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[57] ABSTRACT 

A method of encoding an optical image comprises: 
converting the optical iamge to an image grid com
prised of an image matrix of pixels each having at least 
two possible intensity values; providing a master grid 
comprised of a master matrix of pixels each having at 
least two possible intensity values; and transmitting, for 
each pixel location of the image matrix, a pixel intensity 
value representing the intensity value of the master 
matrix at the corresponding location, its complement, 
or a random intensity value, depending on the intensity 
value of the pixel in the image matrix at the correspond
ing location. Also described is an apparatus for carrying 
out the above encoding method. 

19 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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