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TV channel to give
round-the-clock
weather bulletins

Weather-obsessed Britons will soon be able t6 tune
in to a round-the-clock TV channel catering espe-
clally for them. Pelmorex of Canada is linking with
The Weather Department, a UK independent fore-
casting group, to offer The Weather Network by sat-
ellite to cable franchises this spring. Pelmorex
research shows that about 90 per cent of Britons
seek weather information at least once a day. The

. Weather Network’s target is to reach 5m homes by
2000. Page 8; Weather, Page 20
Algeria bombs kil 17: Two car bombs went off
in Algiers, killing at least 17 people and wounding
more than 80. An estimated 50,000 people have died
violently since 1992, when the aulhnriUes cancelled
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Major to stan

Threat to cut contacts
with Sinn Fgin amid
fears.of more bombs

By Robert Peston,

John Kampiner and Jimmy
Burns in London and John
Murray Brown in Dublin

The UK is expected to press on

a general election by Moslem

talists, In the Guif state of Bahrain, an leumic
organisation said it planfed a bomb which exploded
outside a hotel injuring three people.

US envoy wins assurances on Dayton deal:
US envoy Richard Hol-
brooke (left) said he had
won commitments from
the presidents of Serhia
and Bosnia to abide by
the Dayton peace deal
despite a row over Bos-
nian Serb officers

detained in Sarajevo,
“Both presidents reaffirm

their full commitment to
Dayton,” Mr Holbrooke
said In Belgrade. Last
week the Bosnian Serb army suspended contacts
with Nato after the Bosnian government detained
several Bosnian Serbs as suspected war criminals.
Contact was resumed afige four of the detainees
were freed on Saturday.

Spare part culture: Doctors will soon be able to
Jreplace almost any body part with implants engi:
*neered from living cells and synthetic materials,
the American Association for the Advancement of

Science I heard. Page 20; Search for alien life, Page 3.

Pnlnrul prepares big p

Investment bahks are about to be plrkm to manage
eastern Europe’s biggest privatisation this year -
the flotation of state copper producer Polska Miedz.
The international offering is expected to value the
company at about $2bu (£1.2bn). Page 21

Diamend claim queried: Central Selling Org-
anisation, the London-based diamond cartel organ-
ised by De Beers of South Africa, has a smaller
share of the warld ‘s rough diamond trade than it
claims, indepengdent analysts suggest. Page 21

Prudential Corperation will decide today
whether to back Farnell Electronics’ £1.8bn take-
over of Premier Industrial Corparation at Thurs-
day's extraondinary meeting. The decision of the
insurer, which controls 6 per cent of Farnell shares,
could be crucial to the deal’s chances of gaining
shareholders’ approval. Page 21

Japan tunnel rescue suspended: Japariese
rescuers failed in an attempt to dynamite a huge
boulder off  road tunnel which collapsed at the
weekend trapping 19 bus passengers and a lone car
driver on the northern island of Hokkaido.

warder freed: A prison officer was
freed after being held at knifepaint by two inmates
at the topsecurity Whitemoor jail, Cambridgeshire.

Airline accused: British Midland is being
accused of endangering life in a criminal prosecu-
tion being brought this week in Bedfordshire. The
Civil Aviation Authority case, involving two sum-
monses, relates to an emergency landing at Luton
airport last February.

Top jockey in hospital: Jockey Walter Swin-
burn, three times a Derby winner, was unconsclous
fha Hong Kong hospital intensive care unit after
being thrown from his horse at the start of a rice.

‘Virtual Barbie, a digitised version of the “real”
queen of playland, will lead a move by Mattel of the
US to exploit an untapped sector of the toy market
on CD-Rom, worth ax estimated S1bn (g600m)a  *
vear. Madia futures, )ge 15; Observer, Page 19

Deep Blue victory: IBM chess computer neep
Blue beat warld champion Garry Kasparov in

first match of a six-game series in P’hlladelp'hia. ‘I'he
second game was being played last night.

