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Asserted Patent r Clalm 39

39. A method for processing returned mail items sent by a sender
to an intended recipient, the method comprising:

decoding, subsequent to mailing of the returned mail items,
information indicating whether the sender wants a corrected
address to be provided for the intended recipient, on at least one of
the returned mail items;

obtaining an updated address of the intended recipient
subsequent to determining that the sender wants a corrected
address to be provided for the intended recipient; and

electronically transmitting an updated address of the intended
recipient to a transferee, wherein the transferee is a return mail
service provider.
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39. A method for processing
returned mail items sent by a sender to
an intended recipient, the method
comprising:

decoding, subsequent to mailing
of the returned mail items, information
indicating whether the sender wants a
corrected address to be provided for
the intended recipient, on at least one
of the returned mail items;

obtaining an updated address of
the intended recipient subsequent to
determining that the sender wants a
corrected address to be provided for
the intended recipient; and

electronically transmitting an
updated address of the intended
recipient to a transferee, wherein the
transferee is a return mail service
provider.
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An Example

Referring to Fig. 1 at the return mail service provider's location, the
returned mail (block 15) is received f rom the United States Postal Service
(block 90). (3:39-43)
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0E¡/BPrfvsrc^t n39. A niethod fcr prccessing
returned maií iterns sent by a senoei"tc
an intendeC recipient, the nrethnC
coniprising:

decoding, subsequent to mailing
of the returned mail items, information
indicating whether the sender wants a
corrected address to be provided for
the intended recipient, on at least one
of the returned mail items;
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eiectronicaliy transrnittinç an
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recipient to a ti'anslereç. v'¡r.,ergin ir*
transferee is a. re\';rr,,naii sen'!c*
prcvider.
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An Example

The undeliverable mail is then fed through the mail sorter
20 with barcode optical scanner 40, as indicated in input
block 2O2.The optical scanner 40 then reads the
machine-readable information on each envelope as
indicated in logic block 2O4.The two-dimensional
barcode is then decoded from each envelope as
indicated in logic block 206. (4:41-44)

'548 Patent at FlG. 2.4:41-44
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