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   The name Webster alone is no guarantee of excellence. It is used by a
number of publishers and may serve mainly to mislead an unwary buyer.

 
 

 Merriam-liVebsterTM is the name you should look for when you consider
the purchase of dictionaries or other line reference books. It carries the
reputation of a company that has been publishing since 1831' and is your
assurance of quality and authority.

 

 

Copyright © 1996 by Merriam-Webster. Incorporated

Philippines Copyright 1996 by Merriam-Webster, Incorporated

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Main entry under title:

Merriam-Webster‘s collegiate dictionary. — 10th ed.
p. cm.

Includes index.

ISBN 0-87779-708-0 (unindexed : alk. paper). — ISBN 0-37779—709-9 (indexed :
alk. paper). _ ISBN 0-87779w710—2 (deluxe : alk. paper). — ISBN 0-87779-707—2
(laminated cover).

I. English languagd—Dictionaries. I. Merriam-Webster, Inc.
PE1628.M36 1996
423—dc20 95-36076

CIP

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate® Dictionary, Tenth Edition principal copyright 1993

COLLEGIATE is a registered trademark of Merriam-Webster. Incorporated

All rights reserved. No part of this book covered by the copyrights hereon may be
reproduced or copied in any form or by any means—graphic. electronic, or mechani-
cal. including photocopying. taping, or information storage and retrieval systems—
without written permission of the publisher.

Made in the United States of America
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:motlllfls n (1535) l a : somethin that does not exist b : the ab-' cc of all magnitude or quantity; is so: ZERO la i: 2 NOTHINGNESS 3b
.1: someone or something of no or slight value or size
incl-11"“; adfllfill): of no account: woa'ri-iLess . .
“hing-nus \-nas\ rt (ca. 1631) l : the _qua_.lity or state of being

nothing: as _l :_ NQNEXISTENCE b: utter insignificance c : DEATH 2
1 . something insignificant or valueless 3. a : quo. calmness h : a
‘ hfllphysmal entity opposed to and devotd of being and regarded by

Sam: cxisteutialisls as the ground of anxiety
Inmflce \'n5-l35\ H (ME. fr. MF. acquaintance. fr. L noriri'a knowledge.
mquaintance. fr. notus known. fr. pp. of noscere to come to know —
more at KNOW] (15c) 1 a (l) : warning or intimation of something
. ANNOUNCEMENT (2) : notification by one of the parties to an agree-
infill or relation of intention of termmating it at a specthed time (3)
g m: condlflon of being warned or notified — usu. used in the phrase
on notice I: : intonation. INTELLIGENCE 2 a: fi‘l‘TENTlON. HEED b
: polite or favorable attention : ClVlLth‘ 3 : a written or printed an-
nouncement 4111 short critical account or examination

gnoficc vi no-ticed; no-tic-ing (15c) 1 : to give notice of 2 a : to
comment upon it: REVlEW 3 a: to treat with attention or civility h
: to take notice of: MARK 4: to give a fon'nal notice to —- Ito-tic-er n

IIMice-able \'n§-ta-sa—bal\.adj(l796) 1: worthy of notice 2: cann-1:1: or being noticed — no-tice-ably \-blé\ adv
syn NDTICEABLE. REMARKABLE. PItOMlNENT. OUTSTANDING. CONSPICUOUS.
“LIE-N13 STRIKJNG_ mean attracting notice or attention. noTlCEAhLE
applies to something unlikely to escape observation (a piano reattal
with no noticeable errors). REMARKABLE applies to something so ex—traordinary or exceptional as to invite comment (a film of remarkable
intelligence and wit). PROMINENT applies to something commanding
notice by Standing out from its surroundings or background (a doctor
Who occupies a prominent position in the town). OUTSTANDING appliesto something that rises above and excels others of the same kind (hon-
ored for her outstanding contributions to science). CONSPICUOUS applies
to something that is obvious and unavoidable to the sight or mind

(mnsfiliicuous bureaucratic waste). SALIENT applies to something ofgigni 'cance that meritsthe attention given it (the salient points 0 thespeech). STRJKING applies to something that impresses itself power-
fully and deeply upon the observer's mind or vision (the region‘s strik-
ing invert!)- _ . .

