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Disk Unit 

Host computer 

A method and a System for implementing the method are 
disclosed relating to archival Storage of information in large 
numbers of disk units. The reliability of the stored informa 
tion is checked periodically using data verification opera 
tions whose results are saved. These results establish the 
Veracity of the data and enable compliance with various 
regulatory requirements. The techniques described enable 
the use of low cost disk drive technology, yet provide high 
assurance of data Veracity. In a typical System, management 
information Storage is provided in which data entries are 
asSociated with each of the disk drives to provide informa 
tion with respect to the condition of the data on that drive 
and its last verification. The data verification operations are 
performed on the data during time periods when I/O 
accesses are not required. 
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