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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

 
 
SONY MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT, SONY 
MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT US LATIN 
LLC, ARISTA RECORDS LLC, 
PROVIDENT LABEL GROUP LLC, 
RECORDS LABEL, LLC, and ZOMBA 
RECORDING LLC, 
 
                                                  Plaintiffs, 
 
            v. 
 
TRILLER, INC., 
 
                                                  Defendant.  
 

) 
)     Civil Action No. 22-cv-7380 (PKC) 
)      
)     FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 
)      
)     TRIAL BY JURY DEMANDED 
) 
)      
) 
)      
)      
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
Plaintiffs Sony Music Entertainment, Sony Music Entertainment US Latin LLC, Arista 

Records LLC, Provident Label Group LLC, Records Label, LLC, and Zomba Recording LLC 

(collectively, “Sony Music”), by and through their attorneys, for their Complaint against 

Defendant Triller, Inc. (“Triller”), allege, on personal knowledge as to matters relating to 

themselves and on information and belief as to all other matters, as set forth below:   

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a copyright infringement and contract action by Sony Music against Triller 

for Triller’s willful and unauthorized use of Sony Music’s copyrighted sound recordings in 

Triller’s commercial social media service; and for Triller’s failure and refusal to pay millions of 

dollars in contractual licensing fees that Triller agreed to pay for the use of Sony Music’s 

copyrighted content in Triller’s commercial service.  

2. Sony Music and its recording artists have been at the forefront of recorded music 

for over a century.  Sony Music produces, manufactures, distributes, sells, and licenses some of 
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the most iconic and popular sound recordings, by some of the most important recording artists of 

all time.  Through its enormous investments of money, time, and exceptional creative efforts, 

Sony Music and its representative recording artists have developed, marketed, and distributed 

some of the world’s most famous and popular music both in the United States and 

internationally.  As a result of these efforts, Sony Music owns and/or controls exclusive rights to 

the copyrights in classic works ranging from Janis Joplin’s “Summertime” and Run DMC’s “It’s 

Tricky,” to contemporary hits such as Doja Cat’s “Say So,” Lil Nas X’s “Old Town Road,” 

Khalid’s “Location,” and 24kGoldn’s “Mood,” and countless other hits across generations.   

3. Sony Music works hard to ensure the widespread, authorized availability and 

enjoyment of its recorded music, including by licensing its sound recordings for use by others.  

When companies exploit Sony Music’s sound recordings for commercial benefit without 

authorization, neither Sony Music nor its artists see a dime.  Not only does this harm Sony Music 

and the artists by depriving them of compensation, but it harms the public at large by reducing 

the incentive to invest in the creation and dissemination of new music.   

4. Triller is the developer, distributor, and operator of a “social media and music 

discovery experience” website and application, available at the triller.co domain and on iOS and 

Android, respectively (collectively, the “Triller App”).  The Triller App allows users to search 

for and pick a sound recording from Triller’s audio library to listen to and include in “celebrity-

quality music video[s] starring you and your friends.”  These videos are then posted to the Triller 

App, allowing other users to stream or download the videos.  The Triller App “has more than 

350 million downloads.”  Triller’s entire product, service and offering is built upon popular 

music, including Sony Music’s copyrighted sound recordings, which Triller exploits through the 

Triller App and its videos.   
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5. Triller is a sophisticated party that purports to take intellectual property rights 

seriously, at least when it benefits Triller.  For example, in its Terms of Service, Triller defines 

its own intellectual property rights in the broadest manner possible, and requires its users to 

agree, as a condition of use, that any “unauthorized use of the [Triller’s intellectual property] 

may violate copyright, trademark, privacy, publicity, communications, and other laws, and any 

such use may result in your personal liability, including potential criminal liability.”    

6.  Despite extolling the importance and value of “innovative technology and 

intellectual property,” and claiming to hope that its efforts to curb copyright infringement “will 

set a precedent for us and all content creators going forward that stealing is not going to be 

tolerated,” Triller displays brazen contempt for the intellectual property rights of Sony Music, its 

artists, and others.   

