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• the space overhead : SKY - usu. used with on c : HEAVEN - usu. 
~sed with on 2 : a region of high barometric pressure - called also 
anticyclone 3 a : a high point or level : HEIGHT (sales reached a new -> b: the transmission gear of a vehicle (as an automobile) giving the 
highest speed of travel 4 a : an excited, euphoric, or stupefied state 
produced by or as if by a drug b: a state of elation or high spirits 

high altar n (bef. 12c) : the principal altar in a church 
high analysis adj ( 1949) of a fertilizer : containing more than 20 per· 
cent of total plant nutrients 

high and dry adj (1786) 1 : being out of reach of the current or tide 
or out of the water 2: being in a helpless or abandoned position 

high and low adv ( 14c) : EVERYWHERE 
hi¥h-and-migh~y adj(i654): ARROG~NT, IMPERIOUS . 
thigh,ball \'hl-,bol\ n (1897) 1: a railroad signal for a tram to pro
ceed at full speed 2 : an iced drink containing liquor (as whiskey) and 
water or a carbonated beverage and served in a tall glass 

•hil!hball vi (1912) : to go at full or high speed (a -ing express train) 
hign b!)am n (1939) : the long-rangefoc1:1s of a vehicle headlight. 
high,bmd,er \'hl·,bln·d<>r\ n [the H1ghbmders, gang of ruffians m New 
York (:ity abl806) (1876) 1 : a professional killer operating in the 
Chine~e quarter of an American city 2 : a corrupt politician 

high blood pressure n (1916): HYPERTENSION 
high,born \'hl·'born\ adj(l3c): of noble birth 
high,boy \·,boi\ n (1891) : a tall chest of drawers 
with a legged base 

high,bred \·'bred\ adj (1674) : coming from supe
rior stock 

high,brow \·,brail\ n (ca. 1903) : a person who 
possesses or has pretensions to superior learning or 
culture - highbrow adj high,browed 
\-,braild\ adj- high,brow,ism \·,braiJ.,i.zam\ n 

high,bush \·'bush\ adj (1805) : forming a notably 
tall or erect bush; also: borne on a high bush plant 

highbush blueberry n (1913): a variable moisture,, 
loving No. American shrub ( Vaccinium corym
bosum) that is the source of most cultivated blueber· 
ries; also: its fruit 

high chair n (1848): a child's chair with long legs, 
a footrest, and usu. a feeding tray 

High Church adj(l687): favoring esp. in Anglican 
worship the sacerdotal, liturgical, ceremonial, and 
traditional elements in worship 

High Churchman n (1687) : an Anglican who highboy 
adheres to High Church elements in worship 

high-class\ 'hl·'klas\ adj (1864) : of superior quality or status 
high comedy n (1895) : comedy employing subtle characterizations 
and witty dialogue - compare LOW COMEDY 

high command n (1917) 1: the supreme headquarters of a military 
force 2 : the highest leaders in an organization 

high commissioner 11 (1881) : a principal or a high-ranking commis
sioner; esp : an ambassadorial representative of the government of one 
country stationed in another 

high-con,cept \'hl-'kan-,sept\ adj O 985) : having or exploiting ele
ments (as fast action, glamour, or suspense) that appeal to a wide audi· 
ence (.-; movies) 

high-count \'hl-'kailnt\ adj (1926) : having a large number of warp 
and weft yarns to the square inch<- percale sheeting) 

high court II (14c): SUPREME COURT 
high-definition adj (1981) : being or relating to a television system 
that has twice as many scan lines per frame as a conventional system, a 
proportionally sharper image, and a wide-screen format 

high-density lipoprotein 11 ( 1960) : HDL 
high-end \'hl-'end\ adj (1980) : UPSCALE<- boutiques) 
high-energy adj (1934) 1 a : having such speed and kinetic energy 
as to exhibit relativistic departure from classical laws of motion - used 
esp. of elementary particles whose velocity has been imparted by an 
accelerator b : of or relating to high-energy particles 2 : yielding a 
relatively large amount of energy when undergoing hydrolysis 

high-energy physics 11 (1964) : PARTICLE PHYSICS 
higher criticism 11 (1836) : study of biblical writings to determine 
their literary history and the purpose and meaning of the authors 
compare LOWER CRITICISM - higher critic II 

higher education 11 (1866) : education beyond the secondary level; esp 
: education provided by a college or university 

