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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for inter-domain routing of calls in 
a network, where the network represents a first wide area 
network. A routing node of the network advertises its access 
to a range of addresses in a second wide area network and 
a cost for access to the range of addresses to all adjacent 
nodes in the network. Each of the adjacent nodes inserts an 
entry in its own routing table associating access to the range 
of addresses in the second wide area network with the 
network address of the routing node and the cost for access. 
Each adjacent node then modifies the cost for access by 
adding its own cost and advertises its access to the range of 
addresses in the second wide area network and the modified 
cost for access to all of its adjacent nodes. When a call 
addressed to a destination address in the range of address in 
the second wide area network is received at each node of the 
network, then the node searches for the entry in its routing 
table corresponding to the range of addresses in the second 
wide area network having the lowest cost for access and 
connects the call to the adjacent node associated with the 
entry having the lowest cost. The routing node can also 
advertise one or more protocol types which it can support, 
where the protocol types are associated with the routing 
node in the routing table in each adjacent node and a call 
having a given protocol type is also routed at each node of 
the network based upon its protocol type. 
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