UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL
(Only for new nonprovisional applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b})

ed with the United States Patent and
brn Standard Time under the Rules of

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being eloBironic
Trademark Office on June 10, 2015 at or befoie |

37CFR§ 110,
(:mﬁfﬁ‘a L. Mali
Docket No. : 78252/A400
. Inventor(s) : Kazuki Oono
Title : GAI\]SIE CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING
MEDIUM

ADDRESS TO: Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 June 10, 2015

1. X FEE TRANSMITTAL FORM

2. IF A CONTINUING APPLICATION
X This application is a divisional of patent application No. 14/198,411.

Prior application information: Examiner Omkar A. Deodhar; Group Art Unit: 3714.

This application claims the benefit of Provisional Application No, pursuant to 35
U.S.C. §119(e) and 37 CFR §1.78(a)(4).

3. APPLICATION COMPRISED OF

Specification
54 Specification, claims and Abstract (total pages)

Drawings
12 Sheets of formal drawing(s) (FIGS. 1 to 17)

Inventor's Declaration(s)
X Executed Statement in Lieu of Declaration (new or copy from a prior application (37
CFR 1.63(d)) (for continuation and divisional)
Executed Declaration/Assignment (new or copy from a prior application (37 CFR
1.63(d)) (for continuation and divisional)

Power of Attorney by Applicant(s)
X Executed (new or copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.63(d)) (for continuation and
divisional) with transmittal

Application Data Sheet
X Newly executed ADS
Unexecuted ADS
4, Microfiche Computer Program (Appendix)

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 1



UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL
(Only for new nonprovisional applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b))

Docket No.: 78252/A400

Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission (if applicable, all necessary)
Computer Readable Copy

Paper Copy (identical to computer copy)

Statement verifying identity of above copies

6. APPLICANT(S) STATUS UNDER 37 CFR § 1.27 or 1.29

Applicant(s) and any others associated with it/them under § 1.27(a) are a SMALL
ENTITY
Applicant(s) and any others associated with it/them under § 1.29(a) are a MICRO
ENTITY

Certification of Micro Entity Status (Gross Income Basis)

7. ALSO ENCLOSED ARE

il

Request and Certificate under 35 U.S.C. §122(b)(2)(B)(Q) Request for Non-Publication)
Preliminary Amendment

Includes “Cross-Reference to Related Applications” '

A Petition for Extension of Time for the parent application and the required fee are being
filed concurrently herewith.

This application is owned by pursuant to an Assignment recorded at Reel
, Frame
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)/PTO/SB/08A/B
Copies of IDS Citations

Certified copy of Priority Document(s) (paper filing only, if foreign priority is claimed)
English Translation Document (if applicable)

Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503) (should be specifically itemized).

Other: ]

8. DIRECT ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: CUSTOMER NUMBER 23363

Respectfully submitted,
CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP

By S f"‘ :

Raymond R. Tabandeh
Reg. No. 43,945
626/795-3900

CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP, P.O. BOX 29001, GLENDALE, CA 91209-9001
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FEE TRANSMITTAL
UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION

DATE: June 10,2015

Docket No.
Inventor(s)
Title

78252/A400 Duplicate __
Kazuki Oono

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING
MEDIUM

Total Claims

0 x $80.00 $40.00 $20.00

Independent Claims

w
|
(4]
i
o|o

0 x $420.00 $210.00 $105.00

$7 $390.00

Multiple-Dependent Claims Fee

Basic Filing Fee

$280.00 $70.00 $70.00 $280.00
Search Fee $600.00 $300.00 $150.00 $600.00
Examination Fee $720.00 $360,00 $180.00 $720.00

: L Bp: at : 2 : L
50 - 100 =0/50 0 x $400.00 $200.00 | $100.00 $0.00

k bLate SuEmission of 0 th/Dec]ar oﬁwF‘é‘e"

$140.00 $70.00 " $35.00 $0.00
Non-Electronic Filing Fee $400.00 $200.00 $200.00 $0.00
TOTAL AMOUNT OF FEES $1,600.00

List Independent Claims: 1, 6, and 7

METHOD OF PAYMENT
X Submitted herewith is the fee of $1,600.00.

X The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17
which may be required during the entire pendency of the application to Deposit Account
No. 03-1728. Please show our docket number with any charge or credit to our Deposit
Account.

RRT/clm

Respectfully submitted,
CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP

By@

Raymond R. Tabandeh
Reg. No, 43,945
626/795-9900
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UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL
(Only for new nonprovisional applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b})

ed with the United States Patent and
brn Standard Time under the Rules of

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being eloBironic
Trademark Office on June 10, 2015 at or befoie |

37CFR§ 110,
(:mﬁfﬁ‘a L. Mali
Docket No. : 78252/A400
. Inventor(s) : Kazuki Oono
Title : GAI\]SIE CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING
MEDIUM

ADDRESS TO: Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 June 10, 2015

1. X FEE TRANSMITTAL FORM

2. IF A CONTINUING APPLICATION
X This application is a divisional of patent application No. 14/198,411.

Prior application information: Examiner Omkar A. Deodhar; Group Art Unit: 3714.

This application claims the benefit of Provisional Application No, pursuant to 35
U.S.C. §119(e) and 37 CFR §1.78(a)(4).

3. APPLICATION COMPRISED OF

Specification
54 Specification, claims and Abstract (total pages)

Drawings
12 Sheets of formal drawing(s) (FIGS. 1 to 17)

Inventor's Declaration(s)
X Executed Statement in Lieu of Declaration (new or copy from a prior application (37
CFR 1.63(d)) (for continuation and divisional)
Executed Declaration/Assignment (new or copy from a prior application (37 CFR
1.63(d)) (for continuation and divisional)

Power of Attorney by Applicant(s)
X Executed (new or copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.63(d)) (for continuation and
divisional) with transmittal

Application Data Sheet
X Newly executed ADS
Unexecuted ADS
4, Microfiche Computer Program (Appendix)
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UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL
(Only for new nonprovisional applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b))

Docket No.: 78252/A400

Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission (if applicable, all necessary)
Computer Readable Copy

Paper Copy (identical to computer copy)

Statement verifying identity of above copies

6. APPLICANT(S) STATUS UNDER 37 CFR § 1.27 or 1.29

Applicant(s) and any others associated with it/them under § 1.27(a) are a SMALL
ENTITY
Applicant(s) and any others associated with it/them under § 1.29(a) are a MICRO
ENTITY

Certification of Micro Entity Status (Gross Income Basis)

7. ALSO ENCLOSED ARE

il

Request and Certificate under 35 U.S.C. §122(b)(2)(B)(Q) Request for Non-Publication)
Preliminary Amendment

Includes “Cross-Reference to Related Applications” '

A Petition for Extension of Time for the parent application and the required fee are being
filed concurrently herewith.

This application is owned by pursuant to an Assignment recorded at Reel
, Frame
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)/PTO/SB/08A/B
Copies of IDS Citations

Certified copy of Priority Document(s) (paper filing only, if foreign priority is claimed)
English Translation Document (if applicable)

Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503) (should be specifically itemized).

Other: ]

8. DIRECT ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: CUSTOMER NUMBER 23363

Respectfully submitted,
CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP

By S f"‘ :

Raymond R. Tabandeh
Reg. No. 43,945
626/795-3900

CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP, P.O. BOX 29001, GLENDALE, CA 91209-9001
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FEE TRANSMITTAL
UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION

DATE: June 10,2015

Docket No.
Inventor(s)
Title

78252/A400 Duplicate __
Kazuki Oono

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING
MEDIUM

Total Claims

0 x $80.00 $40.00 $20.00

Independent Claims

w
|
(4]
i
o|o

0 x $420.00 $210.00 $105.00

$7 $390.00

Multiple-Dependent Claims Fee

Basic Filing Fee

$280.00 $70.00 $70.00 $280.00
Search Fee $600.00 $300.00 $150.00 $600.00
Examination Fee $720.00 $360,00 $180.00 $720.00

: L Bp: at : 2 : L
50 - 100 =0/50 0 x $400.00 $200.00 | $100.00 $0.00

k bLate SuEmission of 0 th/Dec]ar oﬁwF‘é‘e"

$140.00 $70.00 " $35.00 $0.00
Non-Electronic Filing Fee $400.00 $200.00 $200.00 $0.00
TOTAL AMOUNT OF FEES $1,600.00

List Independent Claims: 1, 6, and 7

METHOD OF PAYMENT
X Submitted herewith is the fee of $1,600.00.

X The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17
which may be required during the entire pendency of the application to Deposit Account
No. 03-1728. Please show our docket number with any charge or credit to our Deposit
Account.

RRT/clm

Respectfully submitted,
CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP

By@

Raymond R. Tabandeh
Reg. No, 43,945
626/795-9900
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PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being~e
Trademark Office on June 10, 2015 at or befg

37 CFR§ 1.10.
Inventor : Kazuki Oono
Application No. : To Be Determined
Filed 1 June 10, 2015
Title : GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING
MEDIUM
Grp./Div. : To Be Determined
Examiner : To Be Determined
Docket No. 1 78252/A400

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE REGISTERED
PRACTITIONERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 37 CFR 1.5

Commissioner for Patents Post Office Box 29001
P.O. Box 1450 Glendale, CA 91209-9001
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 June 10, 2015
Commissioner:

Attached herewith is a General Power of Attorney for the above-identified patent application.

Respectfully submitted,
CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP

N
By C
Raymond R. Tabandeh

Reg. No. 43,945
626/795-9900

RRT/clm

CLM PAS1361083.1-*-06/10/15 12:10 PM
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FORM PTO/SB/0SA/B (10-01) Attorney Docket Number 78252/A400
Substitute for PTO-1449A/B
Application Number TBD
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE PP
: Filing Date June 10, 2015
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT -
Inventor(s) Kazuki Oono
(use as many sheets as necessary) Group Art Unit TBD
Examiner Name TBD
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
EXAMINER Cite | DOCUMENT NUMBER PUBLICATION DATE
INITIALS No.! Number - Kind Code? (If Known) MM-DD-YYYY NAME OF PATENTEE
2011/0124415 Al (05-26-2011 Shimono
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Eoreign Patent Document Name of Patentee or T
EXAMINER Cite Country Code® - Number* - Kind Code® Publication Date Applicant of Cited (v)
INITIALS No.! (If Known) MM-DD-YYYY Document
JP 11-244533 09-14-1999 Yamamoto Patent Abstracts of Japan
JP 2011-110139 06-09-2011 Shimono Corresponds to US
2011/0124415 above
OTHER DOCUMENTS
EXAMINER Cite Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the aticle, title of the item (book, magazine, joumal, serial, symposium,
INITIALS No.! catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.
Verified English Translation of Notice of Reasons for Rejection for corresponding JP 2013-049388,
mailed May 21, 2013, Spp.
Dai-Ranto!! Guild Battle G, FAMITSU mobage, Vol. 2, ENTERBRAIN Inc., July 21, 2011,
Weekly FAMITSU August 25 extra edition, p.62-63 {(5pp.) {(Refer to Notice of Reasons for
Rejection mailed on May 21, 2013, regarding priority Japanese application No. 2013-049388 for
relevance)
Chevalier Saga Tactics, [online], OnlineGamer ixll.Inc., posted on August 17, 2012, searched on
May 14, 2013, Internet <URL http://www.onlinegamer.jp/news/201208170038/>, 4pp. (Refer to
Notice of Reasons for Rejection mailed on May 21, 2013, regarding priority Japanese application
No. 2013-049388 for relevance)

CLM PAS1361076.1-*-06/10/15 11:59 AM

EXAMINER
SIGNATURE

DATE
CONSIDERED

EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not
considered. Include copy of thisform with next communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2See Kinds Codes of USPTO
Patent Documents at www.pto.gov or MPEP 901 4. *Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO standard ST.3). *For Japanese patent
documents, the indication of the year of the reign of he Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of document by the appropriate symbols
as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. *Applicant is to place a check mark here if English Language Translaton is attached.

Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

RRT/clm

Sheet 1 of 1

Su
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

Filing Date:

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING

MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Kazuki Oono

Filer: Raymond R. Tabandeh/Christina Malinosky
Attorney Docket Number: 78252/A400
Filed as Large Entity
Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sub-Total in
UsD($)
Basic Filing:
Utility application filing 1011 1 280 280
Utility Search Fee 1M1 1 600 600
Utility Examination Fee 1311 1 720 720
Pages:
Claims:
Miscellaneous-Filing:
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Supercell
Exhibit 1002

Page 9



Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sut—;’;(tsa)l in
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 1600
Supercell
Exhibit 1002
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 22590715
Application Number: 14735958
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 8539

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING

MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Kazuki Oono

Customer Number:

23363

Filer:

Raymond R. Tabandeh/Christina Malinosky

Filer Authorized By:

Raymond R. Tabandeh

Attorney Docket Number: 78252/A400
Receipt Date: 10-JUN-2015
Filing Date:
Time Stamp: 17:40:21

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Credit Card
Payment was successfully received in RAM $1600

RAM confirmation Number 4578

Deposit Account

Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Supercell
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File Listing:
Document s . File Size(Bytes Multi Pages
Document Description File Name ( y V . . 9
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
102542
1 Application Data Sheet WebADS.pdf no 5
ec62bb775358868162019d6370f5ef7d26¢
Warnings:
Information:
227659
2 Oath or Declaration filed SubstituteStatement.pdf no 3
79d9304a522ca17f2d6b93941a7440a5a35
60aad
Warnings:
Information:
117440
3 Specif.pdf yes 54
e37fa5ae5120857c5 ¢l acdff0a07b9340900
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Specification 1 50
Claims 51 53
Abstract 54 54
Warnings:
Information:
432928
Drawings-only black and white line .
4 ) Drawings.pdf no 12
drawings
edd100fbaebdb8f233ed4f4a67d0ce9d 3201
208
Warnings:
Information:
146538
5 Transmittal of New Application Transmittal.pdf no 3
50ab44dd19a5¢91e7eadffch9ab6bl6a2lel
a3fsf
Warnings:
Information:
149255
6 POA.pdf yes 4
fa80dc49b1ee033bb2f3af140cadee58a930)|
Supercell
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Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Transmittal Letter 1 1
Power of Attorney 2 4
Warnings:
Information:
70262
7 CONIDS.pdf yes 2
af96461b33b3504f48fa07b9b554d07357b
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Transmittal Letter 1 1
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Form (SBO8) 2 2
Warnings:
Information:
35268
8 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
48ae220fc4768ed69e16dfa467575d216bb)
bdéef
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes):I 1281892

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application asa
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.

Supercell
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PTO/AIA/14
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Attorney Docket Number 78252/A400

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as cutlined in 37 CFR 1.76.

This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the document
may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2

[ Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2(Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.)

Inventor Information:

R
Inventor 1

Legal Name
Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
Kazuki Qono

Residence Information (Select One) () USResidency (®) Non US Residency (O Active US Military Service

City Minato-ku Country of Residence Jp

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 ¢/0 GREE, Inc.
Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi

City Minato-ku, Tokyo | State/Province | oT
Postal Code ‘ 106-6112 | Country i P

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be generated

within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

[ ] AnAddressis being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

Customer Number 23363

Email Address pto@cph.com | | Add Email | |RemoveEmaiI

Application Information:

Title of the Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

Attorney Docket Number | 78252/A400 Small Entity Status Claimed ]

Application Type Nonprovisional

Subject Matter Utility

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 12 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)

WEB ADS 1.0

Supercell
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PTO/AIA/14
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Attorney Docket Number 78252/A400

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —
Application Number

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

Filing By Reference

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S5.C. 111(c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., “Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Information”).

For the purposes of afiling date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a).

Application number of the previously Filing date (YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country i
filed application

Publication Information:

[] RequestEarly Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Request Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under 35US.C

] 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the subject of an
application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires publication at eighteen
months after filing.

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).

Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer Number
will be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One: @ Customer Number ‘ O US Patent Practitioner | O Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)

Customer Number 23363

Additional Representative Information blocks may be generated within this form by
selecting the Add button.

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119{(e), 120, 121, or 365(c),0r386(c) or indicate National
Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing this information in the application data sheet constitutes the specific reference
required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.

Prior Application Status | Pending

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD})

Division of 14/198411 2014-03-05

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form by
selecting the Add button.

WEB ADS 1.0
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PTO/AIA/14
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

. Attorney Docket Number 78252/A400
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet
constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When priority is claimed to a foreign application that is eligible
for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX) the information will be used by the Office to automatically attempt retrieval
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i){1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign
application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority
application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1).

| Remove |
Application Number Country i Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Code (if applicable)
2013-049388 P 2013-03-12
Remove
Application Number Country i Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Code (if applicable)
2013-202682 P 2013-09-27
Remove
Application Number Country i Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Code (if applicable)
2013-262855 JP 2013-12-19

Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add
button.

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition
Applications

This application {1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also

contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March
[] 16.2013.

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March

16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.

Authorization to Permit Access:

[[] Authorization to Permit Access to the Instant Application by the Participating Offices

WEB ADS 1.0
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PTO/AIA/14
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

. Attorney Docket Number 78252/A400
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

If checked, the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO),

the Japan Patent Office (JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO),
and any other intellectual property offices in which a foreign application claiming priority to the instant patent application
is filed access to the instant patent application. See 37 CFR 1.14{c) and (h). This box should not be checked if the applicant
does not wish the EPC, JPO, KIPC, WIPO, or other intellectual property office in which aforeign application claiming priority
to the instant patent application is filed to have access to the instant patent application.

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(h)(3), access will be provided to a copy of the instant patent application with respect

to: 1) the instant patent application-as-filed; 2} any foreign application to which the instant patent application

claims priority under 35 U.5.C. 119(a)-(d) if a copy of the foreign application that satisfies the certified copy requirement of
37 CFR 1.55 has been filed in the instant patent application; and 3) any U.S. application-as-filed from which benefit is
sought in the instant patent application.

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c), access may be provided to information concerning the date of filing this Authorization.

Applicant Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant 1

If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an

applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be

identified in this section.

() Assignee (O Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 (O loint Inventor

@ Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. O Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is:

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor :

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. X

Organization Name GREE, Inc.

Mailing Address Information:

Address 1 6-10-1 Roppongi

Address 2

City Minato-ku, Tokyo State/Province oT
Country i| JP Postal Code 106-6112
Phone Number Fax Number
WEB ADS 1.0
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PTO/AIA/14
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Attorney Docket Number 78252/A400

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —
Application Number

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not subsitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR to have an
assignment recorded by the Office.

Assignee 1

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent application
publication . An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application publication as an
applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the patent application
publication.

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here ]

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:

Address 1

Address 2

City State/Province
Country i Postal Code
Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by
selecting the Add button.

Signature:

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and
certifications

Signature |/Raymond R.Tabandeh/

First Name Raymond R. Last Name Tabandeh Registration Number 43945

Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

WEB ADS 1.0
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Doc code: Oath
escription: Qath or declaration filed
Document D i PTO/AIA/02 (07-13)
Approved for use through 01/31/2014, OMB 0651-0632
U.8. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a callection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

SUBSTITUTE STATEMENT IN LIEU OF AN OATH OR DECLARATION FOR UTILITY
OR DESIGN PATENT APPLICATION (35 U.S.C. 115(d) AND 37 CFR 1.64)

Title of | GAME CONTROL METHOD GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

Invention

This statement is directed to:

D The attached application,
OR

14/198,411 __ March5, 2014

@United States application or PCT international application number

LEGAL NAME of inventor to whom this substitute statement applies:

(E.g., Given Name (first and middle (if any}) and Family Name or Surname)

Kazuki Oono

Residence (except for a deceased or legally incapacitated inventor):

Osaka Japan

City State Country
Mailing Address (except for a deceased or legally incapacitated inventor):

2-3-12-403, Uchihonmachi, Chuo-ku, Osaka-shi, Osaka 540-0026 Japan

., Osaka

State

- 540-0026
Zip

Japan

Country

| believe the above-named inventor or joint inventor to be the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention
in tha application.

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this statement is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 by fine or
imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or both.

Relationship to the inventor to whom this substitute statement applies:

D Legal Representative (for deceased or legally incapacitated inventor only),
D Assignee,
li} Person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign,

D Person who otherwise shows a sufficient proprietary interest in the matter (petition under 37 CFR 1.46 is required)}, or
D Joint Inventor.

[Page 1 of 2]

This coliectipn of information is required by 35 L.S.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file {and
by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentialily is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14, This collection is estimated to take 1 minuie to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application ferm ta the USPTO. Time will vary dspending upon the indivigual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sert to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Cffice, U.S. Depariment of Cammerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in complefing the form, caif 1-806-PT0-9199 and seiect option 2,
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PTOfSBIAIADZ (07-13)
Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB8 0851-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT CF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduclion Act of 1995, no parsons are required 10 respond to a colleclion of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

SUBSTITUTE STATEMENT

Circumstances permitting execution of this substitute statement:
[ ] tnventor is deceased,
D Inventor is under legal incapacity,
Ii] Inventor cannot be found or reached after diligent effort, or
D Inventor has refused to execute the oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.63.
If there are joint inventors, please check the appropriate box below:
D An application data sheet under 37 CFR 1.76 (PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent) naming the entire inventive entity has been
ar is currently submitted.
OR
D An application data sheet under 37 CFR 1.76 (PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent) has not been submitted. Thus, a Substitute

Statement Supplementa! Sheet (PTOfAIA/11 or equivalent) naming the entire inventive entity and providing inventor
information is attached. See 37 CFR 1.64(b).

