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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 

WESTERN DIVISION 
 

JESSICA FARSON    ) 
      ) 
 Plaintiff    ) 
      )   
v.      ) Case No.    
      ) 
COOPERSURGICAL , INC.,   ) 
THE COOPER COMPANIES, INC.,  ) 
FEMCARE, LTD. – UK SUBSIDIARY OF  ) 
UTAH MEDICAL PRODUCTS, INC., and ) 
UTAH MEDICAL PRODUCTS, INC. ) 

) 
 Defendants    ) 
 

PLAINTIFF’S COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND  

NOW COMES Plaintiff, Jessica Farson (hereinafter “Plaintiff” and/or “Ms. Farson”) by 

and through her counsel, Griffin Purnell LLC and The Henry Law Firm and for her cause of action 

against Defendants CooperSurgical, Inc., The Cooper Companies, Inc., Femcare, Ltd. – UK 

subsidiary of Utah Medical Products, Inc., and Utah Medical Products, Inc. (collectively 

hereinafter “Defendants”), all jointly and severally, as the companies and/or successors in interest 

to the companies that designed, developed, manufactured, tested, labeled, packaged, distributed, 

marketed and/or sold the Filshie Clip medical device that was surgically used in Plaintiff and 

others throughout the United States and the world. Accordingly, Plaintiff alleges and states to the 

Court as follows:  

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

1. Plaintiff brings this civil action to recover damages within the jurisdictional limits 

of this Court including all (1) General Damages; (2) Special Damages; and (3) Punitive Damages 

as well as all other damages allowable under Ohio law as a result of the use, design, manufacture, 
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surveillance, sale, marketing, advertising, promotion, labeling, packaging, and distribution of 

Filshie Clips. 

2. Plaintiff brings claims fully set forth below asserting: (1) design defect; (2) 

manufacturing defect; (3) strict liability; (4) negligence; (5) gross negligence; and (6) punitive 

damages. 

3. This claim arises from Ms. Farson’s Filshie Clip tubal ligation procedure which, 

because of Defendants’ actions and omissions, resulted in a series of damages. 

II. PARTIES 

4. Plaintiff, Jessica Farson lives in Fremont, Ohio, and is subject to the jurisdiction of 

this Court, and is deemed to be a resident of the State of Ohio for purposes of venue and 

jurisdiction.  

5. Defendant, The Cooper Companies, Inc. (“Cooper Companies”) is a Delaware 

corporation with its principal place of business located at 6101 Bollinger Canyon Road, in San 

Ramon, California. For diversity of citizenship purposes, Defendant Cooper Companies, Inc. is a 

citizen of both Delaware and California. Cooper Companies, Inc. may be served with process by 

serving its registered agent at 251 Little Falls Drive, Wilmington, DE 19808.  

6. Defendant CooperSurgical, Inc. (“CooperSurgical”) is a Delaware corporation with 

its principal place of business located at 95 Corporate Drive in Trumbull, Connecticut. 

CooperSurgical may be served with process by serving its registered agent at CooperSurgical, Inc., 

95 Corporate Drive, Trumbull, CT 06611.  

7. Defendant Femcare, Ltd. is a UK subsidiary of Utah Medical Products, Inc. with 

its principal place of business located at 32 Premier Way, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 9DQ, United 

Kingdom. Femcare, Ltd. – UK Subsidiary of Utah Medical Products, Inc. may be served with 
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process by serving its registered agent Karen Elizabeth Glasbey, FemcareUK, 32 Premier Way, 

Romsey, Hampshire, United Kingdom SO519DQ. 

8. Defendant Utah Medical Products, Inc. is the parent company of Femcare, Ltd. with 

its principal place of business located at 7043 South 300 West, Midvale, Utah 84047-1048 and 

may be served with process by serving its registered agent Ben Shirley at 7043 South 300 West, 

Midvale, UT 84047. 

9. CooperSurgical is a subsidiary of Defendant Cooper Companies, Inc. Defendant 

CooperSurgical is a citizen of both Delaware and Connecticut for diversity of citizenship purposes. 

Cooper Companies, Inc. and CooperSurgical, Inc. are referred to collectively hereinafter as 

“CooperSurgical.”  

