


Case 1:14-cv-01380-LPS Document 3 Filed 11/07/14 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 41

AQ 120 (Rev.08/10)

TO:

Mail Stop 8
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

REPORT ON THE
FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
TRADEMARK

In Compliance with 35 U.5.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court

[ Trademarks or

on the following

for the District of Delaware

A Patents. ([ the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. §292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
11/7/2014 for the District of Delaware
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT
SHEEX, INC. BEDGEAR, LLC
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT . . .
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
I US8,402,580 B2 3/26/2013 Sheex, Inc.
2 UUS8,566,982 B2 10/29/2013 Sheex, Inc.
3
4
5

In the above—entitled case. the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED

INCLUDED BY
(] Amendment

1 Answer [ Cross Bill [] Other Pleading

PATENT OR

TRADEMARK NO.

DATE OF PATENT
OR TRADEMARK

HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISIONAUDGEMENT

CLERK

(BY) DEPUTY CLERK

DATE

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director

Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 4—Case file copy
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Case 1:14-cv-01399-UNA Document 3 Filed 11/12/14 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 40

AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
) Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.0. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware on the following
O Trademarks or [/ Patents. ( [] the patent action involves 35 U.8.C. § 292.):
DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
11/12/2014 for the District of Delaware
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT
SHEEX, INC. E&E CO. LTD., D/B/A JLA HOME
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT " - . .
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1 US8,402,580 B2 3/26/2013 Sheex, Inc.
2 US8,566,982 B2 10/29/2013 Sheex, Inc.
3
4
5
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[0 Amendment ] Answer [J Cross Bill [] Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT DA ,
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1
2
3
4
5

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement 1ssued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director  Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file copy
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DOCKET NO.

DECISION/JUDGMENT CONTINUED
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
Address : COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

APPLICATION NO./ FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR / ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.
CONTROL NO. PATENT IN REEXAMINATION
13/271.884 12 October, 2011 WALVIUS ET AL. 29712-0002002
EXAMINER
FISH & RICHARDSON P.C. (BO)

P.O.BOX 1022 Nicholas Polito
MINNEAPCLIS, MN 55440-1022
' ART UNIT PAPER
3673 20130213
DATE MAILED::

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or

proceeding.

Commissioner for Patents

The IDS filed 1/25/2013 was inadvertently missed in the mailing of the Notice of Allowance on 2/5/2013. Therefore, the IDS filed
1/25/2013 has now been considered and is attached hereto.

/ROBERT G. SANTOS/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3673

PTO-90C (Rev.04-03)
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Applicant :
Serial No. :

Filed

Title

Attorney Docket No.: 29712-0002002

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Susan Walvius et al. Art Unit 3673
13/271,884 Examiner : Nicholas F. Polito
: October 12, 2011 Confirmation No.: 4645

Notice of Allowance Date: February 5, 2013

: FABRIC SYSTEM

MAIL STOP ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE

In response to the Notice of Allowance mailed February 5, 2013, enclosed is a completed

Part B - Fee(S) Transmittal and Comments on Examiner’s Reasons for Allowance.

The issuc fee in the amount of $1770 1s being paid concurrently herewith. In addition,

please apply any other necessary charges or credits to Deposit Account 06-1050, referencing the

above attorney docket number.

Date: February 13, 2013 /Frank L. Gerratana/

Respectfully submitted,

Frank L. Gerratana
Reg. No. 62,653

Customer Number 26161
Fish & Richardson P.C.
Telephone: (617) 542-5070
Facsimile: (877) 769-7945

22082201.doc
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be
completed where appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance lees will be mailed to the
current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1. by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or
(b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications,
CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A cerfificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
26161 7590 02/05/2013 Fee(s) Transmittal. This certilicate cannot be used for any other accompanying

papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

FISH & RICHARDSON P.C.

FILING VIA EFS§

P.O. BOX 1022

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55440-1022
‘ APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE ‘ FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. ‘ CONFIRMATION NO. ‘

13/271,884 10/12/2011 Susan Walvius 29712-0002002 4645

TITLE OF INVENTION: FABRIC SYSTEM

‘ APPLN. TYPE ‘ SMALL ENTITY l ISSUE FEE DUE ‘ PUBLICATION FEE DUE ‘ PREV. PAID [SSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE ‘ DATE DUE ‘
nonprovisional NO S1770 50 81770 05/05/2013
‘ EXAMINER [ ART UNIT ‘ CLASS-SUBCLASS ‘
POLITO, NICHOLASF, 3673 005-49500
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 1 Fish & Richardson P.C.

[ ] Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence

1s OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. Pl 8 orus ey

[ ] "Fee Address” indication {or "Fee Address” Indication form Eé;jﬁ:r];:n;:t;‘;i;lgf:jgg;gj g:z:}::i;?n? E? z:nub: rt; 2
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3

Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identilied below, no assignee data will appear on the pateni. If an assignee is ideniified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment,

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
SHEEX, Ine. Chapin, South Carolina
Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ ] Individual [X] Corporation or other private group entity [ | Government
da. The following fiee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s):
[X] Issue Fee [ ] A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed.
[ ] Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) [ ] Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

[ ] Advance Order - # of Copies [X] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment, to

Deposit Account Number 06-1050

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

[ ] a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. [ ]b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).
The Director of the TUSPTO is requested to apply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-apply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above.
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent: or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signatre /Frank L. Gerratana/ Date February 13, 2013

Typed or printed name ~_ Frank L. Gerratana Registration No. 62,653

22982203.doc
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Attorney Docket No.: 29712-0002002

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant : Susan Walvius et al. Art Unit 3673
Serial No. : 13/271,884 Examiner : Nicholas F. Polito
Filed : October 12, 2011 Confirmation No.: 4645

Notice of Allowance Date: February 5, 2013
Title : FABRIC SYSTEM

MAIL STOP ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

COMMENTS ON EXAMINER'S REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE

The applicant’s representative Frank Gerratana (Reg. No. 62,653) attended a telephone
interview initiated by the examiner on January 17, 2013. In accordance with MPEP Section
713.04, the substance of the interview is included herein. The interview included a discussion of
a proposal by the examiner to cancel previously withdrawn claims, as well as a request by the
examiner for a terminal disclaimer to be filed in this case.

It is recognized that in accordance with M.P.E.P, § 1302.14, the Examiner’s reasons for
allowance need not sct forth all of the details as to why the claims arc allowed. In the above-
referenced application, it is not conceded that the Examiner’s stated reasons for allowance are
the only reasons for which the claims are allowable. The Examiner’s reasons for allowance
indicate that particular claim elements are not disclosed or suggested by the prior art of record,
yet the claims may be patentable for other reasons as well, including the inventive combination
of all of the recited claim elements. It is not conceded that the specific limitations identified by
the Examiner are necessary to distinguish the art of record or to satisfy the requirements of 35
U.S.C. § 112. Moreover, the Examiner does not assert, and it would not be conceded, that the
Examiner’s reasons have any bearing on the patentability of claims in any other applications
directed to the disclosed subject matter.

In addition, each dependent claim stands on its own and may be allowable on its own
merits. In particular, each dependent claim may be allowable on the basis of a combination of
some of the features recited in the dependent claim and its base claim(s), which combination of

features may not include all of the limitations identified in the Examiner’s reasons for allowance.
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Applicant ; Susan Walvius et al, Attorney’s Docket No.: 29712-0002002
Serial No. : 13/271,884

Filed : October 12, 2011

Page : 20f2

Pleasc apply any necessary charges or credits to Deposit Account 06-1050, referencing
the above attorney docket number.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: February 13,2013 /Frank L. Gerratana/

Frank L. Gerratana
Reg. No. 62,653
Customer Number 26161
Fish & Richardson P.C.
Telephone: (617) 542-5070
Facsimile: (877) 769-7945

22082202.doc
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o . Sub-Totalin
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 1770
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142744
1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-858) Resp_trans.pdf no 2

SeRT62 B0 Facces ed 745 16050 22604 1ee.
16k

Warnings:

Information:

55003

Post Allowance Communication -
2 . comments.pdf no 2
Incoming

Fiib2b3295bdatTa® 11a5faT40c I c 3020

Warnings:

Information:

30049
3 Fee Worksheet (SB0S) fee-info.pdf no 2

FeTOfd ald e 63668 16h oo id THI0R
edbBi

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes); 227796

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.5.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/E0Q/903 indicating acceptance of the application asa
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/R0/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknewledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom
of Information Act (5 U.S.C, 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting

evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conierence, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reascns presented at the interview as
warranting lavorable action must be filed by the applicant, An interview does not remove the necessity for reply fo Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135, (35 U.5.C, 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be fransacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do s0. Itis the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

— MName of applicant

—MName of examiner

— Date of interview

— Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

—Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, efc.)

—An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

— An identification of the specific prior art discussed

— An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

— The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,

2) an identification of the claims discussed,

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK" on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner’s initials.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. .. 13/271,884 WALVIUS ET AL.
Notice of Allowability Examiner Art Unit
Nicholas Polito 3673

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308,

1. [X] This communication is responsive to the interview held on 1/17/2013.

2. [ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 25-43. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
hitp:/fenanw.uspto.govipatents/init_events/pph/index.isp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@usplo.goy. .

4. [] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

a)[J Al b)[JSome* c¢)[JNone of the:

1. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ___
3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: ______

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [J CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.
O including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of

Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c}) should be written on the drawings in the front {not the back) of
each sheel. Replacement sheet{s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. ] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [] Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. [ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. [X] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date

3. 0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [ Cther .

of Biological Material
4. [ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date 1/17/2013 .