European Monetary System: The Spanish
peseta last week took advantage of a lull in the
debate over a single European currency to climb
four places to the top of the EMS grid. The order of
currencies was otherwise unchanged, with the
<pfea:! betwéen strongest and weakest widening
tly. France’s central trimmed the inter-

slight
vention rate to 3.9 per cent. Currencies, Page 30

with its plans to
hold elections in Northern Ire-
land, in spite of stiff opposition
from Dublin, as the British and
Irish governments make desper-
ate attempts to salvage the peace
process following Friday's IRA
bombing in London's Docklands.

Amid concern from the secu-

| rity services that there may be

further IRA attacks, there were
also warnings last night from
offi¢lals and senjor Conservatives
of an escalation of terrorist vio.
lence and possible loyalist retali-
ations, which could extend to the
streets of Dublin,

Aftersa four-hour meeting last
night with senior ministers, Mr

| John Major, the prime minister,

will today tell the House of Com-
mens that all ministerial costact
with Sinn Féin will cease unless
the IRA renews its ceasefire. A
similar ban. on political talks
with Smn Féin is being ndoplrd
by D

‘\lr “.Ul)r will also rb-ller.'lir.‘
that an elective process remains
his preferred route to all-party
talks on a Northern Ireland set-
tlement, in the face of commentS
yesterday from his Irish counter-
part, Mr John Bruton, that such
a move “immediately after. the
resumption of violence would
pour petrol on the flarhes”. A
close colleague of Mr Major’s said

By Stewart Dalby in Belfast

Further IRA violence in mainland
Britain or Northern Ireland could
severely damage the province's embry-
onie economic revival, business leaders

and economists said last night.

“l am shattered by the news of the
IRA bomb,” said Mr Douglas Riley,

chief “executive of British Tel
Ireland and former chairman

Northern Ireland.

“Everything was going so well. | hap-

of the
Confederation of British Industry in

it would be “naive” to expect the
British government to soften its
commitment to elections: “We
continue to believe it offers the
best way forward.”

Mr Bruton and Mr Major talked
by telephone yesterday after-
noon, when they agreed that “the
priority is an immediate end to
violence and restoration of the
‘ceasefire”, according to a Down-
ing Street official. The two pre-

Eeace Crisis Pages6&7

W Adams' credibility shattered
W Peace talks ‘can continue’
M Insurance premiums threat
B Ring of steel closes on City
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Time to take stock ... Page 19
Editorial Comment .....Page 19

miers will meet later this month.
Mr Bruton yesterday criticised
Mr Major for presenting the IRA
with only two options over the
past fortnight: to hand over
weapons or agree 10 the elective
process. He said he would con-
tinue to press for a meeting
involving all relevant groups to
‘resolve the peace deadlock, mod-
elled on the Dayton, Ohio, confer
enge which belped negotiate an
end to the Bsnia conflict.
FoJlowing the South Quay
ing, which claimed two
‘es, British ministers are under-

pen to know just how much new lmul
ment is in the pipeline. Now, if I were a
foreign investor, T would probably sit
back and wait and see what happens.”

Mr Riley said it did not matter
whether the violence was confined to
the mainland: “It does not make any
difference where the bombings are. It is
the perception of the place that suffers.”

Northern Ireland has been enjoying a
+obust economic recovery in the 18
the IRA ceasefl
gross domestic product rising more
quickly than for the UK as a whole.

ecom

months. since

d by Ulster poll plan

A British soldier assists at a roadblock near Belfast airport as security s tightened after the IRA bombing in London's Docklands Poure AP

stood to have been advised by the
intelligence agencies to expect up
to four bombings on the main-
land over the next 10 days. “The
assessment given to them is of a
major campaign of relatively
short duration,” one senior offi-
said.

Mr David Veness. assistant
commissioner of London’s Metro-
politan Police, said the police
were “extremely concerned” that
further attacks could occur “any
time, anywhere” on the mainland
~ and he urged ‘the public to
exercise “particulay vigilance”.

UK generally,

re, with
eign

1.5m, more than 70 per cent up dy 1994,
The Northern Ireland Industrial
Development Board, the main conduit
for foreign investment, says inquiries a
from potential investors have risen by
64 per cent compared with a year ago.
Mr John Simpson, a leading economic
commentator, estimates that 20 new for-
investment projects,
between £500m and £600m and creating

Security on the mainland is

ady back to pre-ceasefire lev-
els, a Downing Street official
said, adding that the use of army
and police in Northern Ireland
would also be “scaled up” as nec-
essary.

