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USOO631.4577B1 

(12) United States Patent (10) Patent No.: US 6,314,577 B1 
Pocock (45) Date of Patent: *Nov. 6, 2001 

(54) APPARATUS AND METHOD TO GENERATE 4,757,267 7/1988 Riskin .................................. 379/113 
AND ACCESS BROADCAST INFORMATION 4,789,863 12/1988 Bush ............................... 379/101.01 

5,359,419 10/1994 Kawasaki ................................. 34.8/6 

(76) Inventor: Michael H. Pocock, 485 Queens SE; : 1910 f Shville *: 2 : a-2 Oatly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
St. London, Ontario (CA), 5,539,635 7/1996 Larson ............................ 379/101.01 

5,592,551 1/1997 Lett et al. ............................ 34.8/906 
- 0 5,635,978 6/1997 Alten et al. .......................... 34.8/906 

(*) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 5,661,787 * 8/1997 Pocock ......... 379/101.01 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 5,703,795 * 12/1997 Mankovitz ........................... 345/327 
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. 5,734,961 * 3/1998 Castille ... ... 379/101.01 

5,809,246 9/1998 Goldman ......................... 379/101.01 
This patent is Subject to a terminal dis 
claimer. * cited by examiner 

Primary Examiner Andrew Faile 
(21) Appl. No.: 08/916,099 ASSistant Examiner-Reuben M. Brown 

Related U.S. Application Data The System enables listeners and viewers of a broadcast to 
access additional information associated with a broadcast. 

(63) Continuation of prise No. 08/329,837, filed on Oct. Listeners and viewers utilize a user device to connect to a 
27, 1994, now Pat. No. 5,661,787. database containing program descriptions (e.g. audio, text, 

(51) Int. Cl. ............................. H04N 7/173; H04M 1/00 Video, or combination thereof) further describing the pro 
(52) U.S. Cl. ............ 725/93; 725/48; 379/101.01 gramming and ancillary information. The database is 
(58) Field of Search .................................... 348/7, 12, 13; indexed by the broadcast's program list or schedule thereby 

379/101.01; 455/2, 186.1, 186.2, 6.3; 360/15, allowing a user of the system to search and select a particular 
60; 725/37–39, 115, 145 program description of interest. Hearing or viewing program 

descriptions enables users to preview excerpts and review a 
(56) References Cited broadcast before purchasing an item heard or viewed on a 

broadcast. 
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

4,506,387 3/1985 Walter ...................................... 348/7 130 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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