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_ A encapsulated stent device for implantation Within the 21 A l. N .. 478 192 
[ 1 pp 0 ’ vascular system includes a balloon of a balloon catheter 
[22] Filed: Jun. 7, 1995 formed around and adhered to a Wire-like stent so that the 

outer surface of the device is more regular for delivery 
Related US- Application Data through the vascular system Without an exterior sheath. The 

_ _ _ encapsulation securely anchors the stent to the balloon and 
[63] contlnuatlon'ln'part of Sen N°~ 3267023: Oet- 19: 1994: maintains a loW pro?le for negotiation of tortuous and 

abandoned‘ narroWed vessels. Encapsulation requires placement of the 
[51] Int. Cl.6 .................................................. .. A61M 29/00 stent Over the balloon, placement of a sheath over the stent 
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623/12; 604/96 balloon to cause it to expand around the stent Within the 
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