WARNING:

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents fited in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
(other than a check or credit card authorizatlon form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
to support a petition or an application. 1f this type of parsonal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO,
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a
patent. Furthermors, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the publicif the application is
raferenced in a published application or an issued patent {(see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization farms
PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes are net retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

IPERSON EXECUTING THIS SUBSTITUTE STATEMENT:

wme: 1 OMOKI Umeya

N /ﬁy/

APPLICANT NANIE ANH TITLE OF PERSON EXECUTINGTHIS SUBSTITUTE STATEMENT:
If the applicant is a juristic entity, list the applicant name #6d the title of the signer:

GREE, Inc.

Date (Optlional):

Applicant Name:

Tile of Person Executing Myjrantar | ggal & IP Unit

This Substitute Statement: ’ g -

The signer, whose fitle is supplied above, is authorized {0 act on behalf of the applicant.

Residence of the signer {unless provided in an application data sheet, PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent):

City TO kyo State iICountry J a p a n

Mailing Address of the signer (unless provided in an application data shest, PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent)
6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-6112 Japan

oy 1 OKYO 1066112 | Japan

State Zip Country
Note: Use an additional PTO/AIA/02 form for each inventor who is deceased, legally incapacitated, cannot be found or reached
after diligent effort, or has refused to execute the oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.63.

[Page 2 of 2]
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 {P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection
with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly,
pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: {1) the general authority for the
collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); {2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary;
and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office is e process andlor examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may nof be able to
process andfor examine your submission, which may resuit in termination of proceedings or
abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially lo the extent allowed under the
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether
disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negctiations.

Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of
Congress submitting a request involving an individual, te whom the record pertains, when the
individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the
record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine uss, o a contractor of the
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of
information shall be required o comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as

amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).
A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperaticn Treaty in

this systern of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, 1o the Intemational Bureau of the
World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal
agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181} and for review pursuant to

the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).
A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,

General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as
part of that agency’s responsibilily to recommend improvements in records management
practices and pragrams, under authority of 44 U.S,C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant { i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not
be used to make determinations ahout individuals. )

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after
sither publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent
purstant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an

issued patent.
A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State,

or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potentfai
violation of law or regulation.
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GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
[0001] This application is a divisional of U.S. patent
application No. 14/198,411, filed March 5, 2014, which claims
benefit of JP 2013-049388, filed on March 12, 2013, JP 2013-
202682, filed on September 27, 2013 and JP 2013-262855, filed
on December 138, 2013. The entire contents of which are hereby
incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD
[0002] The present invention relates to a game control
method, a game control device, and a recording medium.

BACKGROUND
[0003] In recent years, a social game is known which is
provided on a social networking service (SNS) and which is
played by a user while communicating with another user.
[0004] An application program for playing a social game is
roughly divided into a native application that is downloaded
to a communication terminal, installed on the communication
terminal, and then used, and a web application that runs on a
web server and is used by a web browser of the communication
terminal.
[0005] The native application is an application that
depends on the 0SS of a communication terminal, such as an
iPhone (registered trademark) terminal and an Android
(registered trademark) terminal of a smartphone. For example,
a server device distributes a native application, such as an
iPhone applicaticn by Objective-C or an Android application by
Java (registered trademark), etc., from the platform to each
communication terminal.
[0006] It is necessary to develop the native application by

two kinds of programming languages, i.e., the programming
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language "Objective-C" compatible with iPhone terminals and
the programming language "Java" compatible with Android
terminals. Because of this, it is necessary to make the
native application public through an official marketplace
after subjecting the native application to coding processing
using a language specific to the platform of communication
terminals.
[0007] On the other hand, it is possible to cross-develop
the web application for both of the platforms based on the
languages, such as HTMLS5 (Hyper Text Markup Language 5),
Javascript (registered trademark), and CSS3 (Cascading Style
Sheets 3), and it i1s not necessary to make the web application
public through an official marketplace at the time of
disclosure. Further, the web application does not depend on
the 0S of the terminal.
[0008] Incidentally, among the above-mentioned social
games, there is a social game in which it is possible to
constitute a group referred to as a guild by a plurality of
users (plavers) who play the game. In such a social game, it
is possible to share or communicate information among a
plurality of users (guild members) constituting the same
guild.
[0009] Further, in a social game in which, for example, a
user fights a battle with an enemy character using wvarious
kinds of characters, etc., possessed by the user, it is
possible to fight a battle with, for example, an enemy
character referred to as a raid boss with cooperation among
the guild members. In the case where a user fights a battle
with an enemy character with cooperation among the guild
members and wins the battle, it is possible for the guild
members to obtain various kinds of rewards (for example,
characters, items, etc.).

SUMMARY
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[0010] In the above-mentioned social game in which a user
fights a battle with an enemy character with cooperation among
the guild members, it is profitable for a user to constitute a
guild, because it is possible to obtain, for example, rewards
that cannot be obtained by one user, by constituting a guild.
[0011] However, the purpose of the guild in such a case is
to win a battle, and therefore, the guild tends to consist of
users at a high level (experts) in the social game. Further,
the upper limit is set to the number of guild members in many
cases.
[0012] Because of this, it is only possible for a user at a
low level (beginner) to constitute a guild with users at about
the same level as the user, and as a result, there is a
possibility that a reward desired by the user cannot be
obtained. Such circumstances cause the motivation for the
game of a user at a low level to be reduced.
[0013] That is, for example, a new mechanism that enables a
user to play in cooperation with a plurality of users (guild)
regardless of the level, etc., is necessary in the social
game.
[0014] An object of the present invention is to provide a
game control method, a game control device, and a recording
medium capable of providing a mechanism in which a plurality
of users plays in cooperation with one another.
[0015] According to an aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a game control method carried out by a game
control device connected to a plurality of communication
terminals used by each of a plurality of users who play a game
so as to be capable of communicating therewith. The game
control device has a storage unit for storing group
information indicative of a group consisting of a plurality of
users who play the game and game piece information indicative

of a plurality of game pieces constituting one item. This
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game control method includes the steps of giving a game piece
to each of the plurality of users in accordance with an
operation of the user to a communication terminal used by the
user, storing obtained game piece information indicative of
the game piece given to each of the plurality of users in the
storage unit, determining whether all of the plurality of game
pieces necessary to constitute the one item indicated by the
game piece information are given to a plurality of users
constituting a group indicated by the group information based
on the obtained game piece information stored in the storage
unit, and giving a reward to a plurality of users constituting
a group indicated by the group information in a case where it
is determined that all of the plurality of game pieces are
given.
[0016] According to the present invention, it is possible
to provide a mechanism in which a plurality of users plays in
cooperation with one another.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0017] Other features and advantages of the present optical
device will be apparent from the ensuing description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:
[0018] Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware
configuration of a network system including a game control
device according to an embodiment of the present invention;
[0019] Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a
configuration of the main functions of the game control device
50 illustrated in Fig. 1;
[0020] Fig. 3 illustrates an example of the data structure
of card parameter information stored in the storage unit 42
illustrated in Fig. 2;
[0021] Fig. 4 illustrates an example of the data structure
of robot parameter information stored in the storage unit 42

illustrated in Fig. 2;
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[0022] Fig. 5 is a flowchart for explaining an outline of
the flow of the card battle game in the embodiment;
[0023] Fig. 6 is a flowchart illustrating the processing
procedure of the game control device 50 in the case where a
quest is started in the card battle game in the embodiment;
[0024] Fig. 7 is a flowchart illustrating the processing
procedure of the game control device 50 at the time of
evolving the card character by combination in the card battle
game in the embodiment;
[0025] Fig. 8 is a flowchart illustrating the processing
procedure of the game control device 50 when a robot battle
occurs in the card battle game in the embodiment;
[0026] Fig. 9 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of
the processing to set battle parameters performed by the
parameter setting unit 53;
[0027] Fig. 10 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of
the processing to generate a robot battle image performed by
the game control unit 54;
[0028] Fig. 11 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of
the processing to generate a robot battle image performed by
the game control unit 54;
[0029] Fig. 12 illustrates an example of the data structure
of guild information stored in the storage unit 42;
[0030] Fig. 13 illustrates an example of the data structure
of game piece information stored in the storage unit 42;
[0031] Fig. 14 illustrates an example of the data structure
of obtained game piece information stored in the storage unit
42;
[0032] Fig. 15 illustrates an example of the data structure
of level information stored in the storage unit 42;
[0033] Fig. 16 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of
the processing to cause a guild event to occur performed by

the game control device 50 according to the embodiment; and
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[0034] Fig. 17 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of
the guild event management processing performed by the game

control device 50 according to the embodiment.

DESCRIPTION
[0035] Hereinafter, with reference to the drawings, an
embodiment of the present invention will be described.
[0036] Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware
configuration of a network system (game control system)
including a game control device according to the present
embodiment.
[0037] The network system illustrated in Fig. 1 mainly
includes a computer (server computer) 10 and a plurality of
communication terminals 20 used by, for example, each of a
plurality of users who play a social game. In Fig. 1, only
cone communication terminal 20 is illustrated for convenience.
[0038] The plurality of communication terminals 20 is
connected to the computer 10 so as to be capable of
communicating therewith via a network 30, for example, such as
the Internet.
[0039] It is possible to use, for example, a smartphone, a
feature phone, a tablet terminal, etc., as the communication
terminal 20 and it is assumed that the hardware configurations
specific to the devices, the adopted 0S, the installed
application programs, etc., range widely.
[0040] The computer 10 is connected to an external storage
device 40, such as a hard disk drive (HDD). The external
storage device 40 stores a program 41 executed by the computer
10. The computer 10 and the external storage device 40
configure a game contrcl device 50.
[0041] The game control device 50 according to the present
embodiment has a function for providing a card battle game

(social game) using, for example, card characters as game
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elements, such as various kinds of characters, to a user via
the communication terminal 20. In the card battle game in the
present embodiment, it is possible for a user to fight a
battle via the communication terminal 20 with an enemy
character, such as a non-player character (NPC), by combining
a plurality of card characters possessed by the user.
Further, in the card battle game in the present embodiment, a
mechanism in which the game is plaved with cooperation among a
plurality of users is provided, as will be described later.
[0042] It is assumed that the card battle game in the
present embodiment runs on the game control device (web
server) 50 and is implemented by the web application used by
the web browser of the communication terminal 20.
[0043] Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a
configuration of the main functions of the game control device
50 illustrated in Fig. 1. As illustrated in Fig. 2, the game
control device 50 includes a card management unit 51, a deck
construction unit 52, a parameter setting unit 53, and a game
control unit 54. In the present embodiment, it is assumed
that each of these units is implemented by the computer 10
illustrated in Fig. 1 executing the program 41 stored in the
external storage device 40. It is possible to distribute the
program 41 by storing in advance in a computer readable
recording medium. Further, the program 41 may be downloaded
to the computer 10 via the network 30.
[0044] Further, the game control device 50 includes a
storage unit 42. In the present embodiment, the storage unit
42 is accommodated, for example, in the external storage
device 40.
[0045] The card management unit 51 has a function for
giving various kinds of card characters and items used in the
above-mentioned card battle game to a user who plays the card

battle game in accordance with the progress of the card battle
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game . It is assumed that to the card characters given by the
card management unit 51 (i.e., card characters possessed by
the user), parameters are set in adwvance. Further, the card
management unit 51 has a function for managing the
(information on the) card characters, items, etc., possessed
by the user.
[0046] The deck construction unit 52 selects a plurality of
card characters (first characters) possessed by a user in
accordance with the user's operation to the communication
terminal 20. The deck construction unit 52 constructs a deck
of the user who plays the card battle game, by using the
selected plurality of card characters and robot characters
(second characters possessed by the user) different from the
card characters. In other words, the deck constructed by the
deck construction unit 52 includes a plurality of card
characters and robot characters.
[0047] The robot character is a game element given to a
user in advance when, for example, the user plays the card
battle game. It is assumed that, to the robot character,
parameters are set in advance similarly to the above-mentioned
card character.
[0048] The parameter setting unit 53 determines the
parameters of the robot character based on the parameters set
to the plurality of card characters and robot characters
included in the deck constructed by the deck construction unit
52. The parameters set by the parameter setting unit 53 are
set as the parameters for a robot battle of the robot
character.
[0049] The game control unit 54 has a function for
receiving operation information indicative of, for example,
various kinds of operations of a user to the communication
terminal 20 from the communication terminal 20 and to control

the entire progress of the card battle game based on the
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[0050] Further, at the time of a battle between the robot
character to which the above-mentioned robot battle parameters
are set and an enemy character (hereinafter, referred to as a
robot battle), the game control unit 54 controls the battle
between the robot character and the enemy character based on
the robot battle parameters and the parameters set to the
enemy character. In this case, the game control unit 54
generates an image for displaying the effect of the robot
battle and the outcome of the robot battle (hereinafter,
referred to as a robot battle image). The robot battle image
generated by the game control unit 54 is displayed on the
communication terminal 20 via the network 30.

[0051] Further, the game control unit 54 causes an event to
occur for a group referred to as a guild consisting of a
plurality of users to play with cooperation among the users in
the group f(hereinafter, referred to as a guild event). In the
case where the guild event occurs, it is possible for the
plurality of users constituting the guild to obtain various
kinds of rewards (e.g., card character, item, etc.) by
satisfying conditions determined in advance in the guild
event.

[0052] In the storage unit 42, various kinds of information
necessary to control (advance) the card battle game are
stored. Specifically, in the storage unit 42, parameter
information including the parameters set in advance to the
various kinds of card characters used in the above-mentioned
card battle game (hereinafter, referred to as card parameter
information) and parameter information including the
parameters set in advance to the rocbot characters
(hereinafter, referred to as robot parameter information) are
stored in advance. In the case where a new card character or

robot character, etc., is added as a new game element of the
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card battle game, the parameter information, etc., stored in
the storage unit 42 is updated.
[0053] Further, in the storage unit 42, guild information
indicative of the above-mentioned guild consisting of a
plurality of users (group information), information on guild
events, information on card characters, items, etc., possessed
by a user who plays the card battle game, and information on
the user are stored.
[0054] Fig. 3 i1illustrates an example of the data structure
of card parameter information stored in the storage unit 42
illustrated in Fig. 2.
[0055] As illustrated in Fig. 3, the card parameter
information includes HP (hit point), attack power, speed, and
(a parameter of) skill associated with a card ID. The card ID
is an identifier for identifying the card character. The HP
is a numerical value expressing resistance of the card
character identified by the card ID against damage by the
attack c¢f an enemy character. When the HP becomes 0, for
example, it is no longer possible to fight a battle and the
user is defeated in the battle. The attack power is a
numerical value expressing an ability related to the attack on
an enemy character and affects damage inflicted on the enemy
character. The speed is a numerical wvalue that affects the
order of attack, etc., for example, at the time of a battle
with an enemy character. The skill brings about a
predetermined effect in a battle with an enemy character and
includes, for example, attack skill, defense skill, pre-attack
skill, etc., as will be described later.
[0056] In the example illustrated in Fig. 3, the card
parameter information includes the HP "100", the attack power
"10", the speed "12", and the skill "skill 1" associated with
the card ID "1". According to this, it is indicated that the
HP of the card character identified by the card ID "1" is 100,
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the attack power is 10, the speed is 12, and the card
character has the skill 1.
[0057] Similarly, the card parameter information includes
the HP "120", the attack power "15", the speed "8", and the
skill "skill 2" associated with the card ID "2". According to
this, it is indicated that the HP of the card character
identified by the card ID "2" is 120, the attack power is 15,
the speed is 8, and the card character has the skill 2.
[0058] Explanation is given on the assumption that the card
parameter information includes parameters of the HP, the
attack power, the speed, and the skill; however, the card
parameter information may include other parameters.
[0059] Fig. 4 illustrates an example of the data structure
of robot parameter information stored in the storage unit 42
illustrated in Fig. 2.
[0060] As illustrated in Fig. 4, the robot parameter
information includes HP, attack power, speed, and (a parameter
of) attribute asscciated with a robot ID. The robot ID is an
identifier for identifying the robot character. The HP, the
attack power, and the speed are the same as those included in
the above-described card parameter information, and therefore,
detailed explanation thereof is omitted here. The attribute
indicates the attribute allocated to the robot character
identified by the robot ID and includes, for example, a long
distance type, an intermediate distance type, a short distance
type, etc.
[0061] In the example illustrated in Fig. 4, the robot
parameter information includes the HP "300", the attack power
"30", the speed "40", and the attribute "intermediate"
associated with the robot ID "1". According to this, it is
indicated that the HP of the robot character identified by the
robot ID "1" is 300, the attack power is 30, the speed is 40,

and the (attribute of the) robot character is the intermediate
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distance type.

[0062] Further, the robot parameter information includes
the HP "2390", the attack power "25", the speed "50", and the
attribute "long" associated with the robot ID "2". According
to this, it is indicated that the HP of the robot character
identified by the robot ID "2" is 290, the attack power is 25,
the speed is 50, and the (attribute of the) robot character is
the long distance type.

[0063] Furthermore, the robot parameter information
includes the HP "320", the attack power "35", the speed "30",
and the attribute "short" associated with the robot ID "3".
According to this, it is indicated that the HP of the robot
character identified by the robot ID "3" is 320, the attack
power 1s 35, the speed is 30, and the (attribute of the) robot
character is the short distance type.

[0064] In the card battle game in the present embodiment,
it is assumed that, for example, three kinds of robot
characters (robot characters identified by the robot IDs "17
to "3") are prepared in advance, as illustrated in Fig. 4, and
a robot character selected by a user is given to the user at
the time of initial registration, etc., to the card battle
game. Due to this, it is possible for the user to fight the
above-mentioned robot battle in the card battle game in the
present embodiment. It is possible to cause each of the three
kinds of robot characters illustrated in Fig. 4 to have such
characteristics that, for example, the attribute of the robot
character is superior to one of the other two attributes;
however, inferior to the other attribute.

[0065] In Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, among the pieces of
information stored in the storage unit 42, the card parameter
information and the robot parameter information are explained,
and details of the other pieces of information will be

described later.
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[0066] Hereinafter, with reference to the flowchart in Fig.
5, an outline of the flow (main cycle) of the card battle game
in the present embodiment is explained. The object of the
card battle game in the present embodiment is, for example, to
obtain a card (character and item) of high rarity value by
searching for a search object (e.g., a planet, etc.) referred
to as a chapter by a user (player). It is assumed that a
quest is set in advance in the chapter.
[0067] When the card battle game in the present embodiment
is started, on the communication terminal 20, a list of
chapters that a user can search for is displayed.
[0068] It is possible for a user to select a chapter by
operating the communication terminal 20 used by the user (step
S1).
[0069] In the case where a chapter is selected by the user,
a search image of the selected chapter is displayed on the
communication terminal 20 and the quest set in the chapter is
started (step S2).
[0070] When the quest is started, it is possible for the
user to complete the guest by operating the communication
terminal 20 (e.g., tap operation, etc.) (step S3). It is
assumed that the conditions to complete the guest are set in
advance.
[0071] In the case where a plurality of guests is set in
the chapter selected by the user, the above-mentioned steps S2
and S3 are repeated for each of the guests.
[0072] In the case where all the gquests set in the chapter
selected by the user are completed, a robot battle with an
enemy character (NPC) set in the chapter occurs (step S4). In
the following explanation, the enemy character (NPC) that
fights the robot battle is referred to as an enemy robot
character for convenience and other enemy characters are

referred to simply as enemy characters.
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[0073] If the user wins the robot battle, it is possible
for the user to complete the chapter selected by the user
(step S5H). In this case, a new chapter that the user can
search for occurs (i.e., a new chapter is released).
[0074] In the case where instructions to end the card
battle game are not given by the user (NO at step S$S6), it is
possible for the user to search for (select) a new chapter by
returning to the above-mentioned step S1.
[0075] On the other hand, in the case where instructions to
end the card battle game are given by the user (YES at step
56), the card battle game is ended.
[0076] According to the card battle game in the present
embodiment, the game advances by completing each of the above-
mentioned chapters, and it is possible to obtain a card, etc.,
of higher rarity value.
[0077] Next, with reference to the flowchart in Fig. 6, the
processing procedure of the game control device 50 in the case
where a quest i1s started in the card battle game in the
present embodiment is explained.
[0078] As described above, when a gquest is started, the
game control unit 54 included in the game control device 50
causes an event in accordance with the quest to occur (step
S11). Events that occur in a gquest include, for example, a
search event in which, by searching for a chapter, it is
possible to obtain an experience value for increasing the
level of (the character, etc., possessed by) the user, in-game
currency and various kinds of cards (characters and items)
that can be used in the card battle game, etc., and a battle
event in which a battle with an enemy character in the guest
is fought, etc. It is assumed that in the case of the victory
over an enemy character in the battle event also, the
experience value, the in-game currency, and the various kinds

of cards can be obtained.
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[0079] Depending on an event that occurs, a simple user's
cperation (e.g., tap operation, etc.) to the communication
terminal 20 is regquested. When the requested operation is

performed by the user, the game control unit 54 advances the
(gquest of the) card battle game.

