2. The allegations set forth in Paragraph 2 are not directed to Tyson and, therefore, no
response is required from Tyson. To the extent any of the allegations set forth in this Paragraph
could be construed as allegations against Tyson, Tyson denies knowledge or information sufficient
to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations and, therefore, denies these allegations.

3. Tyson specifically and generally denies the conspiracy alleged in the Complaint.
Tyson denies the allegations in Paragraph 3.

4. Tyson denies the conspiracy alleged in the Complaint. Tyson admits that Tyson and
some other turkey producers submit information to Agri Stats and Agri Stats reports anonymized
information to Tyson for pro-competitive benchmarking purposes. Tyson lacks knowledge or
information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the remaining allegations in Paragraph 4
and, therefore, denies these allegations.

5. Tyson denies the conspiracy alleged in the Complaint. Paragraph 5 contains
Plaintiffs’ characterization of their claims and/or legal conclusions to which no response is
required. To the extent a response is required, Tyson denies such characterizations and/or
conclusions. Furthermore, Tyson lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to
the truth of the remaining allegations in Paragraph 5 and, therefore, denies these allegations on this
additional basis.

6. Paragraph 6 contains Plaintiff’s characterization of its claims, including unfounded
speculation and conclusory statements, and allegations subject to proof by expert testimony, to
which no response is required. To the extent a response is required, Tyson denies such
characterizations and/or allegations. Tyson specifically states that it does not sell, and has never
sold during the alleged Class Period, whole turkeys.

7. The allegations set forth in Paragraph 7 are not directed to Tyson and, therefore, no
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response is required from Tyson. To the extent any of the allegations set forth in this Paragraph
could be construed as allegations against Tyson, Tyson lacks knowledge or information sufficient
to form a belief as to the truth of the remaining allegations in Paragraph 7 and, therefore, denies
these allegations.

8. Tyson specifically denies the conspiracy alleged in the Complaint. Tyson admits
that Tyson submits information to Agri Stats and Agri Stats reports anonymized information to
Tyson for pro-competitive benchmarking purposes. Further, to the extent that the allegations in
Paragraph 8 relate to other Defendants and/or third parties to this action, Tyson denies knowledge
or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations and, therefore, denies
these allegations on this additional basis. Tyson denies any remaining allegations in Paragraph 8.

9. Tyson admits that it acquired Hillshire Brands in 2014. Tyson admits that Tyson
submits information to Agri Stats and Agri Stats reports anonymized information to Tyson for pro-
competitive benchmarking purposes. Tyson denies knowledge or information sufficient to form a
belief as to the truth of the remaining allegations in Paragraph 9 and, therefore, denies those
allegations. Tyson specifically denies the conspiracy alleged in the Complaint. Further, to the
extent that the allegations in Paragraph 9 relate to other Defendants and/or third parties to this
action, Tyson denies knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the
allegations and, therefore, denies these allegations on this additional basis. To the extent the
allegations in Paragraph 9 characterize or describe documents or other sources, Tyson states that
such sources speak for themselves and denies any characterization or description that is
inconsistent therewith.

10.  The allegations set forth in Paragraph 10 are not directed to Tyson and, therefore,

no response is required from Tyson. To the extent any of the allegations set forth in this Paragraph
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could be construed as allegations against Tyson, Tyson denies the allegations set forth in Paragraph
10 as such allegations are argumentative and contain legal conclusions. Tyson specifically denies
the conspiracy alleged in the Complaint. Tyson only admits that Tyson submits information to
Agri Stats and Agri Stats reports anonymized information to Tyson for pro-competitive
benchmarking purposes. Tyson denies the characterizations of these exchanges as set forth in
Paragraph 10. Further, Tyson lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the
truth of the allegations in Paragraph 10 and, therefore, denies these allegations on this additional
basis. To the extent the allegations in this Paragraph characterizes or describes documents or other
sources, Tyson states that such documents or sources speak for themselves and denies any
characterization or description inconsistent therewith.

11.  Tyson denies the conspiracy alleged in the Complaint. Paragraph 11 contains
Plaintiff’s characterization of its claims, including unfounded speculation and conclusory
statements, and allegations subject to proof by expert testimony, to which no response is required.
Further, the allegations set forth in Paragraph 11 are not directed to Tyson and, therefore, no
response is required from Tyson. To the extent any of the allegations set forth in this Paragraph
could be construed as allegations against Tyson, Tyson lacks knowledge or information sufficient
to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations in Paragraph 11 and, therefore, denies these
allegations.

12.  The allegations set forth in Paragraph 12 are not directed to Tyson and, therefore,
no response is required from Tyson. To the extent any of the allegations set forth in this Paragraph
could be construed as allegations against Tyson, Tyson lacks knowledge or information sufficient
to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations in Paragraph 12 and, therefore, denies these

allegations. To the extent the allegations in this Paragraph characterizes or describes documents or
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other sources, Tyson states that such documents or sources speak for themselves and denies any
characterization or description inconsistent therewith.

13.  The allegations set forth in Paragraph 13 are not directed to Tyson and, therefore,
no response is required from Tyson. To the extent any of the allegations set forth in this Paragraph
could be construed as allegations against Tyson, Tyson lacks knowledge or information sufficient
to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations in Paragraph 13 and, therefore, denies these
allegations. To the extent the allegations in this Paragraph characterizes or describes documents or
other sources, Tyson states that such documents or sources speak for themselves and denies any
characterization or description inconsistent therewith.

14.  The allegations set forth in Paragraph 14 are not directed to Tyson and, therefore,
no response is required from Tyson. To the extent any of the allegations set forth in this Paragraph
could be construed as allegations against Tyson, Tyson lacks knowledge or information sufficient
to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations in Paragraph 14 and, therefore, denies these
allegations. To the extent the allegations in this Paragraph characterizes or describes documents or
other sources, Tyson states that such documents or sources speak for themselves and denies any
characterization or description inconsistent therewith.

15.  The allegations set forth in Paragraph 15 are not directed to Tyson and, therefore,
no response is required from Tyson. To the extent any of the allegations set forth in this Paragraph
could be construed as allegations against Tyson, Tyson lacks knowledge or information sufficient
to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations in Paragraph 15 and, therefore, denies these
allegations. To the extent the allegations in this Paragraph characterizes or describes documents or
other sources, Tyson states that such documents or sources speak for themselves and denies any

characterization or description inconsistent therewith.

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

Nsights

Real-Time Litigation Alerts

g Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time
alerts and advanced team management tools built for
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal,
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research

With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native
O docket research platform finds what other services can't.
‘ Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

Identify arguments that have been successful in the past
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips

° Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,

/ . o
Py ,0‘ opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

o ®
Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are
always at your fingertips.

-xplore Litigation

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more
informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of

knowing you're on top of things.

API

Docket Alarm offers a powerful API
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS

Build custom dashboards for your
attorneys and clients with live data
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal
tasks like conflict checks, document
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND

LEGAL VENDORS

Sync your system to PACER to
automate legal marketing.

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD? @ sales@docketalarm.com 1-866-77-FASTCASE




