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57 ABSTRACT 

A universal docking Station for coupling a portable computer 
to a plurality of peripheral devices via a PCMCIA interface 
is provided, wherein at least one of the peripheral devices is 
a user input device. The docking Station comprises a PCM 
CIA interface adapted to be coupled to the portable 
computer, peripheral control units adapted to be coupled to 
the plurality of peripheral devices, and a docking Station 
control unit coupled to the PCMCIA interface and the 
peripheral control units, wherein the docking Station control 
unit selectively transfers data between the PCMCIA inter 
face and one of the peripheral control units, and wherein the 
docking Station control unit extends the period of time data 
written by the computer remains stable on the PCMCIA 
interface. A computer System including the universal dock 
ing station is also provided. A method for interfacing a 
standard peripheral device to a computer via a PCMCIA bus 
is also provided. 
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