/ROBERT G. SANTQOS/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3673

LS, Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 09-12) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20130125
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Application/Control Number: 13/271,884 Page 2
Art Unit: 3673

EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee.

Authorization for this examiner’'s amendment was given in a telephone interview
with Frank Gerratana on 1/24/2013.

The application has been amended as follows:

Claims 14-24 are CANCELLED.
2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Murphy et al.
and Taniguchi et al., taken either alone or in combination, do no teach "a finished fabric
at least 90 inches wide comprising....[a] performance fabric having an elasticity such
that the performance fabric has a tendency to sag by an amount that is greater than a
threshold amount of sag determined by a finishing process, such that the sag would
interfere with the finishing process if the performance fabric were circularly knit at
greater than a 72.5 inch circumference”. The prior art is silent as to the width limitations
of elastic performance fabrics and therefore does not teach joining two fabric portions
together, one portion comprising the elastic performance fabric, in order to make a
finished fabric at least 90 inches wide.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably
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Application/Control Number: 13/271,884 Page 3
Art Unit: 3673

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on
Statement of Reasons for Allowance.”
Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Polito whose telephone number is (571)270-
5923. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30-6:00.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
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[19] The State Intellectual Property Office of the People's Republic of China
[51] Int. CL
DO4B 1/22 (2006.01)
A47G 9/02 (2006.01)
[12] Patent Specifications for a New Utility Model

Patent Number ZL 2005200149440
[45] Date of authorized publication: November 29, 2006 [11] Authorized publication number CN 2841696Y

[22] Date of application: September 16, [74] Patent agency: Tian Cheng Intellectual
2005 Property Agency Company Limited of

[21] Application number: 200520014944.0 | Ningbo City

[73] Patentee: Lin Bo Agent: Huang Xiaofan

Address: Li Sen (Ningbo) Company
Limited, 6" fl., Gu Lou Building, Number | 1 page of claims, 2 pages of specifications
75 Zhong Shan Xi Lu, Ningbo City, and 1 page of attached figure

Zhejiang Province, postal code 315010
[72] Designer: Lin Bo

[54] Name of new utility model

A bedding with a knitted fabric

[57] Excerpt

The present utility model discloses a bedding with a knitted fabric, comprising a weft
knitted textile substrate and is characterized in that: on the edges of the aforementioned
textile substrate, there are overseams comprising two needles and four threads or three
needles and five threads. On the textile substrate, there may be reinforcement ribs
comprising cutting needles. There may also be sock sockets on the textile substrate. A
dustproof layer is placed on the textile substrate. The aforementioned dustproof layer
comprises a water solution, which comprises a fluoride, organic silicone compounds,
surfactants, adhesives and a nano ceramic and which is then applied on the textile
substrate. The present new utility model has the following advantages: it is quite
comfortable and soft; stiff, smooth, flexible and resistant to wrinkles; has good moisture
absorption; is easy to treat for functions, such as dustproofing treatment, etc.; and is easy
to clean.
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200520014944.0 Claims Page 1 of 1

1. A bedding with a knitted fabric, comprising a weft knitted textile substrates (1),
which is characterized in that on the edges of the aforementioned textile substrate
(1), there are overseams (2) comprising two needles and four threads or three
needles and five threads.

2. The aforementioned bedding with a knitted fabric according to claim 1, which is
characterized in that on the aforementioned textile substrate (1), there are
reinforcement ribs (3) comprising cutting needles.

3. The aforementioned bedding with a knitted fabric according to claim 1, which is
characterized in that there are sock sockets (4) on the aforementioned textile
substrate (1).

4. The aforementioned bedding with a knitted fabric according to claim 1, which is
characterized in that dustproof layer (5) is placed on the aforementioned textile
substrate (1). The aforementioned dustproof layer (5) comprises a water solution,
which comprises a fluoride, organic silicone compounds, surfactants, adhesives
and a nano ceramic and which is then applied on the textile substrate (1).
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200520014944.0 Specifications Page 1 of 2

A Bedding with a Knitted Fabric
Technical Field

The present new utility model relates to beddings, including bed covers, bed
sheets, pillow covers and pillow cases, etc. More specifically, it is a bedding with a
knitted fabric.

Background Technology

Existing beddings all use the woven fabrics made by warp machines. Though
woven fabrics are resistant to washing and it is not easy for them to become deformed,
they lack comfort and softness. With an improvement in the people's standards of living,
people have a higher demand for the comfort and softness of beddings. The common
knitted fabrics have the comfort and softness required, but certain technical
measurements are required to be taken to achieve the use of the common knitted fabrics
on beddings.

Contents of the Invention

The purpose of the present utility model is to overcome the deficiencies in the
existing technology by providing an improved bedding, so that beddings are more
comfortable and softer.

The technical solution used by the president utility model in resolving the
aforementioned technical issue is: A bedding with a knitted fabric, comprising a weft
knitted textile substrate. It is characterized in that on the edges of the aforementioned
textile substrate, there are overseams comprising two needles and four threads or three
needles and five threads.

