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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
____________ 

 
BEFORE THE PATENT TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

____________ 
 

MICROSOFT CORPORATION and MICROSOFT MOBILE INC., 
Petitioner, 

 
v. 
 

KONINKLIJKE PHILIPS ELECTRONICS N.V., 
Patent Owner. 
____________ 

 
Case IPR2017-01766 

Patent RE44,913 
____________ 

 
 
Before DAVID C. MCKONE, ROBERT J. WEINSCHENK, and  
KAMRAN JIVANI, Administrative Patent Judges. 
 
JIVANI, Administrative Patent Judge. 

 

 
DECISION 

Granting Institution of Inter Partes Review 
35 U.S.C. § 314(a); 37 C.F.R. § 42.108 

Granting Motion for Joinder 
35 U.S.C. § 315(c); 37 C.F.R. § 42.122 

Denying Motion for Additional Discovery 
37 C.F.R. § 42.51(b)(2) 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Microsoft Corporation and Microsoft Mobile Inc. (collectively, 

“Microsoft” or “Petitioner”) requested an inter partes review of claims 1 and 

3–16 (the “Challenged Claims”) of U.S. Patent No. RE44,913 (“the ’913 

patent”).  Paper 2 (“Petition” or “Pet.”).  Microsoft also filed a Motion for 

Joinder (Paper 3, “Joinder Motion” or “Joinder Mot.”) requesting that it be 

joined to IPR2017-00386 (“the 386 IPR”), a pending inter partes review 

involving claims 1 and 3–16 of the ’913 patent. 

Koninklijke Philips N.V. (“Patent Owner”) did not file a Preliminary 

Response to the Petition.  With our authorization, however, Patent Owner 

filed a Motion for Additional Discovery (Paper 12, “Discovery Motion” or 

“Discovery Mot.”).  Microsoft filed an Opposition to the Motion for 

Additional Discovery.  Paper 14 (“Discovery Opposition” or “Discovery 

Opp.”).  Together with Microsoft and with our authorization, Patent Owner 

also filed a Joint Stipulation on the Motion for Joinder, wherein Patent 

Owner states that it does not oppose Microsoft’s Joinder Motion.  Paper 7 

(“Joinder Joint Stipulation”), 3.   

Under 35 U.S.C. § 314(a), an inter partes review may not be instituted 

unless it is determined that there is “a reasonable likelihood that the 

petitioner would prevail with respect to at least 1 of the claims challenged in 

the petition.”  Based on the information presented in the Petition, we are 

persuaded that there is a reasonable likelihood Petitioner would prevail with 

respect to claims 1 and 3–16.  Accordingly, we institute an inter partes 

review of claims 1 and 3–16 on the grounds specified below.  We further 

grant Petitioner’s Joinder Motion and deny Patent Owner’s Discovery 

Motion for the reasons discussed below.   
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II. ANALYSIS OF PETITION 

A. Overview of the ’913 patent (Ex. 1001) 
The ’913 patent relates to entering characters on a handheld mobile 

device via a keypad.  Ex. 1001, 1:18–21.  Figure 1 of the ’913 patent is 

reproduced below. 
 

 
 

Figure 1 depicts a default display state of a keypad 100 with twelve 

keys 102, where each key is associated with a primary character 104 and a 

plurality of secondary characters 106.  Id. at 3:25–28.  The primary 

characters in Figure 1 are the numbers and symbols displayed on the keys of 

the keypad.  Id. at 3:28–31.  The secondary characters in Figure 1 are the 

letters displayed in groups below each key.  Id. at 3:31–37.    

In one embodiment, a user selects a primary character by initiating a 

“quick tapping” of the corresponding key for a pre-determined time period, 

for instance 0.2 seconds.  Id. at 6:1–6.  If the user’s tap is longer than the 

pre-determined time period, the keypad responds to the user’s tap by 
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entering into a second state, wherein secondary characters associated with 

the selected key are made available.  Id. at 4:4–6, 6:3–6.  Figure 2 of the 

’913 patent is reproduced below.    
 

 
 

Figure 2 depicts a second display state of the keypad after a first key 

selection by a user.  Id. at 3:42–43.  In this instance, the user has selected the 

key associated with primary character ‘5’, causing the primary character ‘5’ 

to remain displayed on the selected key and causing the associated 

secondary characters ‘j’, ‘k’, and ‘l’ each to be displayed on an adjacent key.  

Id. at 3:44–52.  The user may now select any of the displayed characters by 

tapping on the corresponding key, thereby providing “quick and accurate 

character input wherein secondary characters are available with only two 

key selections.”  Id. at 3:63–65, 4:4–6.  “Following a character input, the 
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keypad of [Figure] 2 is returned to the default display state as shown in 

[Figure] 1.”  Id. at 3:60–62.   

B. Illustrative Claim 
Claims 1, 3, and 4 are independent claims.  Claim 1 is illustrative of 

the claimed subject matter and is reproduced below. 

1. A method for inputting a character to a device, the 
device including a keypad, the keypad including a plurality of 
keys, at least one of the keys has a primary character, a plurality 
of secondary characters and an associated display area, the 
keypad in a default state displaying the primary character 
associated with the at least one key in the associated display area, 
the method comprising acts of: 

in the default state,  
returning the primary character as an input character 

in response to selection of the at least one key 
for a period shorter than a predetermined time 
period; 

switching to a second state after detecting a first key 
selection of the at least one key for a period 
longer than the predetermined time period; 

in the second state: 
displaying each of the secondary characters 

associated with the first selected key in a 
respective display area; 

detecting a second key selection;  
selecting for the input character the secondary 

character associated with the second key 
selection; and 

returning the keypad to the default state. 
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