
 
 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 
 
 
 
RISEANDSHINE CORPORATION d/b/a 
RISE BREWING 
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
 vs. 
 
 
PEPSICO, INC. 
 
  Defendant. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
CASE NO.: 1:21-cv-3198 
 
JURY TRIAL DEMANDED  

 

COMPLAINT 

Plaintiff RiseandShine Corp. d/b/a Rise Brewing (“Rise Brewing”), by and through its 

undersigned counsel, brings this action against Defendant PepsiCo, Inc. (“PepsiCo”), and in support 

thereof alleges as follows: 

NATURE AND BASIS OF THE ACTION 

1. Rise Brewing is a small but rapidly growing coffee company that, through hard work 

and innovation, developed, and now markets and sells throughout the United States, a full line of 

canned, shelf-stable nitro cold brew coffee drinks.  

2. Sold alongside other shelf-stable caffeinated drinks, Rise Brewing’s RISE-branded 

products have gained a strong following among caffeine drinkers, and are particularly successful 

with millennial and Gen-Z consumers, as well as others who prefer the mellow taste of nitro cold 

brewed coffee over the more acidic, standard drip coffee.  

3. Unfortunately, Rise Brewing’s hard-earned success is now being threatened by 
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PepsiCo, a marketplace giant with a well-documented history of misappropriating the rights of 

smaller, innovative brands.  

4. In this instance, three months ago PepsiCo launched its own RISE-branded caffeine 

drink to specifically target the morning coffee drinker, and positioned it to be sold alongside – and 

compete directly with – Rise Brewing’s RISE-branded caffeine drinks.  

5. Rise Brewing contacted PepsiCo in an effort to resolve this dispute outside of the 

courts.  PepsiCo was dismissive of Rise Brewing’s concerns, and refused to abandon any of its 

plans with respect to its infringing mark.    

6. Rise Brewing is an American success story, a business built on hard work, 

innovation, and a great tasting product that consumers have grown to love.  While Rise Brewing 

does not welcome this dispute, it cannot allow PepsiCo to destroy Rise Brewing’s brand and the 

associated consumer goodwill through willful and reckless infringement of Rise Brewing’s RISE 

marks.  Therefore, through this lawsuit, Rise Brewing chooses to rise and take a stand against 

PepsiCo’s unlawful actions. 

A. Plaintiff Rise Brewing and Its Success 

7. Rise Brewing was founded in an East Village, New York apartment in 2014 by three 

childhood friends, Jarett McGovern, Grant Gyesky, and Justin Weinstein, along with their co-

founder Hudson Gaines-Ross.  Having had enough of the chemical-laden, sugary, ready-to-drink 

coffee products on the store shelves, they sought to create something better, a new product that was 

responsibly sourced, environmentally friendly, and made from all organic ingredients.  

8. Rise Brewing’s founders began experimenting with different beans and roasts. 

Rather than using traditional brewing techniques, they adopted a “nitro cold brew” process, which 

infuses nitrogen into the brewing process to give coffee a foamy, creamy texture, without the 

bitterness of typical drip coffees. Rise Brewing’s first commercial product, available in large format 
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kegs similar to those used for beer, was sold at a popular Brooklyn restaurant.  Patrons of that 

restaurant enjoyed the product immensely, and contacted Rise Brewing to ask it to make its product 

available at office buildings in New York. 

9. Almost immediately, Rise Brewing’s founders saw the potential for a canned nitro 

cold brewed product. Given that the available canned energy products were limited to either 

traditional energy drinks such as Monster Energy® and Red Bull®, or highly-sweetened ready-to-

drink coffee drinks such as Starbucks Frappuccino®, Rise Brewing saw the need for a canned 

caffeine drink that did not have the chemicals, dairy, fat, and sugar associated with these available 

products.  

10. Rise Brewing began experimenting with nitrogen widgets, which are small plastic 

devices inside a can that store nitrogen.  As soon as you open the can, the widget releases bubbles, 

which rise to the top of the can or glass.  The widget creates the same cascade and smooth, creamy 

head that consumers enjoy from nitro cold brew coffee served on tap from a keg.   

11. Rise Brewing became the first brand in the United States to have a shelf-stable 

canned coffee product with a nitrogen widget that would require no refrigeration and thus enable 

easier transportation and storage of the product.   

12. Rise Brewing’s founders did indeed fill a marketplace void, and its canned caffeine 

drinks were an instant success. Today, Rise Brewing sells tens of millions of dollars of its products, 

which  can be found in grocery stores, convenience stores, and other big box and online retailers 

across the country.   

13. Because Rise Brewing’s RISE canned caffeine drinks are shelf-stable, they are sold 

on shelves alongside other shelf-stable canned energy drinks. 

14. Rise Brewing’s products have expanded from the original nitro cold brew, and today 
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