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A status bar characterized by a template generated indepen 
dently of an application program and displayed on a com 
puter screen in contact with an application window. The 
template carries at least one active area that can include an 
icon for controlling the application program or an area 
which displays information generated by the application 
program. Alternatively, or additionally, the active area can 
include "global functions' of the computer system. A 
method for providing a status bar is characterized by the 
steps of creating a status bar template having at least one 
area to be activated, activating at least one area to create a 
status bar, and displaying the status bar on a computer screen 
in contact with an associated application window displayed 
on the computer screen. The step of creating a status bar 
template can include the steps of creating a plurality of status 
bar templates, one of which is chosen to be attached to a 
particular application window. 
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