Therg was also a warning from
Mr-fichard Needham, a former
Northern Ireland minister, of loy-
alist reprisals’ in Dublin. “The
Protestant paramilitaries will not
have forgotten that the main rea-
son for the ceasefire was their
indiscriminate campaign of sec®
tarlan ‘murders”, he says in

this year.

March 1695,
“Ir

Northern
ffected,”

worth
Northern

5,000 to 6,000 jobs, could be permitted
ere were six new foreign
investment commitments in the year to

this is just a oneofl to try and
frighten the British government, then
Ireland might not be

“However, if this is the start of a new
campaign it can only be damaging. It
dues nol really matter whether the
bombs London or here. You can-
not dimiocme IRA activity from

Ireland’

today's Financial Times. The
Irish capital could mot “expect
this time to remain immune il
the violence on the British main-
land escalates to the towns and
cities of Ulster”,

Loyalist politicians have been
urging their supporters to remain
«calm, but Mr Billy Hutchinson, of
the Progressive Unionists, a
fringe loyalist party with links to
paramilitaries, said attacks in the
Irish Republic were “inevitable”
if the [RA made further strikes in
mainland UK.

The cost of the damage caused

by the Docklands bombing is now
put at between £75m and £150m,
according to the Association of
British Insurers. Many busi-
nesses could see their terrorism
Insurance costs Increase by as
much as twothirds.

The police last night appealed
for information about a blue flat-
backed lorry, probably based on a
Ford Cargo chassis, with the
false registration C292

In (he Irish Republic,

the

Garda said yesterday that it was
monitori 15 the situation as it
develops”.

,Renewed violence puts province’s recovery at risk

Unemployment, usually higher than the
is at 114 per cent, the
lowest since 1981, Tourisd is booming,
with arrivals this year expected to (op

One immediate effect of the bomb will
be an increase in security costs. The net
cost of public spending on Northern

Ireland by the British taxpayer is esti-

mati

Simj

ed at £3.5bn a year, of which £800m
goes on security. Both figures exclude
the cost of keeping mainland British
regiments in Ulster.

Sir Patrick Mayhew, Secretary of
State for Northern Ireland, had hoped to
save £100m from the security bill over
the next two to three years. With RUC
officers back' working overtime, these
savings will probably not be possible.

Eurotunnel
set to spend
£400m on
services

By Charles Batchelor,
Transport Correspondent

Eurotunnel, the Anglo-French
company which operates the
Channel tunneL rail link between
Britain and France, plans to
spend up to £400m over the next
four years improving passenger
facilities, in spite of jts £8bn
debt.

This week, Eurotunnel is

expected to confirm that it will
ask a French court to appaint a
mediator — a mandataire ad hoc

- 10 help with n@goliatiuus with
its 225 banks about refi
Eurotunnel mspenrlrd interest
pdyments on the debt last Sep-
tember. Its banks have been told
that the lenlmem of a media~]
for would be an Informal proce-

dure which did not affect credi-

 tors' rights.

Despite the debt, Eurotunnel
hopes to spend up to £400m
modernising terminals  and
expanding its fleet of shuttle

By Pater Montagnon,
Asia Editor

Japanese companies are gen-
erally disappointed with the prof-
itability of their investmenis in
Britain, which now total more
than $30bn (£12.4bn), according to
a survey. by the KPMG accoun-
tancy firm.

KPMG said a survey of 70 top
Japanese industrial companies
found that none thought their
profits were high, whereas 40 per
cent sald they were average
53'per cent said they faced Jow

profits or losses.

Profits failed to live up to
expectations because European
economies went lmo nnrse
instead of booming as the
market came into force in lm
the survey showed.

