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C. Ground 1: Obviousness of Claims 1-3, 5, 7-8, 10, 13-15, 17,

19-21, 24 Based on Dallas, Brown and Kent
1. Claim 1
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“A communication system configured to silence
notifications for incoming electronic messages, the
system comprising a data processor, non-transitory
media readable by the data processor and a
communications subsystem:” (Claim 1, Preamble.)

“the communication subsystem adapted for
receiving the incoming electronic messages;”

(CIaim 1[@]) veeeeeveeeeirieeeiiee et e e e eeree e

“and the non-transitory media readable by the data
processor comprising coded program instructions

adapted to cause the processor to:” (Claim 1[b]) .....

“receive a selected message thread for silencing;”

(Claim 1C]) vveeeeeerieeeeeeiieee et

“in response to receiving the selected message
thread, activate a flag stored in the non-transitory
media in association with the selected message
thread, wherein the flag indicates that the selected

message thread has been silenced;” (Claim 1[d]) ....

“determine that a new incoming electronic
message is associated with the selected message

thread;” (Claim 1[€]) .veevvvvreeiiieeeieeeeee e

“determine that the selected message thread has
been flagged as silenced using the flag stored in
the non-transitory media;” (Claim 1[f]) ...................

“override a currently-enabled notification setting
to prevent a receipt notification pertaining to new
incoming electronic messages associated with the
selected message thread from being activated; and”
(CIaIm 1[Z]) cveeerrvereerreeeeiieeereeeerieeeerreeeeereeeeenee e
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