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[57] 	 ABSTRACT 

The invention catalogues data such as multimedia data. A 
catalogue is a collection of one or more catalogue elements. 
An index is used to access a catalogue. An element of a 
catalogue has one or more attributes. An attribute provides 
information that can be used to search for, answer questions 
about, and navigate through a catalogue. An attribute of a 
catalogue element can be an element that has attributes. A 
catalogue element attribute that is an element is referred to 
as an attribute element. Attribute elements and attributes are 
used to build an index that can be used to facilitate catalogue 
access. Within a catalogue, smaller catalogues can be cre-
ated by, for example, querying and user designation. 
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