In addition, the value of the
yen soared, putting pressure on

«cost of imported components,
and heavy oompemlnn dented
margins, in areas such
a5 consumer: elulmﬂu in which

o O 1% a% 5% | irains to achleve an urgently
! needed increase in passenger | Japanese companies specialise.
= The chart shows the member currencies of the numbers. “Japanese companles were
d ltewects to win the approval a lot of
tweakest currency in the. of the curren-« | of 118 banks for projects intended | 1980s, given the worries about
 cies are permitted 10 fluctuate 15per cent of urope in the run-up to
:mmzlmzsmhd of the Continued on Page 20 | the single market. There Wi
- are the D-Mark and the Spanish tunnel rall link inme but it
mmwmmmawmmmd : Page 14 | wasn't mllv out,” sald
_ s T S TR

DOCKET

_ ARM

Most Japanese
groups ‘unhappy
with UK profits’

Mr Crispin O'Brien of KPMG.
ere was no question of Japa-
nese companies pulling out of the
UK. In fact, more investments
might flow in as component sup-
pllm established plants, he said.
it the companies were having
In rtlhink their approach to mn
agement, marketing and servi
in order to increase their retunu.
“Japanese suppliers must learn
to go in and and te hard-

nosed with Slr Stanley Kalms [
chairman of the Dixons electric

retailing, mm and come out

with a decent ;" said one
!or#lher-law;ucexmme. i

ereas Japanese companies

had mast the art of cheap

nmdncuan. they now realised

ey could not compete on price

especially since they were
fl:!n| competition from more
recent investars urope such
a3 South Korea.

Nearly 70 pu- cent of the com-
panies polled said they were
looking at ways to improve their
averall competitiveness. Thls
vmu]d require better lll!"

unting procedures. pln-
pouu ipﬂ:ﬂhhh activities, and
ting efforts,
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it Hlegal to distribute *

cent” material over the Inter-
net and other computer net-
works, was appended
telecommunications legislation
aimed primarily at deregulat-
ing the US market for tele-
phone “and cable television
services,

The "antismut™ measures
won broad political support
amid rising public concerus
about TV violence and pornog-
raphy on the Internet. Yet the
spectre of government-regu
lated censorship of traditional
and electronic média is
encountering growing opposi-

tion.

Already , the American Civil
Ligaties' Union has filed legal
challenges to the Internet
restrictions, which would slap
fines of up to $250,000 and
jail terms of up to two
years on anyone found guilty
of distributing "indecent”
materials on the Internet that
could be accessed by anyone
under the age of 18

At the weekend. much of
the Internet’s World Wide
Web was used to protest at the
new law. The protest was
mounted by Internet oriented
companies such as Netscape,
and by libertarian groups and
individuals

The cyberporn law-is an
unconstitutional testriction on

free speech, the ACLU charges. *

Although the new law purports
to protect minors, it will in
effect place severe restrictions
on all usegs-of the Internet, the
group mafhtains,

For example,

critics say the

such as the roof of the Sistine
Chapel. electronic publication
of baoks including the King
James Bible, and use of the
Internet to disséminate infor-

to

mation about Aids or breast
cancer. It is already a crime,
free-speech advocates say. to
use crude words in an elec
tronic mail message sent over
the Internet.

Yet in m

s the new
legislation  sim| extends
existing “decency” laws to
cyberspace. It has long been a
federal offence, for example, to
use obscene language on the
telephone, although the law is
rarely enforved.

One significant difference in
the new law, however, is that
companies which provide
Internet access services as wel
as commercial online informa-
tion services, may now be held
liable for the distribution of

“indecent” material on their
networks.

'o- protect themselves from
legal liability, these companies
may now be forced to police
bulletin boards and Internet
pages in search of anything
that might be considered offen-
sive.

Even Vice-President Al Gore,
the Clinton administration’s

chief advocate of telecommuni-

cations reform legislation,
appears to have rcservmuns
about the new cybe:

“We have agreed to let h sumd
or fall according to the judg:
ment of the courts,” he said
last weel

Other methods of screening
out pornography on the Inter-

e vk bk Al b0 cmsmshlp oftraﬁltiodaland G
the US is encountering opposition, says. Louise Kehoe

net are already available, Gore
noted. These include software
that automatically blocks
access to X-rated Internet sites
and services that “rate” Inter-
net gites according to their
suitability for young computer

The Clinton administration
has no such qualms, however,
about the V-chip legislation,
‘which it believes will enable
parents to prevent their
children seeing inappropriate
programmes.

