
 

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK 

  
E. JEAN CARROLL,   
  

Plaintiff, Index No.  _____________ 
  
      -against-      

 
 COMPLAINT AND  

JURY DEMAND 
DONALD J. TRUMP, in his personal capacity,   
  

Defendant.  
  

 
 
Plaintiff E. Jean Carroll (“Plaintiff” or “Carroll”), by and through her attorneys at Kaplan 

Hecker & Fink LLP, alleges as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Nobody in this nation is above the law. Nobody is entitled to conceal acts of sexual 

assault behind a wall of defamatory falsehoods and deflections. The rape of a woman is a violent 

crime; compounding that crime with acts of malicious libel is abhorrent. Yet that is what Defendant 

Donald J. Trump did to Plaintiff E. Jean Carroll.    

2. Roughly 23 years ago, playful banter at the luxury department store Bergdorf 

Goodman on Fifth Avenue in New York City took a dark turn when Trump seized Carroll, forced 

her up against a dressing room wall, pinned her in place with his shoulder, and raped her.  

3. In the aftermath, Carroll confided in two close friends. One urged her to report the 

crime to the police, but the other warned that Trump would ruin her life and livelihood if she 

reported it.  

4. Carroll chose silence—and remained silent for over two decades.  
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5. Carroll knew then that sexual assault was pervasive. She also knew that men have 

been assaulting women and getting away with it since before she was born. And she knew that 

while a woman who accused any man of rape was rarely believed, a woman who accused a rich, 

famous, violent man of rape would probably lose everything. She therefore reasonably concluded 

that if she accused Donald Trump of rape he would bury her in threats and lawsuits, and she would 

probably lose her reputation, not to mention everything she had worked for and achieved. 

6. Near the end of the 2016 presidential election, Carroll watched in horror as 

numerous women offered highly credible (and painfully familiar) accounts of Trump assaulting 

them; Trump responded with insults and denials; the public fractured; and Trump not only won 

the election, but grew more popular with some supporters as a result of the controversy. 

7. Carroll’s mother, a respected Republican official in Indiana, was dying during the 

last six weeks of the presidential election. Carroll, wanting to make her mother’s last days as 

pleasant as possible and avoid causing her any pain, decided to remain silent about what Trump 

had done to her. 

8. But that all changed in late 2017, when the Harvey Weinstein scandal and its 

aftermath signaled a profound shift in how American society responds to accusations of sexual 

misconduct by powerful men. It suddenly seemed possible that even Trump could be held to 

account. 

9. For Carroll, that project grew more urgent—and more personal—as the #MeToo 

era prompted a flood of new letters to her advice column seeking her counsel about how to respond 

to sexual assault and abuse. In her column, Carroll encourages her readers to be brave, to think 

clearly, and to seek justice. When readers overcome with the doubt and anxiety have turned to her 

seeking advice, Carroll has always advised taking action. But she never confessed her own 
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experiences. She never revealed that she, too, had been a victim of sexual assault. Over time, as 

described below, the contradiction between Carroll’s words and her actions became increasingly 

untenable. 

10. Carroll is a journalist. She watched as a throng of women came forward and accused 

Trump of sexual assault, only to be denigrated and then brushed aside. When she felt she should 

finally come forward herself, Carroll wanted to do it differently. She decided to describe Trump’s 

rape in a book she had already begun to write about her experiences with various men. She did not 

want to tell her story to the police, a newspaper, an elected official, or a fellow journalist, and be 

treated as a “victim.” In other words, she wanted to tell her own story on her own terms.  

11. When Carroll’s account was published, Trump lashed out with a series of false and 

defamatory statements. He denied the rape. But there was more: he also denied ever having met 

Carroll or even knowing who she was. Through express statements and deliberate implications, he 

accused Carroll of lying about the rape in order to increase book sales, carry out a political agenda, 

advance a conspiracy with the Democratic Party, and make money. He also deliberately implied 

that she had falsely accused other men of rape. For good measure, he insulted her physical 

appearance.    