[0080] As described above, when an event occurs and the
quest advances, a battle with the enemy character (guest boss)
set in the guest occurs (step S12). The gquest boss is a
character having a higher ability (e.g., parameters of HP,
attack power, etc.) than the enemy characters in the above-
mentioned battle event.

[0081] It is assumed that the battle with an enemy
character and the battle with the quest boss in the battle
event described above are plaved by using, for example, one of
the plurality of card characters (hereinafter, referred to as
a leader card character) possessed by the user, different from
the above-described robot battle. Specifically, the game
control unit 54 controls the battle between the leader card
character and an enemy character or between the leader card
character and the quest boss, based on the parameters set to
the leader card character and the parameters set to the enemy
character or to the quest boss included in the parameter
information stored in the storage unit 42.

[0082] The game control unit 54 displays the outcome of the
battle with the quest boss (i.e., victory/defeat) on the
communication terminal 20 (step S13).

[0083] If the user wins the victory against the quest boss,
the quest is completed and a new quest occurs. When a
plurality of quests is completed in this manner, a robot
battle occurs as described above.

[0084] In the card battle game in the present embodiment,
by combining one of a plurality of card characters

(hereinafter, referred to as a base card character) possessed

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 36



74773/R400

_ 16 —
by the user with a card character (hereinafter, referred to as
a combination card character) other than the base card
character, it is possible to evolve (make more powerful) the
base card character by combination.
[0085] With reference to the flowchart in Fig. 7, the
processing procedure of the game control device 50 at the time
of evolving the card character by combination in the card
battle game in the present embodiment is explained.
[0086] In this case, the game control unit 54 included in
the game control device 50 displays a list of a plurality of
card characters possessed by the user on the communication
terminal 20. Due to this, it is possible for the user to
select a base card from the list of the plurality of card
characters possessed by the user by operating the
communication terminal 20. The game control unit 54
determines a base card character in accordance with the
operation of the user (step S21).
[0087] Further, it is possible for the user to select a
combination card from the list of the plurality of card
characters possessed by the user by operating the
communication terminal 20. The game control unit 54
determines a combination card character in accordance with the
operation of the user (step S22).
[0088] The game control unit 54 increases a point related
to the evolution of the base card character (hereinafter,
referred to as the evolution point) in accordance with, for
example, the parameters, etc., set to the combination card
character (step 3523). It is assumed that the evolution point
of the base card character is stored and managed in, for
example, the storage unit 42. At this time, an increase in
the evolution point is notified to the user by a gauge, etc.,
displayed on the communication terminal 20.

[0089] The game control unit 54 determines whether or not
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the evolution point of the base card character has reached a
value specified in advance (hereinafter, referred to as the
specified value) for the base card character (i.e., the
evolution point is MAX) (step S24).
[0090] In the case where it is determined that the
evolution point of the base card character has reached the
specified value (YES at step S24), the game control unit 54
evolves the base card character (step S25). The parameters of
the base card character having evolved in this manner are set
higher compared to the parameters of the base card character
before the evolution.
[0091] That is, in the card battle game in the present
embodiment, by evolving the various kinds of cards by
combination in such a manner, it is possible to advantageously
advance the game in a robot battle with an enemy robot
character, in a battle with an enemy character, etc.
[0092] On the other hand, in the case where it is
determined that the evolution point of the base card character
has not reached the specified value yet (NO at step 524), the
processing at step S25 is not performed. In this case, the
increased evolution point of the base card character is stored
and managed in the storage unit 42, etc., and used in the next
evolution of the base card character by combination.
[0093] At step S23 described above, in the case where, for
example, the combination card character is the same as the
base card character, the amount of an increase in the
evolution point is set larger. Due to this, for example, it
is possible to encourage the user to consume the same card
character in order to evolve the card character of high rarity
value, and therefore, it is made more likely that a card
character of high rarity value is given to the user (i.e., it
is possible to increase the probability of discharging a card

of high rarity wvalue). Further, by setting a card character
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(base card character) whose evolution point mentioned above is
hard to reach the specified value and by designing the game so
that the card character can be obtained only when the battle
with a specific enemy character (e.g., a raid boss, etc.,
described later) is won, it is possible to encourage the user
to fight a battle with the specific enemy character a number
of times and thus to extend the width of the play of the card
battle game.
[0094] Next, with reference to the flowchart in Fig. 8, the
processing procedure of the game control device 50 when a
robot battle occurs in the card battle game in the present
embodiment is explained.
[0095] In the case where the above-described robot battle
occurs, on the communication terminal 20, a screen on which to
construct a deck (hereinafter, referred to as a deck
construction screen) is displayed. The deck is constructed by
a plurality of card characters (e.g., five card characters)
and a rocbot character. Consequently, a user performs an
operation to specify five card characters from among the card
characters possessed by the user on the deck construction
screen displayed on the communication terminal 20. Operation
information indicative of the operation performed by the user
is transmitted from the communication terminal 20 to the game
control device 50.
[0096] The deck construction unit 52 included in the game
control device 50 selects five card characters in accordance
with the operation of the user (the operation information
transmitted from the communication terminal 20).
[0097] The deck construction unit 52 constructs a deck of
the user using the five selected card characters and the robot
character possessed by the user (step S32). Hereinafter, the
robot character included in the deck constructed by the deck

construction unit 52 is referred to as a deck robot character
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for convenience.

[0098] Next, the parameter setting unit 53 performs
processing to set battle parameters on the constructed deck
(deck robot character) (step S33). In the processing to set
battle parameters, parameters for the robot battle
(hereinafter, referred to as battle parameters) are set to the
deck robot character. The battle parameters include the HP,
the attack power, the speed, the skill, the attribute, etc.,
of the deck robot character. Details of the processing to set
battle parameters will be described later.

[0099] The game control unit 54 determines whether or not
instructions to start the robot battle are given by the user
in accordance with the operation of the user to the
communication terminal 20 (step S$34). It is possible for the
user to give instructions to start a robot battle by
prerforming a tap coperation on a robot battle start button,
etc., displayved on the screen of the communication terminal
20.

[0100] In the case where it is determined that the
instructions to start a robot battle are not given (NO at step
534), the procedure returns to the above-mentioned step S31
and the processing is repeated.

[0101] On the other hand, in the case where it is
determined that the instructions to start a robot battle are
given (YES at step S534), the game control unit 54 performs
processing to generate the above-described robot battle image
(step S35). In this processing to generate a robot battle
image, the robot battle is controlled based on the battle
parameters set to the deck robot character at step S33 and the
parameters set in advance to the enemy robot character in the
robot battle, and a robot battle image in accordance with the
control is generated. The parameters set in advance to the

enemy robot character include the HP, the attack power, the
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speed, the skill, the attribute, etc., of the enemy robot
character as in the battle parameters set to the deck robot
character.
[0102] The game control unit 54 displays the generated
robot battle image on the communication terminal 20 (step
S36) .
[0103] In the case where the robot battle image is
displayed in the card battle game, on the communication
terminal 20, images representing the attack and defense
between the deck robot character and the enemy robot character
are automatically displayed sequentially, and an image
representing the outcome (i.e., victory/defeat) of the robot
battle is displayed finally. It is also possible to reduce
the display time c¢f the robot battle image and display only
the image to represent the outcome of the robot battle, in
accordance with the instructions of the user.
[0104] Next, with reference to the flowchart in Fig. 9, the
procedure of the above-described processing to set battle
parameters (processing at step S33 illustrated in Fig. 8) is
explained. The processing to set battle parameters is
performed by the parameter setting unit 53 as described above.
[0105] In the processing to set battle parameters, the
parameter setting unit 53 acquires parameter information
(robot parameter information) including the parameters set in
advance to the deck robot character (robot character included
in the deck constructed by the deck construction unit 52)
(step S41). The (parameters included in the) robot parameter
information includes the HP, the attack power, the speed, and
the attribute as described above.
[0106] Next, the parameter setting unit 53 acquires
parameter information (card parameter information) including
the parameters set in advance to each of a plurality of card

characters (i.e., a plurality of card characters selected when
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the deck is constructed) included in the deck constructed by
the deck construction unit 52 as described above (step S42).
The (parameters included in the) card parameter information
includes the HP, the attack power, the speed, and the skill as
described above.
[0107] Although detailed explanation is omitted, in the
storage unit 42, for example, information is stored (managed),
which includes the robot ID for identifying the robot
character, the card ID for identifying the card character,
etc., possessed by the user in association with the user ID
for identifying the user, and it is possible to acquire the
robot parameter information and the card parameter information
based on the robot ID and the card ID included in the
information at steps S41 and S42.
[0108] The parameter setting unit 53 calculates the
(parameter of the) HP included in the battle parameters set to
the deck robot character, based on the HP included in the
robot parameter information acquired at step S41 and the HP
included in each piece of the card parameter information
acquired at step S42 (step S43).
[0109] In this case, the parameter setting unit 53
calculates the total value of the HP included in the robot
parameter information and the HP included in each piece of the
card parameter information as the HP included in the battle
parameters by adding the (parameter value of the) HP included
in the robot parameter information and the (parameter value of
the) HP included in each piece of the card parameter
information.
[0110] Explanation is given on the assumption that the
total value cof the HP included in the robot parameter
information and the HP included in each piece of the card
parameter information is calculated as the HP included in the

battle parameters; however, for example, attribute correction
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may be made for the HP included in each piece of the card
parameter information. Specifically, although omitted in Fig.
3 described above, the card parameter information may include
the attribute of the card character identified by the card ID
included in the card parameter information, and in accordance
with whether or not the attribute of the card character agrees
with the attribute included in the robot parameter information
(attribute of the deck robot character), the HP included in
the card parameter information may be multiplied by an
attribute correction value. In this case, the HP included in
the battle parameters is calculated by "the sum total of the
HP included in the robot parameter information + (the HP
included in the card parameter information * the attribute
correction value)". It is assumed that the attribute
correction value in the case where the attribute of the card
character agrees with the attribute of the deck robot
character is a value greater than 1, which is the
predetermined value, and the attribute correction value in the
case where the attribute of the card character does not agree
with the attribute of the deck robot character is 1. Due to
this, it is possible for a user to increase the (value of the)
HP included in the battle parameters by selecting a card
character whose attribute is the same as the attribute of the
robot character (deck robot character) possessed by the user
when the deck is constructed.
[0111] Next, the parameter setting unit 53 calculates the
(parameter of the) attack power included in the battle
parameters set to the deck robot character, based on the
attack power included in the robot parameter information
acquired at step S41 and the attack power included in each
piece of the card parameter information acquired at step S42
(step S44)
[0112] In this case, the parameter setting unit 53
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calculates the total wvalue of the attack power included in the
robot parameter information and the attack power included in
each piece of the card parameter information as the attack
power included in battle parameters by adding the (parameter
value of the) attack power included in the robot parameter
information and the (parameter value of the) attack power
included in each piece of the card parameter information.
[0113] Explanation is given on the assumption that the
total value of the attack power included in the robot
parameter information and the attack power included in each
piece of the card parameter information is calculated as the
attack power included in the battle parameters; however, as in
the case of the HP described above, for example, attribute
correction may be made for the attack power included in each
piece of the card parameter information. Specifically, the
card parameter information may include the attribute of the
card character identified by the card ID included in the card
parameter information and in accordance with whether or not
the attribute of the card character agrees with the attribute
included in the robot parameter information (attribute of the
deck robot character), the attack power included in the card
parameter information may be multiplied by an attribute
correction value. In this case, the attack power of the
battle parameters is calculated by "the sum total of the
attack power included in the robot parameter information +
(the attack power included in the card parameter information *
the attribute correction wvalue) ™. It is assumed that the
attribute correction value in the case where the attribute of
the card character agrees with the attribute of the deck robot
character is a value greater than 1, which is the
predetermined value, and the attribute correction value in the
case where the attribute of the card character does not agree

with the attribute of the deck robot character is 1. Due to

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 44



74773/R400

_24_
this, it is possible for a user to increase the attack power
included in the battle parameters by selecting a card
character whose attribute is the same as the attribute of the
robot character (deck robot character) possessed by the user
when the deck is constructed.
[0114] Further, the parameter setting unit 53 calculates
the (parameter of the) speed included in the battle parameters
set to the deck robot character, based on the speed included
in the robot parameter information acquired at step S41 and
the speed included in each piece of the card parameter
information acquired at step S42 (step S45).
[0115] In this case, the parameter setting unit 53
calculates the total value of the speed included in the robot
parameter information and the speed included in each piece of
the card parameter information as the speed included in the
battle parameters by adding the (parameter value of the) speed
included in the robot parameter information and the (parameter
value of the) speed included in each piece of the card
parameter information.
[0116] Explanation is given on the assumption that the
total value of the speed included in the robot parameter
information and the speed included in each piece of the card
parameter information is calculated as the speed included in
the battle parameters; however, as in the case of the HP and
the attack power described above, for example, attribute
correction may be made for the speed included in each piece of
the card parameter information. Specifically, the card
parameter information may include the attribute of the card
character identified by the card ID included in the card
parameter information and in accordance with whether or not
the attribute of the card character agrees with the attribute
included in the robot parameter information (attribute of the

deck robot character), the speed included in the card
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parameter information may be multiplied by an attribute
correction value. In this case, the speed included in the
battle parameters is calculated by "the sum total of the speed
included in the robot parameter information + (the speed
included in the card parameter information * the attribute
correction value)”". It is assumed that the attribute
correction value in the case where the attribute of the card
character agrees with the attribute of the deck robot
character is a value greater than 1, which is the
predetermined value, and the attribute correction value in the
case where the attribute of the card character does not agree
with the attribute of the deck robot character is 1. Due to
this, it is possible for a user to increase the (value of the)
speed included in the battle parameters by selecting a card
character whose attribute is the same as the attribute of the
robot character (deck robot character) possessed by the user
when the deck is constructed.
[0117] Next, the parameter setting unit 53 specifies the
skill included in the battle parameters set to the deck robot
character based on each piece of the card parameter
information acquired at step S42 (step S546). In this case,
the parameter setting unit 53 specifies all of the skills
included in each piece of the card parameter information as
the skills included in the battle parameters.
[0118] The parameter setting unit 53 sets the battle
parameters including the HP calculated at step S43 described
above, the attack power calculated at step S44, the speed
calculated at step 545, and the skill specified at step S46 to
the deck robot character (step S47).
[0119] In the case where attribute correction is made for
the HP, the attack power, and the speed included in each piece
of the card parameter information as described above and for

example, in a special case where the attributes of all of the
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card characters agree with the attribute of the deck robot
character, i1t is also possible to further increase the battle
parameters (HP, attack power, and speed) set to the deck robot
character and it is also possible to give a special skill
(e.g., skill related to combo (combined attack or serial
attack)) in accordance with a combination of the deck robot
character and the card characters.
[0120] In the robot battle in the present embodiment, the
processing to generate a robot battle image described above is
performed based on the battle parameters set to the deck robot
character in this manner and the parameters set to the enemy
robot character.
[0121] Next, with reference to the flowchart in Fig. 10 and
Fig. 11, the procedure of the processing to generate a robot
battle image (processing at step S35 illustrated in Fig. 8) is
explained. The processing to generate a robot battle image is
processing to control the robot battle between the deck robot
character and the enemy robot character and to generate an
image for displaying the effect and the outcome of the robot
battle. The processing to generate a robot battle image is
performed by the game control unit 54 as described above.
[0122] In the processing to generate a robot battle image,
the game control unit 54 determines the attacking-first side
and the attacking-second side in the robot battle. In this
case, the game control unit 54 compares the speed included in
the battle parameters set to the deck rocbot character
(hereinafter, described simply as the deck robot character
battle parameters) and the speed included in the parameters
set to the enemy robot character (hereinafter, described
simply as the enemy robot character parameters), and
determines the side having the higher (parameter value of the)
speed as the attacking-first side and the side having the

lower speed as the attacking-second side. Explanation is
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given on the assumption that the deck robot character is
determined as the attacking-first side and the enemy robot
character as the attacking-second side.
[0123] The skills included in the deck robot character
battle parameters and the enemy robot character parameters
include attack skill, defense skill, and pre-battle skill.
[0124] The attack skill is activated at the time of attack
by the robot character (deck robot character or enemy robot
character) having the attack skill, and brings about an effect
cof, for example, increasing the (parameter value of the)
attack power of its own during a predetermined period of time
after the attack skill is activated. The defense skill is
activated at the time of defense (i.e., when attacked by the
opponent) by the robot character (deck robot character or
enemy robot character) having the defense skill, and brings
about an effect of, for example, reducing the (parameter value
of the) attack power of the opponent in the robot battle
during a predetermined period of time after the defense skill
is activated. The pre-battle skill brings about an effect of
increasing the attack power of its own or reducing the attack
power of the opponent like the attack skill and the defense
skill; however, different from the attack skill and the
defense skill, the pre-battle skill is activated before the
attack and defense (battle) is started in the robot battle and
the effect lasts during the period of time of the robot
battle. It is assumed that the activation timing and the
activation probability are set to each of these skills.
[0125] In this case, based on the activation probability
set to the pre-battle skill included in the deck robot
character battle parameters (hereinafter, referred to as the
attacking-first side pre-battle skill), the game control unit
54 determines whether or not to activate the attacking-first

side pre-battle skill (step S51). In the case where a
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plurality of attacking-first side pre-battle skills exists,
whether or not to activate the attacking-first side pre-battle
skill is determined for each of the attacking-first side pre-
battle skills.
[0126] In the case where it is determined that the
attacking-first side pre-battle skill is activated (YES at
step 551), the game control unit 54 generates an image
representing the activation of the attacking-first side pre-
battle skill (attacking-first side pre-battle skill activation
image) (step S52). Further, the game control unit 54 reflects
the effect produced by the attacking-first side pre-battle
skill determined to be activated in the deck robot character
battle parameters or in the enemy robot character parameters.
[0127] On the other hand, in the case where it is
determined that the attacking-first side pre-battle skill is
not activated (NO at step S51), the processing at step S52 is
not performed.
[0128] Next, based on the activation probability set to the
pre-battle skill included in the enemy robot character
parameters (hereinafter, referred to as the attacking-second
side pre-battle skill), the game control unit 54 determines
whether or not to activate the attacking-second side pre-
battle skill (step S52). In the case where a plurality of
attacking-second side pre-battle skills exists, whether or not
to activate the attacking-second side pre-battle skill is
determined for each of the attacking-second side pre-battle
skills.
[0129] In the case where it is determined that the
attacking-second side pre-battle skill is activated (YES at
step S53), the game control unit 54 generates an image
representing the activation of the attacking-second side pre-
battle skill (attacking-second side pre-battle skill

activation image) (step S54). Further, the game control unit
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54 reflects the effect produced by the attacking-second side
pre-battle skill determined to be activated in the deck robot
character battle parameters or in the enemy robot character
parameters.
[0130] On the other hand, in the case where it is
determined that the attacking-second side pre-battle skill is
not activated (NO at step S$53), the processing at step S54 is
not performed.
[0131] Next, based on the activation probability set to the
attack skill included in the deck robot character battle
parameters (hereinafter, referred to as the attacking-first
side attack skill), the game control unit 54 determines
whether or not to activate the attacking-first side attack
ckill (step S55). In the case where a plurality of attacking-
first side attack skills exists, whether or not to activate
the attacking-first side attack skill is determined for each
of the attacking-first side attack skills.
[0132] In the case where it is determined that the
attacking-first side attack skill is activated (YES at step
555), the game control unit 54 generates an image representing
the activation of the attacking-first side attack skill
(attacking-first side attack skill activation image) (step
S56) . Further, the game control unit 54 reflects the effect
produced by the attacking-first side attack skill determined
to be activated in the (attack power included in the) deck
robot character battle parameters.
[0133] On the other hand, in the case where it is
determined that the attacking-first side attack skill is not
activated (NO at step S55), the processing at step S56 is not
rerformed.
[0134] The game control unit 54 generates an image
representing the effect of the attack by the deck robot
character (attacking-first side attack image) (step S57).
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[0135] Next, based on the activation probability set to the
defense skill included in the enemy robot character parameters
(hereinafter, referred to as the attacking-second side defense
skill), the game control unit 54 determines whether or not to
activate the attacking-second side defense skill (step S58).
In the case where a plurality of attacking-second side defense
skills exists, whether or not to activate the attacking-second
side defense skill is determined for each of the attacking-
second side defense skills.
[0136] In the case where it is determined that the
attacking-second side defense skill is activated (YES at step
558), the game control unit 54 generates an image representing
the activation of the attacking-second side defense skill
(attacking-second side defense skill activation image) (step
S59) . Further, the game control unit 54 reflects the effect
produced by the attacking-second side defense skill determined
to be activated in the (attack power included in the) deck
robot character battle parameters.
[0137] On the other hand, in the case where it is
determined that the attacking-second side defense skill is not
activated (NO at step S58), the processing at step S59 is not
rerformed.
[0138] The game control unit 54 generates an image
representing the effect of damage inflicted on the enemy robot
character (attacking-second side damage image) (step S60). In
the processing at step 560, an image representing that the
attack by the deck robot character has been avoided may be
generated, based on the probability in accordance with the
speed included in the enemy robot character parameters.
[0139] The game control unit 54 calculates damage (value)
inflicted on the enemy robot character based on the attack
power included in the deck robot character battle parameters.