notice board it (1354) chiefly Brit : a board bearing a notice or onwhich notices may be posted; esp: BULLETIN BOARD
nocti-fi-ahle \'n6-t=—. i-c-bcl. .nfi-t:-'\ ad' (1839) : required by law to
be re cried in official health authorities a N disease) _

no-tl- incl-lion \.no-t:-f:i-'ka—sh:in\ it (Ho) 1 : the act or an instanceof notifying 2 i a written or printed matter that gives notice
ao-tl-fy \‘no—ta—Jfl vt -fied: -fy-ing {ME notifien. fr. MF notifier to
make known. fr. LL notificare. fr. L rtatus known] (14c) 1 abs : to
point out 2 : to give notice of or report the occurrence of (he notified
his intention to sue) 3 : to give formal notice to (~ a family of thedeath of a relation) syn so: iNi—‘Oim — no-tl-fi-er \-.fi'(-c)r\ n

no—tlll \‘nt‘i-‘iil\ n (1968) i NO-TILLAGE

no—tllI-oge \-'ti-lij\ it ([968) : a system of farming that consists ofplanting a narrow slit trench without tillage and wit the use of herbi-
cides to suppress weeds

lip-flan \'n6-shon\ n [L noti'on-, norfo, fr. narcere] (1537) l a ('1): an
individual‘s conception or impression of something known. expen-
enced. or imagined (2) : an inclusive general concept (3) : a theory
or belief held by it person or group b : a personal inclination : Mini
2 abs: MIND. INTELLECT 3 pl: small useful items: sunoaias syn seeIDEA

no-tioii-al \‘no—shnal. -shc—n’l\ adj (1597) l : THEORETICAL. SPBCULA-
TJVE 2 : existing in the mind only : IMAGINARY 3: given to foolish or
fanciful moods or ideas 4 a: of. relating to. or being a notion or idea: CONCEPTUAL b (1): presenting an idea ofathing. action. or'quality
(has is on in he has luck. relational in he has gone) (2) : of or repre—
senting what exists or occurs in the world of things as distinguished
from syntactic categories — no-tioncaI-icty \.no-sh:-'na-lc-té\ n 7
no-iiuii-nl-ly \‘nfi-shno-lé, -sh3—n'l-é\ adv

no-to-chord \‘no-to-Jtorm n [Gk notort. notes back + L church: cord 7
more at CORD] (1843) : a longitudinal flexible rod of cells that in the
lowest chordates (as a Iancelet or a lamprey) and in the embryos of the
higher vertebrates forms the supporting axis of the body 7 no-to-
chord-al \.no~ta-'kor-d’l\ adj

no-to-ri-e-ty \.n5-to-'ri—:-te\ n, pl -ties EMF or ML; MF notorielé, fr.ML notorietat—. notorietas. fr. notorius] ca. 1650) 1 : the quality or
state of being notorious 2 : a notorious rson

no-to-ri-ous \nthor-e-os. n:-, -'tor-\ adj M]. notori'us, fr. LL notorium
information. indictment. fr. L rioscere to come to know 7 more at
Know (1534) : generally known and talked of; esp : widely and unfa-
vorab y known syn see FAMOUS .

no-to-rioous-ly \-lE\ adv (1512) l : in a notorious manner 2 : it is
notorious: asis ver well known

tin-trump adj (189? : being a bid. contract. or hand suitable to playwithout any suit being trumps7 no—t'rump n

tin-tum \‘nfi-tarm n, fl no-tit \'n6-t9\ [NL, fr. Gk iii-non back] (1877): the dorsal surface 0 a thoracic segment of an insect
loot-withstanding \.n‘at-with-'stan-diu. -witl1-\ prep [ME notwith-
standing. fr. not + withstanding. prp. of withstanden to withstand] (14c)
: DESPITE (~ their lack of experience._ they were an immediate success)— often used after its object (the motion passed. our objection ~)

liiotnvithstitridiiii; adv (15c) : NEVERTHELFss HOWEVER
'natwithstanding oonj ( l 5c) : ALTHOUGH
non-got Vail-got. esp Brit -.gii\ n [F. fr. Prov, fr. Ova n at. fr. noga
nut. fr. (assumed) VL noon, fr. L nae». nux — more at NUT (1827) : a
confection of nuts or fruit pieces in a sugar paste

nought \'not. 'niit\ var ofNAUGHT
nouoineonon \'nil—m:i-.nan\ rt. pl -na \-na. -.nii\ [G. fr. Gk nomimenan
that which is apprehended by thought. fr. neut. of pres. pass. part. of
again to think. conceive, fr. nous mind] (”96) : _a posited object orevent as it appears in itself independent of perception by the senses —
nou-rneri-nl \-ma—n’]\ adj

noun \‘iiaun\ n [ME nowne. fr. AF noun name. noun, fr. 0F nom. fr. L
nomen — more at NAME] (14c) : any member of a class of words that
typically can be combined with determiners to serve as the subject of a

