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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
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Application No.

. 15/253,964
Response to Rule 312 Communication

Applicant(s)

ATOBE, HIROHIKO

Examiner

PIERRE E. ELISCA

Art Unit

3716

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address —

1. X The amendment filed on 21 February 2017 under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been:

a)[] entered.

b) X entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention.

c) [ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee.

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.313(c)(1) and

the required fee to withdraw the application from issue.
d) [ disapproved. See explanation below.

e) [ entered in part. See explanation below.

/PIERRE E. ELISCA/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-271 (Rev. 04-01) Reponse to Rule 312 Communication

Part of Paper No. 20170301
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In the Claims

1. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer readable recording medium
storing game program code instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do
battle, and when the game program code instructions are executed by a computer, the game
program code instructions cause the computer to perform:

a data storage function of storing a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels
that the first user pesesses possesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of
panels that the second user pesesses possesses;

a panel selection function of selecting one or more panels to be disposed in one or more
divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by the divisions, from the
first panel database and the second panel database;

a panel layout function of disposing the panels selected by the panel selection function in
the divisions; and |

a screen display control function of displaying the game display screen on a screen
display unit, wherein

the data storage function further stores points set for the first user, which are decreased by
disposing a panel,

the panel selection function selects a panel from the first panel database according to the
points set for the first user,

the divisions include a division where a panel selected from the first panel database is
allowed to be disposed and a division where a panel selected from the second panel database is
allowed to be disposed, and

the panel layout function disposes the panel selected by the panel selection function in a

target division when the panel is allowed to be disposed in the target division.

2. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1, causing a computer to
further perform a division execution function of executing the divisions in which the panels are

disposed by the panel layout function in predetermined order.

3. (Original)  The recording medium according to claim 2, wherein the

predetermined order is determined based on arrangement, shapes, and/or sizes of the panels.

Supercell
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4, (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1, causing a computer to
further perform a division execution function of executing the divisions in which the panels are
disposed by the panel layout function, based on panel information indicating characteristics of

the panels disposed in the divisions.

5. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of

panels are given according to progress of the game.

6. (Original) The recording medium storing the game program according to claim 2,
causing a computer to further perform:
an emphasized display function of emphasizing and displaying the panels disposed in the

divisions executed by the division execution function.

7. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 4, wherein the panel

information includes information regarding a size of each panel.

8. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 4,
wherein the panel information includes information regarding a capability of each panel,

and

strength of the capability corresponds to the size of each panel.

9. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the display

region is divided by a plurality of turns.

10. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein each of the

panels displays a still image.

11.  (Currently Amended) The recording medium according to claim 1,
wherein each of the divisions further pesesses possesses a text display portion for

displaying texts, and

Supercell
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the text display portion is displayed to overlap the panel disposed in the division.

12. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1,

wherein each of the divisions has a frame portion, and

a frame portion of a division in which a panel selected from the first panel database is
disposed, and a frame portion of a division in which a panel selected from the second panel

database is disposed, are constructed in different colors.

13. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein a configuration

of the divisions is changed according to progress of the game.

14.  (Currently Amended) A game processing method for a game in which a first user
and a second user join battles, and when executed by a computer, the game processing method
causes the computer to perform:

a data storage step of storing a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that
the first user pesesses possesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels
that the second user pesesses possesses;

a panel selection step of selecting one or more panels, which are to be disposed in one or
more divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by the divisions, from
the first panel database and the second panel database;

a panel layout step of disposing the panels selected by the panel selection step in the
divisions; and

a screen display control step of displaying the game display screen on a screen display
unit, wherein

the data storage step further stores points set for the first user, which are decreased by
disposing a panel,

the panel selection step selects a panel from the first panel database according to the
points set for the first user,

the divisions include a division where a panel selected from the first panel database is
allowed to be disposed and a division where a panel selected from the second panel database is

allowed to be disposed, and
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the panel layout step disposes the panel selected by the panel selection step in a target

division in a case where the panel is allowed to be disposed in the target division.

15. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus that controls a game
in which a first user and a second user do battle, comprising:

a server apparatus or user terminal, comprising;

a data storage unit that stores a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that
the first user pesesses possesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels
that the second user pesesses possesses; and

a control unit,

wherein the control unit includes:

a screen display control section that displays a game display screen that includes a
display region formed by one or more divisions, on a screen display unit;

a panel selection section that selects panels to be disposed in the divisions of the display
region, from the first panel database and the second panel database; and

a panel layout section that disposes the panels selected by the panel selection section in
the divisions, wherein

the data storage unit further stores points set for the first user, which are decreased by
disposing a panel,

the panel selection section selects a panel from the first panel database according to the
points set for the first user,

the divisions include a division where a panel selected from the first panel database is
allowed to be disposed and a division where a panel selected from the second panel database is
allowed to be disposed, and

the panel layout section disposes the panel selected by the panel selection section in a

target division when the panel is allowed to be disposed in the target division.
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In the Specification

A substitute specification (Marked-Up) is enclosed with the amendments to the

specification, together with a substitute specification (Clean Copy).
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit . 3716 Customer No.: 035811
Examiner . Pierre E. Elisca

Serial No. . 15/253,964 Docket No.: GII-15-1055CON
Filed : September 1, 2016

Inventor : Hirohiko Atobe Confirmation No.: 2313

Title : STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME

: PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING
: METHOD, AND INFORMATION

: PROCESSING APPARATUS
Dated: February 21, 2017

AMENDMENT AFTER ALLOWANCE

Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

Prior to issuance, the Applicant amends the application as follows:

EAST\140102839.1
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Hirohiko Atobe

Customer Number:

35811

Filer:
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Filing Date: 01-SEP-2016
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.

Supercell

Exhibit 1007

Page 18



SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION (Marked-Up)

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD,

AND INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[06001] This application is a continuation application of US Serial No. 14/291,358 that claims
the benefit of JP 2013-116039, filed on May 31, 2013, JP 2013-268385, filed on December 26,
2013, and JP 2014-42491, filed on March 5, 2014. The entire content of JP 2013-116039, JP

2013-268385 and JP 2004-42491 is hereby incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] This disclosure relates to a storage medium storing a game program, a game process-
ing method, and an information processing apparatus and, in particular, to a storage medium
storing a game program and a game processing method of a game in which a plurality of char-

acters battle against each other, and an information processing apparatus that controls the game.

BACKGROUND

f0003] In recent years, with the spread of electronic apparatuses such as smart phones and
tablets, games played on these electronic apparatuses have been actively developed.

10004 As an example of such a game, there is a card game in which the user plays against
other users or against the computer using cards collected in the game.

[0005] Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2007-252696 discloses a

technique regarding the card game described above. According to that technique, the user

EAST\140102773.1
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configures a deck with cards used in a play which is selected from a plurality of cards that the
user owns, and plays a rock-paper-scissors game or the like with an opponent using the deck.

[0006] Such a card game system is familiar to many users today. However, since the use of
a two-dimensional card in the battle scene is sometimes boring, there have been calls for

improvement.

SUMMARY

[0607] It could therefore be helpful to provide a storage medium storing a game program and
a game processing method of a game that gives a user a high visual effect, and an information
processing apparatus that controls the game.

[0008] My storage medium stores a game program for a game in which first and second
characters do battle, The game program causes a computer to realize: a data storage function of
storing a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character pesesses
possesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second
character posesses possesses; a panel selection function of selecting panels to be disposed in
frames of a game display screen including a display region formed by one or more frames, from
the first and second panel databases; a panel layout function of placing the panels selected by the
panel selection function in the frames; a screen display control function of displaying the game
display screen on a screen display unit; and a frame execution function of executing the frames
in which the panels are disposed by the panel layout function in predetermined order.

[0009] The predetermined order may be determined based on arrangement, shapes, and/or

sizes of the panels.
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[0010] My storage medium stores a game program that is for a game in which first and
second characters do battle. The game program causes a computer {o realize: a data storage
function of storing a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character
posesses possesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the
second character pesesses possesses; a panel selection function of selecting panels to be disposed
in frames of a game display screen including a display region formed by one or more frames,
from the first and second panel databases; a panel layout function of placing the panels selected
by the panel selection function in the frames; a screen display control function of displaying the
game display screen on a screen display unit; and a frame execution function of executing the
frames in which the panels are disposed by the panel layout function, based on panel information
indicating characteristics of the panels disposed in the frames.

[0011] The first character may be a user, the second character may be an enemy of the user,
and the user and the enemy may play as a friend and a foe.

[0012] The first character may be a user, the second character may be a friend of the user,
and the user and the friend may play as friends.

[0013] The plurality of panels may be given according to progress of the game.

[0014] The storage medium storing a game program described above may cause a computer
to further realize an emphasized display function of emphasizing and displaying the panels
disposed in the frames executed by the frame execution function,

[0015]  The panel information may include information regarding the size of each panel.
[0016] The panel information may include information regarding the capability of each
panel, and the strength of the capability may correspond to the size of each panel.

[0017] The display region may be divided by a plurality of turns.
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[0018] Each of the panels may display a still image.

[0019] Each of the frames may further have a text display portion that displays texts, and the
text display portion may be displayed to overlap the panel disposed in the frame.

[0020] Each of the frames may have a frame portion, and a frame portion of a frame, in
which a panel selected from the first panel database is disposed, and a frame portion of a frame,
in which a panel selected from the second panel database is disposed, may be constructed in
different colors.

[0021] My game processing method is for a game in which first and second characters do
battle. The game processing method causes a computer to execute: a data storage step of storing
a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character pesesses possesses,
and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character pesesses
possesses; a panel selection step of selecting panels to be disposed in frames of a game display
screen including a display region formed by one or more frames, from the first and second panel
databases; a panel layout step of placing the panels selected in the panel selection step in the
frames; a screen display control step of displaying the game display screen on a screen display
unit; and a frame execution step of executing the frames, in which the panels are disposed in the
panel layout step, in predetermined order.

[0022] My game processing method ié for a game in which first and second characters do
battle. The game processing method causes a computer to execute: a data storage step of storing
a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character pesesses possesses,
and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character pesesses
possesses; a panel selection step of selecting panels to be disposed in frames of a game display

screen includ-ing a display region formed by one or more frames, from the first and second panel
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databases; a panel layout step of placing the panels selected in the panel selection step in the
frames; a screen display control step of displaying the game display screen on a screen display
unit; and a frame execution step of executing the frames in which the panels are disposed in the
panel layout step, based on panel information indicating characteristics of the panels disposed in
the frames.

[0023] My information processing apparatus is an information processing apparatus that
controls a game in which first and second characters do battle. The information processing
apparatus includes: a data storage unit that stores a first panel database that includes a plurality
of panels that the first character posesses possesses, and a second panel database that includes a
plurality of panels that the second character pesesses possesses; and a control unit. The control
unit includes: a screen display control section that displays a game display screen that includes a
display region formed by one or more frames on a screen display unit; a panel selection section
that selects panels to be disposed in the frames of the display region, from the first and second
panel databases; a panel layout section that places the panels selected by the panel selection
section in the frames; and a frame execution section that executes the frames, in which the panels
are disposed by the panel layout section, in predetermined order.

[0024] My information processing apparatus controls a game in which first and second
characters do battle. The information processing apparatus includes: a data storage unit that
stores a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character posesses
possesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second
character pesesses possesses; and a control unit. The control unit includes: a screen display
control section that displays a game display screen that includes a display region formed by one

or more frames on a screen display unit; a panel selection section that selects panels to be
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disposed in the frames of the display region, from the first and second panel databases; a panel

layout section that places the panels selected by the panel selection section in the frames; and a

frame execution section that executes the frames in which the panels are disposed by the panel

layout section, based on panel information indicating characteristics of the panels disposed in the

frames.

[0025]

According to the storage medium, the game processing method, and the information

processing apparatus, it is possible to provide a game that gives a user a high visual effect,

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026]
[0027]
apparatus.
[0028]
[0029]
[0030]
[0031]
[0032]
[0033]
[0034]
[0035]
[0036]

[0037]

Fig. 1 is a flowchart showing an example of a game program.

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of an information processing

Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a game display screen.
Fig, 4 is a schematic diagram showing an example of the game display screen.
Figs. 5A and 5B are schematic diagrams showing examples of a panel.

Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram showing an example of the panel.

Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

Fig. 8 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

Fig. 9 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

Figs. 11A and 11B are schematic diagrams explaining examples of the game.

Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game,
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0038] A game program according to examples will be described with reference to the
accompanying diagrams,

[0039] The game program is for a game in which the first and second characters battle
against each other, and causes a computer to realize a data storage function, a panel selection
function, a panel layout function, a screen display control function, and an emphasized display
function.

[0040] Fig. 1 is a flowchart showing an example of a game program 100.

[0041] Using the data storage function, a first panel database including a plurality of panels
that the first character pesesses possesses and a second panel database including a plurality of
panels that the second character pesesses possesses are stored (STEP 110). This function can be
realized by a data storage unit to be described later.

[0042] Using the panel selection function, panels to be disposed in frames of the game
display screen including a battle display region formed by one or more frames are selected from
the first panel database including a plurality of panels that the first character pesesses possesses
and the second panel database including a plurality of panels that the second character pesesses
possesses (STEP 120). This function can be realized by a panel selection section to be described
later.

[0043] Using the panel layout function, the panels selected by the panel selection function
are disposed in the frames (STEP 130). This function can be realized by a panel layout section
to be described later.

