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Zelle founder Paul Finch to step down

By Penny Crosman May 17, 2018, 2:07 p.m. EDT

Paul Finch, the CEO of Early Warning Services, which launched the Zelle person-to-person

payment network last year, said Thursday he will step down from the company next year.

Finch, 55, said in an interview that he’s been with the company for 28 years and has been

working close to nonstop.

“A little rest would not be a bad thing,” he said. He said he plans to spend some time working at

the Finch family Foundation, a nonprofit organization in Phoenix that serves children and families

in need.

“As you can imagine, it was a difficult decision, but we’re at a good spot to do this, though there’s

no perfect time,” Finch said. “Externally it looks like we’re right in the middle of the Zelle

phenomenon. The reality is the company has been making great progress, it’s well established in

the fraud and risk space, and even with Zelle, the P2P business case is doing well.”
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More than $75 billion worth of payments were made on the Zelle network in 2017, and more than

247 million payments were processed. Ninety financial institutions have joined the network and

95 million consumers have access to it through a mobile banking app.

Finch suggested Early Warning is planning to pursue some new things over the next few years, so

“having someone in at the beginning of that process, rather than trying to take over midstream,

was going to be better for this business,” he said. “That’s how I chose this timing.”

For the next 12 months, he will help the company with the transition to a new CEO.

Bankers involved with Early Warning and Zelle praised Finch’s leadership skills.

“Paul is a wonderful human being; he cares deeply about the people he leads at EWS,” said Bill

Wallace, head of digital for JPMorgan Chase and chairman of Early Warning’s board. “In the 15

years he’s been CEO of EWS, he has helped the financial services industry make great strides in

areas like risk, authentication and development and deployment of real-time P2P capability. He

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


7/29/2020 Zelle founder Paul Finch to step down | American Banker

https://www.americanbanker.com/news/zelle-founder-paul-finch-to-step-down 3/10

is a man of his word, he is somebody I’ve come to appreciate as a leader. I think his team

respects him highly.”

Mark Monaco, head of enterprise payments at Bank of America, said Finch "led the organization

through the development of Zelle and deserves a lot of credit for that."

"He has a great ability to have a vision about where payments and financial services is going, as

well as the ability to work collaboratively with bank members. It’s been a pleasure working with

him," Monaco said.

Bank of America has seen a 100% increase in Zelle transactions year over year.

“It’s an incredible example of banks working together to launch something new,” Monaco said.

Early Warning runs bank consortia for risk and security as well as for Zelle. Getting leaders at

banks of different sizes to agree on a single way of doing things can have its challenges. For

instance, when it came time to determine what the user interface for Zelle would be, there were

many debates about what it should look like. Some of the big banks attempted to push their own

mobile banking interface, but Finch brought in an independent company to create a new one.

“The real trick is to recognize that the benefit of the community is better than that of any one

organization,” Finch said. “It surprised a lot of people when we had major banks give up brands,

give up look and feel, and commit to a set of operating rules that they have to operate

differently than they were before. They recognized it was that important.”

Wallace said that the CEO role is one that requires the ability to drive collaboration among

direct competitors. Finch, he said, has “done an excellent job of navigating some of those

challenges.”

The company has also had to shift, with the introduction of Zelle, from a B2B company to one

that serves consumers and handles their complaints.
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“That’s not always an easy thing to do and Paul’s done a nice job with that,” Wallace said.

Early Warning started as a technology vendor aimed at eliminating fraud and risk in deposits. It

later broadened its scope to include technology for identity checks — it reviews the opening of

about 65% of all bank accounts in the U.S. It bought Finch’s company, Primary Payment Systems,

in 1990 and 10 years later asked him to be CEO.

Ironically for a company that prides itself on preventing fraud, Zelle was publicly criticized

recently for fraud some users have experienced, mostly through either taking payments for goods

that were never provided or losing money through social engineering.

“As in any network, fraud will occur,” Wallace said. The important thing, he said, is how the

network's rules are set up and how it helps facilitate proper resolution of fraud instances.

Finch said some of the press reports about fraud in Zelle were mischaracterizations.

“It’s unfortunate that those misperceptions made their way into the marketplace around Zelle,” he

said. “Is there fraud? Absolutely. Every payment system, whether physical or digital, has had and

continues to have fraud. There’s no way around it. Whenever a consumer is a victim of fraud, it

needs to be a top priority and Zelle is no exception, we have to continually improve in this area.”

He said the entire Zelle community is working to crack down on fraud.

In looking for a new CEO, Wallace said the Early Warning board will look for the same four

qualities it found in Finch: honest, transparent, direct and innovative. They’re also looking for

experience in payments, risk, identity, and authentication and “someone who can lead from a

fintech mindset,” Wallace said. “That entrepreneurship and the ability to innovate from a tech

perspective is an important and critical aspect of the next leader of the company.”

Some of the staff at Early Warning were part of Finch’s original company and have been there

nearly 30 years.

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.americanbanker.com/
https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
  Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

  Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
  With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

  Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
  Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

  Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