In this case, the damage inflicted on the enemy rocbot

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 51



74773/R400

_31_
character may be changed appropriately in accordance with, for
example, the attribute included in the deck robot character
battle parameters, the attribute included in the enemy robot
character parameters, etc.
[0140] The damage calculated by the game control unit 54 is
subtracted from the (parameter value of the) HP included in
the enemy robot character parameters. In the case where the
image representing that the attack by the deck robot character
has been avoided is generated at step S60 as described above,
the damage inflicted on the enemy robot character is assumed
to be 0.
[0141] Next, the game control unit 54 determines whether or
not the HP from which the damage has been subtracted
(hereinafter, described simply as enemy robot character's
remaining HP) is 0 or less (step S61).
[0142] In the case where the enemy robot character's
remaining HP is not 0 or less (NO at step S61), the enemy
robot character's remaining HP is held within the game control
unit 54.
[0143] Next, based on the activation probability set to the
attack skill included in the enemy robot character parameters
(hereinafter, referred to as the attacking-second side attack
skill), the game control unit 54 determines whether or not to
activate the attacking-second side attack skill (step S62).
In the case where a plurality of attacking-second side attack
skills exists, whether or not to activate the attacking-second
side attack skill is determined for each of the attacking-
second side attack skills.
[0144] In the case where it is determined that the
attacking-second side attack skill is activated (YES at step
562), the game control unit 54 generates an image representing
the activation of the attacking-second side attack skill

(attacking-second side attack skill activation image) (step

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 52



74773/R400

_32_
S63) . Further, the game control unit 54 reflects the effect
produced by the attacking-second side attack skill determined
to be activated in the (attack power included in the) enemy
robot character parameters.
[0145] On the other hand, in the case where it is
determined that the attacking-second side attack skill is not
activated (NO at step S62), the processing at step S63 is not
performed.
[0146] The game control unit 54 generates an image
representing the effect of the attack by the enemy robot
character (attacking-second side attack image) (step S64).
[0147] Next, based on the activation probability set to the
defense skill included in the deck robot character battle
parameters (hereinafter, referred to as the attacking-first
side defense skill), the game control unit 54 determines
whether or not to activate the attacking-first side defense
skill (step S5S65). 1In the case where a plurality of attacking-
first side defense skills exists, whether or not to activate
the attacking-first side defense skill is determined for each
of the attacking-first side defense skills.
[0148] In the case where it is determined that the
attacking-first side defense skill is activated (YES at step
565), the game control unit 54 generates an image representing
the activation of the attacking-first side defense skill
(attacking-first side defense skill activation image) (step
S66) . Further, the game control unit 54 reflects the effect
produced by the attacking-first side defense skill determined
to be activated in the (attack power included in the) enemy
robot character parameters.
[0149] On the other hand, in the case where it is
determined that the attacking-first side defense skill is not
activated (NO at step S65), the processing at step S66 is not

performed.
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[0150] The game control unit 54 generates an image
representing the effect of damage inflicted on the deck robot
character (attacking-first side damage image) (step S5S67). In
the processing at step $S67, an image representing that the
attack by the enemy robot character has been avoided may be
generated, based on the probability in accordance with the
speed included in the deck robot character parameters.
[0151] The game control unit 54 calculates damage (value)
inflicted on the deck robot character based on the attack
power included in the enemy robot character parameters. In
this case, as described above, the damage inflicted on the
deck robot character may be changed appropriately in
accordance with, for example, the attribute included in the
deck robot character battle parameters, the attribute included
in the enemy robot character parameters, etc.
[0152] The damage calculated by the game control unit 54 is
subtracted from the (parameter value of the) HP included in
the deck robot character battle parameters. In the case where
the image representing that the attack by the enemy robot
character has been avoided is generated at step S5S67 as
described above, the damage inflicted on the deck robot
character is assumed to be 0.
[0153] Next, the game control unit 54 determines whether or
not the HP from which the damage has been subtracted
(hereinafter, described simply as deck robot character's
remaining HP) is 0 or less (step 568).
[0154] In the case where it is determined that the deck
robot character's remaining HP is not 0 or less (NO at step
568), the deck robot character's remaining HP is held within
the game control unit 54, and the procedure is returned to the
step 555 described above and the processing is repeated. In
the subsequent processing, the damage calculated by the game

control unit 54 is subtracted from the deck robot character's
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remaining HP or from the enemy robot character's remaining HP
held within the game control unit 54 as described above. 1In
other words, in the robot battle, the processing at step S$S55
and subsequent steps described above is repeated until either
the deck robot character's remaining HP or the enemy robot
character's remaining HP becomes 0 or less.
[0155] On the other hand, in the case where it is
determined that the enemy robot character's remaining HP is 0
or less at step S61 described above, or in the case where it
is determined that the deck robot character's remaining HP is
0 or less at step 568, the game control unit 54 generates an
image representing the outcome (victory/defeat) of the robot
battle (victory/defeat image) (step S69). In the case where
it is determined that the enemy robot character's remaining HP
is 0 or less, an image representing that the deck robot
character has won is generated, and in the case where it is
determined that deck robot character's remaining HP is 0 or
less, an image representing that the deck robot character has
been defeated is generated.
[0156] Next, the game control unit 54 generates a robot
battle image for representing the effect and the outcome of
the robot battle by combining each image generated in the
processing described above (attacking-first side pre-battle
skill activation image, attacking-second side pre-battle skill
activation image, attacking-first side attack skill activation
image, attacking-first side attack image, attacking-second
side defense skill activation image, attacking-second gide
damage image, attacking-second side attack skill activation
image, attacking-second side attack image, attacking-first
side defense skill activation image, attacking-first side
damage image, and victory/defeat image) so that the images
changes in chronological order (step S70).

[0157] By displaying the robot battle image generated as
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described above on the communication terminal 20, it 1is
possible for a user to view each effect of the robot battle
and to check the outcome of the robot battle.
[0158] As described above, in the (main cycle of the) card
battle game in the present embodiment, a user obtains various
kinds of cards (character and item) by completing the chapter
(gquest), etc., and advances the story by completing a chapter
with a higher level of difficulty using the obtained card(s).
[0159] On the other hand, in the card battle game in the
present embodiment, besides the main cycle explained in Fig. 5
described previously, there is provided a sub cycle including
a mechanism (guild event) for a group (guild) including a
plurality of users described above to play in cooperation with
one another. It is assumed that the guild event occurs (takes
place) periodically.
[0160] Hereinafter, the guild event is explained. The
purpcose of the guild event is to collect a plurality of game
pieces constituting one item that appears in the card battle
game by a plurality of users (guild members) constituting the
guild in cooperation with one another. In the case where the
guild satisfies predetermined conditions in the guild event,
it is possible for the plurality of users constituting the
guild to obtain various kinds of rewards. The rewards that
can be obtained in the guild event include, for example,
various kinds of card characters, items, etc.
[0161] The storage unit 42 included in the game control
device 50 stores, as information on the guild event, guild
information (group information), information on the guild
event (hereinafter, referred to as game piece information),
information on the card characters, items, etc., possessed by
users who play the card battle game, and information on the
users. The information on the card characters, items, etc.,

possessed by users who play the card battle game includes
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information on the game pieces obtained by the users in the
guild event (hereinafter, referred to as obtained game piece
information), etc., as well as information on the card
characters, items, etc., possessed by the users. The
information on the users includes level information, etc., for
managing the levels of the users in the card battle game.
[0162] Fig. 12 illustrates an example of the data structure
of guild information stored in the storage unit 42. The guild
information is information indicative of the guilds
constituted in the card battle game (groups each consisting of
a plurality of users who play the game).
[0163] As illustrated in Fig. 12, the guild information
includes user IDs and guild IDs associated with each other.
The user ID is an identifier for identifying a user who plays
the card battle game. The guild ID is an identifier for
identifyving the guild (group) to which the user identified by
the associated user ID belongs.
[0164] In the example illustrated in Fig. 12, the guild
information includes a user ID "user 1" and a guild ID "guild
1" associated with each other. Further, the guild information
includes a user ID "user 2" and a guild ID "guild 1”7
associated with each other. According to this, it is
indicated that the users identified by the user IDs "user 1"
and "user 2" belong to the guild identified by the guild ID
"guild 1".
[0165] Only the users identified by the user IDs "user 1"
and "user 2" are explained for convenience; however, in the
storage unit 42, the guild information on other users who play
the card battle game is also stored similarly.
[0166] In the card battle game in the present embodiment,
it is assumed that all of the users who play the card battle
game belong to (join) any one of the guilds. Specifically, it

is assumed that a user is encouraged to join an already-
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existing guild after the tutorial (explanation of how to play,
etc.) given when the user plays the card battle game for the
first time, and thereby it is possible for the user to join a
guild specified by the user. It is also possible for a user
to create a new guild by him/herself and to recruit other
users. Further, as the condition to join a guild, it is also

possible to require approval of the creator (leader) of the

guild.
[0167] Fig. 13 illustrates an example of the data structure
of game piece information stored in the storage unit 42. The

game piece information is information indicative of game
pieces collected in the guild event. It is assumed that in
the guild event in the present embodiment, for example, it is
possible to obtain a reward by a guild collecting a plurality
of pieces (game pieces) constituting one jewel in cooperation
with one another. It is also assumed that a plurality of
types of jewels that can be collected is prepared in the guild
event.

[0168] In this case, as illustrated in Fig. 13, the game
piece information includes jewel types, piece IDs, and
appearance probabilities associated with one another. The
piece ID is an identifier for identifying each of a plurality
of pieces constituting each jewel. The appearance probability
indicates a probability with which the piece identified by the
associated piece ID appears in the card battle game.

[0169] In the example illustrated in Fig. 13, the game
piece information includes a Jjewel type "jewel A", piece IDs
"Al to A6"™, and an appearance probability "probability 1"
associated with one another. According to this, it is
indicated that the jewel A consists of six pieces identified
by the piece IDs "Al to A6" (hereinafter, referred to as the
pieces Al to A6) and the pieces Al to A6 appear with the
"probability 1" in the card battle game. The jewel A targets,

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 58



74773/R400

_38_
for example, low-level users, and all of the pieces Al to A6
are provided with a probability in common with which the
pieces Al to A6 are more likely to appear for low-level users
(while they are playing). The low-level users are users whose
levels are low in the card battle game. The range of the low-
level users may be changed appropriately, and is assumed to
be, for example, users having levels about 1 to 20. It may
also be possible to cause the pieces Al to A6 also to appear
for users other than low-level users with a low probability or
to prevent the pieces Al to A6 from appearing for users other
than low-level users.
[0170] Further, the game piece information includes a Jjewel
type "jewel B", piece IDs "Bl to B6", and an appearance
probability "probability 2" associated with one another.
According to this, it is indicated that the jewel B consists
of six pieces identified by the piece IDs "Bl to Bo6"
(hereinafter, referred to as the pieces Bl to B6) and the
pieces Bl to B6 appear with the "probability 2" in the card
battle game. The jewel B targets, for example, intermediate-
level users, and all of the pieces Bl to B6 are provided with
a probability in common with which the pieces Bl to B6 are
more likely to appear for intermediate-level users (while they
are playing). The intermediate-level users are users whose
levels are higher than those of the low-level users described
above and lower than those of high-level users described
later. The range of the intermediate-level users may be
changed appropriately, and is assumed to be, for example,
users having levels about 21 to 50. It may also be possible
to cause the pieces Bl to B6 also to appear for users other
than intermediate-level users with a low probability or to
prevent the pieces Bl to B6 from appearing for users other
than intermediate-level users.

[0171] Further, the game piece information includes a jewel
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type "jewel C", piece IDs "Cl to C6", and an appearance
probability "probability 3" associated with one another.
According to this, it is indicated that the jewel C consists
of six pieces identified by the piece IDs "Cl to Co"
(hereinafter, referred to as the pieces Cl to C6) and the
pieces Cl to C6 appear with the "probability 3" in the card
battle game. The jewel C targets, for example, high-level
users, and all of the pieces Cl to C6 are provided with a
probability in common with which the pieces Cl1 to C6 are more
likely to appear for high-level users (while they are
playing) . The high-level users are users whose levels are
high in the card battle game. The range of the high-level
users may be changed appropriately, and is assumed to be, for
example, users having levels about 51 or more. It may also be
possible to cause the pieces Cl1 to C6 also to appear for users
other than high-level users with a low probability or to
prevent the pieces Cl to C6 from appearing for users other
than high-level users.
[0172] Furthermore, the game piece information includes a
jewel type "jewel D", piece IDs "Dl to D6Y, and appearance
probakbilities "D1, D2: probability 1", D3, D4: probability 2,
D5, D6: probability 3" associated with one another. According
to this, it is indicated that the jewel D consists of six
pieces identified by the piece IDs "D1 to D6" (hereinafter,
referred to as the pieces D1 to D6) and the pieces D1 and D2
appear with the "probability 1", the pieces D3 and D4 appear
with the "probability 2", and the pieces D5 and D6 appear with
the "probability 3". The jewel D targets all of the users
(i.e., low-level users, intermediate-level users, and high-
level users described above). Specifically, the pieces D1 and
D2 are provided with a probability with which the pieces D1
and D2 are more likely to appear for low-level users. The

pieces D3 and D4 are provided with a probability with which
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the pieces D3 and D4 are more likely to appear for
intermediate-level users. The pieces D5 and D6 are provided
with a probability with which the pieces D5 and D6 are more
likely to appear for high-level users. As described above,
different from the other jewels, the appearance probabilities
cf the jewel D are set so that each of the pieces constituting
the jewel D (pieces D1 to D6) is given to users at levels in
different ranges.
[0173] Fig. 14 illustrates an example of the data structure
of obtained game piece information stored in the storage unit
42. The obtained game piece information is information
indicative of game pieces obtained by users in a guild event
(i.e., game pieces given to the users).
[0174] As illustrated in Fig. 14, the obtained game piece
information includes user IDs and piece IDs associated with
each other. The user ID is an identifier for identifyving a
user who plays the card battle game. The piece ID is an
identifier for identifyving a piece (game piece) obtained by
the user identified by the associated user ID (a piece given
to the user).
[0175] In the example illustrated in Fig. 14, the obtained
game piece information includes a user ID "user 1" and a piece
ID "D1" associated with each other. According to this, it is
indicated that to the user identified by the user ID "user 1",
the piece identified by the piece ID "D1" is given.
[0176] Further, the obtained game piece information
includes a user ID "user 2" and a piece ID "D4" associated
with each other. According to this, it is indicated that to
the user identified by the user ID "user 2", the piece
identified by the piece ID "D4" is given.
[0177] Only the users identified by the user IDs "user 1"
and "user 2" are explained for convenience; however, in the

storage unit 42, the obtained game piece information is also
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stored similarly for other users given a piece, which is a
game piece.
[0178] Fig. 15 illustrates an example of the data structure
of level information stored in the storage unit 42. The level
information is information indicative of the level of a user
who plays the card battle game.
[0179] As illustrated in Fig. 15, the level information
includes user IDs and level information associated with each
other. The user ID is an identifier for identifying the user
who plays the card battle game. The level information
indicates the level of the user identified by the associated
user ID in the card battle game.
[0180] In the example illustrated in Fig. 15, the level
information includes a user ID "user 1" and level information
"5" associated with each other. According to this, it is
indicated that the level of the user identified by the user ID
"user 1" is 5.
[0181] Further, the level information includes a user ID
"user 2" and level information "25" associated with each
other. According to this, it is indicated that the level of
the user identified by the user ID "user 2" is 25.
[0182] Only the users identified by the user IDs "user 1"
and "user 2" are explained for convenience; however, in the
storage unit 42, the level information is also stored
similarly for other users who play the card battle game.
[0183] The level of a user in the card battle game
increases in accordance with the progress of the card battle
game, the victory in the battle, etc. In the case where the
level of a user in the card battle game has increased as
described above, the (level information included in the) level
information stored in the storage unit 42 is updated each
time.

[0184] Next, the operation of the game control device 50
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when a guild event occurs in the present embodiment is
explained. In this case, the game control device 50 performs
processing to cause a guild event to occur and guild event
management processing.
[0185] First, with reference to the flowchart in Fig. 16,
the procedure of the processing to cause a guild event to
occur performed by the game control device 50 according to the
present embodiment is explained. This processing causes a
guild event to occur and gives a game piece in the guild event
to a user (plaver).
[0186] First, the game control unit 54 included in the game
control device 50 causes a guild event to occur for giving a
game piece (step S581). This guild event occurs, for example,
periodically. Specifically, a guild event occurs, for
example, at 7:00 as a morning event, at 12:00 as a daytime
event, and at 22:00 as a night event. The period of time
during which the guild event is taking place is notified to
users who are plaving the card battle game via the
communication terminal 20. Hereinafter, a user playing the
card battle game is referred to as a target user.
[0187] When a guild event occurs, the game control unit 54
determines whether or not to cause a game piece (piece
constituting each jewel) to appear in accordance with the play
contents of the card battle game of the target user (i.e., the
operation by the target user to the communication terminal 20)
(step $82). At this time, the game control unit 54 performs
determination processing based on the appearance probability
included in the game piece information and the level of the
target user indicated by the level information stored in the
storage unit 42.
[0188] It is assumed that the game pieces appear in a
variety of scenes while the card battle game is being plavyed.

Specifically, the game pieces appear in a quest in the card
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battle game and at the time of victory over each enemy
character (quest boss or enemy robot character).
[0189] In other words, the game control unit 54 determines
whether or not to cause a game piece to appear based on the
appearance probability in accordance with the level of the
target user described above, in the case where the state of
the play of the card battle game of the target user allows the
game piece to appear.
[0190] In the case where it is determined to cause a game
piece to appear (YES at step S$82), the game control unit 54
generates an effect image in which the game piece appears
(game piece appearance image) and displays the game piece
appearance image on the communication terminal 20 used by the
target user.
[01921] When the game piece appearance image is displayed on
the communication terminal 20 in this manner, the game control
unit 54 gives the game piece to the target user (step S583).
[0192] As described above, in the game piece information,
the (levels of the) users to whom the game piece is more
likely to be given are set for each game piece, and therefore,
each game piece is given to users at levels in different
ranges as a result.
[0193] In this case, the game control unit 54 generates
obtained game piece information including a user ID for
identifyving a target user and a piece ID for identifying a
game piece (pilece) given to the target user associated with
each other. The game control unit 54 stores the generated
obtained game piece information in the storage unit 42 (step
584) .
[0194] The game control unit 54 determines whether or not a
predetermined period of time has elapsed after the guild event
occurs at step S81 described above (step S85). As the

predetermined period of time, for example, one hour, etc., is
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[0195] In the case where it is determined that the
predetermined period of time has elapsed (YES at step 585),
the guild event is ended (step S86).

[0196] On the other hand, in the case where it 1is
determined that the predetermined period of time has not
elapsed yet (NO at step S$85), the guild event is continued and
the procedure returns to step S82 described above, and the
processing is repeated. In other words, in the guild event in
the present embodiment, for the period of time during which
the guild event is taking place (i.e., for the period of time
until the guild event is ended after the guild event occurs),
it is possible to collect a plurality of game pieces.

[0197] In the case where it is determined that a game piece
is not caused to appear at step S82, the game piece is not
given to the target users and the processing at step 85 is
performed.

[0198] In the case where it is determined that, for
example, a plurality of game pieces appears based on the
appearance probabilities at step S$82, an effect image in which
one of the plurality of game pieces appears may be displayed
on the communication terminal 20, or an effect image in which
the plurality of game pieces appears may be displayed on the
communication terminal 20. In the case where the effect image
in which the plurality of game pieces appears 1is displayed on
the communication terminal 20, it may also be possible to give
all of the game pieces to the target user or to give only one
of the plurality of game pieces, which is selected by the
target user.

[0199] Next, with reference to the flowchart in Fig. 17,
the procedure of the guild event management processing
performed by the game control device 50 according to the

present embodiment is explained. The guild event management
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processing is processing to manage the game pieces given to
users for the period of time during which a guild event is
taking place and to give rewards in the guild event to the
users.
[0200] First, the game control unit 54 included in the game
control device 50 specifies game pieces given to each of a
plurality of users (guild members) constituting the guild
(group) indicated by the guild information (group information)
stored in the storage unit 42, based on the obtained game
piece information stored in the storage unit 42.
[0201] In this case, the game control unit 54 acquires the
guild information (group information) stored in the storage
unit 42.
[0202] The game control unit 54 specifies all of the user
IDs associated with the same guild ID in the acqguired guild
information. The users identified by the user IDs specified
here are the users constituting the same guild. Hereinafter,
the guild consisting of the users identified by the user IDs
specified here is referred to as the target guild.
[0203] The game control unit 54 acguires the obtained game
piece information including the specified user IDs from the
storage unit 42.
[0204] The game control unit 54 specifies the pieces
identified by the piece IDs included in the acguired obtained
game piece information as the game pieces given to each of the
users constituting the target guild.
[0205] Hereinafter, the game pieces specified by the game
control unit 54 at step 591 are referred to as the obtained
game pieces.
[0206] Next, the game control unit 54 determines whether or
not all of the game pieces are given to the (plurality of
users constituting the) target guild based on the obtained

game pieces and the game piece information stored in the
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storage unit 42 (step $592).
[0207] The processing at step S92 is explained specifically
with reference to Fig. 13 described above. In the case where

all of the pieces identified by, for example, each of the
piece IDs "Al to A6G" (six pieces constituting the jewel A) are
included in the obtained game pieces, it is determined that
all of the game pieces are given. In the case where all of
the pieces identified by, for example, each of the piece IDs
"Bl to B6" (six pieces constituting the jewel B) are included
in the obtained game pieces, it i1s determined that all of the
game pieces are given. Similarly, in the case where all of
the pieces identified by, for example, each of the piece IDs
"Cl to C6" (six pieces constituting the jewel C) are included
in the obtained game pieces, it i1s determined that all of the
game pieces are given. In the case where all of the pieces
identified by, for example, each of the piece IDs "D1 to Do"
(six pieces constituting the jewel D) are included in the
obtained game pieces, it 1s determined that all of the game
pieces are given.

