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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE ACCOMPANYING REQUEST FOR
CONTINUED EXAMINATION

Applicants respectfully request entry of the following amendment and remarks
contained herein in response to the Final Office Action mailed November 20, 2008.
Applicants respectfully submit that the amendment and remarks contained herein place

the instant application in condition for allowance.
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IN THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 3 has been amended to include labels 146, 147, 148, 149. A replacement
sheet is included. FIG. 4 has also been amended to label the engagement teeth 406, as
disclosed in the specification and in FIGS. 7A and 7B as well.
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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS:

(Currently Amended) A ratcheting tie down system for a vehicle transporter having

one or more vehicle platforms, the system comprising:

a ratchet assembly affixed to an end of a tic down shaft having a longitudinal axis,

the tie down shaft being affixed to one of the one or more vehicle platforms;
a pawl mechanism coupled to the ratchet assembly,
wherein the ratchet assembly comprises:

a ratchet gear having engagement teeth coupled to the pawl mechanism;

a ratchet head coupled to the ratchet gear,

wherein an inner face of the ratchet gear is positioned in opposition to and

in mechanical contact with an inner face of the ratchet head, and

wherein the ratchet gear, the ratchet head and the shaft are configured to
rotate as a single integral unit when rotated in a forward direction about the longitudinal
axis, and the ratchet head is configured to rotate with respect to the ratchet gear and the

shaft when the ratchet head is rotated in a reverse direction about the longitudinal axis.

2. (Original) The system as claimed in Claim 1 further comprising drive bodies

disposed in depressions positioned on the inner face of the ratchet head.

3. (Original) The system as claimed in Claim 2 further comprising ramped pockets

disposed on the inner face of the ratchet gear.

4. (Original) The system as claimed in Claim 3 wherein the drive bodies are configured
to compress into and expand out of the depressions positioned on the inner face of the

ratchet head.
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5. (Previously Presented)  The system as claimed in Claim 3 wherein the ramped

pockets each comprise:

a ramp surface positioned between an upper-most portion of each ramped pocket,
said uppermost portion being adjacent and co-planar with the inner face of the ratchet

gear; and

a lower-most portion positioned at a depth within the ratchet gear, thereby

defining a wall within each of the ramped pockets.

6. (Previously Presented)  The system as claimed in Claim 5 wherein the drive bodies
are configured to ride along the ramp surface and into an adjacent ramped pocket in

response to a reverse rotation of the ratchet head.

7. (Previously Presented)  The system as claimed in Claim 5 wherein the drive bodies
are configured to position in the lower-most portion and be in mechanical contact with
the wall in response to a forward rotation of the ratchet head, the ratchet gear and the tie-

down shaft.

8. (Original) The system as claimed in Claim 1 wherein the shaft is configured to

receive at least one of a chain and a strap.
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REMARKS

In response to the Office Action mailed on November 20, 2008, Applicants
respectfully request reconsideration based on the above claim amendments and the
following remarks. Applicant respectfully submits that the claims as presented are in

condition for allowance.

Claim Disposition

Claims 1 — 8 are pending in the application. Claims 1 — 8 have been rejected.

Claim Amendments

Claim 1 has been amended, leaving Claims 1-8 for consideration upon entry of
the present amendment. No new matter has been added by the amendments. The

amendment to Claim 1 is fully supported in Applicants’ specification.

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102

Claims 1-8 stand rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being allegedly anticipated by

Ruan. Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection.

To anticipate a claim under 35 U.S.C. § 102, a single source must contain all of
the elements of the claim. Lewmar Marine Inc. v. Barient, Inc., 827 F.2d 744, 747, 3
U.S.P.Q.2d 1766, 1768 (Fed. Cir. 1987), cert. denied, 484 U.S. 1007 (1988). Moreover,
the single source must disclose all of the claimed elements “arranged as in the claim.”
Structural Rubber Prods. Co. v. Park Rubber Co., 749 F.2d 707, 716, 223 U.S.P.Q. 1264,
1271 (Fed. Cir. 1984).

As will respectfully be shown below, Ruan clearly does not show all of

Applicants’ elements as arranged in Claim 1.

Claim 1, as amended, recites “A ratcheting tie down system for a vehicle

transporter having one or more vehicle platforms, the system comprising:

DOC KET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

Nsights

Real-Time Litigation Alerts

g Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time
alerts and advanced team management tools built for
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal,
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research

With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native
O docket research platform finds what other services can't.
‘ Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

Identify arguments that have been successful in the past
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips

° Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,

/ . o
Py ,0‘ opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

o ®
Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are
always at your fingertips.

-xplore Litigation

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more
informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of

knowing you're on top of things.

API

Docket Alarm offers a powerful API
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS

Build custom dashboards for your
attorneys and clients with live data
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal
tasks like conflict checks, document
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND

LEGAL VENDORS

Sync your system to PACER to
automate legal marketing.

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD? @ sales@docketalarm.com 1-866-77-FASTCASE