To optimize the aforementioned technical solution, the measures adopted by the
present new utility model also include:

On the textile substrate, there are reinforcement ribs comprising cutting needles.

There are sock sockets on the textile substrate.

A dustproof layer is placed on the textile substrate. The aforementioned dustproof
layer comprises a water solution, which comprises a fluoride, organic silicone
compounds, surfactants, adhesives and a nano ceramic and which is then applied on the
textile substrate.

Since the present new utility model has adopted the aforementioned technical
measures, compared with the existing technology, it has the following advantages:

It is quite comfortable and soft;

It is stiff, smooth, flexible and resistant to wrinkles;

It has good moisture absorption;

It is easy to treat for functions, such as dustproofing treatment, etc.; and
It is easy to clean.

e
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200520014944.0 Specifications Page 2 of 2
Specifications on the Drawing

Figure 1 is a structural diagram of the embodiment of the present new utility
model.

Specific Embodiment

Following is a detailed for the description of the present new utility model in
combination with the figure.

Refer to the figure. The present new utility model comprises a weft knitted textile
substrate 1. On the edges of textile substrate I, there are overseams 2 comprising two
needles and four threads or three needles and five threads. To make the bedding stronger
and more appealing, reinforcement ribs 3 comprising cutting needles can be formed on
textile substrate 1. Based on the need, sock sockets 4 can also be placed on textile
substrate 1. Weft knitting machines generally can only knit materials with a smaller
breadth, whereas beddings are rather wide. To overcome the limits of conventional
production equipment, a plurality of sewing equipment tables can be pieced together for
operations. The sewing process is easy. Functional treatment can also be performed on
the bedding in the present new utility model. A dustproof layer 5 is placed on textile
substrate 1. The aforementioned dustproof layer 5 can comprise a water solution, which
comprises a fluoride, organic silicone compounds, surfactants, adhesives and a nano
ceramic and which is then applied on the textile substrate 1. The present utility model can
be made into beddings such as bed covers, bed sheets, quilt covers and pillow cases, etc.
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Drawing attached to specifications
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(19) Japanese Patent Office (JP)

(12) Official Gazette for Kokai Patent Applications (A)

(11) Japanese Patent No.
Patent No.: Hei8(1996)-256891
(43) Publication Date: October 8, 1996

(51) Int.CL.° Identification Symbol JPO File Number  FI Tech.Indi
A47G 9/02 A4TG  9/02 A
Ad7C 212 A47C 27/12 G

Request for Examination: Not Submitted
Number of Claims: 1 OL
(Total of 3 pages in the original Japanese)

(21) Application Number: Kokai No.: Hei7(1995)-68393
(22) Filing Date: March 27, 1995
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(54) [Title of the Invention] Functional bedding
(57) [Abstract]

[Purpose] The present invention is to provide bedding that is capable of replacing a part thereof so as to
recover functionality in an arbitrary manner, or to allocate another functionality thereto.

[Constitution] Functional bedding comprising a multiple number of separate pieces that can be mutually
freely attached or detached, wherein functionality is allocated 1o at least one of the separate pieces.
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[Claim]
[Claim 1] Functional bedding comprising a multiple number of separate pieces that can be mutually freely
attached or detached, wherein functionality is allocated to at least one of the separate pieces.

[Detailed Explanation of the Invention]

[0001]

[Industrial Field of Application] The present invention relates to bedding that is obtained by the arbitrary
allocation of functionality to at least a portion thereof.

[0002]

[Background Technologies] Traditionally, the allocation of functionality to bedding has been conducted by
means of physical techniques that utilize unique characteristics possessed by the fibers themselves, such as
insulating fiber materials, absorbent fiber materials, and the like. In some special cases, materials that
have been processed by chemical treatments have been also utilized.

[0003]

[Problem that the Invention is to Solve] However, in ¢very case, the allocation of functionality to bedding
has been conducted to the entire portion of the bedding cover or the bedding pad. Thus, when
functionality has been allocated through chemical treatments, [unctions have been diminished by repeated
washing. In an attempt to retain the initial functions, it has been necessary to replace the entire portion of
the cover or the pad even when they have not at all been damaged, which has been problematic.
Alternatively, if it has been necessary to allocate some other functions, it has been necessary to replace the
entire portion of the cover or the pad even when the functions have been allocated through physical
techniques.  The present invention is designed to solve such traditional problems, and to provide bedding
that is capable of replacing a part thereof so as to recover functionality in an arbitrary manner, or to allocate
another functionality thereto,

[0004]

[Means for Solving the Problem] The present invention solves the problem stated above, by means of
functional bedding that comprises a multiple number of separate pieces that can be mutually freely attached
or detached, wherein functionality is allocated to at least one of the separate picces.

