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[57] ABSTRACT

The present invention provides for automatically installing
software on heterogeneous client computer systems. In a
distributed system having heterogeneous computer systems
of different natural languages. different operating system
types, and/or different processor types, the present invention
automatically installs the appropriate edition of software
onto client computers. The present invention installs an
edition of software appropriate for execution on a particular
processor type. with a particular operating system type and
in a particular natural language by utilizing commands
specific to an operating system type. The present invention
automatically installs software in responseto the availability
of a new version of the software. a change in the operating
system of the client computer, a change in the associated
natural language of the client computer, or in response to
input of the administrator of the distributed system.

29 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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