795

verb. can be interpreted as singular or plural. can be replaced with a
pronoun. and refer to an entity. Quality. state. action. or concept

noun phrase it. often cap NdiP (1923) i a phrase formed by a noun and
all its modifiers and determiners; broadly : any syntactic element (as a
clause. clitic. pronoun. or zero element) with a n_o_i.i.i'i's function (as the
subject of a verb or the ob'ect of a verb or preposition) 7 nbbr. NP

nouroish \‘nor-ish. 'no-ris \ vi [ME nurlslien. fr. 0F nort'ss-. stem of
norrir. fr. L nulrire lo ouckle. nourish; akin to Gk rtan to flow. norerosdamp, Ski snaull ii drips} (14c) i. : NURTURE. ma 2 : to promote
the growth of (no occasions to exercise the feelings nor ~ passion 7L.
0. Core) 3 I: to furnish or sustain with nutriment: FEED b: MAIN-
TAIN. SUPPORT (their profits. . . ~ other criminal activities —BeverlySmith) — hour-ishoer ii

nour-ish-ing adjll4c): giving nourishment: mamousnour-ish-mcnt \'nor-ish—mcnt. 'no-rish—\ rt (15c) 1 a : Fooo. N'UTRL
MENT ti: SUSTENANCE3 (books for intellectual ~) 2 : the act of nour-
ishing : the state of being nourished

nous n [Gk near. nous mind] (1678) 1 \'niis also 'nai'is\ : MIND. REASON:
as I : an intelligent purposive principle of the world h : the divinemson regarded in Neoplatonism as the first emanation of God 2
\'nai‘is\ chiefly Brit : COMMONSENSE. ALERTNESS

flog-mu \nii-‘vfi\ adj [F. fr. MF novel] (1328) : newly arrived or de-
v o

nou-veau riche \.nti-.vo-'r$h\ n. pl nouoveoux riches \same\ [F. lit..
new rich] (1813) : a person newly rich : PARVENU

nou-velle \nI‘l—‘vel\ adj [nouvelle cuisine] (1976) : of or relating to non—
velle cuisine (:5 ~ restaurant)

nouvelle cuisine N [F. lit.. new cuisine] (1975) : a form of French
cuisine that uses little flour or fat and stresses light sauces and the use
of frsh seasonal produce: also i any national cuisine that stresses light-
ness and freshness in preparation (American nouvell'e cuisine)

nouvelle vague \-'v'ag, -'v:ig\ n [F](l959): NEW WAVE 1, 2

no-va \'no-va\ n. pl novas or no-vae \-(.)vé. -.vn }NL, tern. of L now:new] (192.?) : a star that suddenl increases its ight output tremen-
dously and then fades away to its onrier obscurity in a few months or
years — no-va-like \-va-.lik\ ad '

navvacou-lite \nfi-‘va—kyo-.lit\ n [‘L novacui'a razor] (1796) : a very hardfine-grained siliceous rock used for whetstones and possibly of sedi-
mentary originno-va-hon \né-‘vi-shcn\ rt [LL novalfori-. navaffo renewal. legal nova-
lion. fr. 1, novare to make new. fr. nevus] (1682) : the substitution of a
new legal obligation for an old one

lnov-el \‘nii-va“ adj [Ml-E. fr. MF. new. fr. L novellus. fr. dim. of nevus
new — more at NEW] (15c) 1 : new and not resembling something
formerly known or used 2 : original or striking esp. in conception or
style (a W scheme to collect money) syn see NEW

znovel it [It novella] (1639) 1 : an invented prose narrative that is usu.
long and complex and deals cap. with human experience through a usu.

