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Slot machines for enabling team play by a plurality of slot 
machine players are disclosed. The game results of each 
team player are combined in a predefined manner to obtain 
a team game result. The game results of each player may be 
combined on a "per-spin" basis, or collected for each team 
player over an entire play session, with the net result of each 
team player combined on a "per-session" basis. In a "per
spin" embodiment, each team player initiates play, and the 
individual game results of each team player are combined in 
a predefined manner to obtain the best team game result, 
with the highest resulting payout, for each spin. In a "per
session" embodiment each team player continues play for an 
entire play session, and the net result of each team player is 
analyzed in a predefined manner on a "per-session" basis to 
obtain the team session result. A session can be defined, for 
example, in terms of (i) the number of plays per session; (ii) 
the duration of the session; or (iii) all plays until a predefined 
event occurs. 

72 Claims, 24 Drawing Sheets 

BLCPUMJ 
---- I ____ _ 

! l~SSIONTRANSACTION - (Ci 
:\ DATABASE 1.QQQ,, 

[ PER-SPINP:SOCESS -:J 
1.§QQ 

[- PER-SESSl:J~jPROCESS 
1800 

! 

IPR2020-00963 
Sony EX1005 Page 1

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


U.S. Patent Nov. 7, 2000 Sheet 1 of 24 6,142,872 

SLOT SERVER 

200 

SLOT NETWORK 
110 

SLOT SLOT SLOT SLOT 
MACHINE MACHINE MACHINE ■ ■ ■ MACHINE 

1 300 2 301 3 302 N 303 

FIG. 1 

IPR2020-00963 
Sony EX1005 Page 2

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


U.S. Patent Nov. 7, 2000 Sheet 2 of 24 

RAM 

230 

CLOCK 

240 

( 

( 

ROM 

220 

CPU 

200 

PLAYER DATABASE 

REGISTERED TEAM 
DATABASE 

MACHINE DATABASE 

SLOT NETWORK 
INTERFACE 

260 

COMMUN I CATION 
PORT 

210 

600 ~ 
700 

800 ~ 
PER-SPIN TRANSACTION 

DATABASE 900 

PER-SESSION TRANSACTION 
DATABASE 1000 

PER-SPIN PROCESS 
1600 I 

PER-SESSION PROCESS 
1800 I 

FIG. 2 

6,142,872 

IPR2020-00963 
Sony EX1005 Page 3

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


U.S. Patent Nov. 7, 2000 Sheet 3 of 24 6,142,872 

300 ~ 

FIRST SECOND THIRD 
REEL REEL REEL 

332 334 336 

I SESSION 
INFORMATION 

DISPLAY 
VIDEO 380 

DISPLAY REEL 
346 CONTROLLER 

330 
DISPLAY 

362 

RANDOM 
NUMBER CPU KEYPAD 

GENERATOR 363 

378 310 
CARD 

(320 
READER 

364 - ---COIN/BILL 
r-------..__ ---

~ 

ACCEPTOR PER-SPIN PAYOUT 
355 DATABASE 1100 

STARTING 
CONTROLLER 

( PER-SESSION PAYOUT 374 

DATABASE 1200 
HOPPER 

CONTROLLER 
-

PER-SPIN PROBABILITY 
SLOT 

NETWORK 
352 DATABASE 1300 INTERFACE 

I 376 
( PER-SESSION PROBABILITY 

DATABASE 1400 
HOPPER 

PER-SPIN 
354 PROCESS 1500 

PER-SESSION 
PROCESS 1700 

FIG. 3 

IPR2020-00963 
Sony EX1005 Page 4

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


U.S. Patent Nov. 7, 2000 Sheet 4 of 24 6,142,872 

332 334 336 

I'\ / ,. 
' '" 300 

~ QI ~ 
LJ 

// 

~ ~ II ~An II 
. 

- II Llf"'l.J.'\.. I) -
~ 

- ~ 

~ 0 II BAR II 

0) 
410 ---- V '\ I 

r------__ ' 
II 3 ~ 

--- --- ~ ··_,,/ 

I 

PULLS "' REEL 1 REEL 2 REEL 3 [§ INSERT ii 

I 
JACK ~ 0 ~ 

~ 364 
I REMAINING MARY ~ [:!ill] ~ CARD 
I 

II 11 

BOB om] I ~ I ~ --

5~ I 
355 

TEAM ~ ~ ~ '/ BILLS c-

L'== -

74 

PAYS LEFT r ...... PAYS RIGHT 
TO RIGHT 1 player 2 player 3 player TO LEFT 
7 7 7 100 30 15 7 7 7 

~tjy,fj~ 50 20 10 ~~~ 
000 20 10 5 ~.Q, 
~ ~ ~ 20 10 5 000 
Giw~ 18 8 4 ~,Q,,Q oo~ 14 6 3 ~oo , oo[}gf] 10 5 2 ~00 

· Any Pair/6:f" 5 3 1 Any Pair/{2t 

1 ._Any/Any/~ 2 1 1 Any/Any/~ 
I 

.... ~ 

( ) 

~ - 7 

FIG. 4 

IPR2020-00963 
Sony EX1005 Page 5

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
  Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

  Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
  With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

  Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
  Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

  Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