[0005] The number of separate pieces that constitute the bedding of the present invention is not particularly
limited; however, it is desirably in the range from 5 to 15, If it is smaller than 5, this is economically
advantageous, but the separate pieces might not be positioned at a location that requires the functionality.
Conversely, if it exceeds 15, the separate pieces may be positioned at a location requiring the functionality,
but the cost involved in forming the bedding is increased; moreover, because the bedding is divided into
many small pieces, the resulting bedding becomes rough, which makes it difficult to obtain comfortable
sleep.

[0006] Moreover, “bedding” in the present invention collectively refer to items utilized for sleeping, such
as comforters, mattresses, blankets, sofas, cushions, sleeping bags, blankets utilized in vehicles, and the like.
“Functionality” in the present invention refers to various types of functions that are required for bedding,
such as hygroscopicity, deodorization, antibacterial, fragrance. freshness, insulation, and the like. These
functions are usually allocated 1o the cover or the pad of the bedding.

[0607] Figure | is a plan view showing an example of the functional bedding of the present invention,
which has been embodied as a matiress comprising five separate pieces.  Separaie piece | is positioned at
the head, and separate piece 5 is positioned at the feet.  In this case, in order o render the separate pieces
to be mutually freely attachable and detachable, desired connecting members, such as snaps, hooks,
buttons, planar tapes, ribbons, and the like, may be provided on the sides of separate pieces 1 to 5.

[0008] Hygroscopicity can be allocated through the following methods: a hydrophilic compound such as
polvethyvlene glycol and the like can be blended, a hydrophilic layer can be formed on the fiber surface, the
cross-sectional surface can be rendered to take a polygonal shape, or multiple fine pores can be formed on
the fiber surface. The separate pieces to which hygroscopicity has been allocated are desirably positioned
at lpcations in confact with the back, arms, hands, ete. (separate pieces 2 and 3 shown in Figure 1)
During the summer, by increasing the locations at which the separate pieces to which hygroscopicity has
heen allocated are positioned, the resulting bedding can be utilized as a comtortable bedding.

[0009] To achicve deodorization, fibers to which deodorization has been allocated through a well-known
method, such as the method utihizing the nentralization reaction of acid group of zeolite, are utilized for the
cover or the pad of the separate pieces, and the resulling separate pieces are posilioned at locations
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requiring deodorization as needed.

[0010] To achieve antibacterial effects, fibers to which a well-known antibacterial agent, such as
quarternary ammonium salt and the like, has been allocated, are utilized to form the fibers with
antibacterial effects, and the resulting separate pieces are positioned at locations requiring deodorization as
needed.

[0011] To achieve fragrance, a fragrance with sedation effects or hypnotic effects is sealed in a
niicrocapsule and the like, and the resulting capsule is caused to adhere [to the separate pieces] through the
use of an appropriate binder so that {the resulling separate pieces] are rendered to be wash-resistant up to
several times of washing. The allocation of fragrance may be achieved by utilizing the fragrant fibers to
form the cover or the pad, or alternatively by allocating fragrance after the cover and the pad have been
formed. The separate piece to which {ragrance has been allocated is desirably positioned al the head
{separate piece | shown in Figure 1),

[0012] To achieve freshness, a textile having a hemp-like wexfure or {abric having a rough surface may be
utihzed as the cover of the separate pieces.  Similar 1o hygroscopicity, if such separate pieces to which
freshness has been allocated are utilived for the majority of the bedding during the summer, the resulting
bedding 1s rendered to be more comfortable.

[0013] Insulation may be achieved in the following manner: a fleece material may be utilized as the cover
of the separate pieces, extremely [ine ibers or hollow fibers may be utilized to retain air layers, or a textile
with less thermal conductivity may be utilized. Moreover, fibers into which ceramic fine powder has been
mixed therein may be utilized for the pad.  The separate picces to which insulation has been allocated may
be positioned at locations requiring insulation as needed; in particular, during the winter, such separate
pieces may be positioned at many locations such as at the locations of the hands, lower back, back, and feet,
to obtain comfortable sleep (separate picces 2 to 5 shown in Figure 1).

[0014] Figure 1 shows an example that consists of 5 separate pieces arranged in a vertical direction in
consideration of the possible utilization of various functional materials and economic factors. However,
depending on the type of the functional material, the bedding could consist of 6 picces arranged in a
horizontal direction. In addition, the separate pieces do not have to have the same size, and the size
thereol’ may be changed as needed. Moreover, not only may multiple separate pieces with the same
function be positioned at multiple locations, but multiple separate picces with multiple different functions
may also be positioned at multiple appropriate locations. For example, fragrance may be allocated to
separate piece 1 1o be positioned at the head, and antibacterial effects may be allocated to separate piece 5
to be positioned at the feet,

-
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For the functional separate pieces, lighter separate pieces may be utilized; for example, a blanket may
be utilized as the functionality piece for a matiress/comforter.