The new law gives broadcast.
ers and cable TV companies
one year to develop a rating
system for TV programmes.
These programme ratings
would be transmitted - over

Sex, lies and the Internet

t the beginning of this month thé
US media giggled when John Goy-
dan became the first person to cite
his spouse’s online affair with a paramour
named The Weasel as grounds for divorce.
The story. while amusing, has disturb-
ing implications, becatise the Internet has
begome a powerful social influence in

today’s society.
Indeed. the psychological impact of the
Internet has oot been fully digested.
according to Sherry Turkle. a psychology
professar at the Massachusetts Institute of
ey, “The adultery case seems

savs,

“Cyberspace is chany
people relate to each other,
anid that has tremendots implications ™

Turkle has just written a book on the
subject called” The Second Self, based ‘on
hundreds of psvchoanalvtic interviews
with eybersurfers, Fer Net users, there is
no clear definition between spaces in
which people are playing roles and spaces
in which people are truly soclalising, she
says. The Net is a weekend parlour game
to some, but deadly serious to others.

She describes the devastation of one
eybersurfer who pursued someone called

* Fabulous Hot Babe for months, only to

discover that Babe was really an 83-year-
ald man living in a nursing home in
Miami.

“In eyberspace, it's not clea® when yot
bave fo be who you say you are” says
Turkle,

Idéntification is even more crucial now
that the Internet is becoming commercial-
istd. Positive identification ‘may not be

“important to someone wanting to play out
a casual fantasy. It is vital, however, to
companies selling products over the wires.

- A 15-year-old boy, for instance, can pose as
@ 30vearold man to purchase beer and
credit cards can be misused - the Net

Victoria Griffith finds
cyberspace socialising
is on the increase

relies on users to use their own names.

Net users cannot even be sure they are
talking to a real person - increasingly
machines are used to do the talk
Turkle says. As an example, she cltes
cybersurfer teraction with “bots”, ghar-
acters that-are programmed to behate in
certain ways on the Net. Bots work by
recognising certain words and. churning
out automatic responses. A primitive bot
programme might respond to the state-
n sad today” with “Why are vou

But Julia, the creation of Michael Maul-
din of Carnegie Mellon University and one
of the most sophisticated bots on the Net,
fools many into thinking she is human,
turning out many cléver responses,
sider the Tollowing typed Inlzrn(-l

exchange:
User Brandi: Brandi bites Juli.
Bot Jdulia: Julig shuns all vermin like

Turkle says she was particularly sur-
prised 1o find in her research that Internet
SYS were willing to talk to characters
n nm-r realising they were pro-
grammed characters. She cites one man
whn continued to consult a computerised
psychoanalyst, even though the pro-
's responses were inappropriate. In
one exchange Roger told the compiter:
“[My wife] does not make me feel loved",
comiputer responded: “It must be nice
10 be so loved.” Roger continuéd to consult
the programme because hé found the
exchanges helped him deal \hth his prob-
lems, Turkle says
She believes lha! the next generation

will spend even more time soclalising with
computers, and recalls a group of children

puter toy
“cheat”. “They were attributi
characteristics to the computer,”

Turkle

She believes cyberspace can have a posi-
tive as well as a negative influence on its.
users - citing. for example. patients who
have used role playing 10 overcome fears.

“One man was terribly shy in person,
yet online he was popular and outgoing.
Eventually, his social life on the Internet
began to give him more confidence in his
face to face encounters ™

Turkle dismisses criticisms: that the
Internet can be pddictive and says the
amount of time spent on the Net does not
determine whether someone is having a
positive or negative experience.

“[know people who spend all day on the
telephone, but they are not considered
telephone addicts,” she says. .She also
believes. that adult cybersex on the Net
can be helpful, as long as the rules are
clear on what is fantasy and what is real-
ity. She says people may find the Net
disturbing and exaggerate its benefits and
shortcomings- because they have so little
experience in dealing with it.

She is also concerned about US efforts to
give public schools access to the Net and
about hype over porn: Y.