[0044] Using the screen display control function, the game display screen is displayed on a

screen display unit (STEP 140). The screen display unit receives a signal output from a screen
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display control section of an information processing apparatus, which will be described later.
For example, a display device provided in a user terminal can be used. In addition, it is possible
to use a touch panel type display that also serves as an input unit to be described later. This
function can be realized by the screen display control section to be described later.

[0045] Using the emphasized display function, the panel disposed by the panel layout func-
tion is emphasized and displayed on the screen display unit based on the panel information indi-
cating the characteristics of the panel (STEP 150). “Emphasized display” refers to displaying a
specific panel of the panels disposed in the frames noticeably compared with the other panels.
As examples of emphasized display, it is possible to display a movie or display a frame to sur-
round the panel. This function can be realized by an emphasized display section to be described
later.

[0046] The pame program can be executed in a server apparatus or a user terminal fo
perform each process of the game described above. In addition, the game program can be
provided in a state where the game program is recorded on a computer-readable recording
medium., Recording media is not particularly limited as long as the recording media can be read
by the computer such as a CD-ROM and a DVD.

[0047] Next, a game processing method according to an example will be described.

[0048] The game processing method is for a game in which the first and second characters
battle against each other, and includes a data storage step, a panel selection step, a panel layout
step, a screen display control step, and an emphasized display step.

[0049] In the data storage step, a first panel database including a plurality of panels that the

first character pesesses possesses and a second panel database including a plurality of panels that
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the second character pesesses possesses are stored. This step can be processed by the data
storage unit to be described later.

[0050] In the panel selection step, panels to be disposed in frames of the game display screen
including a battle display region formed by one or more frames are selected from the first and
second panel databases. This step can be processed by the panel selection section to be
described later.

[0051] In the panel layout step, the panels selected in the panel selection step are disposed in
the frames. This step can be processed by the panel layout section to be described later.

[0052] In the screen display control step, the game display screen is displayed on the screen
display unit. This step can be processed by the screen display control section to be described
later.

[0053] In the emphasized display step, the panel disposed in the panel layout step is
emphasized and displayed on the screen display unit based on the panel information indicating
the characteristics of the panel. This step can be processed by the emphasized display section to
be described later.

[0054]  Next, an information processing apparatus according to an example will be described
with reference to the accompanying diagrams.

[0055] Fig. 2 is a block diagram schematically showing an example of the information
processing apparatus.

[0056] An information processing apparatus 200 controls a game in which the first and
second characters battle against each other, and includes a data storage unit 210 and a control

unit 220.
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[0057] The data storage unit 210 stores a first panel database 211 that includes a plurality of
panels that the first character pesesses possesses, and a second panel database 212 that includes a
plurality of panels that the second character pesesses possesses,

[0058] The control unit 220 includes: a screen display control section 221 that displays a
game display screen that includes a battle display region formed by one or more frames on the
screen display unit; a panel selection section 222 that selects panels to be disposed in the frames
of the battle display region, from the first panel databases 211 and second panel databases 212; a
panel layout section 223 that disposes the panels selected by the panel selection section 222 in
the frames; and an emphasized display section 224 that emphasizes and displays the panels
disposed by the panel layout section 223 on the screen display unit based on the panel
information indicating the characteristics of the panels. As the screen display unit, a display
device and the like can be mentioned. In addition, it is possible to use a touch panel type display
that also serves as an input unit to be described later.

[0059] A first panel group configured to include a plurality of panels that the first character
pesesses possesses is stored in the first panel database 211.

f0060] A second panel group configured to include a plurality of panels that the second
character pesesses possesses is stored in the second panel database 212.

0061] Although not shown in the diagram, the information processing apparatus 200 can
include an input receiving unit that receives an input to give an instruction to the control unit
220. As means for the input received by the input receiving unit, everything that the information
processing apparatus operated by the user may have such as buttons, a keyboard or a mouse, is

included. In addition, as described above, it is also possible to use a touch panel type input.
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[0062] While the information processing apparatus 200 can be a server apparatus or a user
terminal such as a mobile phone or a smart phone, the information processing apparatus 200 can
also be configured to include a user terminal and a server apparatus.

[0063] Fig. 3 is a diagram schematically showing an example of a game display screen 300
displayed on the screen display unit. As shown in Fig. 3, the game display screen 300 is a game
display screen of a game in which the first and second characters battle against each other. The
game display screen 300 includes a battle display region 310 formed by one or more frames (in
Fig. 3, frames A to G).

[0064] As shown in Fig, 3, a character (PLAYER) that the user uses can be set as the first
character, and a character (ENEMY) that the computer uses can be set as the second character.
Alternatively, although not shown in the diagram, the character (PLAYER) that the user uses can
be set as the first character, and a character (FRIEND) that another user uses can be set as the
second character.

[0065] Panels selected from the first panel group configured to include a plurality of panels
that the first character pesesses possesses and the second panel group configured to include a
plurality of panels that the second character pesesses possesses are disposed in the frames A to
G. In the example shown in Fig. 3, panels selected from the first panel group are disposed in the
frames A, B, D, and F, and panels selected from the second panel group are disposed in the
frames C, E, and G.

[0066] The emphasized display section 224 can execute the frames in predetermined order,
and emphasize and display the panels disposed in the executed frames. The battle proceeds by

executing the frames A to G in order of the frames A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.
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[0067] That is, according to the game display screen 300 according to the example, the battle
between the first and second characters proceeds in a format like a cartoon. Therefore, since the
user can play the game with a sense of reading a cartoon, the visual effect that the user receives
is greatly improved compared to known games.

[0068] In the game display screen 300, the battle can be performed based on the panel
information regarding the panel that is emphasized and displayed by the emphasized display
section 224, In this case, the panel information is assumed to include information regarding the
size of the panel.

[0069] In addition, each panel described above can have an arbitrary size. In the example
shown in Fig. 4, the game display screen 300 includes the battle display region 310 formed by
frames H to O. In the battle display region 310 divided into cells of “4 columns x 4 rows,” each
of panels disposed in the frames H and N has a size corresponding to four cells. Similarly, each
of panels disposed in the frames J and O has a size corresponding to two cells, and each of panels
disposed in the frames I, K, L, and M has a size corresponding to one cell,

[0070] Specifically, assuming that each row indicates a turn of a battle, the occupancy of
action in each turn in horizontally long frames such as the frames H, N, and O, is high compared
to that in horizontally short frames such as the frames I, J, K, L, and M. Accordingly, for
example, in the first turn, only the action of the first player is performed.

[0071]  In the vertically long frames such as the frames J and N, their actions are first
performed in the previous turn. That is, for example, the frame J over the second and third turns
is executed prior to the frame M disposed in the third turn.

[6072] That is, a panel the size of which is larger and presents at a position where a turn

number is earlier leads a battle advantageously.
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[0073] In addition, although the case where the battle proceeds from the upper left to the
lower right is shown in the example described above, the battle may proceed from the upper right
to the lower left.

[0074] As described above, it is preferable that the battle display region 310 be divided by
the turn indicating the unit of the progress of the battle.

[0075] In addition, it is preferable that the shape of the panel be a rectangle. Panels can have
various shapes such as a circle, a triangle, and a polygon, as well as the rectangle (including a
square) such as a card in the related art.

[0076]  In addition, it is preferable that the panel information described above include
information on the capability of the panel. The capability information refers to information
including attack, defense (avoidance), attributes, recovery, and skills to disable or replace the
frame, for example. The effect of the capability is assumed to correspond to the size of the
panel. Accordingly, the effect of the frames H and N with a large panel size is higher than that
of the other frames.

[0077] In addition, the panel can display a still image. As an example of the still image, as
shown in Figs. SA and 5B, the action described above can be assumed to be expressed by way of
illustration. Fig. 5A shows a still image of a panel with information of attack, and the illustration
of the character to make a punch attack is drawn. Similarly, Fig. 5B shows a still image of a
panel with information of defense, and the illustration of the character to avoid the attack of the
enemy is drawn.

[0078] Preferably, these panels display a movie when the panels are emphasized and

displayed. The movie is an animation that displays a plurality of still images consecutively.
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[0079] Fig. 6 is a diagram schematically showing the panel of the frame F shown in Fig. 3.
As shown in Fig. 6, it is preferable that the frame described above further have a text display
portion 10 to display texts. Preferably, the text display portion 10 is displayed to overlap the
panel disposed in the frame.

[0080] In addition to the panel described above, the frame preferably has a sound effect
display portion 20 to display the texts showing the sound effect and/or an effect display portion
30 to display the effect. These portions can be displayed with a movie when the frame is
emphasized and displayed. Due to these portions, the visual effect given to the user is further
improved. In addition, the information processing apparatus operated by the user may be
vibrated in conjunction with the sound effect display portion 20 or the like.

[0081] 1t is preferable that the panel, which is emphasized and displayed, be disposed in the
middle of the game display screen 300. That is, the panel that is emphasized and displayed is
displayed to zoom in. Accordingly, the visual effect given to the user is further improved.

[0082] In addition, it is preferable that the frame have a frame portion. In this frame portion,
it is preferable that a frame portion of a frame in which the panel selected from the first panel
group is disposed, and a frame portion of a frame in which the panel selected from the second
panel group is disposed, be constructed in different colors. In this case, the panel of the first
character and the panel of the second character can be visually easily distinguished.

[0083] In addition, as shown in Fig. 3, when the battle does not fit in the battle display region
310, it is preferable to provide a page turn portion 40 to proceed to the next page in a part of the
frame executed at the end.

[0084] Preferably, the panels described above are automatically disposed in the frames by a

computer. In this case, it is possible to save the time and effort taken for the user to dispose the
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panels, The battle result is preferably determined based on the panel information at a stage
where the panels are disposed. In addition, it is also possible to change the battle result by
changing the panel, which is displayed on the next page, by the operation (action for recovery or
the like) of the user during the battle.

[0085] In addition, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the game display screen 300 can include a
gauge display portion 320 to display the gauge of the character. This gauge shows hit points
{hereinafter, described as HP) indicating the strength of the character or character points
(hereinafter, described as CP) indicating the action force of the character. The HP is decreased
by receiving the action of the attack of the opponent, and is increased by taking action for
recovery. On the other hand, the CP is decreased by placing a large panel.

[0086] In Fig. 4, an example is shown in which all sizes of the panel objects can be
expressed as an integral multiple of the cell. However, this disclosure is not limited to this.
[0087] Next, the basic flow of a game displayed on the game display screen will be
described.

[0088] A game described as an example herein has a main cycle and a sub-cycle. In the
main cycle, as shown in Fig. 7, the user selects one character from a plurality of characters
presented, and collects panels while advancing the quest. For a plurality of characters, it is
possible to set the characteristics such as power type, speed type, stamina type and balanced
type. Fig. 8 shows an example of the quest and the character selected by the user does battle
with a boss character after a battle with a plurality of enemy characters. A panel can be acquired
as a reward for the battle with the enemy characters and the boss character. In addition, it is also
possible to acquire the panel in a specific event or the like. Thus, the user acquires the panel by

advancing the game.
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[0089] Then, in the sub-cycle, the user can use the acquired panel to strengthen the deck for
the battle or can use the acquired panel to develop a character. Developing the character refers to
combining the character selected by the user with the acquired panel. As shown in Fig. 9, panels
are used to strengthen each part (body, arms, legs, skill, and the like) of the body of the
character. For example, a panel with information of the strength is used to strengthen the body
of the character, a panel with information of the attack is used to strengthen the arms of the
character, a panel with information of the defense is used to strengthen the legs of the character,
and a panel with information of special technique effects during the battle is used to reinforce the
skills of the character, In addition, a setting to make it possible to select a larger number of other
characters or {o use a stronger panel as the level of the character rises can also be made.

[0090] As shown in Fig. 10, as a reward for the battle or the event, there is an evolution
material in addition to the panel. By using this evolution material, the selected character can be
evolved into a character wearing a different costume. The character after evolution can have a
capability exceeding the upper limit of the capability of the selected character before evolution.
[0091] As shown in Fig. 11A, even before the battle, it is possible to advance the story in a
format like a cartoon. Then, after a battle start screen is displayed as shown in Fig. 11B, the
battle is started.

[0092] In such a flow of the game, when a battle starts, the battle using the game display
screen described above is performed. Fig. 12 shows another example of the game display screen.
For the enemy character and the character selected by the user, it is possible to set the
compatibility according to the attributes. In addition, when three or more specific panels are
disposed within one game display screen, it is also possible to generate a combo exhibiting the

effect beyond the effects of these cards,
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[0093] Those described above show example of the representative configurations, and my

storage media, game programs, methods and apparatus are not limited to the example.
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SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION (Clean Copy)

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD,

AND INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application is a continuation application of US Serial No. 14/291,358 that claims
the benefit of JP 2013-116039, filed on May 31, 2013, JP 2013-268385, filed on December 26,
2013, and JP 2014-42491, filed on March 5, 2014, The entire content of JP 2013-116039, JP

2013-268385 and JP 2004-42491 is hereby incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] This disclosure relates to a storage medium storing a game program, a game process-
ing method, and an information processing apparatus and, in particular, to a storage medium
storing a game program and a game processing method of a game in which a plurality of char-

acters battle against each other, and an information processing apparatus that controls the game.

BACKGROUND

[0003] In recent years, with the spread of electronic apparatuses such as smart phones and
tablets, games played on these electronic apparatuses have been actively developed.

[0004] As an example of such a game, there is a card game in which the user plays against
other users or against the computer using cards collected in the game.