[0208] In other words, at step S92, in the case where all
of the pieces (i.e., one set of six pieces) constituting at
least one (type of) jewel exist in the obtained game pieces,
it is determined that all of the game pieces are given.

[0209] In the case where it is determined that all of the
game pieces are given (YES at step 592), the game control unit
54 gives a reward in accordance with all of the given game
pieces (i.e., the type of jewel whose pieces are all
collected) to the plurality of users (guild members)
constituting the target guild (step S93). In the case where a
plurality of sets of game pieces is given (e.g., in the case
where all of the pieces identified by the piece IDs "Al to A"
and all of the pieces identified by the piece IDs "D1 to Do&"

are given), the reward is given for each (type) of the game
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pieces.
[0210] Next, whether or not the guild event is ended is
determined (step 594). In the case where it is determined

that the guild event is not ended vyet (NO at step $594), the
procedure returns to step S91 described above and the
processing is repeated.

[0211] On the other hand, in the case where it 1is
determined that the guild event is ended (YES at step S$S94),
the game pieces given to the users in the guild event are
invalidated (step S$S95). In this case, the game control unit
54 deletes the obtained game piece information stored in the
storage unit 42.

[0212] In the case where the target guild collects all of
the game pieces, it is also possible to give a ranking point
to the target guild besides the reward described above. It is
possible to totalize the ranking point given to the target
guild for each predetermined period of time and to give
various kinds of rewards to the plurality of users
constituting the target guild in accordance with the total
value of the ranking point. It is assumed that the ranking
point is given also by the robot battle, etc., which do not
occur during the guild event. Due to this, it i1s expected
that each of a plurality of users constituting a target guild
will positively play the card battle game in order to obtain
the ranking point even for the period of time during which the
guild event is not taking place. This ranking point may be
managed, for example, in the storage unit 42, etc., for each
guild.

[0213] The guild event management processing explained in
Fig. 17 is performed for all of the guilds existing (created)
in the card battle game.

[0214] As described above, in the present embodiment, to

each of the users constituting a guild (group), a game piece
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is given in accordance with the operation of the user to the
communication terminal 20 used by the user. The obtained game
piece information indicative of the game pieces given to each
of the users is stored in the storage unit 42. Based on the
obtained game piece information stored in the storage unit 42,
whether all of the game pieces (one set of game pieces) are
given to the plurality of users constituting the guild
indicated by the guild information (group information) is
determined. In the case where it is determined that all of
the game pieces are given, a reward is given to the plurality
of users constituting the guild. Due to this, it is possible
to provide a mechanism in which a plurality of users plays a
social game in cooperation with one another.
[0215] Further, in the present embodiment, each of the game
pieces indicated by the game piece information is given to
users at levels in different ranges. Due to this, it is
prossible to encourage users to constitute a guild regardless
of the levels, etc., instead of constituting a guild
including, for example, only high-level users or only low-
level users, and therefore, it is possible to provide a
mechanism in which a chance to obtain the reward is given to
all of the users.
[0216] Further, in the present embodiment, the reward is
given in the case where all of the game pieces are given for
the period of time during which the guild event is taking
place, and the obtained game piece information is deleted in
the case where the period of time has elapsed. Due to this,
the reward can be obtained only by collecting all of the game
pieces for the period of time during which the guild event is
taking place, and therefore, it is possible to encourage a
user to constitute a guild with users who play the card battle
game, for example, in the same time zone as the user, and to

play the game in cooperation with a larger number of users.
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Further, in the present embodiment, it may also be possible to
display a screen for explaining the feature of a guild (the
main play time zone of the users constituting the guild, etc.)
on the communication terminal 20. By such a configuration, it
is possible for a user to join a more appropriate guild, and
therefore, it is possible for the user to obtain a reward in
the guild, and it can be expected that the card battle game
will be played continuously.
[0217] The explanation has been given on the assumption
that the main cycle explained in Fig. 5 described previously
and the sub cycle including a guild event are provided in the
card battle game in the present embodiment. The sub cycle may
further include a mechanism in which, for example, the robot
battle is fought with another user (hereinafter, referred to
as PvP), etc. Also in the PvP, it is possible to give the
above-described ranking point and various kinds of rewards in
accordance with the outcome. Further, it is also possible to
obtain a game piece in the present embodiment from another
user in accordance with the outcome of the PvP.
[0218] In a normal gquest or a special quest, for example,
it is also possible to cause to occur randomly a raid boss
event in which a battle is fought with an enemy character
referred to as a raid boss by borrowing a leader card
character of another user, and, for example, a raid NPC event
in which a robot battle (raid robot battle) is fought with an
enemy rocbot character referred to as a raid robot character
(raid NPC), in cooperation with a guild, etc.
[0219] By the raid boss event, it is possible to motivates
a user to make friends in the card battle game by making it
easier to borrow the leader card of a user registered, for
example, as a friend, and therefore, to encourage the user to
continucusly play the game. Further, by causing the raid boss

event to occur, it is possible to recognize the strength
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(i.e., parameters) of the card character (leader card
character) of another user and at the same time, to know the
existence of a new card character, the parameters thereof,
etc. It is assumed that the user who lends the leader
character to another user in the raid boss event is given a
reward, such as a point used to obtain a card character, an
item, etc., for example, in the card battle game.
[0220] In the case of the raid NPC event, it is also
possible to for each user constituting a guild to fight a
robot battle using the deck robot character of his/her own
individually, and then to give the above-described ranking
point to the guild in accordance with the outcome of the robot
battle. Further, in the case of the defeat in the raid robot
battle in the raid NPC event, it is also possible to ask
another guild for help.
[0221] Although explanation has been given on the
assumption that the card battle game in the present embodiment
is implemented by a web application, the card battle game may
be implemented by a native application that is downloaded to
the communication terminal (terminal device) 20, installed on
the communication terminal 20 and then used.
[0222] The present invention is not limited to the above-
described embodiment as it is and it is possible to embody the
embodiment by altering the components in the scope not
deviating from the gist thereof in the stage of embodiment.
Further, it is possible to form various kinds of inventions by
appropriately combining the plurality of components disclosed
in the above-described embodiment. For example, it may also
be possible to delete some components from all of the

components illustrated in the embodiments.
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What is claimed is:

1. A game control method carried out by a game control
device for providing a game to a plurality of communication
terminals respectively used by a plurality of users, the game
control device communicating with the plurality of
communication terminals and having a storage unit, the method
comprising the steps of:

(a) providing one of a plurality of game pieces to one of
a first plurality of users in the game, the first plurality of
users forming a first group, the plurality of game pieces
required to obtain a game item;

(b) storing allocation information indicating which game
piece has been provided to which user, and information on the
plurality of game pieces, in the storage unit;

(c) determining whether all the required game pieces have
been provided to the first plurality of users, based on the
allocation information; and

(d) allocating in a memory, the game item to the first
group or at least one of the first plurality of users, when it
is determined that all the required game pieces have been

provided.

2. The game control method according to claim 1, wherein in
step (a), different game pieces are respectively provided to

the first plurality of users.

3. The game control method according to claim 1, wherein

in step (d), the game item is allocated when it is
determined that all the required game pieces have been
provided within a predetermined period of time, and

the method further comprises the step of

(e) deleting the allocation information from the storage

unit when the predetermined period of time has elapsed.
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4. The game control method according to claim 3, further
comprising the step of

(f) periodically causing an event to occur for providing
one of the plurality of game pieces to a user, wherein

in step (a), one of the plurality of game pieces is
provided to one of the first plurality of users in the event,
and

the predetermined period of time includes a period of

time during which the event is taking place.

5. The game control method according to claim 1, further
comprising the steps of:

(g) giving a ranking point to the first group when it is
determined that all the required game pieces have been
provided; and

(h) giving a reward to the first plurality of users in
accordance with a total value of ranking points given to the

first group during a predetermined period of time.

6. A game control device for providing a game to a plurality
of communication terminals respectively used by a plurality of
users, the device comprising:

a storage unit for storing information on a plurality of
game pieces required to obtain a game item, and allocation
information indicating which game piece has been provided to
which user;

a processor for providing one of the plurality of game
pieces to one of a first plurality of users in the game, the
first plurality of users forming a first group;

a determining unit for determining whether all the
required game pieces have been provided to the first plurality

of users, based on the allocation information; and
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a memory allocation unit for allocating in a memory, the
game item to the first group or at least one of the first
plurality of users, when it is determined that all the

required game pieces have been provided.

7. A non-transitory computer readable recording medium for
storing a program that causes a computer of a game control
device to execute a process, the game control device providing
a game to a plurality of communication terminals respectively
used by a plurality of users, and having a storage unit, the
process comprising the steps of:

(a) providing one of a plurality of game pieces to one of
a first plurality of users in the game, the first plurality of
users forming a first group, the plurality of game pieces
required to obtain a game item;

(b) storing allocation information indicating which game
priece has been provided to which user, and information on the
plurality of game pieces, in the storage unit;

(c) determining whether all the required game pieces have
been provided to the first plurality of users, based on the
allocation information; and

(d) allocating in a memory, the game item to the first
group or at least one of the first plurality of users, when it
is determined that all the required game pieces have been

provided.
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ABSTRACT

Provided is a game control method carried out by a game
control device connected to communication terminals used by
users who play a game. The device has a storage unit for
storing group information indicative of a group consisting of
users and game piece information indicative of game pieces
constituting one item. The method includes giving a game
piece to each user in accordance with a user operation to
his/her communication terminal; storing obtained game piece
information indicative of the game piece given to each user in
the storage unit; determining whether all of the game pieces
necessary to constitute the one item indicated by the game
piece information are given to users constituting a group
indicated by the group information based on the obtained game
piece information; and giving a reward to users constituting
the group if it is determined that all of the game pieces are

given.
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FIG. 3

ATTACK
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CARD 1 | 100 10 12 SKILL 1
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FIG. 4
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FIG. 12
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FIG. 13
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JEWEL A Al~A6 PROBABILITY 1

JEWEL B B1~B6 PROBABILITY 2
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PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being dlectrpnically
Trademark Office on June 10, 2015 at or before [{1: ;

with the United States Patent and
acific Time under the Rules of

7

37CFR§ 1.8 ;
( .
Christina L. Mali o%qv
Inventor : Kazuki Oono ’
Filed : June 10, 2015
Title : GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND
RECORDING MEDIUM
Docket No. : 78252/A400 ‘

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
FOR A CONTINUING NON-CPA APPLICATION

Commissioner for Patents Post Office Box 29001
P.O. Box 1450 Glendale, CA 91209-9001
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 June 10, 2015
Commissioner:

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, enclosed
is FORM PTO/SB/08A/B. The references listed thereon are not enclosed because they were of
record in the parent application, Application No. 14/198,411, filed March 5, 2014.

It is respectfully requested that these references be considered in the examination of this
application, and identified in the list of references cited on the patent issuing on this application.
Applicant also requests that an initialed copy of FORM PTO/SB/08A/B be entered in the
application file and returned to applicant with the next communication from the Office in
accordance with MPEP § 609.

Respectfully submitted,
CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP

_J
o

Raymond R. Tabandeh
Reg. No. 43,945
626/795-9900

By

RRT/clm
Enclosure(s)
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1430

WWW.USpto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER I 371(c) DATE UNIT I FIL FEE RECD I ATTY.DOCKET.NO ITOT CLAIMS I IND CLAIMSl
14/735,958 06/10/2015 3714 1600 78252/A400 7 3
CONFIRMATION NO. 8539
23363 FILING RECEIPT

PoBoXsooot e L 0 A L

Glendale, CA 91209-9001
Date Mailed: 06/22/2015

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Inventor(s)

Kazuki Oono, Minato-ku, JAPAN;
Applicant(s)

GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 23363

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a DIV of 14/198,411 03/05/2014

Foreign Applications (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see hitp://www.uspto.gov for more information.)

JAPAN 2013-049388 03/12/2013

JAPAN 2013-202682 09/27/2013

JAPAN 2013-262855 12/19/2013

Request to Retrieve - This application either claims priority to one or more applications filed in an intellectual
property Office that participates in the Priority Document Exchange (PDX) program or contains a proper Request to
Retrieve Electronic Priority Application(s) (PTO/SB/38 or its equivalent). Consequently, the USPTO will attempt
to electronically retrieve these priority documents.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/19/2015

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,

is US 14/735,958
Projected Publication Date: 10/01/2015

Non-Publication Request: No
page 1 of 3
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Early Publication Request: No
Title

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM
Preliminary Class

463
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents”) for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http:/www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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Application/Control Number: 14/735,958 Page 2
Art Unit: 3714

The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent provisions.
Procedural Summary
1. This is responsive to the claims filed 6/10/2015.

2. Claims 1-7 are pending.

w

Applicant’s IDS submission is acknowledged and provided herewith.
4, The Drawings filed on 6/10/2015 are noted.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

‘Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this
title.

5. This action applies the July 2015 Update to Subject Matter Eligibility'.
6. The July 2015 Update clarifies the requirements for a prima facie case:

“As explained in Section IV of the July 2015 Update, a prima facie case of
eligibility requires the examiner to explain why a claim or claims are unpatentable
clearly and specifically, so that applicant has sufficient notice and is able to effectively
respond. For subject matter eligibility, the examiner’s burden is met by clearly
articulating the reason(s) why the claimed invention is not eligible, for example by
providing a reasoned rationale that identifies the judicial exception recited in the claim
and why it is considered an exception, and that identifies the additional elements in the
claim (if any) and explains why they do not amount to significantly more than the
exception. This rationale may rely, where appropriate, on the knowledge generally
available to those in the art, on the case law precedent, on applicant’s own disclosure, or
on evidence.”

7. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is

directed to non-statutory subject matter.

8. Step 1:

! This guidance is publically available at: hittp://www uspto.gov/patent/laws-and-regulations/examination-
policy/2014-interim-guidance-subject-matter-eligibility-0
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Application/Control Number: 14/735,958 Page 3
Art Unit: 3714

a. Claims 1-5 are drawn to a process.
b. Claims 6 & 7 are drawn to a device (apparatus).
c. Thus, initially, under Step 1 of the analysis, it is noted that the claims are directed

towards eligible categories of subject matter.
0. Step 2A: However, under Step 2A, the claimed invention is directed to a judicial
exception (i.e., a law of nature, a natural phenomenon, or an abstract idea). The claims are
directed to the abstract idea of providing and controlling a game.

10. Let us consider the requirements of each independent claim:

11. It is noted that Claims 1, 6 & 7 mirror each other but for being drawn to method, device
and computer-readable medium.

12. Thus, Claims 1, 6 & 7 stand or fall together:

13.  These independent claims require a game control device, user terminals and storage units.
The claims set forth a series of rules for providing a game. These rules include providing game
pieces to users. The rules require storing information indicating which game piece is provided to
which user. The rules require determining if all required game pieces have been provided.
Finally, the rules require allocating a game item to a group or user when all required pieces have
been provided.

14.  Examiner finds that the abstract idea of providing and controlling a game is similar to
ineligible claims in Planet Bingo, where an invention drawn to managing a game was also found
abstract.

15.  Although the claimed invention does not recite “managing”, in this case, Examiner finds

that the steps of “providing” and “controlling" are tantamount to “managing.”
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Application/Control Number: 14/735,958 Page 4
Art Unit: 3714

16.  Moreover, Examiner finds that the abstract idea of providing and controlling a game also
is similar to the types of “methods of organizing human activity” found abstract by the courts:
It relates to interpersonal and intrapersonal activities, such as managing relationships or
transactions between people, social activities, and human behavior. Here, Applicant's claims
directly relate to managing transactions wherein the transactions represent playing a game.
Playing a game is also viewed as a social activity and human behavior.
17. Moreover, the dependent claims are also drawn to the underlying abstract idea of
providing and controlling a game:
18. For example, the dependent claims require:

d. Providing game pieces, (Claims 2, 4);

e. Providing a game item and removing unneeded game data, (Claim 3) and

f. Ranking and scoring, (Claim 5)
19. Thus the dependent claims are also drawn to providing and controlling a game.
20.  Step 2B:
21. Under Step 2B, the claims do not include additional elements that are sufficient to
amount to significantly more than the judicial exception because they amount to mere generic
computer implementation of rules for managing a game.

22. For example, Under Step 2B, the claimed invention recites additional elements to

implement the abstract idea electronically:

23.  These additional elements include a control device with a processor, communication

terminals, storage units, and memory storing executable instructions.
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Application/Control Number: 14/735,958 Page 5
Art Unit: 3714

24, However, all of these elements viewed individually and as a whole, are indistinguishable
from conventional computing elements known in the art. Therefore, they fail to supply additional
elements that yield significantly more than the underlying abstract idea.
25. Moreover, the claims do not recite improvements to another technology or technical field.
That is, they merely recite requirements for how to provide and control the present game.
26. Nor, do the claims improve the functioning of the underlying computer itself -- they
merely recite generic computing elements and instructions in the form of computer readable
code.
27. Furthermore, they do not effect a transformation of a particular article to a different state
or thing: the underlying computing elements remain the same.
28. Nor, do they impose any limitations other than what is well-understood, routine and
conventional in the field, or adding unconventional steps that confine the claim to a particular
useful application
29. Concerning preemption, the Federal Circuit has said in Ariosa Diagnostics, Inc., V.
Sequenom, Inc., (Fed Cir. June 12, 2015):

The Supreme Court has made clear that the principle of preemption is the basis

for the judicial exceptions to patentability. Alice, 134 S. Ct at 2354 (“We have

described the concern that drives this exclusionary principal as one of pre-

emption”). For this reason, questions on preemption are inherent in and resolved

by the § 101 analysis. The concern is that “patent law not inhibit further discovery

by improperly tying up the future use of these building blocks of human

ingenuity.” Id. (internal quotations omitted). In other words, patent claims should

not prevent the use of the basic building blocks of technology—abstract ideas,

naturally occurring phenomena, and natural laws. While preemption may signal

patent ineligible subject matter, the absence of complete preemption does not

demonstrate patent eligibility. In this case, Sequenom’s attempt to limit the

breadth of the claims by showing alternative uses of cffDNA outside of the scope

of the claims does not change the conclusion that the claims are directed to patent
ineligible subject matter. Where a patent’s claims are deemed only to disclose
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Application/Control Number: 14/735,958 Page 6
Art Unit: 3714

patent ineligible subject matter under the Mayo framework, as they are in this
case, preemption concerns are fully addressed and made moot. (Emphasis added.)

30. For these reasons, it appears that the claims are not patent-eligible under 35 USC §101.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
31. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the
United States.

32. Claims 1-7 are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by
Itkis (US 4,856,787).

33. Regarding Independent Claims 1, 6, 7: Itkis discloses a game control method, device
with processor and non-transitory readable media, (See Figs. 1, 2 showing architecture for
operating a game with master and slave devices, each having processors and memory.)

34.  Itkis discloses a game control device, (Fig. 2), for providing a game to a plurality of
communication terminals respectively used by a plurality of users, (Figs. 1, 3, showing a number
of user terminals and various games).

35.  Itkis discloses the game control device communicating with the plurality of
communication terminals and having a storage unit, (See Figs 1, 2 showing architecture for
operating a game with master and slave devices, each having processors and storage units).

36. Itkis discloses (a) providing one of a plurality of game pieces to one of a first plurality of
users in the game, (See e.g. Fig. 3 showing that each user terminal receives an electronic bingo

card. Each bingo card is construed as a game piece because it is required to play the bingo
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Application/Control Number: 14/735,958 Page 7
Art Unit: 3714

game.); the first plurality of users forming a first group, (Col. 5. Lines 44-60, users form groups);
the plurality of game pieces required to obtain a game item, (Bingo cards are required to play the
game and thus required to receive any award, wherein an award is a game item.)

37. Itkis discloses (b) storing allocation information indicating which game piece has been
provided to which user, and information on the plurality of game pieces, in the storage unit, (Col.
3. Lines 50-67 through Col. 4. Lines 1-5 disclosing storing bingo game data and transmitting it
from the user terminals to the master terminal. See also Col. 1. Lines 65-67 disclosing a smart
card that stores bingo game data.)