higher law 11 (1844) : a principle of divine or moral law that is consid
ered to be superior to constitutions and enacted legislation 

higher learning n (1926) : education, learning, or scholarship on the 
collegiate or university level 

high,er-up \,hl·<>·'rap, 'hi-<>-,\ 11 (1911): a superior officer or official 
hiijh explosive 11 (1877) : an explosive (as TNT) that generates gas 
wtth extreme rapidity and has a shattering effect 

high,fa,lu,tin \,hl-fa-'lii-t'n\ adj (perh. fr. 'high + alter. of fluting, prp. 
of f/utel (1839) 1 : PRETENTIOUS 2 : expressed in or marked by the 
use of high-flown bombastic language: POMPOUS 

high fashion 11 (1933) 1 : HIGH STYLE 2: HAUTE COUTURE 
high fidelity n (1934) : the reproduction of an effect (as sound or an 
image) that is very faithful to the original - high-fidelity adj 

high five 11 (1981): a slapping of upraised right hands by two people 
(as in celebration) - high-five vb 

high,fli,er orhigh,fly,er \'hl-'fll(-<>)r\ 11 (ca. 1961) 1: a stock whose 
price rises much more rapidly than the market average 2 : a company 
whose stock is a highflier 3 : an ambitiously competitive person with 
high aspirations 

high-flown \'hl·'flon\ adj (1647) 1 : exceedingly or excessively high 
or favorable 2 : having an excessively embellished or inflated charac· 
ter: PRETENTIOUS(inflated rhetoric and-vocabulary-James Yaffe) 

high-fly,ing \.'fll-ig\ adj (1581) 1: marked by extravagance, preten· 
sion, or excessive ambition 2: rising to considerable height 

high frequency n (1892) : a radio frequency between very high fre· 
quency and medium frequency - see RADIO FREQUENCY table 

high gear n (1896) 1 : HIGH 3b 2 : a state of intense or maximum 
activity - usu. used with in 

High Germann (1673) 1: German as natively used in southern and 
central Germany 2: GERMAN 3b 

high altar • high-sounding 547 

high-grade adj (1878) 1 : of superior grade or quality<- bonds) 2 
: being near the upper or most favorable extreme of a specified range 

high ground 11 ( 1944): a position of advantage or preeminence 
high-hand,ed \-'han-dad\ adj (1631) : having or showing no regard 
for the rights, concerns, or feelings of others : ARBITRARY, OVERBEAR
ING-:- high-hand,ed,ly adv- high-hand,ed,ness 11 

high-hat \'hl-'hat\ adj ( 1924) : SUPERCILIOUS, SNOBBISH - high-hat vi 
high hat .n (1889) 1 : 'BEAVER 2 2 or hi-hat : a pair of cymbals 
operated by a foot pedal 

hi!Jh heels II pl (1671) : shoes with high heels 
High Holiday n (1946) : either of two important Jewish holidays: a 
: ROSH HASHANAH b : YOM KIPPUR 

high horse 11 (1721): an arrogant and unyielding mood or attitude 
high,jack \'hl·Jak\ var a/HIJACK 
high jinks n pl (1825) : boisterous or rambunctious carryings-on 
: carefree antics or horseplay 

high jump n (1895) : a jump for height over a horizontal bar in a 
track-and-field contest - high jumper 11 

•high,land \'hi-land\ 11 (bef. 12c): elevated or mountainous land 
'highland adj (I Sc) 1 : of or relating to a highland 2 cap : of or re
lating to the Highlands of Scotland 

high,land,er \·lan-d:ir\ n (1610) 1 : an inhabitant of a highland 2 
cap: an inhabitant of the Highlands of Scotland 

Highland fling 11 (1804) : a lively Scottish folk dance 
high-lev,el \'hl-'le-val\ adj (1876) 1: occurring, done, or placed at a 
high level 2 : being of high importance or rank <- diplomats) 3 
: of, relating to, or being a computer programming language (as BA· 
SIC or Pascal) which is similar to a natural language (as English) and 
in which each statement is translated by a compiler usu. into several 
machine language instructions 

•high,Ught \'hl-,llt\ n (ca. 1889) 1 : the lightest spot or area (as in a 
painting) : any of several spots in a modeled drawing or painting that 
receives the greatest amount of illumination 2 : something (as an 
event or detail) that is of major significance or special interest 