[0005] Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2007-252696 discloses a

technique regarding the card game described above. According to that technique, the user
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configures a deck with cards used in a play which is selected from a plurality of cards that the
user owns, and plays a rock-paper-scissors game or the like with an opponent using the deck.

[0006] Such a card game system is familiar to many users today. However, since the use of
a two-dimensional card in the battle scene is sometimes boring, there have been calls for

improvement.

SUMMARY

[0007] It could therefore be helpful to provide a storage medium storing a game program and
a game processing method of a game that gives a user a high visual effect, and an information
processing apparatus that controls the game,

[0008] My storage medium stores a game program for a game in which first and second
characters do battle. The game program causes a computer to realize: a data storage function of
storing a first panel database that includes a plurality of paneis that the first character possesses,
and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character
possesses; a panel selection function of selecting panels to be disposed in frames of a game
display screen including a display region formed by one or more frames, from the first and
second panel databases; a panel layout function of placing the panels selected by the panel
selection function in the frames; a screen display control function of displaying the game display
screen on a screen display unit; and a frame execution function of executing the frames in which
the panels are disposed by the panel layout function in predetermined order.

[0009] The predetermined order may be determined based on arrangement, shapes, and/or

sizes of the panels.
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[0010] My storage medium stores a game program that is for a game in which first and
second characters do battle. The game program causes a computer to realize: a data storage
function of storing a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character
possesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second
character possesses; a panel selection function of selecting panels to be disposed in frames of a
game display screen including a display region formed by one or more frames, from the first and
second panel databases; a panel layout function of placing the panels selected by the panel
selection function in the frames; a screen display control function of displaying the game display
screen on a screen display unit; and a frame execution function of executing the frames in which
the panels are disposed by the panel layout function, based on panel information indicating
characleristics of the panels disposed in the frames.

[0011] The first character may be a user, the second character may be an enemy of the user,
and the user and the enemy may piay as a friend and a foe.

[0012] The first character may be a user, the second character may be a friend of the user,
and the user and the friend may play as friends.

[0013] The plurality of panels may be given according to progress of the game.

[0014] The storage medium storing a game program described above may cause a computer
to further realize an emphasized display function of emphasizing and displaying the panels
disposed in the frames executed by the frame execution function.

[0015] The panel information may include information regarding the size of each panel.
[0016] The panel information may include information regarding the capability of each
panel, and the strength of the capability may correspond to the size of each panel.

[0017] The display region may be divided by a plurality of turns.
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[0018] Each of the panels may display a still image.

[0019] Each of the frames may further have a text display portion that displays texts, and the
text display portion may be displayed to overlap the panel disposed in the frame.

[0020] Each of the frames may have a frame portion, and a frame portion of a frame, in
which a panel selected from the first panel database is disposed, and a frame portion of a frame,
in which a panel selected from the second panel database is disposed, may be constructed in
different colors.

[0021] My game processing method is for a game in which first and second characters do
battle. The game processing method causes a computer to execute: a data storage step of storing
a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character possesses, and a
second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character possesses; a
panel selection step of selecting panels to be disposed in frames of a game display screen
including a display region formed by one or more frames, from the first and second panel
databases; a panel layout step of placing the panels selected in the panel selection step in the
frames; a screen display control step of displaying the game display screen on a screen display
unit; and a frame execution step of executing the frames, in which the panels are disposed in the
panel layout step, in predetermined order.

[0022] My game processing method is for a game in which first and second characters do
battle. The game processing method causes a computer to execute: a data storage step of storing
a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character possesses, and a
second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character possesses; a
panel selection step of selecting panels to be disposed in frames of a game display screen includ-

ing a display region formed by one or more frames, from the first and second panel databases; a

Supercell
Exhibit 1007
Page 39



panel layout step of placing the panels selected in the panel selection step in the frames; a screen
display control step of displaying the game display screen on a screen display unit; and a frame
execution step of executing the frames in which the panels are disposed in the panel layout step,
based on panel information indicating characteristics of the panels disposed in the frames.

[0023] My information processing apparatus is an information processing apparatus that
controls a game in which first and second characters do battle. The information processing
apparatus includes: a data storage unit that stores a first panel database that includes a plurality
of panels that the first character possesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality
of panels that the second character possesses; and a control unit. The confrol unit includes: a
screen display control section that displays a game display screen that includes a display region
formed by one or more frames on a screen display unit; a panel selection section that selects
panels to be disposed in the frames of the display region, from the first and second panel
databases; a panel layout section that places the panels selected by the panel selection section in
the frames; and a frame execution section that executes the frames, in which the panels are
disposed by the panel layout section, in predetermined order.

[0024] My information processing apparatus controls a game in which first and second
characters do battle. The information processing apparatus includes: a data storage unit that
stores a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character possesses,
and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character
possesses; and a control unit. The control unit includes: a screen display control section that
displays a game display screen that includes a display region formed by one or more frames on a
screen display unit; a panel selection section that selects panels to be disposed in the frames of

the display region, from the first and second panel databases; a panel layout section that places
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the panels selected by the panel selection section in the frames; and a frame execution section

that executes the frames in which the panels are disposed by the panel layout section, based on

panel information indicating characteristics of the panels disposed in the frames.

[0025]

According to the storage medium, the game processing method, and the information

processing apparatus, it is possible to provide a game that gives a user a high visual effect.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026]
[0027]
apparatus.
[0028]
[0029]
[0030]
[0031]
[0032]
[0033]
[0034]
[0035]
[0036]

[0037]

Fig. 1 is a flowchart showing an example of a game program.

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of an information processing

Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a game display screen.
Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram showing an example of the game display screen.
Figs. 5A and 5B are schematic diagrams showing examples of a panel.

Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram showing an example of the panel.

Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

Fig. 8 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

Fig. 9 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

Figs. 11A and 11B are schematic diagrams explaining examples of the game.

Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0038] A game program according to examples will be described with reference to the
accompanying diagrams.

[0039] The game program is for a game in which the first and second characters battle
against each other, and causes a computer to realize a data storage function, a panel selection
function, a panel layout function, a screen display control function, and an emphasized display
function.

[0040] Fig. 1 is a flowchart showing an example of a game program 100.

[0041] Using the data storage function, a first panel database including a plurality of panels
that the first character possesses and a second panel database including a plurality of panels that
the second character possesses are stored (STEP 110)., This function can be realized by a data
storage unit to be described later.

[0042] Using the panel selection function, panels to be disposed in frames of the game
display screen including a battle display region formed by one or more frames are selected from
the first panel database including a plurality of panels that the first character possesses and the
second panel database including a plurality of panels that the second character possesses (STEP
120). This function can be realized by a panel selection section to be described later.

[0043] Using the panel layout function, the panels selected by the panel selection function
are disposed in the frames (STEP 130). This function can be realized by a panel layout section
to be described later.

[0044] Using the screen display control function, the game display screen is displayed on a
screen display unit (STEP 140), The screen display unit receives a signal output from a screen

display control section of an information processing apparatus, which will be described later.
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For example, a display device provided in a user terminal can be used. In addition, it is possible
to use a touch panel type display that also serves as an input unit to be described later, This
function can be realized by the screen display control section to be described later.

[0045] Using the emphasized display function, the panel disposed by the panel layout func-
tion is emphasized and displayed on the screen display unit based on the panel information indi-
cating the characteristics of the panel (STEP 150). “Emphasized display” refers to displaying a
specific panel of the panels disposed in the frames noticeably compared with the other panels.
As examples of emphasized display, it is possible to display a movie or display a frame to sur-
round the panel. This function can be realized by an emphasized display section to be described
later.

[0046] The game program can be executed in a server apparatus or a user terminal to
perform each process of the game described above. In addition, the game program can be
provided in a state where the game program is recorded on a computer-readable recording
medium. Recording media is not particularly limited as long as the recording media can be read
by the computer such as a CD-ROM and a DVD.

[0047] Next, a game processing method according to an example will be described.

[0048] The game processing method is for a game in which the first and second characters
battle against each other, and includes a data storage step, a panel selection step, a panel layout
step, a screen display control step, and an emphasized display step.

[0049] In the data storage step, a first panel database including a plurality of panels that the
first character possesses and a second panel database including a plurality of panels that the
second character possesses are stored, This step can be processed by the data storage unit to be

described later.

Supercell
Exhibit 1007
Page 43



[0050] In the panel selection step, panels to be disposed in frames of the game display screen
including a battle display region formed by one or more frames are selected from the first and
second panel databases. This step can be processed by the panel selection section to be
described later.

[0051] In the panel layout step, the panels selected in the panel selection step are disposed in
the frames. This step can be processed by the panel layout section to be described later.

[0052] In the screen display control step, the game display screen is displayed on the screen
display unit. This step can be processed by the screen display control section to be described
later.

[0053] In the emphasized display step, the panel disposed in the panel layout step is
emphasized and displayed on the screen display unit based on the panel information indicating
the characteristics of the panel. This step can be processed by the emphasized display section to
be described later.

[0054] Next, an information processing apparatus according to an example will be described
with reference to the accompanying diagrams.

[0055] Fig. 2 is a block diagram schematically showing an example of the information
processing apparatus.

[0056] An information processing apparatus 200 controls a game in which the first and
second characters battle against each other, and includes a data storage unit 210 and a control
unit 220.

[0057] The data storage unit 210 stores a first panel database 211 that includes a plurality of
panels that the first character possesses, and a second panel database 212 that includes a plurality

of panels that the second character possesses.
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[0058] The control unit 220 includes: a screen display control section 221 that displays a
game display screen that includes a battle display region formed by one or more frames on the
screen display unit; a panel selection section 222 that selects panels to be disposed in the frames
of the battle display region, from the first panel databases 211 and second panel databases 212; a
panel layout section 223 that disposes the panels selected by the panel selection section 222 in
the frames; and an emphasized display section 224 that emphasizes and displays the panels
disposed by the panel layout section 223 on the screen display unit based on the panel
information indicating the characteristics of the panels. As the screen display unit, a display
device and the like can be mentioned. In addition, it is possible to use a touch panel type display
that also serves as an input unit to be described later.

[0059] A first panel group configured to include a plurality of panels that the first character
possesses 1s stored in the first panel database 211, |

[0060] A second panel group configured to include a plurality of panels that the second
character possesses is stored in the second panel database 212,

[0061] Although not shown in the diagram, the information processing apparatus 200 can
include an input receiving unit that receives an input to give an instruction to the control unit
220. As means for the input received by the input receiving unit, everything that the information
processing apparatus operated by the user may have such as buttons, a keyboard or a mouse, is
included. In addition, as described above, it is also possible to use a touch panel type input,
[0062] While the information processing apparatus 200 can be a server apparatus or a user
terminal such as a mobile phone or a smart phone, the information processing apparatus 200 can

also be configured to include a user terminal and a server apparatus.
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[0063] Fig. 3 is a diagram schematically showing an example of a game display screen 300
displayed on the screen display unit. As shown in Fig. 3, the game display screen 300 is a game
display screen of a game in which the first and second characters battle against each other, The
game display screen 300 includes a battle display region 310 formed by one or more frames (in
Fig. 3, frames A to G).

[0064]  As shown in Fig. 3, a character (PLAYER) that the user uses can be set as the first
character, and a character (ENEMY) that the computer uses can be set as the second character,
Alternatively, although not shown in the diagram, the character (PLAYER) that the user uses can
be set as the first character, and a character (FRIEND) that another user uses can be set as the
second character.

[0065] Panels selected from the first panel group configured to include a plurality of panels
that the first character possesses and the second panel group configured to include a plurality of
panels that the second character possesses are disposed in the frames A to G. In the example
shown in Fig, 3, panels selected from the first panel group are disposed in the frames A, B, D,
and F, and panels selected from the second panel group are disposed in the frames C, E, and G.
[0066] The emphasized display section 224 can execute the frames in predetermined order,
and emphasize and display the panels disposed in the executed frames. The battle proceeds by
executing the frames A to G in order of the frames A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.

[0067] That is, according to the game display screen 300 according to the example, the battle
between the first and second characters proceeds in a format like a cartoon. Therefore, since the
user can play the game with a sense of reading a cartoon, the visual effect that the user receives

is greatly improved compared to known games.
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[0068] In the game display screen 300, the battle can be performed based on the panel
information regarding the panel that is emphasized and displayed by the emphasized display
section 224, In this case, the panel information is assumed to include information regarding the
size of the panel.

[0069] In addition, each panel described above can have an arbitrary size. In the example
shown in Fig. 4, the game display screen 300 includes the battle display region 310 formed by
frames H to O. In the battle display region 310 divided into cells of “4 columns x 4 rows,” each
of panels disposed in the frames H and N has a size corresponding to four cells. Similarly, each
of panels disposed in the frames J and O has a size corresponding to two cells, and each of panels
disposed in the frames I, K, L, and M has a size corresponding to one cell.

[0070] Specifically, assuming that each row indicates a turn of a battle, the occupancy of
action in each turn in horizontally long frames such as the frames H, N, and O, is high compared
to that in horizontally short frames such as the frames I, J, K, L, and M. Accordingly, for
example, in the first turn, only the action of the first player is performed.

[0071] In the vertically long frames such as the frames J and N, their actions are first
performed in the previous turn. That is, for example, the frame J over the second and third turns
is executed prior to the frame M disposed in the third turn.

[0072] That is, a panel the size of which is larger and presents at a position where a turn
number is earlier leads a battle advantageously.

[0073] In addition, although the case where the battle proceeds from the upper left to the
lower right is shown in the example described above, the battle may proceed from the upper right

to the lower left.
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[0074] As described above, it is preferable that the battle display region 310 be divided by
the turn indicating the unit of the progress of the battle.