7. Recognizing the need for authorization to use Sony Music’s sound recordings and 

the value of Sony Music’s catalog, Triller entered into a content distribution agreement with 

Sony Music, effective September 1, 2016 (inclusive of all subsequent amendments, the 

“Agreement”).  In exchange for a licensing fee and other consideration, Sony Music authorized, 

or agreed not to object to, Triller reproducing, distributing, publicly performing, creating 

derivative works, displaying, and otherwise exploiting Sony Music sound recordings, artwork, 

sound recording clips, user-created clips, and metadata (collectively, “Sony Music Content”) 

through the Triller App, as detailed in Sections 4, 6 and 7 of the Agreement.    

8. In the past six months alone, Triller claims to have expanded extensively, 

acquiring the companies Julius and Fangage, and touting a surge in usage of the Triller App.  

Despite this self-proclaimed growth, Triller has failed and refused to make the required license 

payments to Sony Music under the Agreement.   
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9. While Triller had historically failed to make payments in a timely manner under 

the Agreement, its failures recently escalated.  Starting in March 2022, Triller failed to make any 

monthly payments required under the Agreement, totaling millions of dollars.  Failure to pay the 

licensing fee is a breach of the Agreement.  After months of Sony Music requesting that Triller 

pay its outstanding and overdue fees, and near-total radio silence in response, Sony Music 

notified Triller on July 22, 2022 that it was in material breach of the Agreement.  After Triller 

failed to substantively respond, much less cure, its breach of the Agreement by making payment, 

Sony Music terminated the Agreement on August 8, 2022.  In doing so, Sony Music expressly 

informed Triller that its continued use of Sony Music Content would constitute willful copyright 

infringement.   

10. After Sony Music terminated the Agreement on August 8, 2022, Triller had no 

legal rights to use Sony Music Content on the Triller App.  Nevertheless, Triller has continued to 

reproduce, distribute, publicly perform, create derivative works, and otherwise exploit the 

valuable Sony Music Content in connection with the Triller App.   

11. Triller’s conduct has caused and continues to cause substantial and irreparable 

harm to Sony Music and its artists, while enriching Triller at the expense of Sony Music and its 

artists.  By this lawsuit, Sony Music seeks damages for Triller’s breach of the Agreement and 

its willful infringement of Sony Music’s copyrights since the August 8, 2022 termination of the 

Agreement; and an injunction to stop Triller’s willful and deliberate campaign of infringement 

of Sony Music’s and its artists valuable sound recordings.    
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THE PARTIES 

Plaintiffs 

12. Plaintiff Sony Music Entertainment is a Delaware general partnership, the 

partners of which are citizens of New York and Delaware.  Sony Music Entertainment’s 

headquarters and principal place of business are located at 25 Madison Avenue, New York, New 

York 10010.  

13. Plaintiff Sony Music Entertainment US Latin is a Delaware Limited Liability 

Company with its principal place of business at 3390 Mary Street, Suite 220, Coconut Grove, 

Florida 33133. 

14. Plaintiff Arista Records LLC is a Delaware Limited Liability Company with its 

principal place of business at 25 Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10010.  

15. Plaintiff Provident Label Group LLC is a Delaware Limited Liability Company 

with its principal place of business at 741 Cool Springs Boulevard, Franklin, Tennessee 37067. 

16. Plaintiff Records Label, LLC is a Delaware Limited Liability Company with its 

principal place of business at 25 Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10010. 

17. Plaintiff Zomba Recording LLC is a Delaware Limited Liability Company with 

its principal place of business at 25 Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10010. 

18. Sony Music is one of the most important record companies in the world, engaged 

in the business of producing, manufacturing, distributing, selling, licensing, and otherwise 

commercializing sound recordings in the United States and the world through various media.  It 

invests substantial money, time, effort, and talent in creating, advertising, promoting, selling, and 

licensing unique and valuable sound recordings embodying the performances of its exclusive and 

world-class recording artists.  

Case 1:22-cv-07380-PKC   Document 13   Filed 09/22/22   Page 5 of 27

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
  Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

  Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
  With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

  Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
  Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

  Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