10. Femcare, Ltd. is a UK subsidiary of Utah Medical Products, Inc., and a citizen of 

England for diversity of citizenship purposes. Utah Medical Products, Inc. is a citizen of Utah for 

diversity of citizenship purposes.   

11. All acts and omissions of the Defendants as described herein were done by its 

agents, servants, employees and/or owners, acting in the course and scope of its respective 

agencies, services, employments and/or ownership.  

III. JURISDICTION & VENUE 

12. This Court has subject matter original jurisdiction through diversity of citizenship 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1332(a) because the Plaintiff is a citizen of Ohio, the named Defendants 

are citizens of different states and the amount in controversy exceeds the sum of value of 

$75,000.00, exclusive of interest and costs.  

13. This Court has specific jurisdiction over these Defendants because they 

purposefully availed themselves of the privilege of conducting business in the state of Ohio and 
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established minimum contacts sufficient to confer jurisdiction over these Defendants, and the 

assumption of jurisdiction over Defendants will not offend traditional notions of fair play and 

substantial justice and is consistent with constitutional requirements of due process.  

14. CooperSurgical, Femcare, Ltd., and Utah Medical Products sell their products and 

intend that they be used by medical professionals treating patients in Ohio.  

15. At all times relevant hereto and alleged herein, the Defendants conducted and 

continue to regularly conduct substantial business within the state of Ohio which included and 

continues to include, the research, safety surveillance, manufacture, sale, distribution and/or 

marketing of Filshie Clips which are distributed through the stream of interstate and intrastate 

commerce in the state of Ohio, and within the Northern District of Ohio.  

16. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b) and 18 U.S.C. 

§1965 (a) because a substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to the claim occurred in 

this District and each Defendant transacts business affairs and conducts activity that gave rise to 

the claim of relief in this District.  

IV. FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

a. Plaintiff Brings this Action Because Filshie Clips Injured her after migration. 
 

17. Plaintiff in this action seeks compensation for injuries she sustained in connection 

from the use of Filshie Clips, a medical device used in tubal ligations. 

18. This action is brought by Plaintiff. Ms. Farson was implanted with a female birth 

control device known as a Filshie Clip. In short, this device is intended to cause bilateral occlusion 

(blockage) of the fallopian tubes by applying a clip onto the fallopian tubes which then anchors 

and elicits tissue growth, theoretically causing a closure of the tubes. However, in reality, the clips 

migrate from the tubes wreaking havoc on the female body.  
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b. What is a Filshie Clip and How is it Supposed to Work? 
 

19. Filshie Clips are part of the “Filshie Clip system” for laparoscopic tubal ligation 

which involves applying a titanium clip with silicone rubber lining around each of the fallopian 

tubes.  

20. The Filshie Clip works by exerting continued pressure on the fallopian tube, 

causing avascularization for the 3 to 5 mm area it encompasses. The silicone continues this 

pressure even after necrosis starts and the fallopian tube decreases in size. Fibrosis then occurs, 

and the clip is peritonealized if all goes as planned.   

21. Defendants’ disposable delivery system consists of an applicator which allows 

insertion into the women’s body to allow the clip to be snaped onto the fallopian tube.  

22. A women’s choice of birth control is a deeply personal decision, particularly when 

choosing a long-acting form of birth control like a tubal ligation which should permanently alter a 

women’s body. 

c. Background on Filshie Clips and the FDA Process. 

23. Femcare, the manufacturer of the Filshie Clip, obtained Conditional Premarket 

Approval (PMA) by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). The Defendants’ failure to 

conform with the FDA requirements prescribed in the PMA and violations of relevant state and 

federal law form the basis of this lawsuit.  

24. Class III medical devices are those that either “present a potential  unreasonable 

risk of illness or injury or are for a use in supporting or sustaining human life or for a use which is 

of substantial importance in preventing impairment of human health.” 21 U.S.C. § 360(c)(1)(c)  

25. Because Filshie Clips are classified as a Class III medical device the FDA evaluated 

Filshie Clips’ safety and effectiveness prior to granting the product Conditional PMA in 1996.  
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