38.  Itkis discloses (c) determining whether all the required game pieces have been provided
to the first plurality of users, based on the allocation information, (Fig. 5, Each user selects game
of bingo and is then shown a bingo card. The game then commences. Thus, all required game
pieces (cards) have been given to users.); and

39.  Itkis discloses (d) allocating in a memory, the game item to the first group or at least one
of the first plurality of users, when it is determined that all the required game pieces have been
provided, (Col. 1. Lines 55-60: the game item is construed as an award. It is provided in response
to a user obtaining "bingo" after all players have been given their required game cards.)

40.  Regarding the dependent claims:

41. Regarding Claim 2: Itkis discloses wherein in step (a), different game pieces are
respectively provided to the first plurality of users, (e.g. each user receives a different bingo
card.)

42.  Regarding Claim 3: Itkis discloses wherein in step (d), the game item is allocated when

it is determined that all the required game pieces have been provided within a predetermined
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period of time, (the period of time is construed as the duration of the bingo game, until a player
wins. The game item is a prize. See Col. 1. Lines 55-60), and the method further comprises the
step of (e) deleting the allocation information from the storage unit when the predetermined
period of time has elapsed, (when a new game commences, the slave device no longer shows the
old game data. The displayed data is deleted and replaced with new game data.)

43. Regarding Claim 4: Itkis discloses the step of (f) periodically causing an event to occur
for providing one of the plurality of game pieces to a user, (An event occurs, causing a bingo
card to be shown at a user terminals, every time a user inputs a selection to play bingo via the
GUI in Fig. 5), wherein in step (a), one of the plurality of game pieces is provided to one of the
first plurality of users in the event, (user receives bingo card) and the predetermined period of
time includes a period of time during which the event is taking place, (the period of time is
construed as the duration of the bingo game.)

44.  Regarding Claim 5: Itkis discloses (g) giving a ranking point to the first group when it is
determined that all the required game pieces have been provided, (after all users receive bingo
cards, the game commences and may yield a winner that receives a prize, Col. 1. Lines 55-60);
and (h) giving a reward, (prize, Col. 1. Lines 55-60), to the first plurality of users in accordance
with a total value of ranking points given to the first group during a predetermined period of
time, (Col. 5. Lines 44-60, prizes are construed as ranking points, users form groups and pool
resources to win ranking points.)

Conclusion
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Application/Control Number: 14/735,958 Page 9
Art Unit: 3714

45. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to OMKAR DEODHAR whose telephone number is (571)272-
1647. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8AM - 4:30 PM.

46.  If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, David Lewis can be reached on 571-272-7673. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

47. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/OMKAR DEODHAR/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. . , 14/735,958 OONO, KAZUKI
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary
Examiner Art Unit
OMKAR DEODHAR 3714

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) OMKAR DEQDHAR. @) —.

(2) Raymond Tabandeh. (4) .

Date of Interview: 04 May 2016.

Type: [X Telephonic [ Video Conference
[] Personal [copy given to: [Japplicant  [] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [] Yes X No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [X]101 [J112 X102 [J103 [JOthers
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)
Claim(s) discussed: 1.

Identification of prior art discussed: [tkis.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

Parties discussed proposed claim amendments and agreed that they distinquish over the prior art. No agreement
concerning Section 101 was reached. Examiner will conduct a further search when Applicant officially responds.

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whichever is later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of the
substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

[ Attachment

/OMKAR DEODHAR/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20160504
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner’s responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

—Name of applicant

—Name of examiner

—Date of interview

—Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

—Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)

— An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

— An identification of the specific prior art discussed

— Anindication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

—The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,

2) an identification of the claims discussed,

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner’s initials.

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 246



PATENT

ed with the United States

| hereby certify that this correspondencefis being feictron/c
; . Pacific Time under the

Patent and Trademark Office on June 7, before 1f
Rules of 37 CFR § 1.8.

Appl No. : 14/735,958 Confirmation No. 8539
Inventor : Kazuki Oono
Filed : June 10, 2015 oo
Title . GAME CONTROL METHOD, ME CONTROL DEVICE, AND
RECORDING MEDIUM
TC/A.U. 1 3714
© Examiner . Omkar A. Deodhar
Docket No. . 78252
Customer No. : 23363
AMENDMENT
Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents " Post Office Box 29001
P.O. Box 1450 Glendale, CA 91209-9001

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 June 7, 2016
Commissioner:

In response to the Office action of March 8, 2016, please amend the above-
identified application as follows: '

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page
2 of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper.
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Appin No. 14/735,958
Amdt date June 7, 2016
Reply to Office action of March 8, 2016

Amendments to the Claims:

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application:

Listing of Claims:

1. (Currently Amended) A game control method carried out by a game control
device for providing a game to a plurality of communication terminals respectively used
by a plurality of users, the game control device communicating with the plurality of

communication terminals over a communication network and having a storage unit_for

storing information for each of the plurality of users, the method comprising the steps of:

j -grouping the plurality of users into one or more groups;

(b) storing a correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or more

groups in the storage unit;

(c) transmitting information over the communication network to initiate a group

event in which a first plurality of users forming a first group cooperatively participate in

the game;
(d) storing a parameter value for each of the plurality of users, wherein the

parameter value for a respective user is increased as the respective user makes

progress in the group event;

(e) monitoring progress of the group event and updating the parameter value for

each of the first plurality of users in accordance with the progress of the first group in

the group event;

(f) providing at least one of a plurality of game pieces to each of the first plurality

of users in the group event, based on the parameter value for the corresponding user

wherein the plurality of game pieces are required to obtain a game item:

2-
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Appin No. 14/735,958
Amdt date June 7, 2016
Reply to Office action of March 8, 2016

[[b]] (q) storing allocation information indicating which game piece has been
provided to which user, andinformation-on-the plurality-of game-pieces: in the storage
unit;

[[c]] (h) determining whether all the required game pieces have been provided to
the first plurality of users, based on the allocation information; and

[[d]] () allocating in @ memory, the game item to the first group or at least one of
the first plurality of users, when it is determined that all the required game pieces have

been provided.

2. (Currently Amended)  The game control method according to claim 1,
wherein in step [[a]] (), different game pieces are respectively provided to the first

plurality of users.

3. (Currently Amended)  The game control method according to claim 1,
wherein

in step [[d]] (i), the game item is allocated when it is determined that all the
required game pieces have been provided within a predetermined period of time, and
wherein

the method further comprises the step of

[[e]] (L) deleting the allocation information from the storage unit when the

predetermined period of time has elapsed.

4. (Currently Amended)  The game control method according to claim 3,
further comprising the step of

[[f1] (K) periodically causing an event to occur for providing one of the plurality of
game pieces to a user, wherein

in step [[a]] (f), one of the plurality of game pieces is provided to one of the first

plurality of users in the event, and
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Appin No. 14/735,958
Amdt date June 7, 2016
Reply to Office action of March 8, 2016

the predetermined period of time includes a period of time during which the event

is taking place.

5. (Currently Amended)  The game control method according to claim 1,
further comprising the steps of:

[[g]] (h giving-storing a ranking point [[to]] for the first group when it is determined
that all the required game pieces have been provided; and

[[n]] (m) girg-storing a reward [[to]] for the first plurality of users in accordance
with a total value of ranking points givente-for the first group during a predetermined

period of time.

6. (Currently Amended) A game control device for providing a game to a
plurality of communication terminals respectively used by a plurality of users_over a
communication network, the device comprising:

a storage unit for storing information-ona-pluraliby-of- game piecesreguiredto
ebtaina-game-itema correspondence between the plurality of users and one or more

groups, a parameter value for each of the plurality of users, wherein the parameter

value for a respective user is increased as the respective user makes progress in the

group event, and allocation information indicating which game piece has been provided
to which user:;

a processor for providinggrouping the plurality of users into one or more groups,

transmitting information over the communication network to initiate a group event in

which a first plurality of users forming a first group cooperatively participate in the game,

monitoring progress of the group event and updating the parameter value for each of

the first plurality of users in accordance with the progress of the first group in the group

event, and providing at least one of the plurality of game pieces to [[one]] each of [[a]]

the first plurality of users in the game—the-firstpluralityofusersformingafirst-group

event, based on the parameter value for the corresponding user;
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Appin No. 14/735,958
Amdt date June 7, 2016
Reply to Office action of March 8, 2016

a determining unit for determining whether all the required game pieces have
been provided to the first plurality of users, based on the allocation information; and

a memory allocation unit for allocating in a memory, the game item to the first
group or at least one of the first plurality of users, when it is determined that all the

required game pieces have been provided.

7. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer readable recording medium
for storing a program that causes a eemputerprocessor of a game control device to
execute a process, the game control device providing a game to a plurality of

communication terminals respectively used by a plurality of users_over a communication

network, and having a storage unit, the process comprising the steps of:

j grouping the plurality of users into one or more groups:;

(b) storing a correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or more

groups in the storage unit;

(c) transmitting information over the communication network to initiate a group

event in which a first plurality of users forming a first group cooperatively participate in

the game;
(d) storing a parameter value for each of the plurality of users, wherein the

parameter value for a respective user is increased as the respective user makes

progress in the group event;

(e) monitoring progress of the group event and updating the parameter value for

each of the first plurality of users in accordance with the progress of the first group in

the group event;

(f) providing at least one of a plurality of game pieces to each of the first plurality

of users in the group event, based on the parameter value for the corresponding user

wherein the plurality of game pieces are required to obtain a game item;
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Appin No. 14/735,958
Amdt date June 7, 2016
Reply to Office action of March 8, 2016

[[b]] (q) storing allocation information indicating which game piece has been
provided to which user, andinformation-on-the plurality-of game-pieces: in the storage
unit;

[[c]] (h) determining whether all the required game pieces have been provided to
the first plurality of users, based on the allocation information; and

[[d]] () allocating in @ memory, the game item to the first group or at least one of
the first plurality of users, when it is determined that all the required game pieces have
been provided.
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Appin No. 14/735,958
Amdt date June 7, 2016
Reply to Office action of March 8, 2016

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS

Claims 1-7 are pending. Claims 1-7 are amended.

Applicant's undersigned attorney thanks Examiner Omkar for his time for a

telephonic interview on May 4, 2016.

I. Rejections under U.S.C. 102(b)
Claims 1-7 are rejected under pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by

Itkis (US 4,856,787). Applicant submits that all of the claims currently pending in this
application are patentably distinguishable over the cited references for the following
reasons, and reconsideration and allowance of this application are respectfully
requested.

Amended independent claims 1 and 7 include, among other limitations, "grouping
the plurality of users into one or more groups; storing a correspondence between the
plurality of users and the one or more groups in the storage unit; transmitting
information over the communication network to initiate a group event in which a first
plurality of users forming a first group cooperatively participate in the game." ltkis does
not teach the above limitations.

First, Itkis does not teach "grouping the plurality of users into one or more
groups; and storing a correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or
more groups in the storage unit." The users of the slave game devices 7 are not
grouped, rather, they are provided with different tasks independent of the other users.
(Col. 3, lines 13-25). Moreover, there is no disclosure of "storing a correspondence
between the plurality of users and the one or more groups," in ltkis.

Second, ltkis does not disclose "transmitting information over the communication
network to initiate a group event in which a first plurality of users forming a first group

cooperatively participate in the game." Again, the users of the slave game devices 7

7-
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Appin No. 14/735,958
Amdt date June 7, 2016
Reply to Office action of March 8, 2016

cannot "cooperatively participate in the game." Rather, each use is provided with a
different task, such as, a bingo game, a poker game, a keno game, etc., independent of
the tasks for the other users. (Col. 3, lines 13-25). In fact, since the slave game
devices 7 of ltkis, which are providing different task, independent of the tasks for the
other users, are "slaves" to and controlled by the master game device 1 and they are
not capable of communicating with each other, Itkis teach away from a group of users
"cooperatively participate in the game" and therefore cannot be combined with any
other references teach a group collaborative participation in a game.

As aresult, amended independent claims 1 and 7 are not anticipated by Itkis and
therefore are patentable over the cited references.

Amended independent claim 6 includes similar patentable and therefore is it also
patentable over the cited references.

Dependent claims 2-5 are dependent from allowable independent claim 1 and
therefore include all the limitations of the allowable claim 1, and additional limitations
therein. Accordingly, claims 2-5 are also allowable over the cited references, as being
dependent from allowable independent claim 1 and for the additional limitations they

include therein.

Il. Rejections under U.S.C. 101

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is

directed to non-statutory subject matter. Applicant submits that all of the claims
currently pending in this application are patent eligible for the following reasons, and
reconsideration and allowance of this application are respectfully requested.

Based on the Alice Corp. case, and the subsequent "Examination Guideline,"
issued on December 10, 2014 by the USPTO (the "Guideline"), Applicant submits that
the amended claims i) are not directed to an abstract idea, and ii) even if they were,
there are sufficient elements in the claims that amount to significantly more than the

abstract idea itself.
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Appin No. 14/735,958
Amdt date June 7, 2016
Reply to Office action of March 8, 2016

A. Claims are not directed to an abstract idea.

Amended independent claims are directed to a computer network-based game in
which any of a plurality of players can be grouped as a team to cooperatively participate
in a group event. A correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or more
groups and a parameter value for each of the plurality of users, which increase as a
respective user makes progress in the group event, are stored. The group event is
monitored and the parameter values for each of the team members is updated in
accordance with the monitored progress of the team in the group event. A game item is
then allocated in a memory to the team, when it is determined that all the required game
pieces have been provided. (Independent claims 1, 6 and 7).

The amended independent claims are not directed to any abstract ideas,
because of the following reasons.

First, the claims are specific to a narrow area of application, that is, a team-
based and computer network-based game, in which a correspondence between the
plurality of users and the one or more groups and a parameter value for each of the
plurality of users, which increase as a respective user makes progress in the group
event, are stored, a group event is monitored and the parameter values for each of the
team members is updated in accordance with the monitored progress of the team in the
group event. Additionally, a game item is allocated in a memory to the team, when it is
determined that all the required game pieces have been provided. That is, a method
which is tied to a special purpose device, i.e., a game control device for the specific
application of game control.

a social game in which it is possible to constitute a group referred to as a guild by

a plurality of users (players) who play the game. In such a social game, it is

possible to share or communicate information among a plurality of users (guild

members) constituting the same guild.

Paragraph [0008]
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Reply to Office action of March 8, 2016

Further, in a social game in which, for example, a user fights a battle with an

enemy character using various kinds of characters, etc., possessed by the user,

it is possible to fight a battle with, for example, an enemy character referred to as

a raid boss with cooperation among the guild members. In the case where a

user fights a battle with an enemy character with cooperation among the guild

members and wins the battle, it is possible for the guild members to obtain
various kinds of rewards (for example, characters, items, etc.)

Paragraph [0009]

The Guideline unambiguously requires the Examiners to "determine whether the
claims at issue are directed to a natural law, natural phenomena, or an abstract idea
[which] require closer scrutiny for eligibility because of the risk that it will “tie up” the
excepted subject matter and pre-empt others from using the law of nature, natural
phenomenon, or abstract idea." (Guideline, page 11, underlining added.) However, in
the present case, the amended claims are specific to above narrow area of team-based
computer game that displays modified-package list according to the package rarity
levels of the plurality of modified packages therein and updates the reward giving-status
information corresponding to the selected game reward, in response to a reward
request from a user device of any of the first plurality of users. Therefore, the amended
claims do not “tie up” or pre-empt others from using the general concept of games or
sharing general activities on a computer.

The Guideline, abiding by the Alice Corp. decision, clearly articulates that a claim
that may or may not recite a judicial exception but, when viewed as a whole, clearly
does not seek to tie up any judicial exception such that others cannot practice it, does

"not need to proceed through the full analysis herein as their eligibility will be self-

evident." (Guideline, page 24, underlining added.) The Guideline is clear about;

For purposes of efficiency in examination, a streamlined eligibility analysis can be

used for a claim that may or may not recite a judicial exception but, when viewed

as a whole, clearly does not seek to tie up any judicial exception such that others

-10-
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Amdt date June 7, 2016
Reply to Office action of March 8, 2016

cannot practice it. Such claims do not need to proceed through the full analysis

herein as their eligibility will be self-evident. However, if there is doubt as to

whether the applicant is effectively

Bottom of page 24, underlining added.

The Guideline then provides some explicit examples to clarify this "Streamline
Eligibility" analysis:

[1] For instance, a claim directed to a complex manufactured industrial product or

process that recites meaningful limitations along with a judicial exception may

sufficiently limit its practical application so that a full eligibility analysis is not
needed.
[2] As an example, a robotic arm assembly having a control system that operates

using certain mathematical relationships is clearly not an attempt to tie up use of

the mathematical relationships and would not require a full analysis to determine

eligibility.

[3] Also, a claim that recites a nature-based product, but clearly does not attempt

to tie up the nature-based product, does not require a markedly different

characteristics analysis to identify a “product of nature” exception. As an

example, a claim directed to an artificial hip prosthesis coated with a naturally
occurring mineral is not an attempt to tie up the mineral.

[4] Similarly, claimed products that merely include ancillary nature-based
components, such as a claim that is directed to a cellphone with an electrical

contact made of gold or a plastic chair with wood trim, would not require analysis

of the nature-based component to identify a “product of nature” exception

because such claims do not attempt to improperly tie up the nature-based

product.
Page 25, emphasis added.

The above language of the Guideline is clear about not requiring "a full eligibility

analysis," even though a claim that may or may not recite a judicial exception but, when

-11-
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the claim is viewed as a whole, it does not seek to tie up any judicial exception such that

others cannot practice it. Indeed, the Guideline is clear about "bypassing" the two-step
test by the "Streamline Eligibility" analysis for "purposes of efficiency in examination,"
whether a claim "may or may not recite a judicial exception." No need for full analysis
clearly means that there is no need to determine whether the claim amounts to
"significantly more" than the judicial exception.

In fact, in a recent "July 2015 Update" (the "Update"), the PTO has provided
some more examples of patent eligible claims. For example, a claim 15 directed to a
method for loading BIOS into a local computer system. The PTO determines claim 15

to be patent eligible because "the claim is not attempting to tie up any such exception so

that others cannot practice it." (Update, pages 21-22, underlining added.). The

"eligibility of the claim is self-evident in the streamlined analysis, without needing to

perform the full eligibility analysis." (ld., emphasis added.).

Consequently, since the amended claims, viewed as a whole, are specific to a
narrow area of a team-based and computer network-based game, in which a
correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or more groups and a
parameter value for each of the plurality of users, which increase as a respective user
makes progress in the group event, are stored, a group event is monitored and the
parameter values for each of the team members is updated in accordance with the
monitored progress of the team in the group event, they do not seek to tie up any
abstract idea (e.g., gaming such as cited Bingo game or slot machine games, using a
computer implemented method) and leave it open for others to practice numerous other
methods of video or computer-based games, similar to the robotic arm example in the
Guideline, and the method for loading BIOS in the Update. Accordingly, there is no

need for the full analysis as their eligibility will be self-evident.

Second, the amended claims are neither related to an idea of itself nor are they
related to a method of organizing human activity. It is evident that none of the claim

limitations of "storing a correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or

-12-
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more groups in the storage unit; transmitting information over the communication
network to initiate a group event in which a first plurality of users forming a first group
cooperatively participate in the game;

storing a parameter value for each of the plurality of users, wherein the parameter value
for a respective user is increased as the respective user makes progress in the group
event; storing allocation information indicating which game piece has been provided to
which user, in the storage unit; and allocating in a memory, the game item to the first
group or at least one of the first plurality of users, when it is determined that all the
required game pieces have been provided" is "a method of organizing human activity."

Instead, the claimed invention addresses the shortcomings of prior approaches
for playing computer-based games, such as lack of motivation of a user at a low level
(paragraph [0012]) or inability of a user to play in cooperation with a plurality of users
(quild) regardless of his level (paragraph [0013]).

This is addressed by "grouping the plurality of users into one or more groups;
storing a correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or more groups in
the storage unit; transmitting information over the communication network to initiate a
group event in which a first plurality of users forming a first group cooperatively
participate in the game;
storing a parameter value for each of the plurality of users, wherein the parameter value
for a respective user is increased as the respective user makes progress in the group
event; storing allocation information indicating which game piece has been provided to
which user, in the storage unit; and allocating in a memory, the game item to the first
group or at least one of the first plurality of users, when it is determined that all the

required game pieces have been provided "

-13-
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B. Even if claims were directed to an abstract idea, there are plenty of

claim elements or combination of elements to ensure that the claims amount to

significantly more than the abstract idea itself.

First, the claims include more than "generic computer functionality." Here, the
claim steps are not "purely conventional," as stated in the Office action citing the Alice
Corp. decision. Rather, quite few of the steps in claim 1 for example, are
unconventional. For instance, the claimed features of "grouping the plurality of users
into one or more groups, storing a correspondence between the plurality of users and
the one or more groups in the storage unit; transmitting information over the
communication network to initiate a group event in which a first plurality of users forming
a first group cooperatively participate in the game" are unconventional, unique and
novel over the prior art (as explained above with respect to 35 U.S.C. 102 rejections).

