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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE CENTRAL DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A
SOUTHERN DI VI SI ON

SPEX TECHNOLOG ES, | NC.,

Civil Action Nos.

8:16- CV-01799- JVS- AGR
8:16- CV-01800- JVS- AGR
8:16- CV-01790- JVS- AGR

Plaintiff,

VS.

WESTERN DI GI TAL CORPORATI ON,
et al.,

N’ N’ N N N N N N N NS

Def endant s.

ORAL AND VI DEOTAPED DEPOSI TI ON OF VERNON THOVAS
RHYNE, 111, produced as a witness at the instance of
t he Defendants, and duly sworn, was taken in the
above-styl ed and nunbered cause on April 20, 2018,
from9:06 aam to 5:.50 p.m, before WLLIAM M
FREDERI CKS, CSR in and for the State of Texas,
reported by machi ne shorthand at the offices of
Bracewel | LLP, 111 Congress Avenue, 22nd Fl oor,
Austin, Texas, pursuant to the Federal Rul es of
Civil Procedure.
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1 Q Right. But they didn't -- they didn't
2 indicate within the patent itself that they actually
3 al ready had possession of that, right?
4 A. | -- | nmean, | don't think anybody can wite
5 a patent and totally predict what the future changes
6 i n technol ogy are going to be.
7 Q. Well, there's not even a hint that they had
8 It in the possession of this invention, right, in the
9 pat ent ?
10 A. Well, that's -- it's a -- the patent either
11 speaks to it or against it. | nean, this is an
12 | npl enentation deal. Okay. I1've -- |'ve lived
13 t hrough everything from vacuum tubes to SoCs, and
14 they're just -- things change in terns of how you
15 i npl enent t hem when you take your conceptual ideas
16 shown, for exanple, in a block diagramlike
17 Figure 6 of the '802 and you then build it in a way
18 that it could actually be a product. That's -- that's
19 an i nmplenentation detail.
20 Q. Woul d your -- strike that. |It's nore of a
21 | egal question. [I'll |eave that out.
22 (Di scussion off the record.)
23 Q. (BY MR COTE) Turn to Figure 4 of the '802
24 patent. |I'msorry. The Harari patent. M m stake.
25 A Ckay. Okay.
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1 Q And then give ne a second to get ny copy of
2 the Harari patent fromthis paper ness here that |
3 have.
4 So | ooking at Figure 4 of the Harari
5 patent, we've got the flash system controller shown as
6 el ement 40, correct?
7 A. Ch, the whole thing. Yes.
8 Q Yes. And there is an el enent 54, the host
9 interface. Do you see that?
10 A. Uh- huh.
11 Q. And within it there is a buffer or SRAM
12 ri ght?
13 A Uh- huh.
14 THE REPORTER: "A buffer or" --
15 MR. COTE: SRAM
16 Q (BY MR COTE) And connector 12 could be, for
17 exanpl e, the PCMClI A connector, right?
18 A. Yes.
19 Q. Al right. And so the host interface would
20 be interacting with the host conputer over the PCMCIA
21 I nterface using PCMCI A protocols, right?
22 A. Yes.
23 Q Okay. And that would be -- strike that.
24 And then there's also a nenory interface
25 56 that includes a flash controller 59.
Page 126

Veritext Lenal Solutions

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

1 Do you see that?

2 A. Yes.

3 Q And that interfaces with the flash chips 1
4 and 2 in the daughter card, right?

5 A. 1 through N

6 Q Ch, you're right. 1 through N

7 A Uh- huh.

8 Q My m stake. Elenment 30 --

9 A. Uh- huh.

10 Q -- is the daughter card?

11 A. So the card could be built up of nmultiple
12 chi ps.

13 Q Ckay. And the host interface would be

14 anal ogous to -- or performthe sane function as the
15 bl ocks in Figure 9B of the '802 patent that interface
16 with the PCMCIA interface, right?

17 A | -- there -- there are two -- there -- |

18 mean, there's sonething simlar about what's shown in
19 Figure 4 and the top half of Figure 9, if that's what
20 you're referring to. In fact, there's a reference
21 again to Elenment 12.
22 MR. KROEGER: He's referring to
23 Figure 9 of the '802 patent, not Figure 9 of Harari.
24 THE WTNESS: Oh, |I'msorry.
25 m sunder st ood your question. Thank you.
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1 Q (BY MR COTE) Figure 9B in particular of --
2 A. Ckay. I'msorry. So would you restate your
3 guesti on.

4 Q Sure. So the host interface 54 in Figure 4
5 of Harari would performthe same function as the

6 bl ocks that interface with the PCMCIA interface in

7 Figure 9B, right?

8 A Did you nean 54 or 12 in -- in Harari's

9 Figure 47

10 Q No. In -- in Harari's Figure 4, 1'mtalKking
11 about host interface --

12 A. Ckay.

13 Q -- block 54, and |I'm asking you if they

14 performthe sanme function as -- and |I'Il identify the
15 bl ocks in Figure 9B of the '802 patent -- the PCMCI A
16 | /O control ler?

17 A.  Okay.

18 Q. PCMCI A address buffer?

19 A. Yep.
20 Q PCMCI A data buffer?
21 A. Yep.
22 Q Ready register?
23 A. Ready/ busy register, right.
24 Q. Yes. Command detector and state controller?
25 A. Ckay. | think | mght have to do sone
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