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[57] ABSTRACT

An embodiment of the present invention provides an effi-
cient and robust way to incorporate new installation scripts
into an existing operating system in order to install and
reboot a system using a new platform specific kernel and
new device specific drivers. The embodiment determines the
platform architecture of the system and stores it in an
address space of an existing operating system kernel. The
embodiment also pre-processes a file with dynamic entries
in order to generate device independent package names. If
the platform architecture type stored in each package
matches the platform architecture type stored in the kernel
address space then the file system is used to install the files
from the package onto the system. The existing operating
system then reboots the system using the installed platform
specific kernel.

16 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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