The Court in Alice Corp. made it clear that "an invention is not rendered ineligible
simply because it involves an abstract idea ... inventions that integrate the building
blocks of human ingenuity into something more by applying the abstract idea in a

meaningful way are eligible." (Id. See also, end of page 2 of the PTO "Preliminary

Instructions."). Here, the claimed invention includes the above-mentioned ingenious
features and applies those original features in a meaningful way by grouping the
plurality of users into one or more groups; storing a correspondence between the
plurality of users and the one or more groups in the storage unit; transmitting
information over the communication network to initiate a group event in which a first
plurality of users forming a first group cooperatively participate in the game.

Additionally, the Update provides an example of another patent eligible claim

directed to a method of distributing stock quotes, even though "fundamental economic

practices" is mentioned as one example of a potential abstract idea, in Alice Corp.. The
PTO deems claim 2 to be patent eligible (in spite of being directed to "fundamental

economic practices") because:

14-
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It is noted that, as discussed above, some of the limitations when viewed
individually do not amount to significantly more than the abstract idea (such as
storing subscriber preferences or transmitting an alert). However, when looking

at the additional limitations as an ordered combination, the invention as a whole

amounts to significantly more than simply organizing and comparing data. The

claimed invention addresses the Internet-centric challenge of alerting a
subscriber with time sensitive information when the subscriber's computer is
offline. This is addressed by transmitting the alert over a wireless communication
channel to activate the stock viewer application, which causes the alert to display
and enables the connection of the remote subscriber computer to the data
source over the Internet when the remote subscriber computer comes online.

These are meaningful limitations that add more than generally linking the use of

the abstract idea (the general concept of organizing and comparing data) to the

Internet, because they solve an Internet-centric problem with a claimed solution
that is necessarily rooted in computer technology, similar to the additional
elements in DDR Holdings.

(Update, page 4, last paragraph, underlining added.).

That is, the Update emphasizes that "when looking at the additional limitations as

an ordered combination, the invention as a whole amounts to significantly more than

simply organizing and comparing data," in spite of being directed to "fundamental
economic practices."

Here, similar to the above exemplary claim 2, when viewing the additional
limitations of "grouping the plurality of users into one or more groups; storing a
correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or more groups in the
storage unit; transmitting information over the communication network to initiate a group
event in which a first plurality of users forming a first group cooperatively participate in

the game," in order, the invention as a whole amounts to significantly more than simply

selection of maps and progressing of a game using game rules.

-15-
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Accordingly, based on the Guideline, the Update, and Alice Corp decision.,
amended independent claims 1 and 7, which address the shortcomings of prior
approaches to playing a team-based game in a same game space, and "confine the
abstract idea to a particular useful application" is patent subject matter eligible.
(Update, top of page 5.).

Second, the claims add "a specific limitation other than what is well-understood,
routine and conventional in the field, or [adds] unconventional steps that confine the
claims to a particular useful application" and therefore qualify as a "significantly more"
exception to the abstract idea. (Guidelines, second factor on top of page 22.).
Supreme Court in Mayo held that the claim at issue was ineligible because the recited
“instructions add nothing specific to the laws of nature other than what is well-
understood, routine, conventional activity, previously engaged in by those in the field,”
which was “[u]nlike, say, a typical patent on a new _drug or a new way of using an
existing drug." (Mayo, 132 S. Ct. at 1299, 1302, emphasis added.).

Here, the unconventional steps of " grouping the plurality of users into one or

more groups; storing a correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or
more groups in the storage unit; transmitting information over the communication
network to initiate a group event in which a first plurality of users forming a first group
cooperatively participate in the game," are unconventional steps that confine the claims
to a particular useful application of team-based computer game with reward sharing
capabilities that addresses the problem of playing a computer-based game, wherein a
user can and is motivated to play in cooperation with a plurality of users (guild)
regardless of his skill level

These unconventional and patentable steps add significantly more to the idea of
team-based game with reward selection and sharing. In other words, there are several
inventive concepts sufficient to transform the claimed subject matter into a patent-

eligible application." (See, Guideline, top of page 53.).

-16-
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Consequently, amended independent claims 1 and 7 are not directed to any -
abstract ideas, and even if it was directed to an abstract idea, the claim limitations
amount to significantly more than the abstract idea itself. As a result, independent claim
1 is patent eligible.

Amended indebendent claim 6 includes similar patent eligible limitations and
therefore is also patent eligible.

Dependent claims 2-5 are dependent from patent eligible independent claim 1
and therefore include all the limitations of the patent eligible claim 1 and additional
limitations therein. Accordingly, claims 2-5 are also patent eligible.

In view of the foregoing remarks and amendments, it is fespectfully submitted
that this application is now in condition for allowance, and accordingly, redonsideration

and allowance are respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,
LEWIS ROCA ROTHGERBER CHRISTIE LLP

Raymond R. Tabandeh
Reg. No. 43,945
626/795-9900

By

RRT/cIm

CLM PAS1423488.1-*-06/7/16 3:06 PM
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Enclosed is an amendment to the above-identified application.
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17 which
may be required by or to give effect to this paper to Deposit Account No. 03-1728. Please show
our docket number with any charge or credit to our Deposit Account.

Respectfully submitted,
LEWIS ROCA ROTHGERBER CHRISTIE LLP

C_/\At:“‘" ;‘—M\_,>

Raymond R. Tabandeh
Reg. No. 43,945
626/795-9900

By

RRT/clm
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PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

| hereby certify that this correspondence is being el i &d with the United States
Patent and Trademark Office on July 13, 2(}’]’ Sforpg . Pacific Time under the
Rules of 37 CFR § 1.8.

Inventor(s) . Kazuki Oono Confirmation No. 8539
Application No. : 14/735,958

Filed . June 10, 2015
Title : GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND
RECORDING MEDIUM
Grp./Div. 1 3714
Examiner : Omkar A. Deodhar
Docket No. . 78252
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT AND
CERTIFICATION UNDER § 1.97(e)(1)
Commissioner for Patents Post Office Box 29001
P.O. Box 1450 Glendale, CA 91209-9001
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 July 13, 2016

Commissioner:

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98,

and in accordance with the provisions in the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure §§

609 and 707.05(b), enclosed is an information disclosure statement with a listing of

references that are known to applicant. Copies of each of the listed Foreign Patent

Documents and Other Documents references are enclosed.

It is respectfully requested that these references be considered in the

examination of this application and identified on the list of references cited on the patent

issuing on this application. Applicant also requests that an initialed copy of the

information disclosure statement be entered in the application file and returned to

applicant with the next communication from the Office in accordance with MPEP § 609.

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 272



Application No. 14/735,958

Applicant's undersigned attorney hereby certifies, in accordance with 37 CFR §
1.97(e)(1), that each item of information contained in the information disclosure
statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be
required by this paper to Deposit Account No. 03-1728. Please show our docket
number with any Deposit Account transaction.

Respectfully submitted,
LEWIS ROCA ROTHGERBER CHRISTIE LLP

By@%

Raymond R. Tabandeh
Reg. No. 43,945
626/795-9900

RRT/cim
Enclosures: Information Disclosure Statement w/references

CLM PAS1429459.1-*-07/13/16 9:32 AM
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWV\'.\]SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/735,958 06/10/2015 Kazuki Oono 78252/A400 8539
23363 7590 08/09/2016
. . EXAMINER
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP | |
PO BOX 29001 DEODHAR, OMKAR A
Glendale, CA 91209-9001
| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |
3714
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
08/09/2016 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

pto@lrrc.com
pair_cph@firsttofile.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
14/735,958 OONO, KAZUKI

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventor to File)
OMKAR DEODHAR 3714 ﬁl‘g‘”s

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION.

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 6/7/2016.
[ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon _____.
2a)[X] This action is FINAL. 2pb)[] This action is non-final.
3)[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.
4)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*

5)X Claim(s) 1-7is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6)[] Claim(s) is/are allowed.

7)X Claim(s) 1-3 and 5-7 is/are rejected.

8)X] Claim(s) 4 is/are objected to.

9)[J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
hitp//vww . uspio.gov/patenis/init_events/peh/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeadback@uspio.qoy.

Application Papers
10)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[] The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[] accepted or b)[T] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a)J Al b)[]Some** ¢)[] None of the:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) & Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) |:| Interview Summary (PTO-413)
) . Paper No(s)/Mail Date. .
2) & Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4 I:l Other-
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . ) er
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20160804
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The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent provisions.

Procedural Summary
1. This is responsive to the claim amendment filed 6/7/2016.
2. Claims 1-7 are pending.
3. Applicant’s IDS submission is acknowledged and provided herewith.

Response to Arguments and Amendments

4, Regarding 35 USC § 101:

a. Applicant’s arguments are persuasive. Moreover, in light of the Enfish decision,
Examiner is persuaded that the claim elements, as an ordered combination, represent
improvements to the functioning of the claimed game control device.

b. Accordingly, the rejection under 35 USC § 101 is withdrawn.

5. Regarding the prior art:

c. Applicant argues that Itkis fails to disclose grouping the users and storing a
correspondence of the grouping. Examiner respectfully disagrees. Itkis is explicit that
users cooperate as a team to accomplish a game objective and then split the award. (See
Col. 5. Lines 44-60.) A smart card stores cach user’s game data and awards, (Col. 1.
Lines 65-68), thus also storing information pertaining to joint player operation.

d. Applicant also contends that Itkis fails to disclose players cooperatively
participating in the game. As pointed out above, this is not the case.

e. The remainder of Applicant’s arguments are drawn to the amended claim features
and are addressed in the rejection below. Applicant’s amendment required an updated

search and new grounds of rejection. Note the allowable subject matter indicated below.
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
6. The following is a quotation of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under pre-
ATA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art.

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or
nonobviousness.
8. Claims 1-3 & 5-7 are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable
over ItKkis in view of Kelly (US 5,816,918).
9. Regarding Independent Claims 1, 6, 7: Itkis discloses a game control method, device
with processor and non-transitory readable media, (See Figs. 1, 2 showing architecture for
operating a game with master and slave devices, each having processors and memory.)
10.  Itkis discloses a game control device, (Fig. 2), for providing a game to a plurality of
communication terminals respectively used by a plurality of users, (Figs. 1, 3, showing a number

of user terminals and various games).
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11.  Itkis discloses the game control device communicating with the plurality of
communication terminals over a communication network and having a storage unit, (See Figs 1,
2 showing architecture for operating a game with master and slave devices, each having
processors and storage units).

12.  Ttkis discloses (a) grouping users into groups, (Itkis is explicit that users cooperate as a
team to accomplish a game objective and then split the award. {See Col. 5. Lines 44-60. A smart
card stores each user’s game data and awards, (Col. 1. Lines 65-68), thus also storing
information pertaining to joint player operation, i.e. the claimed correspondence of step (b).}

13.  Itkis discloses (c) transmitting a group event over a communication network so users in
the first group can cooperatively participate in the game, (See Col. 5. Lines 44-60, wherein the
game data is transmitted as shown in Figs 1/2.)

14.  Itkis discloses (d) storing a parameter value for each player, wherein it increases as the
user makes progress in the group event, (Examiner construes a parameter value as being the
number of game credits, either on the meter or accrued through play. Itkis is explicit regarding
maintaining game credits, {e.g. Col. 1. Lines 55-60.) As the player wins more games, the credits
increase thus the parameter value increases. The same is true in the joint or team play
embodiment of Col. 5. Lines 44-60.)

15.  Itkis discloses (e) monitoring progress and updating the parameter value, (Id., wherein as
game play progresses, the credit amount is adjusted thus the parameter value is updated.).

16. Itkis discloses the invention substantially but is not explicit concerning steps (f)-(i),
which require providing game pieces to each user, wherein the game pieces are required to

obtain a game item, storing allocation information, determining whether all required game pieces
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have been provided to the users, and allocating in memory the game item to a user when it is
determined that all required game pieces have been provided.

17.  In arelated invention, Kelly teaches a prize redemption system, (Abstract.) Specifically,
Kelly teaches an embodiment where game pieces in the form of tickets are provided to players,
(e.g. Fig. 6B showing a GUI screen indicating quantities of tickets.) The tickets are required to
obtain a physical prize, e.g. a game item. (See Fig. 6¢c.) Kelly stores the ticket and prize data in a
central memory, thus storing the claimed allocation information, (See e.g. Col. 18. Lines 34-39,
teaching an embodiment where physical prizes are mailed to players; thus requiring storage of
each player's ticket status to game item.)

18. Kelly teaches determining whether all required game pieces have been provided to the
users, (e.g. Fig. 6b, ticket exchange center determines whether and how many tickets have been
given to each user), and allocating in memory the game item to a user when it is determined that
all required game pieces have been provided, (e.g. Col. 18. Lines 34-39, teaching an embodiment
where physical prizes are mailed to players; thus requiring storage in memory of prize and game
piece, (ticket) status.)

19. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of
Applicant's invention to have modified Itkis with Kelly's prize redemption system for the
purpose of offering a wider selection of prizes and maintaining player interest.

20. Regarding the dependent claims:

21.  Regarding Claim 2: Itkis in view of Kelly discloses wherein in step (f), different game
pieces are respectively provided to the first plurality of users, (e.g. each user may earn different

credits thus accruing different numbers of tickets.)
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22, Regarding Claim 3: Itkis in view of Kelly discloses wherein in step (i), the game item is
allocated when it is determined that all the required game pieces have been provided within a
predetermined period of time, (the period of time is construed as the duration of the game, the
prize tickets are issued during the time period of one game, and (j) deleting the allocation
information from the storage unit when the predetermined period of time has elapsed, (When a
subsequent game session begins, the old ticket status is irrelevant and deleted.)
23.  Regarding Claim 5: Itkis in view of Kelly discloses (1) storing a ranking point to the first
group when it is determined that all the required game pieces have been provided, (e.g. Kelly
Fig. 6b, showing a ranking of player ticket status relative to another player); and (m) storing a
reward, (Id, wherein Kelly stores the number of tickets and how many tickets are required for a
reward item), to the first plurality of users in accordance with a total value of ranking points
given to the first group during a predetermined period of time, (i.e. during the game session
which comprises a predefined period of time.)

Allowable Subject Matter
24, Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and
any intervening claims.
25. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter:
The closest prior art, reflected above, is devoid of any suggestion to constrain the predetermined
period of time to include a period of time during which the event is taking place. Rather, the
prior art requires the redemption of game items and tickets to occur only after the event ends.

Conclusion
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26. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a).
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

27. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37

CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event,
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this
final action.

28. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to OMKAR DEODHAR whose telephone number is (571)272-
1647. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8AM - 4:30 PM.

29.  If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, David Lewis can be reached on 571-272-7673. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

30. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
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system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/OMKAR DEODHAR/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714
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Doc Code: A.NE.AFCP
Document Description: After Final Consideration Pilot Program Request

PTO/SB/434 (05-13

)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER THE
AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT PROGRAM 2.0

Practitioner Docket No.: Application No.: Filing Date:

078252 14/735,958 June 10, 2015

First Named Inventor: Title:

Kazu k| Oono GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTS CONSIDERATION UNDER THE AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT
PROGRAM 2.0 (AFCP 2.0) OF THE ACCOMPANYING RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.116.

1

The above-identified application is (i) an original utility, plant, or design nonprovisional application filed under
35 U.S.C. 111(a) [a continuing application (e.g., a continuation or divisional application) is filed under 35 U.S.C. 111{a) and is
eligible under (i)}, or {ii) an international application that has entered the national stage in compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371(c).

The above-identified application contains an outstanding final rejection.

Submitted herewith is a response under 37 CFR 1.116 to the outstanding final rejection. The response includes an
amendment to at least one independent claim, and the amendment does not broaden the scope of the independent claim in
any aspect.

This certification and request for consideration under AFCP 2.0 is the only AFCP 2.0 certification and request filed in
response to the outstanding final rejection.

Applicant is willing and available to participate in any interview requested by the examiner concerning the present response.
This certification and request is being filed electronically using the Office’s electronic filing system (EFS-Web).

Any fees that would be necessary consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under 37 CFR
1.116, e.g., extension of time fees, are being concurrently filed herewith. [There is no additional fee required to request
consideration under AFCP 2.0.]

By filing this certification and request, applicant acknowledges the following:

Reissue applications and reexamination proceedings are not eligible to participate in AFCP 2.0.
The examiner will verify that the AFCP 2.0 submission is compliant, i.e., that the requirements of the program have been met
(see items 1 to 7 above). For compliant submissions:

o The examiner will review the response under 37 CFR 1.116 to determine if additional search and/or consideration
(i) is necessitated by the amendment and (ii) could be completed within the time allotted under AFCP 2.0. If
additional search and/or consideration is required but cannot be completed within the allotted time, the examiner
will process the submission consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under
37 CFR 1.116, e.g., by mailing an advisory action.

o If the examiner determines that the amendment does not necessitate additional search and/or consideration, or if
the examiner determines that additional search and/or consideration is required and could be completed within
the allotted time, then the examiner will consider whether the amendment places the application in condition for
allowance (after completing the additional search and/or consideration, if required). If the examiner determines
that the amendment does not place the application in condition for allowance, then the examiner will contact the
applicant and request an interview.

=  The interview will be conducted by the examiner, and if the examiner does not have negotiation
authority, a primary examiner and/or supervisory patent examiner will also participate.

. If the applicant declines the interview, or if the interview cannot be scheduled within ten (10) calendar
days from the date that the examiner first contacts the applicant, then the examiner will proceed
consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under 37 CFR 1.116.

Signature Date
(/—-——m Sep. 26, 2016

Name

Practitioner

{Print/Typed) Registration No.

Raymond R. Tabandeh 43945

Note: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. Submit multiple

forms if more than one signature is required, see below*,

m * Total of forms are submitted.
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PATENT

RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.116
EXPEDITED PROCEDURE
EXAMINING GROUP 3714

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Nnitted to the United States
e 11:59 p.m. Pacific Time

| hereby certify that this correspondence is bding E
Patent and Trademark Office on September 6, 2
under the Rules of 37 CFR § 1.8.

Appl No. : 14/735,958 Confirmation No. 8539

Inventor : Kazuki Oono

Filed : June 10, 2015

Title . GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND
RECORDING MEDIUM

TC/A.U. . 3714

Examiner : Omkar A. Deodhar

Docket No. . 078252

Customer No. : 23363
AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL ACTION WITH AFCP

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents Post Office Box 29001
P.O. Box 1450 Glendale, CA 91209-9001

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 September 26, 2016
Commissioner:

In response to the Office action of August 9, 2016, please amend the above-
identified application as follows:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 2
of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper.
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Reply to Office action of August 9, 2016

Amendments to the Claims:

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application:

Listing of Claims:

1. (Currently Amended) A game control method carried out by a game control
device for providing a game to a plurality of communication terminals respectively used
by a plurality of users, the game control device communicating with the plurality of
communication terminals over a communication network and having a storage unit for
storing information for each of the plurality of users, the method comprising the steps of:

(a) grouping the plurality of users into one or more groups;

(b) storing a correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or more
groups in the storage unit;

(c) transmitting information over the communication network to initiate a group
event in which a first plurality of users forming a first group cooperatively participate in
the game;

(d) storing a parameter value for each of the plurality of users, wherein the
parameter value for a respective user is increased as the respective user makes
progress in the group event;

(e) monitoring progress of the group event and updating the parameter value for
each of the first plurality of users in accordance with the progress of the first group in
the group event;

(f) providing at least one of a plurality of game pieces to each of the first plurality
of users in the group event, based on the parameter value for the corresponding user ,
wherein the plurality of game pieces are required to obtain a game item;

(g) storing allocation information indicating which game piece has been provided

to which user, in the storage unit;
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(h) determining whether all the required game pieces have been provided to the
first plurality of users, based on the allocation information; and

(i) allocating in a memory, the game item to the first group or at least one of the
first plurality of users, when it is determined that all the required game pieces have been

provided within a predetermined period of time during which the group event is taking

place.

2. (Previously Presented) The game control method according to claim 1,
wherein in step (f), different game pieces are respectively provided to the first plurality of

users.

3. (Currently Amended)  The game control method according to claim 1,

—themethod further comprising eemprises-the step of

() deleting the allocation information from the storage unit when the

predetermined period of time has elapsed.

4. (Currently Amended)  The game control method according to claim 3,
further comprising the step of

(k) periodically causing an event to occur for providing one of the plurality of
game pieces to a user, wherein

in step (f), one of the plurality of game pieces is provided to one of the first

plurality of users in the event—and
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5. (Previously Presented) The game control method according to claim 1,
further comprising the steps of:

() storing a ranking point for the first group when it is determined that all the
required game pieces have been provided; and

(m) storing a reward for the first plurality of users in accordance with a total value

of ranking points for the first group during a predetermined period of time.