[0075] In addition, it is preferable that the shape of the panel be a rectangle. Panels can have
various shapes such as a circle, a triangle, and a polygon, as well as the rectangle (including a
square) such as a card in the related art.

[0076] In addition, it is preferable that the panel information described above include
information on the capability of the panel. The capability information refers to information
including attack, defense (avoidance), attributes, recovery, and skills to disable or replace the
frame, for example, The effect of the capability is assumed to correspond to the size of the
panel. Accordingly, the effect of the frames H and N with a large panel size is higher than that
of the other frames.

[0077] In addition, the panel can display a still image. As an example of the still image, as
shown in Figs, 5A and 5B, the action described above can be assumed to be expressed by way of
illustration. Fig, SA shows a still image of a panel with information of attack, and the illustration
of the character to make a punch attack is drawn. Similarly, Fig. 5B shows a still image of a
panel with information of defense, and the illustration of the character to avoid the attack of the
enemy is drawn.

[0078] Preferably, these panels display a movie when the panels are emphasized and
displayed. The movie is an animation that displays a plurality of still images consecutively.
[0079] Fig. 6 is a diagram schematically showing the panel of the frame F shown in Fig. 3.
As shown in Fig, 6, it is preferable that the frame described above further have a text display
portion 10 to display texts, Preferably, the text display portion 10 is displayed to overlap the

panel disposed in the frame.
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[0080] In addition to the panel described above, the frame preferably has a sound effect
display portion 20 to display the texts showing the sound effect and/or an effect display portion
30 to display the effect. These portions can be displayed with a movie when the frame is
emphasized and displayed. Due to these portions, the visual effect given to the user is further
improved. In addition, the information processing apparatus operated by the user may be
vibrated in conjunction with the sound effect display portion 20 or the like.

[0081] It is preferable that the panel, which is emphasized and displayed, be disposed in the
middle of the game display screen 300. That is, the panel that is emphasized and displayed is
displayed to zoom in. Accordingly, the visual effect given to the user is further improved,

[0082] In addition, it is preferable that the frame have a frame portion. In this frame portion,
it is preferable that a frame portion of a frame in which the panel selected from the first panel
group is disposed, and a frame portion of a frame in which the panel selected from the second
panel group is disposed, be constructed in different colors. In this case, the panel of the first
character and the panel of the second character can be visually easily distinguished.

[0083] In addition, as shown in Fig. 3, when the battle does not fit in the battle display region
310, it is preferable to provide a page turn portion 40 to proceed to the next page in a part of the
frame executed at the end.

[0084] Preferably, the panels described above are automatically disposed in the frames by a
computer. In this case, it is possible to save the time and effort taken for the user to dispose the
panels. The battle result is preferably determined based on the panel information at a stage
where the panels are disposed. In addition, it is also possible to change the battle result by
changing the panel, which is displayed on the next page, by the operation (action for recovery or

the like) of the user during the battle.
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[0085] In addition, as shown in Figs, 3 and 4, the game display screen 300 can include a
gauge display portion 320 to display the gauge of the character, This gauge shows hit points
(hereinafter, described as HP) indicating the strength of the character or character points
(hereinafter, described as CP) indicating the action force of the character. The HP is decreased
by receiving the action of the attack of the opponent, and is increased by taking action for
recovery. On the other hand, the CP is decreased by placing a large panel.

[0086] In Fig. 4, an example is shown in which all sizes of the panel objects can be
expressed as an integral multiple of the cell. However, this disclosure is not limited to this.
[0087] Next, the basic flow of a game displayed on the game display screen will be
described,

[0088] A game described as an example herein has a main cycle and a sub-cycle. In the
main cycle, as shown in Fig. 7, the user selects one character from a plurality of characters
presented, and collects panels while advancing the quest. For a plurality of characters, it is
possible to set the characteristics such as power type, speed type, stamina type and balanced
type. Fig. 8 shows an example of the quest and the character selected by the user does battle
with a boss character after a battle with a plurality of enemy characters. A panel can be acquired
as a reward for the battle with the enemy characters and the boss character. In addition, it is also
possible to acquire the panel in a specific event or the like. Thus, the user acquires the panel by
advaneing the game.

[0089] Then, in the sub-cycie, the user can use the acquired panel to strengthen the deck for
the battle or can use the acquired panel to develop a character. Developing the character refers to
combining the character selected by the user with the acquired panel. As shown in Fig. 9, panels

are used to strengthen each part (body, arms, legs, skill, and the like) of the body of the
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character. For example, a panel with information of the strength is used to strengthen the body
of the character, a panel with information of the attack is used to strengthen the arms of the
character, a panel with information of the defense is used to strengthen the legs of the character,
and a panel with information of special technique effects during the battle is used to reinforce the
skilis of the character. In addition, a setting to make it possible to select a larger number of other
characters or to use a stronger panel as the level of the character rises can also be made.

[0090] As shown in Fig. 10, as a reward for the battle or the event, there is an evolution
material in addition fo the panel. By using this evolution material, the selected character can be
evolved into a character wearing a different costume. The character after evolution can have a
capability exceeding the upper limit of the capability of the selected character before evolution,
[0091] As shown in Fig. 11A, even before the battle, it is possible to advance the story in a
format like a cartoon. Then, after a battle start screen is displayed as shown in Fig. 11B, the
battle is started.

[00692] In such a flow of the game, when a battle starts, the battle using the game display
screen described above is performed. Fig. 12 shows another example of the game display screen.
For the enemy character and the c‘haracter selected by the user, it is possible to set the
compatibility according to the attributes. In addition, when three or more specific panels are
disposed within one game display screen, it is also possible to generate a combo exhibiting the
effect beyond the effects of these cards.

[0093] Those described above show example of the representative configurations, and my

storage media, game programs, methods and apparatus are not limited to the example.

16

Supercell
Exhibit 1007
Page 51



Attorney Docket No.: GII-15-1055CON
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P.G. Box 1450
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Remarks
The Applicant has amended the specification and Claims 1, 11, 14 and 15 to correct the
spelling of “posesses™ to “possesses,”  No new matter has been added. A substitute
specification (marked-up and clean copies) is enclosed. Entry of the amendments into the
pfficial file and consideration on the merits are respectfully requested.
In light of the foregoing, the Applicant respectfully requests that the application proceed
to issuance.

N
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35811 7590 0210712017 | EXAMINER |
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) ELISCA, PIERRE E
ONE LIBERTY PLACE
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3716

DATE MAILED: 02/07/2017

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the
requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See
Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer
providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to
provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant
approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the
patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term
adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
15/253,964 ATOBE, HIROHIKO
H il i i AlA (First Inventor to File)
Notice of Allowability ETEE"F;?E_ ELISCA 9;11 g"“ Status
Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. [ This communication is responsive to 11/29/2016.
Oa declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on,

2. [[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-15. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4. X Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or ().

Certified copies:
a)X Al b)[ Some *c)[] None of the:
1. [X] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [J Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

[ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. [] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’'s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. X Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [] Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. [X] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date

3. [ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [ Other .

of Biological Material
4. [ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

/PIERRE E. ELISCA/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date
20170201
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Application/Control Number: 15/253,964 Page 2
Art Unit: 3716

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined
under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.

2. This is an Examiner’s statement of reason for allowance.

3. Regarding the claimed terms, the Examiner notes that a “general term must be
understood in the context in which the inventor presents it.” In re Glaug 283 F.3d 1335,
1340, 62 USPQ2d 1151, 1154 (Fed. Cir. 2002). Therefore the Examiner must interpret
the claimed terms as found on pages 1-16 of the specification. Clearly almost all the
general terms in the claims may have multiple meanings. So where a claim term “is
susceptible to various meanings, . . . the inventor’s lexicography must prevail . . . .” /d.
Using these definitions for the claims, the claimed invention was not reasonably found in

the prior art.

4. The closest prior art Fujioka, Kaname et al (U.S. PG Pub 2014/0221094 A1)
which discloses a game which makes it possible to display a small image for
recognizing a target object easily. This invention includes game space control unit for
generating a virtual game space. However, Fujioka singularly or in combination fails to
disclose the recited feature:

As per claims 1, 14, and 15 “wherein the data storage function further stores points set
for the first user, which are decreased by disposing a panel, the panel selection function

selects a panel from the first panel database according to the points set for the first
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Application/Control Number: 15/253,964 Page 3
Art Unit: 3716

user, the divisions include a division where a panel selected from the first panel
database is allowed to be disposed and a division where a panel selected from the
second panel database is allowed to be disposed, and the panel layout function
disposed the panel selected by the panel selection function in a target division when the

panel is allowed to be disposed in the target division”.

Conclusion

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from
the examiner should be directed to PIERRE E. ELISCA whose telephone number is
(671)272-6706. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 7:00, Monday -
Thursday.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Dmitri Suhol can be reached on 571 272 4430. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 15/253,964 Page 4
Art Unit: 3716

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/PIERRE E. ELISCA/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716
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Notice of References Cited

Application/Control No.

Reexamination

Applicant(s)/Patent Under

15/253,964 ATOBE, HIROHIKO
Examiner Art Unit
PIERRE E. ELISCA 3716 Page 1o 1

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Cwmg"&;@_ﬁ"u‘mﬁé‘e‘:‘zﬁg code | Moy Name CPC Classification US Classification
* A | US-2014/0221094 A1 08-2014 Fujioka; Kaname AB3F13/2145 463/31
* B | US-2015/0057085 A1 02-2015 TAGAWA,; Keisuke AB3F13/33 463/42
* c | US-2014/0295937 A1 10-2014 TAKAHASHI; Kazuya GO7F17/34 463/20
* D | US-2014/0248947 A1 09-2014 YOSHIE; Naoto AB3F13/847 463/30
* E | US-2013/0288787 A1 10-2013 Yoshie; Naoto AB3F13/847 463/30
* F | US-2007/0032282 A1 02-2007 Hamamoto; |zumi AB3F13/10 463/9

G | US-

H | US-

|| US-

J | US-

K | US-

L | US-

M | US-

OREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Countggtg-ilztmﬁzwzﬁg Code MME?\a;sYY Country Name CPC Classification

N

O

P

Q

R

S

T

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)

u

\Y

W

X

*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001)

Notice of References Cited

Part of Paper No. 20170201
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WEST Refine Search Page 1 of 1

Refine Search
Search Results
| Terms ||D0cuments|
|L1 and (first and second) near3 character$§1 near3 battles“ 32|

‘JF—"O Abstracts Database

:Oe;went World Patents Index

{1BM Technical Disclosure Bulletin Database
iForeign Patent Retrieval

Database:

Search Type: & Prior Art { Interference

L2

Search:

Order By: & Date ) Hits

Search History

DATE: Wednesday, February 01,2017 Purge Queries Printable Copy Create Case

Set . Set
~ Hit == Set
Order Name  Query Count Name Name Set Name
By  Side by S Result Grid Classification
Side Set
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Prior Ary Searches
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Sheet 1 of 1

Form PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ATTY. DOCKET NO. SERIAL NO.
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE SHP-15-1055CON 15/253,964
APPLICANT
GREE, Inc.
LIST OF PUBLICATIONS CITED BY APPLICANT FILING DATE GROUP
(Uise several sheets if necessary) September 1, 2016 3716
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
EXAMINER FILING DATE
INITIAL* DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE NAME CLASS SUBCLASS IF APPROPRIATE
AA
AB
AC
AD
AE
AF
AG
AH
Al
Al
AK
AL
AM
AN
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
TRANSLATION
DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE COUNTRY CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO
AO
AP
AQ
AR
AS
AT
AU
OTHER PUBLICATIONS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.)
/P.E.E/
AV Japanese Office Action dated November 29, 2016, of corresponding Japanese Application No. 2016-190205, along with an English translation.
AW
AX
/PIERRE E ELISCA/ 02/01/2017
EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED

Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant.

*EXAMINER: Initial if publication considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered.

