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[54] METHOD OF REMOTELY INSTALLING [57] ABSTRACT

SORRECTLY FROM A CENTRAL A method for remote installation of software over a
computer networkallows a user to interactively select

[75] Inventor: Stephen M.Platt, Ft. Collins, Colo. each remote computer system fot software installation,. or to provide a file containingalist o remote com-
[73] Assignee: Hewlett-Packard Company, Palo puter systems. Before attempting to install the software,

Alto, Calif. the method ensures that the remote system can be
[21] Appl. No.: 171,498 reached through the network, that the remote system

has the capability of running processes remotely, that
[22] Filed: Dec, 22, 1993 the remote system has all the commands necessary to
[51] Tint, CVS ooeccescssestssccsescsesssensccccessecenneee GO6F 13/00_Perform theinstallation, that the remote system has the
[52] WS. CD. ceeccccccssssssnsssseseseseeeeseeees 395/600; 395/200; correct hardware and software to support theinstalla-

395/650; 364/DIG.1 tion, and that sufficient disk space exists on the remote
[58] Field of Search ...............0- 395/600, 650, 200|computer system for the installation. The method then

combinesall files that are being remotely installed into
[56] References Cited a single data stream, sends this single data stream over

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS the network to the remote computer system, and sepa-

5,155,847 10/1992 Kirouac et ale sacssssessssoen 395/600 eme data stream into theoriginal files on the remote
Primary Examiner—Thomas G. Black
Assistant Examiner—Peter Y. Wang 16 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets .
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