6. (Currently Amended) A game control device for providing a game to a
plurality of communication terminals respectively used by a plurality of users over a
communication network, the device comprising:

a storage unit for storing a correspondence between the plurality of users and
one or more groups, a parameter value for each of the plurality of users, wherein the
parameter value for a respective user is increased as the respective user makes
progress in the group event, and allocation information indicating which game piece has
been provided to which user;

a processor for grouping the plurality of users into one or more groups,
transmitting information over the communication network to initiate a group event in
which a first plurality of users forming a first group cooperatively participate in the game,
monitoring progress of the group event and updating the parameter value for each of
the first plurality of users in accordance with the progress of the first group in the group
event, and providing at least one of the plurality of game pieces to each of the first
plurality of users in the group event, based on the parameter value for the
corresponding user,

a determining unit for determining whether all the required game pieces have
been provided to the first plurality of users, based on the allocation information; and

a memory allocation unit for allocating in a memory, the game item to the first

group or at least one of the first plurality of users, when it is determined that all the

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 292



Appin No. 14/735,958
Amdt date September 26, 2016
Reply to Office action of August 9, 2016

required game pieces have been provided within a predetermined period of time during

which the group event is taking place.

7. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer readable recording medium
for storing a program that causes a processor of a game control device to execute a
process, the game control device providing a game to a plurality of communication
terminals respectively used by a plurality of users over a communication network, and
having a storage unit, the process comprising the steps of:

(a) grouping the plurality of users into one or more groups;

(b) storing a correspondence between the plurality of users and the one or more
groups in the storage unit;

(c) transmitting information over the communication network to initiate a group
event in which a first plurality of users forming a first group cooperatively participate in
the game;

(d) storing a parameter value for each of the plurality of users, wherein the
parameter value for a respective user is increased as the respective user makes
progress in the group event;

(e) monitoring progress of the group event and updating the parameter value for
each of the first plurality of users in accordance with the progress of the first group in
the group event;

(f) providing at least one of a plurality of game pieces to each of the first plurality
of users in the group event, based on the parameter value for the corresponding user ,
wherein the plurality of game pieces are required to obtain a game item;

(g) storing allocation information indicating which game piece has been provided
to which user, in the storage unit;

(h) determining whether all the required game pieces have been provided to the

first plurality of users, based on the allocation information; and
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(i) allocating in a memory, the game item to the first group or at least one of the
first plurality of users, when it is determined that all the required game pieces have been

provided within a predetermined period of time during which the group event is taking

place.
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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS

Claims 1-7 are currently pending. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, and 7 are amended herein.

Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base
claim and any intervening claims.

Claims 1-3 & 5-7 are rejected under pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being
unpatentable over ltkis (US 4,856,787) in view of Kelly (US 5,816,918).

Independent claims 1, 6 and 7 are amended to include the patentable limitation
of allowable claim 4. As the Examiner correctly states, the closes prior art "is devoid of
any suggestion to constrain the predetermine period of time to include a period of time
during which the event is taking place." (Office action, bottom of page 6.).

As a result, amended independent claims 1, 6 and 7, which include the
patentable limitation of "allocating in a memory, the game item to the first group or at
least one of the first plurality of users, when it is determined that all the required game
pieces have been provided within a predetermined period of time during which the
group event is taking place," are patentable over the cited references.

Dependent claims 2-5 are dependent from allowable independent claim 1 and
therefore include all the limitations of the allowable claim 1, and additional limitations
therein. Accordingly, claims 2-5 are also allowable over the cited references, as being
dependent from allowable independent claim 1 and for the additional limitations they

include therein.

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 295



Appin No. 14/735,958
Amdt date September 26, 2016
Reply to Office action of August 9, 2016

In view of the foregoing remarks and amendments, it is respectfully submitted
that this application is now in condition for allowance, and accordingly, reconsideration

and allowance are respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,
LEWIS ROCA ROTHGERBER CHRISTIE LLP

e

Raymond R. Tabandeh
Reg. No. 43,945
626/795-9900

By

RRT/cim

CLM PAS1441208.1-*-09/26/16 11:25 AM
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Patent and Trademark Office on September /26,
under the Rules of 37 CFR § 1.8.

PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER

ansmitted to the United States

reby certify that this correspondence is beiig\EFS-W§

osky
Inventor . Kazuki Oono Confirmation No. 8539
Application No. : 14/735,958
Filed : June 10, 2015
Title . GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND
RECORDING MEDIUM
Grp./Div. : 3714
Examiner : Omkar A. Deodhar
Docket No. . 078252
Commissioner for Patents Post Office Box 29001
P.O. Box 1450 Glendale, CA 91209-9001
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 September 26, 2016

Commissioner:

Enclosed is an amendment to the above-identified application.

CLAIMS AS AMENDED

Claims Highest
Remaining Number Number
After Previously Extra Large Entity Small Entity Micro Entity:
Amendment Paid For Claims Rate Rate Rate FEE
Total Claims 7 -0 % 20 =0 0 x $80.00 $40.00 $20.00 $0.00
Independent Claims O 3 =0 0 x $420.00 $210.00 $105.00 $0.00
Muiltiple Dependent Claims™~ $780.00 $390.00 $195.00 $0.00
Total Additional Fee $0.00

List Independe

nt Claims: 1,6, and 7

* If the "Highest Number of Total Claims Previously Paid For" is less than 20; enter "20" in this space

** If the "Hig

*** Pay this fee only when "Multiple Dependent Claims" are added for the first time

hest Number of Independent Claims Previously Paid For" is:less than 3, enter "3" in this space

X

No additional fee is required.
A Petition for Extension of Time and the required fee are enclosed.

Other enclosures: REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER THE AFTER FINAL
CONSIDERATION PILOT PROGRAM 2.0
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Amendment Transmittal Letter
Application No. 14/735,958

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17 which
may be required by or to give effect to this paper to Deposit Account No. 03-1728. Please show
our docket number with any charge or credit to our Deposit Account.

Respectfully submitted,

LEWIS ROCA ROTHGERBER CHRISTIE LLP

By o S fv\/:b
Raymond R. Tabandeh

Reg. No. 43,945
626/795-9900

RRT/clm

CLM PAS1441424.1-*-09/26/16 11:30 AM
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PTO/SB/06 (09-11)

Approved for use through 1/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART |

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD | ApPlicaiion or Docket Number | Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 14/735,958 06/10/2015 | [ To be Mailed
enTiTy: [XLARGE []smALL [] micro

(Column 1) (Column 2)
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)
L] asic Fee N/A N/A N/A
(87 GFR 1.16(a). (b). or (c))
D SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A
87 CFR116(K) (i) or (m)
D EXAMINATION FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) N/A N/A N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS ) N
37 CER 1.16(i minus 20 = X 8 =
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ’ N
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = X8 =
If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
m of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
ASF;PCLF\gAﬂISN SIZE FEE for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
( 18(s)) fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
[ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()
p—
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
— | 09/26/2016 | nrren PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
= [mgeer |7 vinus | -+ 20 -0 x $80 - 0
A EE EE vinus | -3 - 0 x 5420 - 0
<§( l:l Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
[:l FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL ADD’L FEE 0
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
AFTER PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
— AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Z || Total z7cFr N ) "
Y R Minus = X$ =
Independent N ) e
= | Geeencen) Minus - xs -
E D Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
=
<C |:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3.
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.

TOTAL ADD’L FEE

LIE
/POLIN ANG/

The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WW\V.USP[O.gOV

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

| EXAMINER |
23363 7590 10/12/2016
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP DEODHAR, OMKAR A
PO BOX 29001
Glendale, CA 91209-9001 | ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
3714
DATE MAILED: 10/12/2016
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO.
14/735,958 06/10/2015 Kazuki Oono 78252/A400 8539

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $960 $0 30 $960 01/12/2017

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (f required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

Page 1 of 3
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
apé)ropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
indicated unl?ss oorrfecled below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) apers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
Eave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

23,363 7590 . 10,/ 1272016 I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
PO BOX 29001 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

Glendale, CA 91209-9001

(Depositor's name)

(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
14/735,958 06/10/2015 Kazuki Oono 78252/A400 8539
TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM
I APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $960 $0 30 $960 01/12/2017

I EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
DEODHAR, OMKAR A 3714 463-040000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). . 1
(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
[ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. \ . . . 2
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.
3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assilgnee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) | Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
[ Advance Ocder - # of Copies [ The director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credits any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

a Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

a Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

a Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro

entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CER 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date
Typed or printed name Registration No.
Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (10-13) Approved for use through 10/31/2013. OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WW\V.USP[O.gOV

I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/735,958 06/10/2015 Kazuki Oono 78252/A400 8539
| EXAMINER |
23363 7590 10/12/2016
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP DEODHAR, OMKAR A
PO BOX 29001
Glendale, CA 91209-9001 | ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |

3714

DATE MAILED: 10/12/2016

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the
requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See
Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer
providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to
provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant
approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the
patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term
adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, it the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
14/735,958 OONO, KAZUKI
: il i i AlA (First Inventor to File)
Notice of Allowability gﬁH'F‘{eBEODHAR 9;‘12"“ Status
No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.
1. X This communication is responsive to 9/26/2016.
Oa declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on .

2. [ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-7. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4. [X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:
a)X Al b)[] Some *c)[] None of the:
1. X Certified copies of the priotity documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

[ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. [] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’'s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [] Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. [ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. [] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date

3. [0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [] Other .

of Biological Material
4. [ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

/OMKAR DEODHAR/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date
20160928
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | | 735955 OONO. KAZUKI
OMKAR DEODHAR 3714
CPC
Symbol Type Version
AB3F F 2014-09-02
AB3F | 2014-09-02
AB3F | 2014-09-02
AB3F | 2014-09-02
AB3F | 2014-09-02
AB3F | 2014-09-02
AB3F | 2014-09-02
CPC Combination Sets
Symbol Type Set Ranking Version
NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
7
(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/OMKAR DEODHAR/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3714 09/28/2016 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20160928
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Issue Classification

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

14735958 OONO, KAZUKI
OMKAR DEODHAR 3714
US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
CLASS SUBCLASS CLAIMED NON-CLAIMED
A 6 F 13/12 (2006.01.01)
CROSS REFERENCE(S)
CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)
NONE

Total Claims Allowed:

7

(Assistant Examiner) (Date)

/OMKAR DEODHAR/

Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3714 09/28/2016 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20160928
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | | 735955 OONO, KAZUKI

OMKAR DEODHAR 3714
X Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant O CPA O T O R147

Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original
NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
7

(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/OMKAR DEODHAR/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3714 09/28/2016 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20160928
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Page 1 of 1

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uSpto.gov

BIB DATA SHEET
CONFIRMATION NO. 8539

GROUP ART UNIT
3714

CLASS
463

SERIAL NUMBER
14/735,958

FILING or 371(c)
DATE
06/10/2015
RULE

ATTORNEY DOCKET
78252/A400

APPLICANTS
GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN

INVENTORS
Kazuki Oono, Minato-ku, JAPAN;

** CONTINUING DATA *+**rsssssnrmsriinsinink
This application is a DIV of 14/198,411 03/05/2014 PAT 9079107

*k FOREIGN APPLICATIONS dkkkkhkkkdkkdhkhkhkhhkhhkhkhkdhhhkd
JAPAN 2013-049388 03/12/2013
JAPAN 2013-202682 09/27/2013
JAPAN 2013-262855 12/19/2013

** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED **
06/19/2015

Foreign Priority claimed

aYes D No

STATE OR

D Met after
Allowance

COUNTRY
JAPAN

35 USC 119(a-d) conditions met BYes (| No
Verified and /OMKAR A

SHEETS
DRAWINGS

12

TOTAL

CLAIMS

INDEPENDENT
CLAIMS

3

DEODHAR/

Examiner's Signature Initials

Acknowledged
ADDRESS

Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP
PO BOX 29001

Glendale, CA 91209-9001

UNITED STATES

TITLE
GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDIUM

|0 Al Fees |
|0 1.16 Fees (Filing) |
|EI 1.17 Fees (Processing Ext. of time) ‘
U 1.18 Fees (Issue)
Q Other

Q Credit

FEES: Authority has been given in Paper
to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT
for following:

FILING FEE
RECEIVED |No.
1600 No.

BIB (Rev. 05/07).
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination
Search Notes 14735958 OONO, KAZUKI
OMKAR DEODHAR 3714
CPC- SEARCHED
Symbol Date Examiner
a63f13/12 3/3/2016 oD
g07f17/32 8/4/2016 OD
CPC COMBINATION SETS - SEARCHED
Symbol Date Examiner
US CLASSIFICATION SEARCHED
Class Subclass Date Examiner
SEARCH NOTES
Search Notes Date Examiner
Tailored CPC updated search to focus on prize redemption systems per 8/4/2016 oD
the amended language
INTERFERENCE SEARCH
US Class/ US Subclass / CPC Group Date Examiner
CPC Symbol
a63f 13/12 9/28/2016 oD

/OMKAR DEODHAR/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3714

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. : 20160928
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OK TO ENTER: /O.A.D/

PATENT

RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.116
EXPEDITED PROCEDURE
EXAMINING GROUP 3714

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Nnitted to the United States
e 11:59 p.m. Pacific Time

| hereby certify that this correspondence is bding E
Patent and Trademark Office on September 6, 2
under the Rules of 37 CFR § 1.8.

Appl No. : 14/735,958 Confirmation No. 8539

Inventor : Kazuki Oono

Filed : June 10, 2015

Title . GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND
RECORDING MEDIUM

TC/A.U. . 3714

Examiner : Omkar A. Deodhar

Docket No. . 078252

Customer No. : 23363
AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL ACTION WITH AFCP

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents Post Office Box 29001
P.O. Box 1450 Glendale, CA 91209-9001

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 September 26, 2016
Commissioner:

In response to the Office action of August 9, 2016, please amend the above-
identified application as follows:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on page 2
of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper.
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EAST Search History

EAST Search History

EAST Search History (Prior Art)

EASTSearchHistory.14735958_AccessibleVersion.htm[9/28/2016 3:09:29 PM]

Ref jHits \Search Query DBs Default Plurals §iTime
# Operator : Stamp
L1 {17683 {ig07{17/32.cpc. us- OR OFF 2016/09/28
PGPUB; 15:08
USPAT :
2 #6540 ia63f13/12.cpc. us- OR OFF 2016/09/28
PGPUB; 15:08
USPAT ;
S1 1149333 {a63f$$.cpc. us- OR OFF 2014/11/04
PGPUB; 16:09
USPAT ;
2 i St and (oono.in. umeya.in.) and game us- OR ON 2014/11/04
with piece.cim. PGPUB; 16:10
USPAT :
S3 ("20110124415").PN. us- OR HON 2014/11/04
PGPUB; 16:11
USPAT
A 25 (register login logon) with human with us- OR HON 2014/11/05
robot PGPUB; 10:07
USPAT
S5 0 (register login logon) with human with us- OR JON 2014/11/05
robot with verify$3 PGPUB; 10:07
USPAT
S6 i1 "7945952" .pn. us- OR JON 2014/11/05
PGPUB; 10:09
USPAT
S7 42 "20080318678" us- OR ON 2014/11/05
PGPUB; 10:13
USPAT
S8 2 "20100203953" us- OR ON 2014/11/05
PGPUB; 10:18
USPAT
S9 149333 {|a63f$3$.cpc. us- OR OFF 2014/11/05
PGPUB; 10:27
USPAT
S10 {0 9 and award with (gathering) with items §US- OR ON 2014/11/05
with (team group) PGPUB; 10:27
USPAT !
S11 40 S9 and award with (gather$3 collect$3) us OR ON 2014/11/05
with items with (team group) PGPUB; 10:27
USPAT :
S12 0 S9 and (reward award) with (gather$3 us- OR ON 2014/11/05
collect$3) with items with (team group) PGPUB; 10:28
USPAT :
S$13 4161 S9 and (reward award) with (gather$3 us- OR ON 2014/11/05
collect$3) with items PGPUB; 10:28
USPAT :
S14 18096 {aB3f13/12.cpc. us- OR OFF 2016/03/03
PGPUB; 10:13
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EAST Search History

L] Jusear_| L
S15 i1 ("20110124415").PN. us OR OFF 2016/03/03
PGPUB; 10:17
USPAT §
S16 {3 (oono.in. umeya.in.) and game.clm. us- OR ON 2016/03/03
PGPUB; 10:18
USPAT i
S$17 $90 (oono.in. umeya.in.) and (game gaming  {US- OR ON 2016/03/03
power card).clm. PGPUB; 10:23
USPAT :
S18 i3 (oono.in. umeya.in.) and (game us- OR ON 2016/03/03
gaming).clm. PGPUB; 10:23
USPAT ;
S19 §2 itkis.in. and concurrent with game us- OR ON 2016/03/03
PGPUB; 10:25
USPAT :
S20 i1 "9079107".pn. us OR SOFF 2016/08/03
PGPUB; 12:30
USPAT
S21 i "4856787".pn. us OR JOFF 2016/08/04
PGPUB; 10:05
_{USPAT ;
S22 2 "20110124415" us- OR JOFF 2016/08/04
PGPUB; 10:06
USPAT
S23 {172 kelly.in. and prize with redemption and us- OR JOFF 2016/08/04
ticket PGPUB; 10:11
USPAT
9/28/2016 3:09:26 PM
C:\ Users\ odeodhar\ Documents\ EAST\ Workspaces\ 14735958.wsp
EASTSearchHistory.14735958_AccessibleVersion.htm[9/28/2016 3:09:29 PM]
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PART B - FEES) TRANSMITTAL
Camplete and send this forn, together with applicable fee(s), tor Mall Mail Stop ISSUE FEE

L{)mam\sx()nei- for Patenis

PO, Box 1

Aiexandrxa, Vuginia 22313-345¢
or¥Fax (371)-273-2888

y should be used for irans
ndence including the
wooF dirested olhrm

g the ISSUE FEE
. advance ordees and potification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the curcent COETEs|
i Block 1, by (@) specitving o new vorrespondence address; andior (b; indigating 2 separate "k

,hwc

PUBLICATION PEE (if required) Plocks 1 through 5 should be completed

ook for woy change of widnss)

27463

7890 2016
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP
PO ROX 29001

Glendale, CA 91209-9001

for. domestic muilings of the
for any cther srcompanying
ot o5 formal d

Kote:- A certificate of ax lmg can o shy 1» ,is d
1*»‘,"(5} lr.mirmuaj, hL fi

FI00.
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elass mail in an envelope
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29] T73288S, on fi'w date Tndicawed befow,

fransmitted 1o rju 1 81‘10 ’p
Vickie D. Wail
Nickie D, Wall/
Dacember 22, 2016 (e-filad)

Depositor’s nines

(Signatare)

(Dhase)

g AFFLICATION NO. E FILING BATE 5 FIRST MAMED INVERTOR E STTORKEY DOCEET MO, i CONFIRMATION NO, ]
01072615 Kazki Quno TR2§2UAS0 8835
TION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, (GAME i CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING MEDHUM
i APRLN, TYPE I ENTITY i im.:)auc,mom T DUE ] PREV. PAI IS0 FEE | TOTAL BERIE DU DATE BUB
nonprivisional UNDISOO $960 50 50 $960 07122017
§ EXAMINER } AREUNIT § CLASS-SUBCLASS ;
DEQDHAR, GMKAR A 3754 463-040000
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{

TR 1.262).
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PTOMAEMAT: Rev Y2 or more vecer) attached. Use of a Custoner
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2. For printing on the pateat front page. list

Lewis Rana Rothgerber Chiistie LLP
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THE PATENT (print or typ}
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(B) RESIRENCE {CTTY and 3TATE OR OOGUNTRY)

C} Individual KE Corparation or other private gronp entity B Government
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& Paywent by credit card. ¥
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L2 Applicant certifving micro entity stats. See 37-CFR 1.29

3 Applicant asserting small entity status, See 37 CFR 1.27
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Authorized Signaturs N Ceie — Dujfe _Dgoember22, 2076 -~
Typed or pri Raymand R. Tabandeh Registration No. 43,845
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 14735958

Filing Date: 10-Jun-2015

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING

MEDIUM
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Kazuki Oono
Filer: Raymond R. Tabandeh/Vickie D. Wall
Attorney Docket Number: 78252/A400
Filed as Large Entity
Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suﬂ;l’;(tsa)l in
Basic Filing:
Pages:
Claims:
Miscellaneous-Filing:
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE 1501 1 960 960
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suﬂ;l’g(tsa)l in
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Printed copy of patent - no color 8001 3 3 9
Total in USD ($) 969
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 27880062
Application Number: 14735958
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 8539

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME CONTROL DEVICE, AND RECORDING

MEDIUM
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Kazuki Oono
Customer Number: 23363

Filer:

Raymond R. Tabandeh/Vickie D. Wall

Filer Authorized By:

Raymond R. Tabandeh

Attorney Docket Number: 78252/A400
Receipt Date: 22-DEC-2016
Filing Date: 10-JUN-2015
Time Stamp: 17:51:09

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type CARD
Payment was successfully received in RAM $969

RAM confirmation Number

122316INTEFSW17543300

Deposit Account

031728

Authorized User

Raymond Tabandeh

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

37 CFR 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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File Listing:

Document - . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
1248462
1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) 78252_lssueFeeTrans.pdf no 1
0412c702470a1466ad7f455d 2f5984c2d b8
Warnings:
Information:
32735
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
ca2127e7f3576de3537666ba117cfb1c6500)
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes)1 1281197

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW. .“SP[O. gov

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
14/735,958 02/07/2017 9561439 78252/A400 8539
23363 7590 01/18/2017
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP
PO BOX 29001

Glendale, CA 91209-9001

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Kazuki Oono, Minato-ku, JAPAN;
GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.

IR103 (Rev. 10/09)
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