138160931
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Page 1 of 1

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW. L\SP(O gov

BIB DATA SHEET
CONFIRMATION NO. 2313

SERIAL NUMBER FILINE);AgrE 371(c) CLASS GROUP ART UNIT ATTORN"IIE(\)(.DOCKET
15/253,964 09/01/2016 463 3716 SHP-15-1055CON
RULE
APPLICANTS
GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;
INVENTORS

Hirohiko Atobe, Tokyo, JAPAN;

*k CONTINUING DATA e e e e e ke e e e ke ke e e ke ke ke e e ke e ke e ke ke
This application is a CON of 14/291,358 05/30/2014 PAT 9457273

** FOREIGN APPLICATIONS
JAPAN 2013-116039 05/31/2013
JAPAN 2013-268385 12/26/2013
JAPAN 2014-042491 03/05/2014

** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED **

09/13/2016
Foreign Prorty daimed  MYes Lo STATEOR | SHEETS | TOTAL (INDEPENDENT
35 USC 119(a-d) conditions met b ves Ano | [ Metafier COUNTRY |DRAWINGS | CLAIMS CLAIMS
Acknowiodged  Eaners Septa e JAPAN 12 15 3
ADDRESS

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

UNITED STATES

TITLE

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
PROCESSING APPARATUS

U All Fees
FEES: Authority has b ven in P U 1.16 Fees (Filing)
FILING FEE . Authority has been given in Paper _ .
RECEIVED |No.  tocharge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT |[Z1-17 Fees (Processing Ext. of time)
1600  |No_____forfollowing: 0 1.18 Fees (Issue)
|EI Other |
[Q Credit |
BIB (Rev. 05/07).
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | ;553404 ATOBE, HIROHIKO
PIERRE E ELISCA 3716
CPC
Symbol Type Version
AB3F F 2014-09-02
AB3F A 2013-01-01
AB3F A 2013-01-01
A63F | 2014-09-02
AB3F | 2014-09-02
AB3F | 2014-09-02
AB3F | 2014-09-02
CPC Combination Sets
Symbol Type Set Ranking Version
NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
15
(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/PIERRE E ELISCA/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3716 2/1/2017 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20170201

Supercell
Exhibit 1007
Page 66



Issue Classification

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

15253964 ATOBE, HIROHIKO
INATRDIIR (==
PIERRE E ELISCA 3716
US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
CLASS SUBCLASS CLAIMED NON-CLAIMED
463 31 G|o 17/3211
Al s 13/08 (2006.01.01)
CROSS REFERENCE(S)
CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)
463 30 34
NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
15
(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/PIERRE E ELISCA/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3716 2/1/2017 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20170201
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | ;553404 ATOBE, HIROHIKO
PIERRE E ELISCA 3716
O Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant O CPA O T O Ri147
Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original

1 1

2 2

3 3

5 4

8 5

4 6

6 7

7 8

9 9

10 10

11 11

12 12

13 13

14 14

15 15
NONE

Total Claims Allowed:
15

(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/PIERRE E ELISCA/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3716 2/1/2017 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20170201
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Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

Index of Claims 15253964 ATOBE, HIROHIKO
Examiner Art Unit
PIERRE E ELISCA 3716
v Rejected - Cancelled Non-Elected A Appeal
= Allowed + Restricted Interference 0] Objected
[O claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant O cpPa O T.. O R.1.47
CLAIM DATE
Final Original |02/01/2017
1 1 =
2 2 =
3 3 =
5 4 =
8 5 =
4 6 =
6 7 =
7 8 =
9 9 =
10 10 =
11 11 =
12 12 =
13 13 =
14 14 =
15 15 =

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. : 20170201

Supercell
Exhibit 1007
Page 69



Search Notes

Application/Control No.

15253964

Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

ATOBE, HIROHIKO

LT
PIERRE E ELISCA 3716
CPC- SEARCHED
Symbol Date Examiner
CPC COMBINATION SETS - SEARCHED
Symbol Date Examiner
US CLASSIFICATION SEARCHED
Class Subclass Date Examiner
463 30 2/1/2017 P.E
463 31 2/1/2017 P.E
463 34 2/1/2017 P.E
SEARCH NOTES
Search Notes Date Examiner
West Search 2/1/2017 P.E
INTERFERENCE SEARCH
US Class/ US Subclass / CPC Group Date Examiner
CPC Symbol
463/ GO7F 31/17/3211 2/1/2017 P.E
463/ AG3F 34/ 13/08 2/1/2017 P.E

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. : 20170201
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
15/253,964 09/01/2016 Hirohiko Atobe SHP-15-1055CON
CONFIRMATION NO. 2313
35811 PUBLICATION NOTICE
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)
ONE LIBERTY PLACE LR
000000088053545

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

Title:STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
PROCESSING APPARATUS

Publication No.US-2016-0367897-A1
Publication Date:12/22/2016

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databases via the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set forth
in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's Office of
Public Records. The Office of Public Records can be reached by telephone at (571) 272-3150 or (800) 972-6382,
by facsimile at (571) 273-3250, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, Office of
Public Records, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and the

dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through the Patent
Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application Information and
Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently http:/pair.uspto.gov/. Prior to
publication, such status information is confidential and may only be obtained by applicant using the private side of
PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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Sheet 1 of 1

Form PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ATTY. DOCKET NO. SERIAL NO.
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE SHP-15-1055CON 15/253,964
APPLICANT
GREE, Inc.
LIST OF PUBLICATIONS CITED BY APPLICANT FILING DATE GROUP
(Use several sheets if necessary) September 1,2016 3716
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
EXAMINER FILING DATE
INITIAL* DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE NAME CLASS SUBCLASS IF APPROPRIATE
AA
AB
AC
AD
AE
AF
AG
AH
Al
Al
AK
AL
AM
AN
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
TRANSLATION
DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE COUNTRY CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO
AOQ
AP
AQ
AR
AS
AT
AU
OTHER PUBLICATIONS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.)
AV Japanese Office Action dated November 29, 2016, of corresponding Japanese Application No. 2016-190205, along with an English translation.
AW
AX
EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED

*EXAMINER: Initial if publication considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered.
Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant.

138160931
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 27810296

Application Number: 15253964

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 2313

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD,

Title of Invention: AND INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Hirohiko Atobe
Customer Number: 35811
Filer: Thomas Daniel Christenbury/Kelly Eccleston
Filer Authorized By: Thomas Daniel Christenbury
Attorney Docket Number: SHP-15-1055CON
Receipt Date: 15-DEC-2016
Filing Date: 01-SEP-2016
Time Stamp: 16:51:11
Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document s . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
283123
1 Transmittal Letter sIDS.pdf no 1
c5b44122041e1c67fef64d9eaf35752a9f38
457
Warnings:

Supercell
Exhibit 1007
Page 73



Information:

48722
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
2 1449.pdf no 1
FO rm (SBOS) 8f62ea08a271b76{94940220ed2314eddcb)
Warnings:
Information:
This is not an USPTO supplied IDS fillable form
275485
3 Non Patent Literature OA.pdf no 5
8034c220be64d23a13cf7b1fa3cfc9323200
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes)1 607330

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit s 3716 Customer No.: 035811
Examiner : Pierre E, Elisca

Serial No. 1 15/253,964

Filed . September 1, 2016

First Named Inventor : Hirohiko Atobe Docket No.: SHP-15-1055CON
Title + STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME

. PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING Confirmation No.: 2313
: METHOD, AND INFORMATION
: PROCESSING APPARATUS
Dated: December 15, 2016

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Commuissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1430
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir;

The Applicant encloses Form PTO-1449 together with a copy of a Japanese Office
Action dated November 29, 2016, of corresponding Japanese Application No. 2016-190205,
along with an English translation. The document is submitted under 37 CFR §1.56 and is
believed related to this application.

Applicant certifies that each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure
Statement was first cited in any communication from any foreign patent office in a counterpart
foreign application not more than three months ago.

The Applicant respectfully requests that this Supplemental Information Disclosure
Statement be officially entered into the file and that appropriate notification be made that all the
publications were considered by the Examiner,

Respectfully submitted,

T. Danied Christenbury
Reg. No. 31,750

TDC/ke
(215) 656-3381

138163391 1
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PTO/SB/26

Doc Code: DIST.E.FILE U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Document Description: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer - Filed Department of Commerce
Electronic Petition Request TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A DOUBLE PATENTING REJECTION OVER A

“PRIOR” PATENT

Application Number 15253964

Filing Date 01-Sep-2016
First Named Inventor Hirohiko Atobe
Attorney Docket Number SHP-15-1055CON

Title of Invention

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND
INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

Filing of terminal disclaimer does not obviate requirement for response under 37 CFR 1.111 to outstanding
~ Office Action

X] This electronic Terminal Disclaimer is not being used for a Joint Research Agreement.

Owner Percent Interest

GREE, INC. 100%

The owner(s) with percentinterest listed above in the instant application hereby disclaims, except as provided below, the
terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application which would extend beyond the expiration
date of the full statutory term of prior patent number(s)

9457273

as the term of said prior patent is presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer. The owner hereby agrees that any patent so
granted on the instant application shall be enforceable only for and during such period that it and the prior patent are commonly
owned. This agreement runs with any patent granted on the instant application and is binding upon the grantee, its successors
or assigns.

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of the term of any patent granted on the instant
application that would extend to the expiration date of the full statutory term of the prior patent, "as the term of said prior patent
is presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer,” in the event that said prior patent later:

- expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee;

- is held unenforceable;

- is found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction;

- is statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321;

- has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate;

- is reissued; or

- is in any manner terminated prior to the expiration of its full statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer.

@ Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d) is included with Electronic Terminal Disclaimer request.

Supercell

Exhibit 1007

Page 76



| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4), that the terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d)
required for this terminal disclaimer has already been paid in the above-identified application.

O

Applicant claims the following fee status:

(O Small Entity
(O Micro Entity

(® Regular Undiscounted

| hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon.

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am:

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office who is of record in
this application

Registration Number 31750

(O Asoleinventor

O A joint inventor; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all of the inventors as evidenced by the
power of attorney in the application

(O Ajointinventor; all of whom are signing this request

Signature /TDC/

Name T. Daniel Christenbury

*Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required if terminal disclaimer is signed by the assignee (owner).
Form PTO/SB/96 may be used for making this certification. See MPEP § 324.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 15253964

Filing Date: 01-Sep-2016

Title of Invention:

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD,
AND INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Hirohiko Atobe
Filer: Paul A. Taufer
Attorney Docket Number: SHP-15-1055CON

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount SUB-;;:;)I in
Basic Filing:
STATUTORY OR TERMINAL DISCLAIMER 1814 1 160 160
Pages:
Claims:
Miscellaneous-Filing:
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
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Description

Fee Code

Quantity

Amount

Sub-Total in
UsD($)

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD ($)

160
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Doc Code: DISQ.E.FILE
Document Description: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer - Approved

Application No.: 15253964
Filing Date: 01-Sep-2016

Applicant/Patent under Reexamination:  Atobe

Electronic Terminal Disclaimer filed on  November 29, 2016

X APPROVED

This patent is subject to a terminal disclaimer

1 DISAPPROVED

Approved/Disapproved by: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer automatically approved by EFS-Web

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 27630904
Application Number: 15253964
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 2313

Title of Invention:

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD,
AND INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Hirohiko Atobe

Customer Number:

35811

Filer:

Paul A. Taufer

Filer Authorized By:

Attorney Docket Number:

SHP-15-1055CON

Receipt Date: 29-NOV-2016
Filing Date: 01-SEP-2016
Time Stamp: 14:23:23

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type DA
Payment was successfully received in RAM $160

RAM confirmation Number

113016INTEFSW00000759502719

Deposit Account

Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
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File Listing:

Document s e . File Size(Bytes Multi Pages
Document Description File Name ( yt ) . . 9
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
33386
1 Electronic Terminal Disclaimer-Filed eTerminal-Disclaimer.pdf no 2
7ff5129f8f363fb0e8dc25f9d4a0adbS 3f6bb)
305
Warnings:
Information:
30542
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
2c19680730e656c9f6725486130662f0a995|
61f3
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes){ 63928

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit . 3716 Customer No.: 035811
Examiner : Pierre E. Elisca

Serial No. . 15/253.964

Filed . September 1, 2016

First Named Inventor ; Hirohiko Atobe Docket No.: SHP-15-1055CON
Title : STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME

: PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING Confirmation No.: 2313
: METHOD, AND INFORMATION
: PROCESSING APPARATUS Dated: November 29, 2016

RESPONSE

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Sir:

This is submitted in response to the Official Action dated November 4, 2016,

The sole item remaining in this Application is an obviousness-type double~patenting
rejection of Claims 1 — 15 over Claims 1 — 25 of US Patent No. 9,457,273, The Applicant
submits a duly executed Terminal Disclaimer. Withdrawal of the rejection is accordingly
respectfully requested.

In light of the foregoing, the Applicant respectfully submits that the entire Application is
now in condition for allowance, which is respectfully requested.

Rcspectful!“{ submitted,

N

S
§

§

N

T, Daniel Christenbury
Reg. No. 31,750

TDC/nn
(215) 656-3381

EASTI137433493 1
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 27636482
Application Number: 15253964
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 2313

Title of Invention:

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD,

AND INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Hirohiko Atobe

Customer Number:

35811

Filer:

Paul A. Taufer/Nancy Nunez

Filer Authorized By:

Paul A. Taufer

Attorney Docket Number:

SHP-15-1055CON

Receipt Date: 29-NOV-2016
Filing Date: 01-SEP-2016
Time Stamp: 14:25:30

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document s . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
229143
1 Amendment/Req..Recon§ideration—After Response.pdf no ]
Non-Final Reject
b1a%f4135027e7e98a9d3f78cSdae13e812]
<829
Warnings:
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Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes)1 229143

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PTO/SB/06 (09-11)

Approved for use through 1/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART I

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 15/253,964 09/01/2016 | [ To be Mailed
eNTITY: [X LARGE []smALL [] micro

(Column 1) (Column 2)
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)
L1 asic Fee N/A N/A N/A
(37 GFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c))
[J seaRrcH FEE N/A N/A N/A
(37 CFR 1.16(K), (i), or (m))
[ examiNATION FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) N/A N/A N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS . N
(37 CFR 1.16(1)) minus 20 = XS =
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ) .
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = XS =
If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
0 of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
A;Pé.;(éﬁﬂlgN SIZE FEE for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
{ 16(s)) fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
—
[ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16())
—
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
— 11/29/2016 AETER PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
5 AMENDMENT PAID FOR
= Jowal @7 crm - 15 Minus | = 20 -0 x 380 = 0
Independ )
Z sy 1°3 Minus | -3 -0 x 5420 - 0
> I:l Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
<< e
|:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16()))
TOTAL ADD’L FEE 0
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
AFTER PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Total (a7 cFR . i o
1.16()) Minus = X$ =
Ind dent N i .
(27ecgeRn1.1esn(h)) Minus = X $ B

D Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))

AMENDMENT

D FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3.
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.

