
|||||||||| 
United States Patent (19) 
McGill, III et al. 

54) 

(T5) 

73 

21) 

22) 

51 
52) 

(58) 

56) 

OSK OPERATING SYSTEM BACKUP AND 
RECOVERY SYSTEM 

Inventors: James K. McGill, II, Dover, Dorotea 
Abele, Sutton; Lonnie L. Colman, 
Natick, Manuel Gonsalves, Brookline; 
Sanjeev Saxena, Millbury, all of Mass. 

Assignee: Sytron Corporation, Westboro, Mass. 

Appl. No.: 23,091 
Filed: Feb. 26, 1993 
Int. Cl. ....................... G06F 11/14 
U.S. C. ....................... 395/700; 364/280; 364/280.2; 

364/280.3; 364/DIG. 1 
Field of Search ..................................... 395/700, 650, 

395/575 

References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

4,493,034 1/1985 Angelle et al. ......................... 395/700 
5,133,065 7/1992 Chefetz et al. ........................ 395/575 
5,134,580 7/1992 Bertram et al. ......................... 395/650 
5,142,680 8/1992 Ottman et al. .......................... 395/700 
5,155,833 10/1992 Cullison et al. ........................ 395/425 
5,157,663 10/1992 Major et al. ............................. 37119.1 
5,210,875 5/1973 Bealkowski et al. ................... 395/700 
5,212,772 5/1993 Masters ................................... 395/200 
5,269,022 12/1993 Shinjo et al. ........................... 395/700 

18 

20 neSYS. CFG 
DRIVERS 

22 APPLICATION 
FILES 

HD 

US005469573A 

11) Patent Number: 5,469,573 
45) Date of Patent: Nov. 21, 1995 

5,276,865 l/1994 Thorpe .................................... 395/575 

Primary Examiner-Kevin A. Kriess 
Attorney, Agent, or Firm-Testa, Hurwitz & Thibeault 

57 ABSTRACT 

This invention features a data backup procedure and appa 
ratus for backing up and restoring, or otherwise loading a 
fully configured operating system to the high capacity 
storage device (e.g., hard disk) of a computer workstation, 
such as a personal computer. The method includes providing 
a first media having the desired operating system files to be 
loaded onto the storage device, providing a second media 
having configuration-specific data files, initializing the data 
processing system from the second media to provide a 
temporary operating system using the configuration-specific 
data files, loading the desired operating system files from the 
first media to the storage device using the temporary oper 
ating system, and reinitializing the data processing system 
with the desired operating system from the storage device. 
Embodiments of the method include providing the first 
media by copying the desired operating system files, or all 
the files, stored on the storage device to the first media. The 
copying can be achieved by running a data backup routine. 
Other embodiments include providing the configuration 
specific data files to the second media by copying the 
configuration-specific data files from the storage device to 
the second media. 

33 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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