connected uence of events 2 : the literary genre consistiiaif of nov-els — nowe ole-tic \.n§-vo—'tis-tik\ adj — nov-el-is-ti-c oly \-ti-
It(:-)IE\ adv

noVoeloette \.nii-vo-'let\ n (1814): NDVELLA 2_ _ _nov-el-ett-isb \-'lc-Itsh\ adj (1904) i of. relating to. or characlenstic of
a novelette: esp: SENTIMENTAL

novel-lot \'n'iiv-Iist. 'nli-vo-\ n (1728) : a writer of novels
nov-el-ize \‘n'a-va-Jifl vl -ized; -ibing (1828) : to convert into the
form of a novel (~ 3. play) — nov-el-lza-tion \.nfi-vo-la-'z.ii-sh=n\ n

no-vel-la \nd-‘ve-lo\ n. pl novella: or ribovelole \-'ve-Ié\ [IL fr. (cm. of
novella new. fr. L novellus] (1898) 1 pl novelle: a story With a compact
and pointed plot 2 pl um novella: : a work of fiction intermediate in
length and complexity between a. short story and a novel

nov-el-ty \'nii-val-_te\ rt. pl -ties [ME novelte, fr. M‘E novel'eié. fr. novel](140) 1 : something new or unusual 2 : the quality or state of being
novel : NEWNESS 3 : a small manufactured article intended mainly for

ersonal or household adornment — usu. used in pl.
1 o-vem-ber \né—‘vem—bar. n:—\ n [ME Navembre, fr. 0F. fr. L Novem-
ber. ninth month of the early Roman calendar. fr. novcn'i nine 7 more
at NINE (l3c) : the 11th month of the Gregorian calendar

2Novelii 2141956)— a communications code word for the letter rt
no-vem-de-cfl-Iloll \.no-.vem-di-'sil-y:n\ it. often attri'b [L navemdecim
nineteen (fr. noveni + decent ten) + E -illion (as in million) 7 more at
TEN] (ca. 1934) — soc NUMBER table

Ito-Ye-I'Ifl \né-‘vE-na\ ri ML. fr. L. fem. of navenus nine each. fr. novern],

(11853) : a Roman Cat olic period of prayer lasting nine consecutiveays
nov-ice \'n‘a-vos\ n [MIL fr. MF. fr. ML novicfus. fr. L. newly imported.
fr. novus 7 more at NEW] (14c) l : a person admitted to probationary
membership in a religious community 2: BEGINNER.TYRO

no-vi-tiate \no-‘vi—shat. na—\ n [F noviciat. fr. ML novfciatus. fr.
novt'ci'us] (1600) 1 : the period or state of being a novice 2 : a housewhere novice! are trained 3 : NOVICE

no-vo-bi-o-cin \no-vani-o-sam n [riavm (perh. modit'. of L ni‘veus

snowy. s ific epithet of the bacterium Stregfomyccr niveas) + bi— -_l--rriycin] 1956) : a weak dibasit: anid CJIHM 20” that Is highly toxic
to humans and is used as an antimicrobial drug in some serious casts of
siaphylococcic and urinary tract infection _No-vo-calri \'nt'i—vc-.kan\ trademark — used for a preparation contain-

ing the h drochloride of grocainc _no-vmca ne \-.k§n\ ti [1 V nova~ (fr. L nevus new) + cocaine] (1910)
: PROCAINEmlso: its hydrochloride

lnow \'nat'i\ adv [ME fr. 01?. ml: akin to OHG nil now. L nunc. Gk
nyn] (bef. l2c) 1 a : at the present time or moment It: in the time
immediately before the prsenl (thought of them just ~) i: : 1n the
time immediately to follow : FORTHwi'n-i (come in ~) 2 7 used Withthe sense of present time weakened or lost to express command. re-
quest. ot' admonition (N hear this) (~ you be sure to write) 3 — used
with the sense of present time weakened or lost to introduce an impor-_

\c\ abut \’\ kitten. F table \or\ further \a\ lab \i\ ace \3\ mop. mar
\ai'i\ out \ch\ chin \e\ but \é\ easy \g\go \i\ hit \i\ ice \j\ job
\i]\ sin; \6\ go \6\ III \51\ boy \1h\ thin \Lh\ the \ll\ [00! \ll\ foot
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \5. k. ". ce. (i, to. E. ’\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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