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most significant digit

t significant digit 7. ! ence
m:isgits gtrillle highest-order digit, which is the leftmost

dieit. In 456.78, 4 is the most signiﬁcanf (_iigit. Acro-
n);n: MSD. Compare least significant digit.

MOTD 7. See message of the day.

motherboard n. The main circuit board containing.
the primary components of a con.aputer system. This
board contains the processor, main memory, support
circuitry, and bus controller and connector'. Other
boards, including expansion memory and mput/out—
put boards, may attach to the motherboard via the
bus connector. See also expansion slot. Compare
daughterboard.

Motion JPEG \mo'shan Jpeg\ n. A standard for stor-
ing motion video, proposed by the Joint Photo-
graphic Experts Group (JPEG), that uses JPEG
image compression for each frame. See also JPEG
(definition 1). Compare MPEG (definition 1).

mount vb. To make a physical disk or tape accessible
to a computer’s file system. The term is most com-

monly used to describe accessing disks in Macintosh
and UNIX-based computers.

mouse n. A common pointing device. The basic fea-
tures of a mouse are a flat-bottomed casing designed
to be gripped by one hand; one or more buttons on
the top; a multidirectional detection device (usually a
ball) on the bottom; and a cable connecting the
mouse to the computer. By moving the mouse on a

surface (such as a desk top), the user typically con-

trols an on-screen cursor. A mouse is

; a relative point-
ing

device because there are no defined limits to the
mouse’s movement and because its placement on a
surface does not map directly to a specific screen

location. To select items or choose commands on the
Screen, the user presses one

Producing a “mouge click.”

al i
50 bus mouse, mechanica] mouse, optical mouse,

= : .
ri;:ﬂomechamcal mouse, relative pointing device, se-
mouse. Compgre trackbal],

of the mouse’s buttons,
See the illustration. See

In a sequence of one or more

298

Mouse. Two types of mouse: Sor the Mac;
1
PCs (right). 110sh (left) gng

mouse pointer n. An on-screen elemen
tion changes as the user moves the mouse. Depepg.
ing on the location of the mouse pointer and the
operation of the program with which it i Working,
the area of the screen where the TMOuse pointer ap-
pears serves as the target for an action when the user
presses one of the mouse buttons. See also block ey
sor, cursor (definition 3).

t Whose [ocg.

mouse port 2. 1. In many PC-compatible computers
a dedicated connector where a mouse or other point-
ing device plugs into the computer. If a mouse portis
not available, a serial port can be used to connect the
mouse to the computer. See also connector, moust,
pointing device, serial port. See the illustration. 2.
a Macintosh, the Apple Desktop Bus port. See also
Apple Desktop Bus.

Mouse port

Mouse port.
: itivity
mouse scaling n. See mouse sensitivity:

mouse sensitivity 7. The relationship of
ment to screen cursor movement.
mouse signals to the computer more cthan
per inch of physical mouse mOVeme"ensiﬁvi the
less sensitive mouse. Increasing the S -
program or mouse driver can reSUI;li?ng it easiel f‘{
moves for a given mouse move, ccly, High sen’!
the user to position the cursor prei’ch =
tivity is good for exacting }'Vf)rkf S "
and graphic art; low sensitivity 15 g
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The Comprehensive
Standard for Business,
School, Library, and Home

MICROSOFT COMPUTER DICTIONARY, Fourth
Edition, remains the authoritative source
of definitions for computer terms,
concepts, and acronyms. Written in a
clear, easy-to-understand style, this
Fourth Edition defines over 8,000 terms
and has been fully updated to include
the latest technologies you will
encounter at home and at work—
including Y2K, networks, e-commerce,
cyberculture, enterprise computing,
component terminology, Windows® 98,
and UNIX. As an added bonus, the
dictionary extensively covers computer
industry acronyms, jargon, and slang—
often the most confusing terms in the
high-tech world.

US.A. $34.99

U.K. £32.99
[V.A.T. included]
Canada $52.99

[Recommended]

Computers/General Reference

I

Here's why the new MICROSOFT

COMPUTER DICTIONARY, Fourth

Edition, is the finest reference

of its kind:

« It’s comprehensive—covering

everything from A: (drive) to Zulu
time.

* It’s easy to use—in addition to

definitions, you'll find
pronunciation keys for difficult
words, parts of speech, and
extensive cross-references.

* It’s up to date—plus, you can

access and download online
updates every quarter on the
Microsoft Press® Web site.

e
(o)

Included on CD-ROM

Fully searchable versions of
the MICROSOFT COMPUTER
DICTIONARY and MICROSOFT
MANUAL OF STYLE FOR TECHNICAL
PUBLICATIONS—plus Microsoft
Internet Explorer 5!

For system requirements see the

information page near the CD-ROM. I

ISBN 0-7356-0615-3

780735"606159

“The Microsoft Press

Computer Dictionary is the
perfect way to clear up a
puzzling word or phrase in
computer culture.”

—RMichael Heim, Ph.D.,
author of Electric Language and
Virtual Realism

“The must-have computer

resource.”
—Compute

90000
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Other Great
Learning Solutions—
Made by Microsoft

has books to fit your needs and!
your style. '

Quick Course?
series—

Software: training for ]
people in ahurry

At a Glance series- j !

Easy, visual mformatton ,
Just when'youneedit. %

Microsoft
Pocket Guides—

Compact quick
references

Step by Step
series—

Microsoft’s self-paced
training kits

Step by Step
Interactive series—
Multimedia training

Running series—
Comprehensive
information in one
volume

Expert Companion
series—

High-powered tips and
tricks for advanced users

Tolearn more about o
Microsoft Press products, visit:

mspress.microsoft.com

Microsoft Press

Ul
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