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. Francis, Bob; “Packard Bell Redesigns PC to be Colorful
(75) Inventor: Mark Ben Frlesen, Palo AltO, CA (US) and Easy to USC”, Jun. 22, 1994 One Page.*
(73) Assignee: NEC Corporation, Tokyo (JP) * cited by examiner
(*) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 Primary Examiner—David A. Wiley
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. (74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—XKatten Muchin Zavis
Rosenman
This patent is subject to a terminal dis- (57) ABSTRACT
claimer.
A microcomputer system facilitates the connection of
peripheral devices to a computer unit with a plurality of
(21)  Appl. No.: 08/437,077 external ports.for connectipg to e.xternal peripheral. deVic.es.
In one embodiment of the invention, a set of adhesive strips
(22) Filed: May 5, 1995 is attached to positions adjacent to the ports. Each strip in the
(51) T0te CL7 oo Go6F 13/00  Scthasadistinct color. Another embodiment of the invention
includes an adhesive strip having a plurality of color coded
(52) US. Cl oot 710/100 regions, each of the color coded regions being placed
(58) Field of Search ...........c.cccoceuvveiine. 439/488, 489, adjacent to a separate one of the external ports.
439/490; 395/281
The microcomputer system also contains at least one periph-
. eral device. The device is designed to be electrically
(56) References Cited matched to one of the ports In one embodiment of the
present invention, the peripheral device contains a cable and
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS a plug. The plug has a color which is substantially the same
plug plug y
4410224 A * 10/1983 Giulie ..ovveveereeeeennnn. 339/18 R as The strip color associated with the matching port. Thus,
4445711 A * 5/1984 Cunningham . ... 283/1 R a user merely has to match the color of the plug to the color
4470181 A * 9/1984 Sergeant ........ e 2933 M of the strip in order to determine the correct way to connect
4,784,614 A * 11/1988 Sadigh-Behzadi e 439/488 the peripheral device to the computer unit. Alternately, the
4,820,193 A+ 4/1989 Noorily ....... roee 4397488 cable instead of the plug can be color coded or both the cable
5,037,330 A * 8/1991 Fulponi et al. ... 439/607 .
50399074 A * 81991 Schacfer ....... .. 338/163 and thf.: plug can be color coded. In yet angther embodiment
5,051,870 A * 9/1991 Companion ... ... 361/405 of the invention, one or more adhesive strips each also have
5114363 A * 5/1992 Mitra ....ccccoovvirinnnnnenn 439/491 a commonly used icon, identifying the peripheral device
5,150,246 A * 9/1992 Kimball et al. ............. 359/118 whose plug is designed to connect with the external port,
5,347,113 A * 9/1994 Reddersen et al. ......... 235462 adjacent to which the adhesive strip has been attached.
5,401,193 A * 3/1995 Lo Cicero et al. .......... 439/713
5,417,585 A * 5/1995 Morin et al. ...... ... 439/488
SA45272 A * 8/1995 CHSP weooovvreevrrreenn. 206/459.5
5,470,253 A * 11/1995 Siems et al. ................ 439/491
5,487,683 A * 1/1996 Carlson, Jt. ....ccovevnne.e. 439/718 8 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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