"Thv Inl.ernt‘l cafrl save our children's
educal ys. “It's neither saviour
nnv demun [t/!ll depomls on how it's

e apfmistic. though, that society
will defelop a healthier view of the Net.
“People will start to follow certain rules of
soclal conduet, and then the Net will just

considered another tool for interaction.
But it may take a while to come to grips
with its Impact.”

. < says. That's assuming you

Vechip in TV
could,

it
chip to block all programmes
they. deem msuitable for
children.

the
!l. Vlawm
the

™
free fo. prodice and transmit
programmes M their choice;
uuy would simply have ty
, 2s the

film_ inds
er does v'mh its rltlngr

system.
How will the rating sys
work? And tlm:r.lnfviw

. lence will be censored? the

ACLU asks. Football games,

effective rating system, the
Federal Communications Com-
%Bsim will take on the role of

censor.

US TV companies haye so far
proved reticent on the issue of
the V.chip. The industry has
generally been opposed to a

government-mandated rating

s)sl.em. although theére had
under way to cre-
nte u voluntary rating system
and plans to test-market V-chip
systems.
These efforts have proved
too little, too late. In Canada,
where the idea of the V-chip
originated, several cable TV
companies are already offering
V-chips to their subseribers.
With the V-chip law now in
place, US TV networks and
cable companies are under
pressure to respond, but it is
not yet clear whether they will
raise legal challenges to the
new law. The Industry risks a
backlash of public opinion if it
opposes the law, but fears the
loss of advertising revenues on
*X.rated” programmes if 4t
complies, industry analysts

say.

However, it is not clear that
the V-chip legislation will
achieve the goals of its sup-
porters by limiting TV sex and
violence. Critics of the legisla-
tion say that it may give TV
companies an excuse to broad-
cast more racy or violent pro-
grammes once the rating sys-
tenl'is in place. *

Whether or not-there are
legal challenges to delay imple.
mentation of the V-chip law, it
is' likely to be many years
before “clean TV" is widely
available, because it will
require the replacement of mil-

Dear Mr
Jackson: Our
~ in-store cam-
eras have

recorded your

reprated visits

to our fruit end

vegetable

counter.  Yet

even though you buy things in

departments - I hope last

month’s kid gloves came in

handy cold =

we see that you have never
bought us.

Three times last week, you

mangoes, but never took the

plunge. writing  to
wou know about our upcoming

smiaf affer on tropical fruit.

As far as T know, no shopper
has ever received such a letter;
Camera technology is many
years from being able to follow
a single person around &
department ‘store, let alone
tally that person's movements
against sales recor

Yet these methods of keeping:
f4bs on the behaviour of cus
mm,e;s are possible today in
‘eybérspace. Technology fs
already in place - and ready to
be put to use on the World
Wide Web of the Internet -
that will allow Web site own.
ers to gather an alal
range of informatjon on the
+peaple who look a4, their Web
pages from PCs at home.

Most Internet users are not
aware that such possibilities
exist. They believe, .correc
that when they surf the Web,
the information sent from their
PC to the Web site is an 1P
address - a string of digits that
specify the Internet location of
the computer they are logging
in from. Tracking down the
customer from that informa,
tion alone is an inexact sci-
ence, since a'single IP address

by hundreds of
ing at & company,
or thousands of people using
an online service.
[~ But the leading software
used on the Web contains a
little- known wrinkle that
increases the power of compa-
nies to find out who their cus-
tomers are and what they are
up to. It allows companies t

ThlS bug in your PC
is a smart cookie

Jong, and in what order,
That information can be
.lied against information the
nmml'wwidu of his own
g:e = for hmm when

in from home or work, there

tal- “was such a fuss that the coni-

pany was forced into a hasty
damage-control ‘exercise™ to
reassure the world that its

“registers” for

by giving a4 name and e-mail
or provides a rredn
card number and a address
when ordering a delivery - to
produge a mmprehenswe
record of int vipur.
Most cxlnnnlln:ry of all,
this information can be stored
on customers’ ovm PCs with-
uul their knowledge. It can be

ompany that collected the
information can_ benefit” from
it. And when the customer con-
nects to the Web site later, the
site can silently interrogate his
PC and pick up the informa.
tion.

