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AttorneyDocketNo.: GH—15—105SCON-CON-CON

COM'MISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Customer No. 035811

Sir:

Transmitted herewith for filing is the patent application of

Inventor: Hirohiko Atobe

 For: STORAGE WDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION PROCESSING
APPARATUS

We submit herewith:

A 14 pages of Specification, 6 pages of Claims, 1 page Abstract, 12 pages of Drawings
_x_ Declaration

_x_ Application Data Sheet
__ Hard Copy of Sequence Listing with computer readable form and Statement
_)_(_ Information Disclosure Statement with Form PTO-1449

The filing fee has been calculated as shown below:
OTHER THAN

SMALL ENTITY SMALL ENTITY

-n
  $280.00 $280.00

$600.00 $600.00

$720.00 $720.00

  

X 80.00 =

X42000 = $1,260.00

$400.00

—$

X4000 =

x210.00 = $

$200.00 _ 
searCh Fee _
Examination Fee _

' ' ' If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets of paper, the
Apphcaflon SIZE Fee application size fee due is $400 ($200 for small entity) for each

Number Filed Number Extra

Total Claims 15 Minus 2O —

additional 50 sheets or fraction thereof.

Basic Fee (electronically filed) —

Multiple Dependent Claim(s) Present

     
TOTAL FEE 3; @ $2,860.00

31. Please charge my Deposit Account No. 50-2719 in the amount of $2,860.00.

_)g__ In regard to this communication, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional filing fees
required under 37 CFR §l.l6 and any additional patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1.17 or credit any
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2719.

x During the pendeney of this application, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any filing fees for
presentation of extra claims under 37 CFR §1.16 and any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1 .17 or credit any
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2719.

Reszbmitted,
Date: August 25, 2017 T. Daniel Christenbury
TDC/rk Reg. No. 31,750

(215) 656-3381
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. .

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76
Application Number 

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
T't'e 0f '"V9”I'°“ PROCESSING APPARATUS   
The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.78.
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application. 

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2: 

I:I Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.) 

Inventor Information:

 

Middle Name

 

Residence Information (Select One) US Residency 0 Non US Residency Active US Military Service

Country°f Residence‘
 
 

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 I o GREE, Inc.
Address 2 I—10—1 Roppongi, Minato—ku

_I—Staterprovince
Postal Code

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be

generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

 

  
Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a). 

An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.  
 

Customer Number

Email Address

 

    
  

Title of the Invention
NFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

Attorney Docket Number Small Entity Status Claimed |:

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (it any) Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)
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Attorney Docket Number GII—15—105500N—CON—CON
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

 

Application Number 

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
““9 °f Invent“ PROCESSING APPARATUS 

Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 1 11(c) and 37 CFR1.57(a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate 5ection(s) below (i.e., "Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information" and "Foreign Priority Information"). 
For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a). i

Application number of the previously Filing date (YYYY—MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country
filed application

fififi
Publication Information:

D Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

 

  
 

Request Not to Publish. I hereby request that the attached application not be published under
35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.
 
Representative Information: 

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).
Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing. 

Please Select One: 0 Customer Number US Patent Practitioner 0 Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9) Customer Number I=5811

Domestic Benefithational Stage Information:
This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.
When referring to the current application, please leave the "Application Number” field blank.

Application Number Continuity Type

I—I_I

 

  
  

 

  
  

 

   
 
 

 

 

Remove

Filing or 371(c) Date
(YYYY-MM-DD)

 

 
 Prior Application Number 

' 016—12—27
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Attorney Docket Number GII—15—105500N—CON—CON 

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76
Application Number 

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
PROCESSING APPARATUS

Application Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Continuity Type Number (YYYY—MM——DD) Patent Number (YYYY—MM—DD)

I15/391123 M151253964 [016-09—01 '636583 0110502Prior Application Status_I Remove

Title of Invention 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
Remove 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   

 
 

 
  

  

 
  

 
   

   

Application . . Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)

15/253964 IContinuation of El |14l291358 l2014—05—30 9457273 l2016—10—04
Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form
by selecting the Add button. 

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet

constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.5_5. When priority is claimed to a foreign application

that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX)l the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i)(1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate

responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual

property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1).

Remove

Application Number I Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codel (if applicable)

I“I_I

Application Number I Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access CodeI (if applicable)

I“I_I

 

 
 

 

 

 

Remove

Application Number I Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access CodeI (if applicable)

I“I_I—
Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the
Add button.

 
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition

Applications 

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also
contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March
16, 2013.

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March

16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA.
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Application Number 

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
““9 °f Invent“ PROCESSING APPARATUS 

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written

authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application—as-filed (see
paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office (EPO) access to any search results from the instant

application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-out of the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below.

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind

authorization for access by a foreign lP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/BQ must be used as appropriate.

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX) - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), the Japan Patent Office
(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of
China (SIPO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office

participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed

and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the
instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)

(1)-

 

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 (opt—out of authorization) is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent
application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

 

The applicant is reminded that the EPO’s Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to

the instant application.

