
(12) United States Patent 
Toombs et al. 

US006.279114B1 

(10) Patent No.: US 6,279,114 B1 
(45) Date of Patent: Aug. 21, 2001 

(54) 

(75) 

(73) 

(21) 
(22) 
(51) 
(52) 
(58) 

(56) 

VOLTAGE NEGOTIATION IN A SINGLE 
HOST MULTIPLE CARDS SYSTEM 

Inventors: Thomas N. Toombs, Los Gatos, CA 
(US); Micky Holtzman, Kfar Vradim 
(IL) 

Assignee: SanDisk Corporation, Sunnyvale, CA 
(US) 

Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. 

Appl. No.: 09/185,649 
Filed: Nov. 4, 1998 

Int. Cl." ............................. G06F 1/26; G06F 15/177 
U.S. Cl. .................................... 713/300; 713/1; 710/8 
Field of Search ..................................... 713/300–310, 

713/1, 2, 100; 710/8–19; 307/125–131; 
323/265–272 

References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

4,730,251 3/1988 Aakre et al. . 
4,910,655 3/1990 Ashkin et al. . 
4,912,627 3/1990 Ashkin et al. . 
4,918,598 4/1990 Ashkin et al. . 
4,985,920 1/1991 Seki. 
4,992,970 * 2/1991 Igarashi .................................. 702/64 
4,999,787 3/1991 McNally et al. . 
5,016,223 5/1991 Kimura et al. . 
5,068,894 11/1991 Hoppe. 
5,131,091 7/1992 Mizuta. 
5,226,006 7/1993 Wang et al. . 
5,237,609 8/1993 Kimura . 
5,293,424 3/1994 Holtey et al. . 
5,319,705 6/1994 Halter et al. . 
5,361,005 11/1994 Slattery et al. . 
5,367,149 11/1994 Takahira . 
5,418,752 5/1995 Harari et al. . 
5,426,432 6/1995 Sanemitsu . 
5,428,685 6/1995 Kadooka et al. . 
5,450,365 * 9/1995 Adachi ................................. 36.5/226 

POWER MMC BUS 
SUPPLY MASTER 

5,490,117 2/1996 Oda et al. . 
5,499,242 3/1996 Lee et al. . 
5,534,801 * 7/1996 Wu et al. ............................... 327/72 
5,559,965 9/1996 Oztaskin et al. . 
5,592,641 1/1997 Fandrich et al. . 
5,594,686 1/1997 Hazen et al. . 
5,613,130 * 3/1997 Teng et al. ........................... 713/300 
5,613,135 3/1997 Sakai et al. . 

(List continued on next page.) 
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

296 13 771 U 8/1996 (DE). 
844628 2/1996 (JP). 

WO9701825 1/1997 (WO). 
WO9729454 8/1997 (WO). 
WO9738370 10/1997 (WO). 
WO9738371 10/1997 (WO). 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

“The MultiMediaCard System Specification,” MMCA Tech 
nical Committee, Version 14,00fficial Release Feb. 1988) 
pp. 1–106. 

Primary Examiner—Sumati Lefkowitz 
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Skjerven Morrill 
MacPherson LLP 

(57) ABSTRACT 
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at least one card connected to the host. A voltage negotiator 
located in the system for determining a common operating 
voltage range that is a common demonminator of all inde 
pendent operating voltage ranges of all of the cards con 
nected to the system. In addition, there is a novel feature of 
partitioning the memory storages of the card. This feature 
provides the host the ability to simultaneously erase any 
combination of sectors in a single erase group, or any 
combination of the entire erase groups. Another feature 
feature provided by this novel method of partitioning the 
memory storages is the ability to write protect any combi 
nation of memory groups in the card. 
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