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Marissa Vahlsing

Marco Simons (pro hac vice pending)
Rick Herz (pro hac vice pending)
EarthRights International

1612 K Street NW, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20006

Tel: 202-466-5188

Fax: 202-466-5189

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

Jane Doe 8, et al., Cause No. 20-3244

Plaintiffs, COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY
TRIAL

V.

Chiguita Brands International, Inc., a New Jersey
Corporation,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Defendant. )
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

On information and belief, Plaintiffs, by their attorneys, allege as follows:

ADDRESSES

1. All Plaintiffs can be contacted through their counsel, EarthRights International, 1612 K
Street NW #800, Washington, DC 20006. The street and postal addresses of the individual Plaintiffs
cannot be made public due to the substantial risk of violent reprisals against them. The street and
postal address of Defendant Chiquita Brands International, Inc. (CBI), is 1855 Griffin Road,
DCOTA Bldg, Suite C-436, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33004; their local office in New Jersey is 820 Bear

Tavern Road, Trenton, NJ 08628.
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I. INTRODUCTION
2. This case arises as a result of the actions of Defendant Chiquita Brands International, Inc.,
and its subsidiaries and affiliates (collectively, “Chiquita”), in funding, arming, and otherwise
supporting terrorist organizations in Colombia in their campaign of terror against the civilian
population of the Uraba region, in order to maintain its profitable control of Colombia’s banana
growing regions. Plaintiffs are family members of trade unionists, banana workers, political
organizers, social activists, and others targeted and killed by terrorists, most notably paramilitary
organizations including the United Self-Defense Groups of Colombia (Awtodefensas Unidas de
Colombia, or AUC), from at least 1992 through 2004. In order to produce bananas in an environment
free from labor opposition and social disturbances, Chiquita funded, armed, and otherwise
supported these paramilitary groups. The deaths of Plaintiffs’ relatives were a direct, foreseeable, and
intended result of Chiquita’s illegal and tortious support of terrorist organizations. Chiquita’s actions
violated not only Colombian law and U.S. law, but also customary international law prohibiting
crimes against humanity, extrajudicial killing, torture, war crimes, and other abuses.
II. JURISDICTION
3. The Court has jurisdiction over this case with respect to claims based upon laws of the State
of New Jersey, any other applicable state, and/or the laws of Colombia.
III. PARTIES
4. The term “Plaintiffs” herein includes the named plaintiffs and the decedents on behalf of
whom they bring this action.
5. Plaintiffs Jane Doe 213, Jane Doe 8, John Doe 211, John Doe 212, John Doe 213, John Doe
214, John Doe 215, Jane Doe 214, and Jane Doe 215 are residents and citizens of Colombia. They

bring claims based on the death of their family member, John Doe 12, as well as their own injuries.

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

Case 2:20-cv-03244-WJIM-MF Document 1 Filed 03/25/20 Page 3 of 168 PagelD: 3

6. Plaintiffs Jane Doe 9, Jane Doe 217, Jane Doe 218, Jane Doe 219, and Jane Doe 220 are
residents and citizens of Colombia. They bring claims based on the death of their family member,
John Doe 13, as well as their own injuries. Jane Doe 217, Jane Doe 218, Jane Doe 219, and Jane
Doe 220 additionally bring claims based on the death of their mother, Jane Doe 216.

7. Plaintiff Jane Doe 10 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her sons, John Doe 14 and John Doe 15, as well as her own injuries.

8. Plaintiff Jane Doe 11 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her sister, Jane Doe 12, as well as her own injuries.

9. Plaintiff Jane Doe 13 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her partner, John Doe 16, as well as her own injuries.

10. Plaintiff Jane Doe 14 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her partner, John Doe 17, as well as her own injuries.

11. Plaintiff Jane Doe 16 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her partner, John Doe 19, as well as her own injuries.

12. Plaintiff Jane Doe 17 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her son, John Doe 20, as well as her own injuries.

13. Plaintiff Jane Doe 18 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her husband, John Doe 21, as well as her own injuries.

14. Plaintiff Jane Doe 19 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her son, John Doe 22, as well as her own injuries.

15. Plaintiff Jane Doe 221 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her son, John Doe 24, as well as her own injuries.

16. Plaintiff Jane Doe 20 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the

death of her partner, John Doe 25, as well as her own injuries.
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17. Plaintiff Jane Doe 21 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
deaths of her mother, Jane Doe 22, and her stepfather, John Doe 26, as well as her own injuries.
18. Plaintiff Jane Doe 23 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her son, John Doe 27, and her husband, John Doe 28, as well as her own injuries.

19. Plaintiff Jane Doe 24 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her partner, John Doe 29, as well as her own injuries.

20. Plaintiff Jane Doe 25 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her partner, John Doe 30, as well as her own injuries.

21. Plaintiff Jane Doe 26 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on her
own injuries.

22, Plaintiff Jane Doe 27 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her father, John Doe 105, as well as her own injuries.

23. Plaintiff Jane Doe 30 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her mother, Jane Doe 31, as well as her own injuries.

24, Plaintiff Jane Doe 99 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her mother, Jane Doe 100, as well as her own injuries.

25. Plaintiff Jane Doe 121 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on her
own injuries.

206. Plaintiff Jane Doe 122 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on her
own injuries.

27. Plaintiff John Doe 23 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. He brings claims based on his
own injuries.

28. Plaintiff John Doe 32 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. He brings claims based on his

own injuries.
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29. Plaintiff John Doe 33 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. He brings claims based on his
own injuries.

30. Plaintiff Jane Doe 28 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her brother, John Doe 34, and her partner, John Doe 150, as well as her own injuries.

31. Plaintiff John Doe 35 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. He brings claims based on his
own injuries.

32. Plaintiff John Doe 37 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. He brings claims based on his
own injuries.

33. Plaintiff John Doe 39 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. He brings claims based on his
own injuries.

34. Plaintiff John Doe 40 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. He brings claims based on his
own injuries.

35. Plaintiff Jane Doe 32 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on her
own injuries.

36. Plaintiffs Jane Doe 33, Jane Doe 34, John Doe 48, John Doe 49, and John Doe 50 are
residents and citizens of Colombia. They bring claims based on the death of their family member,
John Doe 47, as well as their own injuries.

37. Plaintiff Jane Doe 35 is a resident and citizen of Colombia. She brings claims based on the
death of her partner, John Doe 51, as well as her own injuries.

38. Plaintiff Jane Doe 36, Jane Doe 224, Jane Doe 225, Jane Doe 2206, and John Doe 216 are
residents and citizens of Colombia. They bring claims based on the death of their family member,

John Doe 52, as well as their own injuries.

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

Nsights

Real-Time Litigation Alerts

g Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time
alerts and advanced team management tools built for
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal,
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research

With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native
O docket research platform finds what other services can't.
‘ Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

Identify arguments that have been successful in the past
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips

° Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,

/ . o
Py ,0‘ opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

o ®
Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are
always at your fingertips.

-xplore Litigation

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more
informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of

knowing you're on top of things.

API

Docket Alarm offers a powerful API
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS

Build custom dashboards for your
attorneys and clients with live data
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal
tasks like conflict checks, document
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND

LEGAL VENDORS

Sync your system to PACER to
automate legal marketing.

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD? @ sales@docketalarm.com 1-866-77-FASTCASE




