United States Patent [

Greer et al.

US006009429A

(111 Patent Number:
[45] Date of Patent:

6,009,429
Dec. 28, 1999

[54] HTML GUIDED WEB TOUR

[75] Inventors: Timothy Dan Greer, Endicott; William
Francis Phillips, Owego; Will Joseph
Roden, Jr., Apalachin, all of N.Y.

[73] Assignee: International Business Machines

Corporation, Armonk, N.Y.

[21] Appl. No.: 08/969,623

[22] Filed:  Nov. 13, 1997
[51] Int.CL® oo GOGF 17/30
[52] US.CL oo T07/10; 707/2; 707/501;

707/513; 709/218

[58] Field of Search ... 707/2, 10, 501,
707/513; 345/326, 335, 336, 357, 395/200.47,

200.48, 200.49; 709/218, 202, 229

[56] References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
5,572,643 11/1996 Judson ....... e 395/793
5,701,451 12/1997 Rogers et . .. 707/1
5,710,918  1/1998 Lagarde et al. ... 707/10
5,712,979  1/1998 Graber et al. .. . 395/200.11
5,721,908  2/1998 Lagarde et al. ......cc.ocooevvinnnnns 707/10
5,742,768  4/1998 Gennaro et al. . 395/200.33
5,749,075  5/1998 Toader et al. .. ... 705/14
5,752,246 5/1998 . 707/10
5,794,259  8/1998 ... 707/507
5,809,247  9/1998 Richardson et al. ............... 395/200.48

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Burke, Robin D. et al., “The Find Me Approach to Assisted
Browsing”, IEE Expert, vol. 12, Issue 4, Jul.—Aug. 1997, pp.
32-40.

Gilles, Jeff et al.,, “A Guided Tour Through a Window
Oriented Debugging Environment for Embedded Real Time
Ada Systems”, Third International IEEE Conference on Ada
Applications and Environments, 1998., May 23-25, 1988,
pp- 93-103.

WRITE
TOURPAGE(PAGECOUNT) = URL
IN TASK.HTM

YRl
COMMENT{PAGECOUNT) = BLANK HTML
IN TASH

WRITE DEFAULT GLOBAL
VARIABLES IN' TASK.HTM

Johnson, Andrew et al., “Automatic Touring in a Hypertext
System”, Twelfth Annual International Phoenix Conference
on Computers and Communications, 1993, Mar. 23-26,
1993, pp. 524-530.

“Virtual Guided Tour,” Lauriston Girls School, Aug. 1996.

“Excite Launches a Web Tour Service,” Web Week, vol. 2,
Issue 16, Oct. 21, 1996, by Whit Andrews.

“Touring and Navigating a  Global Learning
Environment-the Web,” Computer Networks and ISDN
Systems, vol. 26, Suppl., No. 2-3, pp. S71-S74, 1994, by
Crowecroft and Joly.

“JavaScript Sourcebook,” by Gordon McComb (John Wiley
& Sons, 1996).

“Browsing the WWW by interacting with a textual virtual
environment,” 7th ACM Conference of Hypertext 96, pp.
170-179, 1996, Mar. 1996, by A. Dieberger.

Primary Examiner—Wayne Amsbury

Assistant Examiner—Shahid Alam

Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Whitham, Curtis & Whitham;
Arthur J. Samodovitz

[57] ABSTRACT

A guided tour of some portion of the World Wide Web
(WWW) works as part of an ordinary web page, can be
served by any web server, and can be used by web browsers
without additional software. The system guides a user
through a tour by displaying in sequence actual web pages
in the tour along with a corresponding teaching web page.
The teaching web page includes educational information
about the current web page. The tour includes commentary,
allowance for side trips, true visiting of the tour pages, not
mere copies, maps, and “static” (user clicks for next page)
and “dynamic” (a timer controls how long a tour page is
on-screen) tours.
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