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Petition for Inter Partes Review 
Patent No. 7,339,336 

 

1  

I. INTRODUCTION 

Petitioner One World Technologies, Inc. requests Inter Partes Review 

(“IPR”) of claims 1, 7, 11-13, and 15 (the “Challenged Claims”) of U.S. Patent No. 

7,339,336 to Eric M. Gregori et al. (“the ’336 patent,” Ex. 1001), purportedly 

owned by The Chamberlain Group, Inc. (“Patent Owner”).   

The ’336 patent relates to monitoring and adjusting the force used by 

movable barrier operators, like automated garage door openers, during operation.  

The ’336 patent discloses methods for automatically and continuously calculating 

and adjusting an excess force threshold value, which is a value used to identify 

when too much force is being applied by a movable barrier operator.  The constant 

adjustment of the force threshold allows the operator to accommodate for changing 

environmental conditions over time, such as for the wear and tear of the movable 

barrier system.  For example, more force may be required to open the garage door 

when the system is old as compared to when it was new.  

The ’336 patent, however, admits that manually setting an excess force 

threshold value and calculating such a value during a learning mode were well 

known.  Ex. 1001 at 1:54-65 (“[M]any movable barrier operators have a user-

adjustment interface … that a user or installer can manipulate to adjust allowed 

applied force during one or more directions of barrier travel. …  Another solution 

has been to provide a learning mode during which a movable barrier operator can 
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