
(19) United States 
US 20010055974A1 

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2001/0055974 A1 
Bates et al. (43) Pub. Date: Dec. 27, 2001 

(54) TELEPHONE SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR 
SELECTIVELY RINGING ONE OR MORE 
LAND PHONES OR PORTABLE PHONES 
BASED ON THE SELF-DETECTED 
GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION OFA 
PORTABLE PHONE 

(76) Inventors: Cary Lee Bates, Rochester, MN (US); 
Jeffrey Michael Ryan, Byron, MN 
(US); John Matthew Santosuosso, 
Rochester, MN (US) 

Correspondence Address: 
MARTIN & ASSOCIATES, LLC 
PO BOX 548 
CARTHAGE, MO 64836-0548 (US) 

(21) Appl. No.: 09/759,784 

(22) Filed: Jan. 12, 2001 

1 OO 

Microphone 

Antenna 11 O 

150 

Processor 

210 

POSition 
Detector 

220 

Related U.S. Application Data 

(63) Continuation-in-part of application No. 09/591,331, 
filed on Jun. 9, 2000. 

Publication Classification 

(51) Int. Cl. ................................................... H04Q 7/20 
(52) U.S. Cl. ............................................ 455/456; 455/445 
(57) ABSTRACT 
A portable phone is equipped with a position detector that 
detects the geographical position of the portable phone, and 
a telephone System may ring one or more land-based phones 
or portable phones according to the geographical position of 
the portable phone. One or more geographical regions are 
defined, with corresponding telephone parameters defined 
for each region. When a portable phone enters a defined 
region, exits a defined region, or changes between two 
defined regions, the function of one or more land-based 
phones or portable phones may change. The preferred 
embodiments thus allow changing the function of one or 
more other phones based on the Self-detected geographical 
position of a portable phone. In this manner the convenience 
of using portable phones is greatly enhanced. 
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