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Illustrated Computer Dictionary For Dummies®, 2nd Edition
Published by
[1363ka Worldwide, Inc.
An International Data Group Company
919 E. Hillsdale Blvd.
Suite 400
Foster City, CA 94-404
Text and art copyright © 1995 by 106 Books Worldwide. Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this
book, including interior design, cover design, and icons, may be reproduced or transmitted in
any form, by any means (electronic. photocopying, recording. or otherwise) without the prior .
written permission of the publisher.

Library of Congress Catalog Card No; 95-77668
ISBN: 1-56884—218»X

Printed in the United States of America _
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 l

WQW/QX/ZV
Distributed in the United States by IDG Books Worldwide. Inc.
Distributed by Macmillan Canada for Canada; by Computer and Technical Books for the
Caribbean Basin; by Contemporantea de Edlciones for Venezuela; by Distribuidora Cuspide for
Argentina; by Cle-‘C for Brazil; by Ediciones ZETA S.C.R. Ltda. for Peru; by Editorial Limusa SA
for Memco; by Transworld Publishers Limited in the United Kingdom and Europe; by Al-Maiman
Publishers 8: Distributors for Saudi Arabia; by Simron Fty. Ltd. [or South Airica; by IDG
Communications (HK) Ltd. for Hong Kong; by Toppan Company Ltd. for Japan; by Addison
Wesley Publishing Company Ior Korea; by Longman Singapore Publisher Ltd. for Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailand. and Indonesia; by Unalis Corporation for Taiwan; by W5 Computer
Publishing Company, inc. tor the Philippines; by Woodstane Enterprises Ltd. for New Zealand.
For general information on lDG Books Worldwide’s books in the U.S., please call our Consumer
Customer Service department at 800-762-2974. For reseller information, including discounts and
premium sales, please call our Reseller Customer Service department at 800-434-3422.
For information on where to purchase IDG Books Worldwide‘s books outside the U.S., contact
lDG Books Worldwide at 415-655-3021 or fax 415-655-3295.
For information on translations, contact Marc Jeffrey Mikulich, Director. Foreign &Subsidiary
Rights, at 106 Books Worldwide, 415-655-3018 or fax 415-655-3295.
For sales inquiries and special prices for bulk quantities, write to the address above or call IDGBooks Worldwide at 415-655-3200.

For information on using lDG Books Worldwide‘s books in the classroom. or for ordering
examination copies, contact Jim Kelly at 800-434-2086.
For authorization to photocopy items for corporate, personal. or educational use. please contact
Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers. MA 01923, or fax 508-750-4470.

Limit of Iiabilitnyisclalmer of Warranty: The authors and publisher have used their best
efforts in preparing this book. lDG Books Worldwide, Inc., and the author make no representa-
tion or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this book and
specifically disclaim any implied warranties of merchantability or fitness [or any particular
purpose and shall in no event be liable for any loss of profit or any other commercial damage,
including but not limited to special, incidental, consequential, or other damages.
Trademarks: All brand names and product names used in this book are trademarks, registered
trademarks, or trade names of their respective holders. IDG Books Worldwide is not associated
with any product or vendor mentioned in this book.
 E   
 

.— is a registered trademark under exclusive

IDG license to [DC 30015 Worldwide. Inc.,from International Data Group, Inc.
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 flame Wars

  
 f s

Pronunciation: fab-go.

Meaning: A term used by programmers for a
status indicator within a program (or hard—
ware). Most flags use Boolean (true or false, yes
or no) values. For example, a flag may be used
to keep track of whether or not a certain input
has been received from a user, and, if it has

been received. to output an error mesgage.  
Sentence: “Dorothy wrote a program that she
feels is very patriotic: All it does is to raise all
the microprocessor‘s flags. Now if she could just program the modem
to whistle a salute."

 
  
‘P'ro'nuncmtloni flay-ma.

Meaning: An angry, often nasty, brutal, and unsportsmanlike letter
found only on electronic mail messages.

Sentence: “Ignore any on-line flame that links you to the Nazis or
compares you to Adolf Hitler.“

 
   flaw arr-s . .

Pronunciation: flay-ma wars.

Meaning: A series of angry -
electronic mail messages, usually
between two people who ’
sincerely hope the other / 1
person gets run over by a //
train as soon as possible. rL
(See also flame.)

Sentence: “The first time i

got a flame, I ignored it. But
the guy pestered me so
much that 1 got Into a flame
war with him. Trust me. it’s

worse than paintball.” 
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A Dictionary for
the Rest of Us!”

by Dan Gookin & Wallace Wang

“Like all Dummies books, it makes
learning fim. ”
— Garth Reid, lerold, Ontario, on the
Illustrated Computer Dictionary For Dummies

At last! Now you can understand the
computer jargon that technojocks have used
to keep us all in the dark. With over 1900
light—hearted entries and 1005 of humorous

and informative illustrations, the illustrated
Computer Dictionary For Dummies, 2nd Edition,
is as practical as it is enlightening.

Look inside for plain English explanations of
terms such as PCX, BBS, and TIFF, and

suggestions for properly using them, plus keys
to pronunciation and word history. Never
again will you mispronounce terms and
acronyms like ASCII and SCSI! '

Illustrated by Drew R. Moore
A Dictionary for The Restof Usl. Dummies Man, and the IDG Books
Worldwide logos are trademarks, and ...FarDurmrrier, the ”...|-‘or
Dummies Computer Book Series” logo, and WW iarDrrmmies are
registered trademarks under exclusive license to IDG Books Worldwide,
lilo. [ruin internau‘onal Data Gmup, Inc,
Printed in the U.S..-\.

READERLEVEL

mwm_
comm BOOK SHELVING CATEGORY 

Sam 1e en

algorPithmtry
Pronunciation.

Al—Gore—rlrythm.
Meaning: A stepby—step
set of instructions that

' ‘ actually does something
worthwhile. Often used to describe the
instructions written111. a programming
language.suchas C, BASIC or Pascal (See
also billclinmnritltm.) Sentence. ‘fllohnson -
claimshisprogramworlsperfectlybecause” 

IDG Books’ ...ForDrrmmies” books and ...For

Dummies” Quick References are available on all
your favorite or not-so-favorite hardware and
software products. Look for them wherever
computer books are sold!fllll

|IImmr

IDG
BOOKSWORLDVFIDE
mnWm-

IDG Books Worldwide, Inc.
An International Data Group Company

Foster City, CA 94404

ISBN 1-56884—218—X
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