[0015]

[Effects of the Invention] The functional bedding of the present invention is constituted with multiple
separale pieces that are mutually [reely attachable and detachable, Therelore, it becomes possible 1o
partially replace the separate pieces to which the functionality has been allocated, to recover the
functionality in an arbitrary manner, or to allocate some other functionality to the bedding.

[Brief Explanation of the Drawings)

[Figure 1] Figure | is a plan view showing one example of the functional bedding of the present
invention.

[Explanation of the Reference Numerals]

1: Separate piece to be positioned at the head

5: Separate picce to be positioned at the feet

[Figure 1]
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Novelty
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performance fabric portions comprises knitting at least two discrete performance fabric portions.

Detailed Description

An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is included for a method of making bed sheet at least 90 inches wide from
performance fabric.

Use

Making method of finished fabric (claimed) at least 90 inches wide for use in manufacturing beddings for

residential settings or in marine, boating and recreational vehicle environments.

Advantage

Provides the bedding system that utilizes the beneficial properties of performance fabrics, the design of
which acknowledges and addresses limitations in the manufacture of the fabrics. Obtains a high gauge
circular knit fabric for use in bedding which has superior performance properties while allowing for
manufacture by machinery presently available and in use. Provides the performance fabric with advanced
breathability which enables heat and moisture transfer through evaporative cooling, thus, keeping the user
is cooler, drier and more comfortable than with cotton. Provides the bedding which holds a distinct
advantage over cotton in enabling, accommodating and maintaining optimum thermal conditions for sleep,
which in turn can lead to faster sleep initiation and deeper, more restorative sleep. Provides sheets that
offer enhanced drape and comfort compared to traditional cotton bedding, and are as fine as silk, yet
provide the benefits of high elasticity and recovery along with superior breathability, body-heat transport,

and moisture management as compared to traditional cotton bedding.

Drawing Description

The drawing shows an illustration of a non-rectangular shaped sheet.
14 - Stitching.

16 - Main portion.

18 - Interior edge.

20 - Edge of sewn-on portion.

Abstract

The bedding material, comprising a first fabric and second fabric portions, wherein the first fabric portion
for performance fabric and has the first side and a second side, wherein the second fabric portion attached
to the first fabric portion of the first side surface. In addition, also can be attached to the third fabric part is
on a second side of the first part of the surface fabric. The first fabric portion is attached to the second
fabric part by flat lock stitch. The first fabric portion may include a first region and a second region,
containing different function properties of a second region in which the first region, and the first area is

provided with wicking radiating or reducing moisture.
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Claims

Claims
All Claims (28)

Claims (English)

1. An artificial fibre fabric comprises the bed sheet, the fabric has high permeability and cotton fabric,
heat resistance, and high moisture wicking characteristic.

2. Bed according to claim 1, wherein said fabric comprises fabric, the finished fabric comprises the fabric
part is a cylindrical knitting; And the second cylindrical knitted fabric part; At least one of the fabric part
comprises performance fabric part; The first and the second fabric portion is separated and combined to
form the finished fabric.

3. The bed according to claim 1, comprising border.

4. Bed according to claim 2, wherein the first and second fabric portions is provided with different
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characters,

5. Bed according to claim 4, wherein at least one of the fabric property comprises moisture control.
6. Bed according to claim 1, wherein the fabric is a knit fabric of synthetic fibre.

7. Bed according to claim 1, wherein the fabric has a length that is at least 17 of the knitting needle.
8. Bed according to claim 1, wherein the fabric is a cylindrical knitting.

9. Bed according to claim 1, the sheet is stretched to adapt the baby bed and the adult bed.

10. Bed according to claim 1, it can be adequately stretching to adapt standard rectangular bed and
smaller, non-rectangular sea bed.

11. Bed according to claim 1, it can be fully stretched to the adult bed adapted baby bed or standard.
12. The bed according to claim 1, wherein at least 90 inches wide.

13. Bed according to claim 1, it is provided with about 102 inches length and size of approximately 91 of
an inch.

14. Bed according to claim 1, the bed sheet comprises a pull line, the pull line belt capable of stretching
is to increase the tension around the edge of the bed sheet.

15. Bed according to claim 4, wherein at least one of the fabric property is UV protection.

16. Bed according to claim 4, wherein at least one of the fabric characters are as antimicrobial.
17. Bed according to claim 4, wherein at least one of the fabric property is heat.

18. Bed according to claim 4, wherein at least one of the fabric property is wind.

19. Bed according to claim 4, wherein at least one of the fabric property is anti-water.

20. Comprising a cylindrical fabric for bed sheet, the cylindrical knitted fabric comprises high
performance artificial fibre.

21. The bed according to claim 20, wherein at least 90 inches wide.
22. Bed according to claim 20, wherein said sheet comprises at least two cylindrical knitted fabric.
23. Bed according to claim 20, wherein fabric comprises polyurethane-polyurea copolymer fibre.