TOTAL ADD’L FEE

LIE
MOLIKI MAY

The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

?his collection of information is required by 37 CF-R 1.186. ?he information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPFO to

process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.

Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS

ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WW’W.I\SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
15/253,964 09/01/2016 Hirohiko Atobe SHP-15-1055CON 2313
35811 7590 11/04/2016 ‘
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) | EXAMINER |
ONE LIBERTY PLACE ELISCA, PIERRE E
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 I ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
3716
I NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
11/04/2016 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):
pto.phil@dlapiper.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
15/253,964 ATOBE, HIROHIKO

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventor to File)
PIERRE E. ELISCA 3716 i‘;z‘s

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- |If NO pericd for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 9/1/2016.
[ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon ____.
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.
3)O An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.
4)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5)[X] Claim(s) 1-15is/are pending in the application.

ba) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6)[1 Claim(s) is/are allowed.
7)X Claim(s) 1-15is/are rejected.
8)[] Claim(s is/are objected to.

)
9)[] Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see

hitp/Aaww. usplo.aov/patenis/init_events/peh/indax.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHiesdback@uspio.goy.

Application Papers
10)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[J The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a)X Al b)[] Some** ¢)[] None of the:
1.[X] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) |:| Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date. .
2) x Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4 l:l Other-
Paper No(s)/Mail Date ) ther: .
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20161101
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Application/Control Number: 15/253,964 Page 2
Art Unit: 3716

DETAILED ACTION
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being

examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.

2. Claims 1-15 are currently pending and have been examined.
3. This communication is to response to Application No. 15/253,964 filed on
09/01/2016.

4. This application is a continuation of U.S. application No. 14/291,358 filed on
05/30/2014 now U.S Patent 9,457,273 See MPEP 201.07. In accordance with MPEP
609.02 A.2 and MPEP 2001.06 (b) (last paragraph), the Examiner has reviewed and
considered the prior art cited in the Parent Application. Also in accordance with MPEP
2001.06 (b) (last paragraph), all documents cited or considered ‘of record’ in the Parent
Application are now considered cited or ‘of record’ in this application. Additionally,
Applicant(s) are reminded that a listing of the information cited or ‘of record’ in the
Patent Application need not be resubmitted in this application unless Applicants desire
the information to be printed on a patent issuing from this application. See MPEP
609.02 A. 2. Finally, Applicants are reminded that the prosecution history of the Patent

Application is relevant in this application.

Information Disclosure Statement
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Application/Control Number: 15/253,964 Page 3
Art Unit: 3716

5. IDS filed on 09/01/2016 is considered.

Double Patenting

6. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially
created doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to
prevent the unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted
by a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. See In re
Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887,
225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761
(CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and, Inre
Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double
patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b).

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with
37 CFR 3.73(b).

Claims 1-15 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-25 of U.S. Pat. N0.9,457,273.
Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from

each other. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to those in possession of the
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Application/Control Number: 15/253,964 Page 4
Art Unit: 3716

invention defined by claims 1-15 to observe that the limitations described in claims 1-15
are already incorporated in claims 1-25 of U.S. Pat. N0.9,457,273. Therefore, one of
ordinary skill in the art would have realized that by adding the limitations of: "wherein the
data storage function further stores points set for the first user, which are decreased by
disposing a panel, the panel selection function selects a panel from the first panel
database according to the points set for the first user, the divisions include a division
where a panel selected from the first panel database is allowed to be disposed and a
division where a panel selected from the second panel database is allowed to be
disposed and the panel layout function disposes the panel selected by the panel
selection function in a target division when the panel is allowed to be disposed in the
target division” is an obvious expedient since the remaining elements perform the same

functions as before. In re Karlson, 136 USPQ 184 (CCPA 1963.

Conclusion
7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from
the examiner should be directed to PIERRE E. ELISCA whose telephone number is
(671)272-6706. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 5:00. Hoteler.
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Dmitri Suhol can be reached on 571 272 4430. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD

Application or Docket Number

Substitute for Form PTO-875 15/253,964
APPLICATION AS FILED - PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED | NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($)
BASIC FEE
e o0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 280
SEARCH FEE
A o) N/A N/A N/A N/A 600
EXAMINATION FEE
A TIONFEE N/A N/A N/A N/A 720
TOTAL CLAIMS ’
(37 CFR 1.16(1)) 15 minus 20= OR |x 80 0.00
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ’
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 3 minus 3 = x 420 0.00
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(837 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* |f the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2 TOTAL TOTAL 1600
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART I
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE() FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Im| Total . i - =
> (37 OF(;HE 16()) Minus X = OR X
% Independent * Minus | *** =
o (37 CFR 1.16(h)) X = OR X
z Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
L Total * Minus | ** = =
= (37 OF(FJHE 16(i)) * OR |x
% Independent Minus | ** = M _ OR M
w (37 CFR 1.16(h)) -
<§: Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".
*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER I 371(c) DATE I UNIT I FIL FEE REC'D I ATTY DOCKET.NO ITOT CLA]MSIIND CLAIMSl
15/253,964 09/01/2016 3711 1600 SHP-15-1055CON 15 3
CONFIRMATION NO. 2313
35811 FILING RECEIPT

ONE LIBERTY PLAGE O O

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

Date Mailed: 09/15/2016

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Inventor(s)

Hirohiko Atobe, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Applicant(s)

GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;

Power of Attorney:

Thomas Christenbury--31750 Michael Burns--57593
Paul Taufer--35703 Lisa Lint--60856
Darius Gambino--41472 Priya Narahari--71526

Richard Cruz--52783
William Bartow--54981

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 14/291,358 05/30/2014 PAT 9457273

Foreign Applications (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.)

JAPAN 2013-116039 05/31/2013

JAPAN 2013-268385 12/26/2013

JAPAN 2014-042491 03/05/2014

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes
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Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

Request to Retrieve - This application either claims priority to one or more applications filed in an intellectual
property Office that participates in the Priority Document Exchange (PDX) program or contains a proper Request to
Retrieve Electronic Priority Application(s) (PTO/SB/38 or its equivalent). Consequently, the USPTO will attempt
to electronically retrieve these priority documents.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 09/13/2016

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 15/253,964

Projected Publication Date: 12/22/2016
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
Title

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND
INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

Preliminary Class
273
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
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patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
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SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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Attorney Docket No.: SHP-15-1055CON

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
P.0. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Customer No. 035811

Sirt
Transmitted herewith for filing is the patent application of
Hirohiko Atobe

First Named Inventor;

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION PROCESSING
APPARATUS

For:

We submit herewith:
X 16 pages of Specification, 6 pages of Claims, 1 page Abstract and [2 sheets of Drawings
X Declaration is being filed simultancously herewith
X Application Data Sheet
X Information Disclosure Statement with Form PTQ-1449
The filing fee has been calculated as shown below:
OTHER THAN

SMALL ENTITY SMALLENTITY

-
For Nutmber Filed Number Exira Rate Fee Rate Fee
Basic Fee (electronicatly filed) e e $70.00 $ OR $280.00 $£280.00
Search Fee . $300.00 5 $600.00 $600.00
Exanination Fee = — $360.00 3 $720.00 $720.00
Total Claims 15 Minus 20 = ‘ 0 % 4000 = |'$ x8000 = |8
Independent Claims 3 Minug 3 = g X210.00 = | § %x420.00 = 1 §
1 5 3 {{'the specification and drawings exceed 10U sheets of paper, th A
App’ scattort Size Fee Rpt;)l\c_ " ?1 size ::e due s 5405(5260 for sxmﬂ]eer:my) [{)'ufc’;w‘h g $200.00 S $40000 S
additional SO sheets or fraction thereof: §
Maultiple Dependent Claimis) Present $390.00 $ $780.00 $
TOTAL FEE $ oo OR $1,600.00
X Please charge my Deposit Account No. 50-2719 in the amount of $1,600.00.
X In regard to this communication, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional filing fees
required under 37 CFR §1.16 and any additional patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1.17 or credit any
overpayment to Deposit Aceount No, 50-2719.
X During the pendency of this application, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any filing fees for

presentation of extra claims under 37 CFR §1.16-and any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1.17 or credit any
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2719.

Respectfilbegubmitted,

¥

§
N

T Daniei Christenbury
Reg, No, 31,750

Date: September 1, 2016

TDC/jh
(215) 656-3381
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PTO/AIAI4 (11-15)
Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

. . Attorney Docket Number | SHP-15-1055CON
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION

Title of Invention | poCESSING APPARATUS

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the

document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

[ Portions or all of the application asscciated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.)

Inventor Information:

Remove
Inventor ‘1

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix|
| [+] Jironiko | Jtobe I
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency e Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City |Fokyo ||Country of Residence | |FP |

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 /o GREE, Inc.

Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi Minato-ku

City ‘ Irokyo I State/Province ‘ ‘
Postal Code | [1o6-6112 | Countryi [P

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be

generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

[ ] An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

Customer Number 35811

Email Address pto_phil@dlapiper.com | | Add Email | |Remove Email

Application Information:

Title of the Invention NFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS A
Attorney Docket Number| SHP-15-1055CON | Small Entity Status Claimed [ ]

Application Type Nonprovisional v
Subject Matter | tility -
Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 12 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any) | [1

EFS Web 2.2.12
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PTO/AIA/14 (11-15)

Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | SHP-15-1055CON

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
PROCESSING APPARATUS

Title of Invention

Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111(c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., “Domestic Benefit/Naticnal Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Information”).

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a).

Application number of the previously Filing date {YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country
filed application

Publication Information:
[] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Request Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under

39 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of atiorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).

Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One: ® Customer Number US Patent Practitioner ‘ (O Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)
Customer Number 35811

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 11%(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.

When referring to the current application, please leave the “Application Number” field blank.

Prior Application Status | Pending - Remove
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)

Continuation of 14/291358 2014-05-30

4

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form

by selecting the Add button. Add
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Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | SHP-15-1055CON

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —
Application Number

Title of Invention STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
PROCESSING APPARATUS

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet
constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When priority is claimed to a foreign application
that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX)I the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i){1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate
responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual
property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1).

Remove

Application Number Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codé (if applicable)
po13-116039 pp po13-05-31
Remove
Application Number Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codé {(if applicable)
ppo13-268385 pp po13-12-26
Remove
Application Number Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codé {(if applicable)
po14-042491 pp po14-03-05
zgzltg)unna;nlforelgn Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition
Applications

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also

contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March
[] 18, 2013

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March

16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
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Attorney Docket Number | SHP-15-1055CON

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION

Title of Invention | ppoCESSING APPARATUS

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed {see
paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office (EPO) access to any search results from the instant
application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-out of the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below.

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate.

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX) - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), the Japan Patent Office
(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’'s Republic of
China (SIPO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office
participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the
instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3} the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)

(1).

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent
application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

The applicant is reminded that the EPO’s Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to
the instant application.

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant
[] application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with
any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

B. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent
[ ] application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant
application.
NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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; i Attorney Docket Number | SHP-15-1055CON
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION

Title of Invention | ppoCESSING APPARATUS

Applicant Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant |1

If the applicant is the inventor {(or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.48. If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be

identified in this section.

® Assignee Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 Joint Inventor

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is:

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. X

Organization Name SREE, Inc.

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 1 6-10-1 Roppongi Minato-ku

Address 2

City okyo State/Province

Countrj ‘ P Postal Code 106-6112
Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assighment recorded by the Office.

EFS Web 2212

Supercell
Exhibit 1007
Page 200



PTO/AIA/14 (11-15)

Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

; i Attorney Docket Number | SHP-15-1055CON
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION

Title of Invention | ppoCESSING APPARATUS

Assignee |1

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information” section will appear on the patent application
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this secticn only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the
patent application publication.

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assighee is an Organization check here. ]
Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

i | ]

Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:

Address 1

Address 2

City | State/Province
Countryi ‘ I Postal Code
Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by

selecting the Add button. Add

Signature:

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be sighed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). However, if this Application
Data Sheet is submitted with the INITIAL filing of the application and either box A or B is not checked in
subsection 2 of the “Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access” section, then this form must
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c).

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic
entity (e.g., corporation or association). If the applicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or more joint inventor-applicants who have been given
power of attorney (e.g., see USPTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants.

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications.

Signature (TDC/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD)| p016-09-01
First Name rf Daniel Last Name ‘ IChristenbury Registration Number 1750
Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add
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Title of Invention | ppoCESSING APPARATUS

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which

is to file (and by the USFTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.5.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This

collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to

complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR

COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related to a patent
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information
is 35 U.5.C. 2(b){2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and {3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of
the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act {5 U.5.C. 552) and the Privacy
Act (5 US.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of
Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom
the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform
a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use,
to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent CooperationTreaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181)
and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act {42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, during an
inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
proegrams, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2604 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of
records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 US.C.
122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use,
to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes
aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS Web 2.2.12

Supercell

Exhibit 1007

Page 203



STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD,

AND INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application is a continuation application of US Serial No. 14/291,358 that claims
the benefit of JP 2013-116039, filed on May 31, 2013, JP 2013-268385, filed on December 26,
2013, and JP 2014-42491, filed on March 5, 2014. The entire content of JP 2013-116039, JP

2013-268385 and JP 2004-42491 is hereby incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] This disclosure relates to a storage medium storing a game program, a game process-
ing method, and an information processing apparatus and, in particular, to a storage medium
storing a game program and a game processing method of a game in which a plurality of char-

acters battle against each other, and an information processing apparatus that controls the game.

