















































Franz98 bears the date April 22, 1998, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a)
and (b).

Meer96 bears the date October 6, 1996, and 1s prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a)
and (b).

RFC 793 bears the date September 1981, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a)
and (b).

Arbanowski96 bears the date October 6, 1996, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C.
§ 102(a) and (b).

Pfeifer97 bears the date December 19, 1997, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C.
§ 102(a) and (b).

Alam was filed on April 22, 1998, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e).

Yun was issued on March 29, 1994 and is prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) and
(b).

Kerr was filed on May 28, 1996, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e).

NetFlow bears the date July 7, 1997, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) and
(b).

Bellare97 bears the date October 22, 1997, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C.
§ 102(a) and (b).

Bellare95 bears the date 1995, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) and (b).

IBM96 bears the date May 1996, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) and
(b).

Checkpoint bears the date September 1995, and is prior art under 35 U.S.C.

§ 102(a) and (b).
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be employed. The converters are enchained and the result is named a converter chain.” 7d.
(Franz98) at 93.

Franz98 explains that because of the system’s focus, “the term job . . . and the term
converter introduced by the iPCSS can be used synonymously” in its architectural analysis. /d.

Franz98 explains that “the control of a single converter” should be “encapsulated by an
object named Mediator.” Id. at 93 (emphasis in original). When a Mediator object is created for
use in a chain, “a new process is created” for that Mediator “containing three threads.” /d. at
101. Thus, each Mediator has its own process. And regarding the “three threads™: “one of these
threads is associated to the Job Control [converter] whereas the other two implement the Stream

Control” for the converter’s “input stream and . . . output stream.” Id.
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19. Kerr in view of Pfeifer96, ISDN98, and Nelson Renders Obvious
Claims 1, 4, and 10 Under § 103

Pfeifer96 has already been combined with Kerr, and ISDN98 and Nelson have already
been combined with Pfeifer96 in corresponding sections above. See Sections V.D.18
(Kerr+Pfeifer96) and V.C.3 (Pfeifer96+ISDN98+Nelson) above. Those sections should be
consulted for the detailed manner of applying them to these references. As applied to the
previous combination of Kerr in view of Pfeifer96, ISDN98 and Nelson further confirm that “a
plurality of components” in a sequence generated by Pfeifer96 would maintain “state

information” across packets in the manner recited by claims 1, 4, and 10. See id.
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