12. Each of these statements was false. Each of them was defamatory. 

13. Trump knew that these statements were false; at a bare minimum, he acted with 

reckless disregard for their truth or falsity. Trump had recognized Carroll on sight at Bergdorf 

Goodman. He knew who she was when he raped her, and he knew who she was in 2019. He 

certainly knew that she was telling the truth. After he lied about attacking her, he surrounded that 

central lie with a swarm of related lies in an effort to explain why she would invent an accusation 

of rape. To do so, he smeared her integrity, honesty, and dignity—all in the national press.  
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14. These lies were familiar to Trump. He had used them before, when other women 

stated that he had grabbed, groped, or raped them. 

15. Trump’s defamatory statements injured Carroll. They inflicted emotional pain and 

suffering, they damaged her reputation, and they caused substantial professional harm.   

16. Carroll filed this lawsuit to obtain redress for those injuries and to demonstrate that 

even a man as powerful as Trump can be held accountable under the law.  

THE PARTIES 

17. Plaintiff E. Jean Carroll is a journalist, author, former writer for Saturday Night 

Live, and advice columnist for Elle magazine. She is a resident of the State of New York.   

18. Defendant Donald J. Trump is currently the President of the United States, although 

he is sued here only in his personal capacity. Since taking office, Trump has filed several lawsuits 

in his personal capacity, including Trump v. Vance, Jr. et al., No. 19 Civ. 8694 (S.D.N.Y.), Trump 

et al. v. Deutsche Bank AG et al., No. 19 Civ. 3826 (S.D.N.Y.), Donald J. Trump for President, 

Inc. et al. v. Padilla et al., No. 19 Civ. 1501 (E.D. Cal.), Trump v. Committee on Ways and Means 

of the U.S. House of Representatives et al., No. 19 Civ. 2173 (D.D.C.), and Trump et al. v. 

Committee on Oversight and Reform of the U.S. House of Representatives et al., No. 19 Civ. 1136 

(D.D.C.). Trump is also defending a related case pending in this Court. See Zervos v. Trump, No. 

150522/2017 (N.Y. Sup. Ct., N.Y. Cty.). Trump is a resident of the State of New York.  

JURY DEMAND 

19. Plaintiff E. Jean Carroll hereby demands a trial by jury. 

JURISDICTION & VENUE 

20. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to NY CPLR § 301. 

21. Venue is proper in this county pursuant to NY CPLR § 503 and § 509. 
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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

I. TRUMP RAPES CARROLL AT BERGDORF GOODMAN 

22. One evening between the fall of 1995 and the spring of 1996, Carroll left work and 

went to Bergdorf Goodman, the luxury department store on Fifth Avenue in New York City. She 

was and remains a regular shopper at Bergdorf’s.  

23. That evening, Carroll did not find whatever she was looking for and prepared to 

leave Bergdorf’s empty-handed. As she exited through Bergdorf’s revolving side door on 58th 

Street, Trump arrived and entered through that very same door, which was cater-cornered across 

from the Plaza Hotel. 

24. Trump instantly recognized Carroll on sight. They had met at least once before and 

had long traveled in the same New York City media circles. In this period, Carroll was doing the 

daily Ask E. Jean TV show, a small hit on the “America’s Talking” network started by Roger 

Ailes. She was also on a frequent guest and commentator on the widely watched Today show.   

25. Trump put up his hand to stop her from exiting and said, “Hey, you’re that advice 

lady!” Carroll, struck by his boyish good looks, responded by saying, “Hey, you’re that real estate 

tycoon!”  

26. Trump said that he was at Bergdorf’s to buy a present for “a girl” and asked Carroll 

to come advise him. Carroll was surprised but thrilled that Trump would want her advice. She 

stuck around, imagining the funny stories that she might later recount.   

27. Trump and Carroll began searching for a gift that Trump could give to the unnamed 

girl. As they stood just inside the door, Carroll pointed to the handbags. Trump made a face; he 

did not like that idea. Carroll instead suggested a hat. Trump walked over, going straight for a fur 

hat, prompting Carroll to object that no woman would wear a dead animal on her head.  
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