The formal namé for the
objects where the information -
is stored i “persistent client-
state hypertext transfer proto-
col zookies”. These who dis:
‘miss this as an early April Fool
JoKe can find the specification
describing the cookies by using
the search engine on Netscape
Communications’ home page.
A-tithmieal note written in
July 1985 describes the specifi-
cation as preliminary, and

warns users to tregt it with
caution. But the facility has
been fully on Nets.

intentions

Clientstate, ies are in a
slightly - different category.
They do not al eon:
pany tosnoop on . and
they gather nmiy information
about consumers' behaviour at
a slngle epmpany’s Web site, or

information that customers
Ives volunteer.
But many PC users may take

stood in front of the fresh _kept in a form so that only the  a dim view of Netscape’s fail-

ure to draw. their attention to
the fact that their behaviour
miay be tracked in this way.
Moreover, there appears to be
only one way to disable the
facility; by manually amending
or deleting the COOKIE.TXT
file containing all the cookies.
Netscape describes the sys-
tem as “a powerful new tool
‘which  enables a host of naw
{ypes of applications to be writ-
ten for Web-based. envimn—
ments”, and of cousse the co
pany is right. Cookies .\Ilov.
customers to' do repeat busi-
ness. with com s without
having to retype details.
There are plenty of other very
useful purposes 1o which the
cookies could be put in future.
Vet the tale of these cookies

cape browser software since
version 1.2,

Each cookie. or nugget of
information, can be up to four
kilobytes and each server is
allowed to deposit 20 cookies
on every client computer. The
total of 80 kilobytes that this
represents is roughly equiva-
lent to 18 articles the length of
this one. But this limit can be
circumvented by, the simple
device of having a number of
different servers inside the
company. As a result, a. com-
pany can theoretically store 1.2
megabytes of information -
twice the length of Persuasion

each customer PC.
s a group, those who
inhabit, the onlitié world tend

to be watchful of tl'u-lr pmaL ¥
When they became aware las)
year that MSN, \iicrnsu!ts
online service, was able to

is an of the possi-
bilities that Internet marketing
opens up. In the old days, plac,
ing an advertisement was like
firing 4 blundgrbuss: remem-
ber the old quip that haif the
money spent on - advertising
was wasted, but that no-one
knew which half, Today, tech-
nology has created silver bul-
lets that allow companies to
target people individually.

In the long tefm, this is a
good, thing, lor it will failor
advertising more closely to
what consumers want. But at
stake is the issue of privacy
‘Wwhich needs to be debated.

The only consolation is that
breaches of privacy using this
echnology are unlikely to
ave any life-anddeath conse-
quences. The worst thing most

panies will do, after all, is
t '\lo sell you something.
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ing newspapers in Culann
(wwow.elttempo.com) has

ull a nicely laid out site iﬂ'
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@ The top 10 financial ser-
of 1995 are
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An |

has some good information for

sole function seems to be to

nmake you feel guilty for not
your entire

in Swiss francs,

® Fundscape ~(hetp:ifund-

private investors, even if its .

:ump-ny listings and an
online version of American-Is-
rael Business Magazine and
the Giza Investment Letter,
Might be useful if you're dolng

usiness in the Mean-

b region.
while, the Mizrahi Bank

list, and well

® Asite that advertises itself
by saying it “includes photos
and Iany links to other

lama sites” has to

alpaca tes”
be worth 4 look, no? Ah well.
(hitpihome.earth-"
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ton and graduate school of
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i happy to give
P detailerof
courses nt lu straightforward
site.

L] nmuy, for US residents, {f
you're pining for Caramel
deLites or Leman I'aslrv
no further, It'
*ﬁ %usu t Cookie. lhnln llllﬂ.
“hup,'i,'cnakies.bptr!mw-
. Strangely, the URL was left
off last week's mention of the
- Global Access site. For the

lions of TV sets and coble TV | track which Web pages an indi.  download & list of programs on  Ttm Jackson can be reached at
decoder boxes. vidual looks at. when, for how customers® PCs as they Tim. Jabksonia pobox.com
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That's why we've dedicated our TeSOUrCes o meeting their
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investor, welve ped 3
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