24, When bed according to claim 23, wherein polyurethane-polyurea copolymer fiber comprise of the
fabric, such that, if the cylindrical knitting the knitting needle number is , under the condition without
damaging the integrity of the polyurethane-polyurea copolymer fibre fabric can be knitted to not exceed
72.5 circumference.

25. A cover of bed of the bed, the bed sheet comprises artificial fibre fabric, the fabric is compared with

the cotton fabric with high air permeability, high heat conductivity and high moisture wicking
characteristic.

26. According to claim bed according to claim 25, wherein fabric comprises cylindrical knitted fabric.
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27. Bed according to claim 25, wherein the bed sheet is at least 90 inches wide.

28. A single bed, the bed sheet comprises a cylindrical knitting artificial fibre fabric, the fabric is provided
with knitting needle number is at least 17, and the fabric with the cotton fabric with high air
permeability, high heat conductivity and high moisture wicking characteristic.
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Attorney Docket No.: 29712-0002002

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant : Susan Walvius et al. Art Unit @ 3673

Serial No. : 13/271,884 Examiner : Nicholas F, Polito
Filed : October 12, 2011 Conf. No. : 4645

Title - FABRIC SYSTEM

MAIL STOP RCE

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Please consider the reference listed on the attached PTO-1449 form.

Copies of United States patent documents will be provided upon request. Copies of all
non-U.S. patent documents and other documents are enclosed.

The United States patent applications and/or patents listed below contain material related
to material in this application. Copies of the applications and/or patents, their current claims (in
the case of patents), and their transaction histories from the patent office public PAIR website are
enclosed (or were provided previously with information disclosure statements identified in the
table).

The applicant invites the examiner to consider the claims and claim amendments of these
other applications and/or patents, and the positions of the examiners and the applicant that appear
in their prosecution histories. The applicant understands that the examiner has direct access to
these papers at the patent office, but will be happy to provide copies to the examiner upon

request.
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Date: January 24, 2013 /Frank L. Gerratana/
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Attorney Docket No.: 29712-0002002

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Susan Walvius et al. Art Unit  : 3673
13/271,884 Examiner : Nicholas F, Polito
: October 12, 2011 Conf. No. : 4645

: FABRIC SYSTEM

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

PETITION FOR THREE-MONTH EXTENSION OF TIME UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.136

Please extend the period for response to the action dated May 30, 2012, for three months

to and including November 30, 2012,

The fees in the amount of $1290 are being paid concurrently herewith. In addition,

please apply any other necessary charges or credits to Deposit Account 06-1050, referencing the

above attorney docket number.

Date: November 29, 2012 /Frank L. Gerratana/

Respectfully submitted,

Frank L. Gerratana
Reg. No. 62,653

Customer Number 26161
Fish & Richardson P.C.
Telephone: (617) 542-5070
Facsimile: (877) 769-7945
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Attorney Docket No.: 29712-0002002

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant : Susan Walvius et al. Art Unit @ 3673

Serial No. : 13/271,884 Examiner : Nicholas F, Polito
Filed : October 12, 2011 Conf. No. : 4645

Title : FABRIC SYSTEM

MAIL STOP AF

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

AMENDMENT IN REPLY TO ACTION OF MAY 30, 2012

Pleasc amend the above-identified application as follows:
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Serial No. : 13/271,884

Filed : QOctober 12, 2011

Page :20f8

List of Claims (replacing all prior versions):

1-13. (Cancelled).

14. (Withdrawn) A method of making a finished fabric at least 90 inches wide
comprising:
forming at least two discrete performance fabric portions; and
joining at least two discrete performance fabric portions to form the finished

fabric.

15. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein forming at least two discrete

performance fabric portions comprises knitting at least two discrete performance fabric portions.

16. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein forming at least two discrete
performance fabric portions comprises circular knitting at least one of the discrete performance

fabric portions.
17. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein joining at least two discrete
performance fabric portions to form the finished fabric comprises stitching at least two discrete

performance fabric portions together to form the finished fabric.

18. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14, wherein the two discrete performance fabric

portions are joined by flatlock stitching.

19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14, comprising

heat setting finishing the joined at least two discrete fabric portions.
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20. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 14 wherein the finished fabric comprises a bed

sheet.

21. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 20, further comprising providing piping to the
bed sheet.

22, (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 14, wherein the at least two discrete

fabric portions have different fabric characteristics.

23. (Withdrawn) The method of making a finished fabric at least 90 inches wide
comprising

circular knitting at least two discrete fabric portions;

stitching at least two discrete fabric portions; and

heat setting finishing the stitched at least two discrete fabric portions.