'highlight vt -light,ed; -light-ing (1927) 1 : to throw a strong light 
on 2 a : to center attention on b: to constitute a highlight of 

high-low-jack \,hl-,16-'jak\ n (1818) : an all-fours game in which 
scores are made by winning the highest trump, the lowest trump, the 
jack of trumps, and either the ten of trumps or the most points 

high•ly \ 'hI-le\ adv (bef. 12c) 1 : in or to a high place, level, or rank 
2: in or to a high degree or amount 3: with approval: FAVORABLY 

high mass n, often cap H&M (12c) : a mass marked by the singing of 
prescribed parts by the celebrant and the choir or congregation 

high-mind,ed \'hl·'min-dad\ adj (1556) : marked by elevated princi
ples and. feelings; also : PRETENTIOUS (too - to read any fiction -Al
fred Kazin) - high-mind,ed,ly adv - high-mind,ed-ness n 

high-muck-a-muck \,hi-'m<>-ki-,mak\ or high-muck,e,ty-muck 
\,hl·'m<>·k<>-te-,mak\ 11 [by folk etymology fr. Chinook Jargon hayo 
makamak plenty to eat] (1856) : an important and often arrogant 
person 

high,ness \'hl-nas\ 11 (bef. 12c) 1: the quality or state of being high 
2 - used as a title for a person of exalted rank (as a king or prince) 

high noon n (1523) 1 : precisely noon 2 : the most advanced, flour
ishing, or creative stage or period (the high noon of her career) 

high-octane adj (1932) 1 : having a high octane number and hence 
good antiknock properties<~ gasoline) 2: HIGH-POWERED 

high-pitched \'hi-'picht\ adj (1748) 1 : having a high pitch (a -
voice) 2 : marked by or exhibiting strong feeling : AGITATED (a -, 
almost frantic campaign -Geoffrey Rice) 

high place 11 (14c) : a temple or altar used by the ancient Semites and 
built usu. on a hill or elevation 

high polymer 11 (1942) : a substance (as polystyrene) consisting of 
molecules that are large multiples of units of low molecular weight 

high-pow,ered \'hl-'pau(-a)rd\ also high-pow,er \.'pau(-a)r\ adj 
(1893) 1 : having great drive, energy, or capacity : DYNAMIC (a -
executive) 2: having or conferring great influence (a - job) 

•high-pressure adj (1824) 1 a: having or involving a high or com
paratively high pressure esp. greatly exceeding that of the atmosphere 
h : having a high barometric pressure 2 a : using or involving ag
gressive and insistent sales techniques b : imposing or involving se
vere strain or tension ( ,..._, occupations) 

'high-pressure vi ( 1926) : to sell or influence by high-pressure tactics 
high priest 11 (14c) 1 : a chief priest esp. of the ancient Jewish Levi ti· 
cal priesthood traditionally traced from Aaron 2 : a priest of the 
Melchizedek priesthood in the Mormon Church 3 : the head of a 
movement or chief exponent of a doctrine or an art - high priest
hood 11 

high priestess n (1645): a chief priestess 
high relief 11 (ca. 1828) : sculptural relief in which at least half of the 
circumference of the modeled form projects 

high-rise \'hi·'riz\ adj ( 1954) 1 : being multistory and equipped with 
elevators <~ apartments) 2 : of, relating to, or characterized by high< 
rise buildings - high-rise \'hl·,\ n 

high road 11 (1709) 1: HIGHWAY 2: the easiest course 3: an ethical 
course 

high roller n (1881) 1: a person who spends freely in luxurious living 
2 : a person who gambles recklessly or for high stakes - high
rolling adj 

'high school 11 (1824) : a school esp. in the U.S. usu. including grades 
9-12 or 10-12-high school,er \-'skU·l<>r\ 11 

'high school n [trans. of F haute ecole] (1884): a system of advanced 
exercises in horsemanship 

high sea 11 (bef. 12c): the open part of a sea or ocean esp. outside terri-
torial waters usu. used in pl. 

high sign 11 ( 1902) : a gesture used as a signal (as of approval or warn
ing) - usu. used in the phrase give the high sign 

high-sound,ing \'hl-'sailn-dig\ adj (1784): POMPOUS, IMPOSING 

\a\ abut \'\ kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ mop, mar 
\ail\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ ice \j\ job 
\D\ sing \6\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \U\ loot \ii\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \:i, k, n, ce, re, re, Ic, Y\ see Guide to· Pronunciation 
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