BACKGROUND

[0003] In recent years, with the spread of electronic apparatuses such as smart phones and
tablets, games played on these electronic apparatuses have been actively developed.

[0004] As an example of such a game, there is a card game in which the user plays against
other users or against the computer using cards collected in the game.

[0005] Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2007-252696 discloses a

technique regarding the card game described above. According to that technique, the user
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configures a deck with cards used in a play which is selected from a plurality of cards that the
user owns, and plays a rock-paper-scissors game or the like with an opponent using the deck.

[0006] Such a card game system is familiar to many users today. However, since the use of
a two-dimensional card in the battle scene is sometimes boring, there have been calls for

improvement.

SUMMARY

[0007] It could therefore be helpful to provide a storage medium storing a game program and
a game processing method of a game that gives a user a high visual effect, and an information
processing apparatus that controls the game.

[0008] My storage medium stores a game program for a game in which first and second
characters do battle. The game program causes a computer to realize: a data storage function of
storing a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character posesses,
and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character posesses;
a panel selection function of selecting panels to be disposed in frames of a game display screen
including a display region formed by one or more frames, from the first and second panel
databases; a panel layout function of placing the panels selected by the panel selection function
in the frames; a screen display control function of displaying the game display screen on a screen
display unit; and a frame execution function of executing the frames in which the panels are
disposed by the panel layout function in predetermined order.

[0009] The predetermined order may be determined based on arrangement, shapes, and/or

sizes of the panels.
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[0010] My storage medium stores a game program that is for a game in which first and
second characters do battle. The game program causes a computer to realize: a data storage
function of storing a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character
posesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character
posesses; a panel selection function of selecting panels to be disposed in frames of a game
display screen including a display region formed by one or more frames, from the first and
second panel databases; a panel layout function of placing the panels selected by the panel
selection function in the frames; a screen display control function of displaying the game display
screen on a screen display unit; and a frame execution function of executing the frames in which
the panels are disposed by the panel layout function, based on panel information indicating
characteristics of the panels disposed in the frames.

[0011] The first character may be a user, the second character may be an enemy of the user,
and the user and the enemy may play as a friend and a foe.

[0012] The first character may be a user, the second character may be a friend of the user,
and the user and the friend may play as friends.

[0013] The plurality of panels may be given according to progress of the game.

[0014] The storage medium storing a game program described above may cause a computer
to further realize an emphasized display function of emphasizing and displaying the panels
disposed in the frames executed by the frame execution function.

[0015] The panel information may include information regarding the size of each panel.
[0016] The panel information may include information regarding the capability of each
panel, and the strength of the capability may correspond to the size of each panel.

[0017] The display region may be divided by a plurality of turns.
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[0018] Each of the panels may display a still image.

[0019] Each of the frames may further have a text display portion that displays texts, and the
text display portion may be displayed to overlap the panel disposed in the frame.

[0020] Each of the frames may have a frame portion, and a frame portion of a frame, in
which a panel selected from the first panel database is disposed, and a frame portion of a frame,
in which a panel selected from the second panel database is disposed, may be constructed in
different colors.

[0021] My game processing method is for a game in which first and second characters do
battle. The game processing method causes a computer to execute: a data storage step of storing
a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character posesses, and a
second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character posesses; a
panel selection step of selecting panels to be disposed in frames of a game display screen
including a display region formed by one or more frames, from the first and second panel
databases; a panel layout step of placing the panels selected in the panel selection step in the
frames; a screen display control step of displaying the game display screen on a screen display
unit; and a frame execution step of executing the frames, in which the panels are disposed in the
panel layout step, in predetermined order.

[0022] My game processing method is for a game in which first and second characters do
battle. The game processing method causes a computer to execute: a data storage step of storing
a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character posesses, and a
second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character posesses; a
panel selection step of selecting panels to be disposed in frames of a game display screen includ-

ing a display region formed by one or more frames, from the first and second panel databases; a
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panel layout step of placing the panels selected in the panel selection step in the frames; a screen
display control step of displaying the game display screen on a screen display unit; and a frame
execution step of executing the frames in which the panels are disposed in the panel layout step,
based on panel information indicating characteristics of the panels disposed in the frames.

[0023] My information processing apparatus is an information processing apparatus that
controls a game in which first and second characters do battle. The information processing
apparatus includes: a data storage unit that stores a first panel database that includes a plurality
of panels that the first character posesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of
panels that the second character posesses; and a control unit. The control unit includes: a screen
display control section that displays a game display screen that includes a display region formed
by one or more frames on a screen display unit; a panel selection section that selects panels to be
disposed in the frames of the display region, from the first and second panel databases; a panel
layout section that places the panels selected by the panel selection section in the frames; and a
frame execution section that executes the frames, in which the panels are disposed by the panel
layout section, in predetermined order.

[0024] My information processing apparatus controls a game in which first and second
characters do battle. The information processing apparatus includes: a data storage unit that
stores a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the first character posesses,
and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the second character posesses;
and a control unit. The control unit includes: a screen display control section that displays a
game display screen that includes a display region formed by one or more frames on a screen
display unit; a panel selection section that selects panels to be disposed in the frames of the

display region, from the first and second panel databases; a panel layout section that places the
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panels selected by the panel selection section in the frames; and a frame execution section that
executes the frames in which the panels are disposed by the panel layout section, based on panel
information indicating characteristics of the panels disposed in the frames.

[0025] According to the storage medium, the game processing method, and the information

processing apparatus, it is possible to provide a game that gives a user a high visual effect.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026] Fig. 1 is a flowchart showing an example of a game program.

[0027] Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of an information processing
apparatus.

[0028] Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a game display screen.
[0029] Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram showing an example of the game display screen.
[0030] Figs. 5A and 5B are schematic diagrams showing examples of a panel.

[0031] Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram showing an example of the panel.

[0032] Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

[0033] Fig. 8 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

[0034] Fig. 9 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

[0035] Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

[0036] Figs. 11A and 11B are schematic diagrams explaining examples of the game.

[0037] Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0038] A game program according to examples will be described with reference to the
accompanying diagrams.

[0039] The game program is for a game in which the first and second characters battle
against each other, and causes a computer to realize a data storage function, a panel selection
function, a panel layout function, a screen display control function, and an emphasized display
function.

[0040] Fig. 1 is a flowchart showing an example of a game program 100.

[0041] Using the data storage function, a first panel database including a plurality of panels
that the first character posesses and a second panel database including a plurality of panels that
the second character posesses are stored (STEP 110). This function can be realized by a data
storage unit to be described later.

[0042] Using the panel selection function, panels to be disposed in frames of the game
display screen including a battle display region formed by one or more frames are selected from
the first panel database including a plurality of panels that the first character posesses and the
second panel database including a plurality of panels that the second character posesses (STEP
120). This function can be realized by a panel selection section to be described later.

[0043] Using the panel layout function, the panels selected by the panel selection function
are disposed in the frames (STEP 130). This function can be realized by a panel layout section
to be described later.

[0044] Using the screen display control function, the game display screen is displayed on a
screen display unit (STEP 140). The screen display unit receives a signal output from a screen

display control section of an information processing apparatus, which will be described later.
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For example, a display device provided in a user terminal can be used. In addition, it is possible
to use a touch panel type display that also serves as an input unit to be described later. This
function can be realized by the screen display control section to be described later.

[0045] Using the emphasized display function, the panel disposed by the panel layout func-
tion is emphasized and displayed on the screen display unit based on the panel information indi-
cating the characteristics of the panel (STEP 150). “Emphasized display” refers to displaying a
specific panel of the panels disposed in the frames noticeably compared with the other panels.
As examples of emphasized display, it is possible to display a movie or display a frame to sur-
round the panel. This function can be realized by an emphasized display section to be described
later.

[0046] The game program can be executed in a server apparatus or a user terminal to
perform each process of the game described above. In addition, the game program can be
provided in a state where the game program is recorded on a computer-readable recording
medium. Recording media is not particularly limited as long as the recording media can be read
by the computer such as a CD-ROM and a DVD.

[0047] Next, a game processing method according to an example will be described.

[0048] The game processing method is for a game in which the first and second characters
battle against each other, and includes a data storage step, a panel selection step, a panel layout
step, a screen display control step, and an emphasized display step.

[0049] In the data storage step, a first panel database including a plurality of panels that the
first character posesses and a second panel database including a plurality of panels that the
second character posesses are stored. This step can be processed by the data storage unit to be

described later.
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[0050] In the panel selection step, panels to be disposed in frames of the game display screen
including a battle display region formed by one or more frames are selected from the first and
second panel databases. This step can be processed by the panel selection section to be
described later.

[0051] In the panel layout step, the panels selected in the panel selection step are disposed in
the frames. This step can be processed by the panel layout section to be described later.

[0052] In the screen display control step, the game display screen is displayed on the screen
display unit. This step can be processed by the screen display control section to be described
later.

[0053] In the emphasized display step, the panel disposed in the panel layout step is
emphasized and displayed on the screen display unit based on the panel information indicating
the characteristics of the panel. This step can be processed by the emphasized display section to
be described later.

[0054] Next, an information processing apparatus according to an example will be described
with reference to the accompanying diagrams.

[0055] Fig. 2 is a block diagram schematically showing an example of the information
processing apparatus.

[0056] An information processing apparatus 200 controls a game in which the first and
second characters battle against each other, and includes a data storage unit 210 and a control
unit 220.

[0057] The data storage unit 210 stores a first panel database 211 that includes a plurality of
panels that the first character posesses, and a second panel database 212 that includes a plurality

of panels that the second character posesses.
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[0058] The control unit 220 includes: a screen display control section 221 that displays a
game display screen that includes a battle display region formed by one or more frames on the
screen display unit; a panel selection section 222 that selects panels to be disposed in the frames
of the battle display region, from the first panel databases 211 and second panel databases 212; a
panel layout section 223 that disposes the panels selected by the panel selection section 222 in
the frames; and an emphasized display section 224 that emphasizes and displays the panels
disposed by the panel layout section 223 on the screen display unit based on the panel
information indicating the characteristics of the panels. As the screen display unit, a display
device and the like can be mentioned. In addition, it is possible to use a touch panel type display
that also serves as an input unit to be described later.

[0059] A first panel group configured to include a plurality of panels that the first character
posesses is stored in the first panel database 211.

[0060] A second panel group configured to include a plurality of panels that the second
character posesses is stored in the second panel database 212.

[0061] Although not shown in the diagram, the information processing apparatus 200 can
include an input receiving unit that receives an input to give an instruction to the control unit
220. As means for the input received by the input receiving unit, everything that the information
processing apparatus operated by the user may have such as buttons, a keyboard or a mouse, is
included. In addition, as described above, it is also possible to use a touch panel type input.
[0062] While the information processing apparatus 200 can be a server apparatus or a user
terminal such as a mobile phone or a smart phone, the information processing apparatus 200 can

also be configured to include a user terminal and a server apparatus.
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[0063] Fig. 3 is a diagram schematically showing an example of a game display screen 300
displayed on the screen display unit. As shown in Fig. 3, the game display screen 300 is a game
display screen of a game in which the first and second characters battle against each other. The
game display screen 300 includes a battle display region 310 formed by one or more frames (in
Fig. 3, frames A to G).

[0064] As shown in Fig. 3, a character (PLAYER) that the user uses can be set as the first
character, and a character (ENEMY) that the computer uses can be set as the second character.
Alternatively, although not shown in the diagram, the character (PLAYER) that the user uses can
be set as the first character, and a character (FRIEND) that another user uses can be set as the
second character.

[0065] Panels selected from the first panel group configured to include a plurality of panels
that the first character posesses and the second panel group configured to include a plurality of
panels that the second character posesses are disposed in the frames A to G. In the example
shown in Fig. 3, panels selected from the first panel group are disposed in the frames A, B, D,
and F, and panels selected from the second panel group are disposed in the frames C, E, and G.
[0066] The emphasized display section 224 can execute the frames in predetermined order,
and emphasize and display the panels disposed in the executed frames. The battle proceeds by
executing the frames A to G in order of the frames A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.

[0067] That is, according to the game display screen 300 according to the example, the battle
between the first and second characters proceeds in a format like a cartoon. Therefore, since the
user can play the game with a sense of reading a cartoon, the visual effect that the user receives

is greatly improved compared to known games.
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[0068] In the game display screen 300, the battle can be performed based on the panel
information regarding the panel that is emphasized and displayed by the emphasized display
section 224. In this case, the panel information is assumed to include information regarding the
size of the panel.

[0069] In addition, each panel described above can have an arbitrary size. In the example
shown in Fig. 4, the game display screen 300 includes the battle display region 310 formed by
frames H to O. In the battle display region 310 divided into cells of “4 columns x 4 rows,” each
of panels disposed in the frames H and N has a size corresponding to four cells. Similarly, each
of panels disposed in the frames J and O has a size corresponding to two cells, and each of panels
disposed in the frames I, K, L, and M has a size corresponding to one cell.

[0070] Specifically, assuming that each row indicates a turn of a battle, the occupancy of
action in each turn in horizontally long frames such as the frames H, N, and O, is high compared
to that in horizontally short frames such as the frames I, J, K, L, and M. Accordingly, for
example, in the first turn, only the action of the first player is performed.

[0071] In the vertically long frames such as the frames J and N, their actions are first
performed in the previous turn. That is, for example, the frame J over the second and third turns
is executed prior to the frame M disposed in the third turn.

[0072] That is, a panel the size of which is larger and presents at a position where a turn
number is earlier leads a battle advantageously.

