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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK  
COUNTY OF KINGS 

  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- X  
THOMASINA JUDGE, as Administrator of the Estate of 
ERVIN JUDGE, deceased,  
 
                                                 Plaintiff,   
 

-against-  
 
ALTAF SHAIK, M.D., HENRY THUKHA, M.D., ALEKSANDR 
ORLOVSKIY, M.D., CROWN HEIGHTS CENTER FOR 
NURSING AND REHABILITATION, KINGS COUNTY 
HOSPITAL CENTER, NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND 
HOSPITALS CORPORATION and SEA CREST NURSING 
AND REHABILITATION CENTER, 
 
                                                 Defendants. 

  
Index No.: 512694/2023 
 
VERIFIED ANSWER  
TO COMPLAINT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------    X 
 

Defendant NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND HOSPITALS CORPORATION also s/h/a 

KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL CENTER, as and for its Verified Answer to the plaintiff’s Verified 

Complaint upon information and belief alleges as follows: 

THE PARTIES 

1. Denies knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of each 

and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as “1”, “2”, “3”, “4”, “5”, “6”, “7”, 

“8”, “9”, “10”, “11”, “12”, “13”, “14”, “15”, “16”, “17”, “18”, “19”, “20”, “21”, “22”, “23”, “24”, “25”, 

“26”, “27”, “28”, “29”, “30”, “31”, “32”, “41”, “42”, “43”, “44”, “45”, “46” and “47” of the Verified 

Complaint, and except begs leave to refer all questions of fact to the trier of fact and all 

questions of law to the Court. 

2. Denies in the form alleged each and every allegation contained in those 

paragraphs designated as “33”, “34”, “35”, “36”, “37”, “38”, “39”, “40” of the Verified Complaint 

except admits that defendant, NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND HOSPITALS CORPORATION, 

is a public benefit corporation established under the laws of the State of New York; and New 

York City Health and Hospitals Corporation operates defendant, KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL 

CENTER, located at 451 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11203, and who at times that may or 
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may not be referenced in the Complaint provided professional services to the decedent in a 

skillful manner in accordance with accepted standards of care, and begs leave to refer all 

questions of fact to the trier of fact and all questions of law to the Court. 

UNDERLYING FACTS 
 

3. With respect to that paragraph of the Verified Complaint designated as “48”, 

defendants repeat, reiterate and reallege each and every admission, denial, and denial of truth 

of each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as “1” through “47” with 

the same force and effect as if set forth fully herein. 

4. Denies knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of each 

and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as “49”, “50”, “51”, “52”, “53”, 

“54”, “55”, “56”, “57”, “58”, “59”, “64” and “65”  of the Verified Complaint, and except begs leave 

to refer all questions of fact to the trier of fact and all questions of law to the Court. 

5. Denies in the form alleged each and every allegation contained in those 

paragraphs designated as “60”, “61”, “62” and “63” of the Verified Complaint except admits that 

defendant, NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND HOSPITALS CORPORATION, is a public benefit 

corporation established under the laws of the State of New York; and New York City Health and 

Hospitals Corporation operates defendant, KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL CENTER, located at 

451 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11203, and who at times that may or may not be 

referenced in the Complaint provided professional services to the decedent in a skillful manner 

in accordance with accepted standards of care, and begs leave to refer all questions of fact to 

the trier of fact and all questions of law to the Court. 

6. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“66” except admits that on or about April 21, 2022 a purported notice of claim was presented to 

NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND HOSPITALS CORPORATION and that more than 30 days 

have elapsed since such presentation and that no adjustment has been made. 
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7. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“67” and “69” except admits that on or about March 8, 2023 a purported notice of claim was 

presented to NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND HOSPITALS CORPORATION and that more 

than 30 days have elapsed since such presentation and that no adjustment has been made. 

8. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“68,” except admits that a hearing was held on August 26, 2022 pursuant to §50-h of GML and 

that this action was commenced within one year and ninety days of its alleged accrual. 

9. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“70” of the Verified Complaint. 

AS AND FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
 

10. With respect to that paragraph of the Verified Complaint designated as “71”, 

defendants repeat, reiterate and reallege each and every admission, denial, and denial of truth 

of each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as “1” through “70” with 

the same force and effect as if set forth fully herein. 

11. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“72” and “73” of the Verified Complaint as to defendants, NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND 

HOSPITALS CORPORATION and KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL CENTER, and otherwise 

denies knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of each and every 

allegation, and begs leave to refer all questions of fact to the trier of fact and all questions of law 

to the Court. 

12. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“74” and “75” of the Verified Complaint. 

AS AND FOR A SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
 

13. With respect to that paragraph of the Verified Complaint designated as “76”, 

defendants repeat, reiterate and reallege each and every admission, denial, and denial of truth 
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of each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as “1” through “75” with 

the same force and effect as if set forth fully herein. 

14. Denies in the form alleged each and every allegation contained in those 

paragraphs designated as “77” of the Verified Complaint except admits that defendant, NEW 

YORK CITY HEALTH AND HOSPITALS CORPORATION, is a public benefit corporation 

established under the laws of the State of New York; and New York City Health and Hospitals 

Corporation operates defendant, KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL CENTER, located at 451 

Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11203, and who at times that may or may not be referenced in 

the Complaint provided professional services to the decedent in a skillful manner in accordance 

with accepted standards of care, and begs leave to refer all questions of fact to the trier of fact 

and all questions of law to the Court. 

15. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“78”, “79” and “80” of the Verified Complaint as to defendants, NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND 

HOSPITALS CORPORATION and KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL CENTER, and otherwise 

denies knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of each and every 

allegation, and begs leave to refer all questions of fact to the trier of fact and all questions of law 

to the Court. 

16. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“81” and “82” of the Verified Complaint. 

AS AND FOR A THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 
 

17. With respect to that paragraph of the Verified Complaint designated as “83”, 

defendants repeat, reiterate and reallege each and every admission, denial, and denial of truth 

of each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as “1” through “82” with 

the same force and effect as if set forth fully herein. 

18. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“84” and “85” of the Verified Complaint as to defendants, NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND 

FILED: KINGS COUNTY CLERK 05/25/2023 12:45 PM INDEX NO. 512694/2023

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 14 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 05/25/2023

4 of 14

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


 

 5 
 9016284 

HOSPITALS CORPORATION and KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL CENTER, and otherwise 

denies knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of each and every 

allegation, and begs leave to refer all questions of fact to the trier of fact and all questions of law 

to the Court. 

19. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“86” and “87” of the Verified Complaint. 

AS AND FOR A FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
 

20. With respect to that paragraph of the Verified Complaint designated as “88”, 

defendants repeat, reiterate and reallege each and every admission, denial, and denial of truth 

of each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as “1” through “87” with 

the same force and effect as if set forth fully herein. 

21. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“89” and “90” of the Verified Complaint as to defendants, NEW YORK CITY HEALTH AND 

HOSPITALS CORPORATION and KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL CENTER, and otherwise 

denies knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of each and every 

allegation, and begs leave to refer all questions of fact to the trier of fact and all questions of law 

to the Court. 

22. Denies each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as 

“91” and “92” of the Verified Complaint. 

AS AND FOR A FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
 

23. With respect to that paragraph of the Verified Complaint designated as “93”, 

defendants repeat, reiterate and reallege each and every admission, denial, and denial of truth 

of each and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as “1” through “92” with 

the same force and effect as if set forth fully herein. 

24. Denies knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of each 

and every allegation contained in those paragraphs designated as “94” and “95” of the Verified 
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