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(12) United States Patent (10) Patent No.: US 7,006,890 B2 
Foygel (45) Date of Patent: Feb. 28, 2006 

(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MANAGING 5,051,779 A * 9/1991 Hikawa ....................... 399/84 
WORK LOAD DISTRIBUTION AMONGA 5,287,194. A * 2/1994 Lobiondo ......... ... 358/296 
PLURALITY OF IMAGE OUTPUT DEVICES 5,339,168 A * 8/1994 Evanitsky et al. ... 358/402 

5,689,755 A * 11/1997 Ataka ............................ 399/8 
75 6,104,468 A * 8/2000 Bryniarski et al. ........... 355/18 (75) Inventor: Dan Foygel, Oakland, CA (US) 6,157,436 A 12/2000 Cok ............................ 355/40 

(73) ASSignee: y Kodak Company, Rochester, * cited by examiner 
NY (US 

Primary Examiner-Khoi H. Tran 
(*) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this (74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm-Frank Pincelli 

patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. (57) ABSTRACT 

(21) Appl. No.: 10/726,453 A method, System, and computer Software program for 
controlling operation of a photofinishing lab having a plu 

(22) Filed: Dec. 3, 2003 rality of output devices for producing a plurality of different 
O O output products for a plurality of different job orders wherein 

(65) Prior Publication Data each of the output devices capable of outputting one or more 
US 2005/O125094A1 Jun. 9, 2005 of the plurality of different output products. The system 

includes a controller for monitoring and controlling opera 
(51) Int. Cl. tions of the plurality of different output devices with respect 

G06F 7700 (2006.01) to the job orders in queue. A display device connected to the 
(52) U.S. Cl. ........................................... 700/213; 399/8 controller displays the operational Status of each of the 
(58) Field of Classification Search 700/213; plurality of the output devices in a predetermined format. 

399/8 75.82.270/1.01 103 The controller producing a visual indication when the opera 
See application file for complete search history tional efficiency reaches a predetermined criteria and auto 

matically adjusting the operational Status of at least one of 
(56) References Cited the plurality of output devices or prep device for in response 

to reaching the predetermined criterion. 
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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