[0073] In addition, although the case where the battle proceeds from the upper left to the
lower right is shown in the example described above, the battle may proceed from the upper right

to the lower left.

12

Supercell
Exhibit 1007
Page 215



[0074] As described above, it is preferable that the battle display region 310 be divided by
the turn indicating the unit of the progress of the battle.

[0075] In addition, it is preferable that the shape of the panel be a rectangle. Panels can have
various shapes such as a circle, a triangle, and a polygon, as well as the rectangle (including a
square) such as a card in the related art.

[0076] In addition, it is preferable that the panel information described above include
information on the capability of the panel. The capability information refers to information
including attack, defense (avoidance), attributes, recovery, and skills to disable or replace the
frame, for example. The effect of the capability is assumed to correspond to the size of the
panel. Accordingly, the effect of the frames H and N with a large panel size is higher than that
of the other frames.

[0077] In addition, the panel can display a still image. As an example of the still image, as
shown in Figs. SA and 5B, the action described above can be assumed to be expressed by way of
illustration. Fig. SA shows a still image of a panel with information of attack, and the illustration
of the character to make a punch attack is drawn. Similarly, Fig. 5B shows a still image of a
panel with information of defense, and the illustration of the character to avoid the attack of the
enemy is drawn.

[0078] Preferably, these panels display a movie when the panels are emphasized and
displayed. The movie is an animation that displays a plurality of still images consecutively.
[0079] Fig. 6 is a diagram schematically showing the panel of the frame F shown in Fig. 3.
As shown in Fig. 6, it is preferable that the frame described above further have a text display
portion 10 to display texts. Preferably, the text display portion 10 is displayed to overlap the

panel disposed in the frame.
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[0080] In addition to the panel described above, the frame preferably has a sound effect
display portion 20 to display the texts showing the sound effect and/or an effect display portion
30 to display the effect. These portions can be displayed with a movie when the frame is
emphasized and displayed. Due to these portions, the visual effect given to the user is further
improved. In addition, the information processing apparatus operated by the user may be
vibrated in conjunction with the sound effect display portion 20 or the like.

[0081] It is preferable that the panel, which is emphasized and displayed, be disposed in the
middle of the game display screen 300. That is, the panel that is emphasized and displayed is
displayed to zoom in. Accordingly, the visual effect given to the user is further improved.

[0082] In addition, it is preferable that the frame have a frame portion. In this frame portion,
it is preferable that a frame portion of a frame in which the panel selected from the first panel
group is disposed, and a frame portion of a frame in which the panel selected from the second
panel group is disposed, be constructed in different colors. In this case, the panel of the first
character and the panel of the second character can be visually easily distinguished.

[0083] In addition, as shown in Fig. 3, when the battle does not fit in the battle display region
310, it is preferable to provide a page turn portion 40 to proceed to the next page in a part of the
frame executed at the end.

[0084] Preferably, the panels described above are automatically disposed in the frames by a
computer. In this case, it is possible to save the time and effort taken for the user to dispose the
panels. The battle result is preferably determined based on the panel information at a stage
where the panels are disposed. In addition, it is also possible to change the battle result by
changing the panel, which is displayed on the next page, by the operation (action for recovery or

the like) of the user during the battle.
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[0085] In addition, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the game display screen 300 can include a
gauge display portion 320 to display the gauge of the character. This gauge shows hit points
(hereinafter, described as HP) indicating the strength of the character or character points
(hereinafter, described as CP) indicating the action force of the character. The HP is decreased
by receiving the action of the attack of the opponent, and is increased by taking action for
recovery. On the other hand, the CP is decreased by placing a large panel.

[0086] In Fig. 4, an example is shown in which all sizes of the panel objects can be
expressed as an integral multiple of the cell. However, this disclosure is not limited to this.
[0087] Next, the basic flow of a game displayed on the game display screen will be
described.

[0088] A game described as an example herein has a main cycle and a sub-cycle. In the
main cycle, as shown in Fig. 7, the user selects one character from a plurality of characters
presented, and collects panels while advancing the quest. For a plurality of characters, it is
possible to set the characteristics such as power type, speed type, stamina type and balanced
type. Fig 8 shows an example of the quest and the character selected by the user does battle
with a boss character after a battle with a plurality of enemy characters. A panel can be acquired
as a reward for the battle with the enemy characters and the boss character. In addition, it is also
possible to acquire the panel in a specific event or the like. Thus, the user acquires the panel by
advancing the game.

[0089] Then, in the sub-cycle, the user can use the acquired panel to strengthen the deck for
the battle or can use the acquired panel to develop a character. Developing the character refers to
combining the character selected by the user with the acquired panel. As shown in Fig. 9, panels

are used to strengthen each part (body, arms, legs, skill, and the like) of the body of the
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character. For example, a panel with information of the strength is used to strengthen the body
of the character, a panel with information of the attack is used to strengthen the arms of the
character, a panel with information of the defense is used to strengthen the legs of the character,
and a panel with information of special technique effects during the battle is used to reinforce the
skills of the character. In addition, a setting to make it possible to select a larger number of other
characters or to use a stronger panel as the level of the character rises can also be made.

[0090] As shown in Fig. 10, as a reward for the battle or the event, there is an evolution
material in addition to the panel. By using this evolution material, the selected character can be
evolved into a character wearing a different costume. The character after evolution can have a
capability exceeding the upper limit of the capability of the selected character before evolution.
[0091] As shown in Fig. 11A, even before the battle, it is possible to advance the story in a
format like a cartoon. Then, after a battle start screen is displayed as shown in Fig. 11B, the
battle is started.

[0092] In such a flow of the game, when a battle starts, the battle using the game display
screen described above is performed. Fig. 12 shows another example of the game display screen.
For the enemy character and the character selected by the user, it is possible to set the
compatibility according to the attributes. In addition, when three or more specific panels are
disposed within one game display screen, it is also possible to generate a combo exhibiting the
effect beyond the effects of these cards.

[0093] Those described above show example of the representative configurations, and my

storage media, game programs, methods and apparatus are not limited to the example.
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What is claimed is:

1. A non-transitory computer readable recording medium storing game program
code instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do battle, and when the game
program code instructions are executed by a computer, the game program code instructions cause
the computer to perform:

a data storage function of storing a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels
that the first user posesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the
second user posesses;

a panel selection function of selecting one or more panels to be disposed in one or more
divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by the divisions, from the
first panel database and the second panel database;

a panel layout function of disposing the panels selected by the panel selection function in
the divisions; and

a screen display control function of displaying the game display screen on a screen
display unit, wherein

the data storage function further stores points set for the first user, which are decreased by
disposing a panel,

the panel selection function selects a panel from the first panel database according to the
points set for the first user,

the divisions include a division where a panel selected from the first panel database is
allowed to be disposed and a division where a panel selected from the second panel database is

allowed to be disposed, and
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the panel layout function disposes the panel selected by the panel selection function in a

target division when the panel is allowed to be disposed in the target division.

2. The recording medium according to claim 1, causing a computer to further
perform a division execution function of executing the divisions in which the panels are disposed

by the panel layout function in predetermined order.

3. The recording medium according to claim 2, wherein the predetermined order is

determined based on arrangement, shapes, and/or sizes of the panels.

4. The recording medium according to claim 1, causing a computer to further
perform a division execution function of executing the divisions in which the panels are disposed
by the panel layout function, based on panel information indicating characteristics of the panels

disposed in the divisions.

5. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of panels are

given according to progress of the game.

6. The recording medium storing the game program according to claim 2, causing a
computer to further perform:
an emphasized display function of emphasizing and displaying the panels disposed in the

divisions executed by the division execution function.
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7. The recording medium according to claim 4, wherein the panel information

includes information regarding a size of each panel.

8. The recording medium according to claim 4,
wherein the panel information includes information regarding a capability of each panel,
and

strength of the capability corresponds to the size of each panel.

9. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the display region is divided

by a plurality of turns.

10. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein each of the panels displays a

still image.

11.  The recording medium according to claim 1,
wherein each of the divisions further posesses a text display portion for displaying texts,
and

the text display portion is displayed to overlap the panel disposed in the division.
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12. The recording medium according to claim 1,

wherein each of the divisions has a frame portion, and

a frame portion of a division in which a panel selected from the first panel database is
disposed, and a frame portion of a division in which a panel selected from the second panel

database is disposed, are constructed in different colors.

13.  The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein a configuration of the

divisions is changed according to progress of the game.

14. A game processing method for a game in which a first user and a second user join
battles, and when executed by a computer, the game processing method causes the computer to
perform:

a data storage step of storing a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that
the first user posesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the
second user posesses;

a panel selection step of selecting one or more panels, which are to be disposed in one or
more divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by the divisions, from
the first panel database and the second panel database;

a panel layout step of disposing the panels selected by the panel selection step in the
divisions; and

a screen display control step of displaying the game display screen on a screen display

unit, wherein
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the data storage step further stores points set for the first user, which are decreased by
disposing a panel,

the panel selection step selects a panel from the first panel database according to the
points set for the first user,

the divisions include a division where a panel selected from the first panel database is
allowed to be disposed and a division where a panel selected from the second panel database is
allowed to be disposed, and

the panel layout step disposes the panel selected by the panel selection step in a target

division in a case where the panel is allowed to be disposed in the target division.

15.  An information processing apparatus that controls a game in which a first user
and a second user do battle, comprising:

a server apparatus or user terminal, comprising;

a data storage unit that stores a first panel database that includes a plurality of panels that
the first user posesses, and a second panel database that includes a plurality of panels that the
second user posesses; and

a control unit,

wherein the control unit includes:

a screen display control section that displays a game display screen that includes a
display region formed by one or more divisions, on a screen display unit;

a panel selection section that selects panels to be disposed in the divisions of the display

region, from the first panel database and the second panel database; and
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a panel layout section that disposes the panels selected by the panel selection section in
the divisions, wherein

the data storage unit further stores points set for the first user, which are decreased by
disposing a panel,

the panel selection section selects a panel from the first panel database according to the
points set for the first user,

the divisions include a division where a panel selected from the first panel database is
allowed to be disposed and a division where a panel selected from the second panel database is
allowed to be disposed, and

the panel layout section disposes the panel selected by the panel selection section in a

target division when the panel is allowed to be disposed in the target division.
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Abstract

A game in which a first user and a second user do battle includes storing a first panel
database that includes a plurality of panels that the first user possesses, and a second panel
database that includes a plurality of panels that the second user possesses; selecting one or more
panels to be disposed in one or more divisions of a game display screen including a display
region formed by the divisions, from the first panel database and the second panel database;
disposing the panels selected by the panel section function in the divisions; and displaying the
game display screen on a screen display unit, wherein the data storage function further stores
points set for the first user, which are decreased by disposing a panel, and the panel selection

function selects a panel from the first panel database according to the points set for the first user.
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AB US 2007/0032282 Al 02/08/2007 Izumi Hamamoto

AC US 2013/0288787 Al 10/31/2013 Naoto Yoshie et al.

AD US 2014/0221094 Al 08/07/2014 Kaname Fujioka et al.

AE US 2014/0248947 Al 09/04/2014 Naoto Yoshie et al.

Kazuya Takahashi

AF US 2014/0295937 Al 10/02/2014 etal

AG US 2015/0057085 Al 02/26/2015 Keisuke Tagawa et al.

AH

Al

AJ

AK

AL

AM

AN

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
TRANSLATION
DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE COUNTRY CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO

AO 2006-341024 A (US °545) 12/21/2006 JP X

AP 2007-252696 A 10/04/2007 JP Abstract only

AQ 2013-054519 A 03/21/2013 JP X

AR

AS

AT

AU

OTHER PUBLICATIONS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Elc.)

AV Notice of Reasons for Refusal dated July 12, 2016 of corresponding Japanese Application No. 2014-042491 with English translation

AW

EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED

*EXAMINER: Initial if publication considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered.
Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant.
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503987144 09/01/2016
PATENT ASSIGNMENT COVER SHEET

Electronic Version v1.1 EPAS ID: PAT4033801
Stylesheet Version v1.2
SUBMISSION TYPE: NEW ASSIGNMENT
NATURE OF CONVEYANCE: ASSIGNMENT
CONVEYING PARTY DATA
Name Execution Date
HIROHIKO ATOBE 05/29/2014
RECEIVING PARTY DATA
Name: GREE, INC.
Street Address: 6-10-1 ROPPONGI
Internal Address: MINATO-KU
City: TOKYO
State/Country: JAPAN
Postal Code: 106-6112
PROPERTY NUMBERS Total: 1
Property Type Number
Application Number: 15253964

CORRESPONDENCE DATA
Fax Number: (215)656-2498

Correspondence will be sent to the e-mail address first; if that is unsuccessful, it will be sent
using a fax number, if provided; if that is unsuccessful, it will be sent via US Mail.

Phone: 215-656-3381

Email: pto.phil@dlapiper.com

Correspondent Name: IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)

Address Line 1: ONE LIBERTY PLACE

Address Line 2: 1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900

Address Line 4: PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19103
ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER: SHP-15-1055C0ON/388828-022
NAME OF SUBMITTER: LESLIE J. HOOD
SIGNATURE: /LJH/
DATE SIGNED: 09/01/2016

This document serves as an Oath/Declaration (37 CFR 1.63).

Total Attachments: 3

source=DeclarationAndAssignment#page1 .tif
source=DeclarationAndAssignment#page?2.tif
source=DeclarationAndAssignment#page3.tif
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