24. (Withdrawn) A method of making a bed sheet at least 90 inches wide from
performance fabric comprising

circular knitting at least two discrete fabric portions; the two discrete fabric portions
having different fabric characteristics including at least one of the following: moisture
management, UV protection, anti-microbial, thermo-regulation, wind resistance, and water
resistance;

stitching at least two discrete fabric portions together;

heat setting finishing the stitched at least two discrete fabric portions to form a finished
bed sheet; and

providing piping to the finished bed sheet.
25. (Currently Amended) A finished fabric at lcast 90 inches wide comprising:

a first circular knitted fabric portion; and

a second circular knitted fabric portion,
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at least one of the circular knitted fabric portions comprising a eirewtarfenitted
performance fabric pertion that has been circularly knitted at a-high-gange-17 gauges or higher,

the performance fabric having an elasticity such that the performance fabric has a tendency to

sag by an amount that is greater than a threshold amount of sag determined by a finishing

process. such that the sag would interfere with the finishing process if the performance fabric

were circularly knit at greater than a 72.5 inch circumference;

wherein the first and second fabric portions are discrete; and

wherein the first and second fabric portions are joined along respective edges of the two

portions to form the finished fabric.

26. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, further comprising piping.

27. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, wherein the first and second

fabrics have different fabric characteristics.

28. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 27, wherein at least one of the

fabric characteristics comprises moisture management.

29. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 27, wherein at least one of the

fabric characteristics comprises UV protection.

30. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 27, wherein at least one of the

fabric characteristics comprises anti-microbial properties.

31. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 27, wherein at least one of the

fabric characteristics comprises thermo-regulation.

32. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 27, wherein at least one of the

fabric characteristics comprises wind resistance.
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33. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 27, wherein at least one of the

fabric characteristics comprises water resistance.

34. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, wherein the performance

fabric portion comprises a man-made fiber that has higher breathability than a cotton fabric.

35. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, wherein the performance

fabric portion comprises a man-made fiber that has higher heat transfer than a cotton fabric.
36. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, wherein the performance
fabric portion comprises a man-made fiber that has higher moisture wicking characteristics than

a cotton fabric.

37. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, having a gauge of at least 17

gauges.

38. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, comprising a bed sheet.

39. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, comprising a bed covered by

the bed sheet.
40. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, wherein the bed sheet is
sufficiently stretchable to fit a standard rectangular bed and a smaller, non-rectangular marine

bed.

41. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, wherein the bed sheet is

sufficiently stretchable to fit cither a crib or a standard adult bed.

42. (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 25, comprising a knit fabric that

includes polyurethanepolyurea copolymer fiber.
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43, (Previously Presented) The finished fabric of claim 42, wherein the
polyurethanepolyurea copolymer fiber is included in the knit fabric in a proportion that, if
circularly knit at a high gauge, the knit fabric could be knit at no more than a 72.5 inch

circumference without losing integrity of the polyurethanepolyurea copolymer fiber.
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REMARKS

This application is related to co-pending application 12/569,659, and the amendments in
this response are made in part based on discussions held with the examiner in that case.

Claims 25-43 were provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type
double patenting as allegedly being unpatentable over claims 1-4 and 28 of copending
Application No. 12/569,659. In response, the applicant will consider filing a terminal disclaimer
once the pending claims have been found to be allowable.

Claims 25-29 and 31-41 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as allegedly being
unpatentable over Murphy et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,823,548) in view of Taniguchi et al. (U.S.
Pub. No. 2005/0132754). In response, claim 25 has been amended to recite “at least one of the
circular knitted fabric portions comprising a performance fabric that has been circularly knit at
17 gauges or higher, the performance fabric having an elasticity such that the performance fabric
has a tendency to sag by an amount that is greater than a threshold amount of sag determined by
a finishing process, such that the sag would interfere with the finishing process if the
performance fabric were circularly knit at greater than a 72.5 inch circumference.” The
references are not understood to have described or made obvious at least this feature of the
claim.

All of the dependent claims are patentable for at least similar reasons as those for the
claims on which they depend are patentable.

The applicant thanks the examiner for the indication of allowable subject matter in claim
43.

Canceled claims, if any, have been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer.

Any circumstance in which the applicant has (a) addressed certain comments of the
examiner does not mean that the applicant concedes other comments of the examiner, (b) made
arguments for the patentability of some claims does not mean that there are not other good

reasons for patentability of those claims and other claims, or (¢) amended or canceled a claim
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does not mean that the applicant concedes any of the examiner's positions with respect to that
claim or other claims.

The Petition for Extension of Time fee is being paid concurrently herewith on the
Electronic Filing System (EFS) by way of Deposit Account authorization. Please apply any

necessary charges or credits to Deposit Account 06-1050, referencing the above attorney docket

number.
Respectfully submitted,
Date: November 30, 2012 /Frank L. Gerratana/
Frank L. Gerratana
Reg. No. 62,653
Customer Number 26161

Fish & Richardson P.C.
Telephone: (617) 542-5070
Facsimile: (877) 769-7945

22858987 .doc
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