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant

D application-as—filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with
any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

B. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent

|:| application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant
application.

NOTE: Once the application has published or is othenNise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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Attorney Docket Number Gll—15—105500N—CON—CON
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

 

Application Number 

Title of Invention STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATIONPROCESSING APPARATUS 
Applicant Information:
 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant 1

If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be
identified in this section.

Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 Joint Inventor

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is:

Name of the Deceased or Legally lncapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. IX

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 1 -—10—1 Roppongi, Minato—ku

Address 2

 

 

 

 

StateIProvince

Postal Code 106-6112

 

Phone Number    

 
 

Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:
 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assignment recorded by the Office.
 

EFS Web 2.2.12

Patent Owner Gree, Inc.

Exhibit 2004 - Page 6 of 234



Patent Owner Gree, Inc. 
Exhibit 2004 - Page 7 of 234

PTOIAIAI14 (11-15)
Approved for use through 0413012017. OMB 0651-0032

US. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number GII—15—105500N—CON—CON 

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 _ _
Application Number 

Title of Invention STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATIONPROCESSING APPARATUS

Assignee 1 

Complete this section if assignee information, including non—applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent
application publication. An assignee—applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application
publication as an applicant. For an assignee—applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the
patent application publication. 

Remove

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. |:|

Given Name Middle Name Family Name

 

 

  
Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:

Phone Number Fax Number   
Email Address

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by
selecting the Add button.

 
 

Signature:

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). However, if this Application
Data Sheet is submitted with the INITIAL filing of the application fl either box A or B is n_ot checked in

subsection 2 of the “Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access” section, then this form must
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c).

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic
entity (e.g., corporation or association). If the applicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a

patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or more joint inventor-applicants who have been given
power of attorney (e.g., see USPTO Form PTO/AlA/81) on behalf of ill joint inventor-applicants.

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications.

Signature Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 01—708—25

First Name . ' Last Name ' Registration Number 1750

 

 

 

 
 Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button.
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Attorney Docket Number GII—15—105500N—CON—CON
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

 

Application Number 

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
““9 °f Invent“ PROCESSING APPARATUS 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, US. Patent and
Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313—1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (PL 93—579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related to a patent
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information
is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary: and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of
the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1 The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy
Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department ofJustice to determine whether the Freedom of
Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom
the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform
a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552alm).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use,
to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent CooperationTreaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181)
and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, during an
inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of
records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
122(b) or issuance ofa patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use,
to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes
aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 
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ABSTRACT

A non-transitory computer readable recording medium stores game program code

instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do battle, and when the game

program code instructions are executed by a computer, the game program code instructions cause

the computer to perform a data storage function of storing a first panel data that includes a

plurality of panels associated with the first user to a storage unit; a control function of receiving

information regarding a selection by the first user, the selection being for one or more panels

indicating characters to be disposed in one or more divisions of a game display screen including

a display region formed by the divisions; the data storage function further stores the panel

associated with information of motion to the storage unit, and the control function transmits

information for displaying the panel as a moving character according to the information of

motion associated with the panel when the panel is disposed in a target division.

-21-
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What is claimed is:

l. A non-transitory computer readable recording medium storing game program

code instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do battle, and when the game

program code instructions are executed by a computer, the game program code instructions cause

the computer to perform:

a data storage function of storing a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user to a storage unit,

a control function of receiving information regarding a selection by the first user, the

selection being for one or more panels indicating characters to be disposed in one or more

divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by the divisions;

the data storage function further stores the panel associated with information of motion to

the storage unit, and

the control function transmits information for displaying the panel as a moving character

according to the information of motion associated with the panel when the panel is disposed in a

target division.

2. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the control function

disposes the panel in the target division or receives an instruction for disposing the panel in the

target division when the panel selected by the first user is allowed to be disposed in the target

division,

3. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the data storage function

further stores the panel associated with information of text to be displayed to overlap the panel to

the storage unit, and

the control function transmits information for displaying the game display screen in

which the panel overlapped with the text is disposed in the target division on the basis of the

panel selected by the first user and the information of text to be displayed to overlap the panel.

4. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the data storage function

further stores the panel associated with information of cost points that is reduced by disposing

the panel to the storage unit,

the data storage function compares the information of cost points associated with the

panel selected by the first user and information of possessing cost points associated with the first

user when the control function receives information regarding the selection by the first user, and

-15-
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stores a value obtained by subtracting a value according to the information of cost points from a

value according to the information of possessing cost points by updating as the information of

possessing cost point to the storage unit when the value according to the information of

possessing cost points is greater than or equal to the value according to the information of cost

points as a result of above comparison, and

the control function transmits information for displaying the value according to the

updated information of possessing cost points in the game display screen,

5. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the data storage function

further stores the panel associated with information of effect points that indicates effect on a

character of the second user by disposing the panel to the storage unit,

the data storage function compares the information of effect points associated with the

panel selected by the first user and information of hit points associated with the character of the

second user when the control function receives information regarding the selection by the first

user, and stores a value obtained by subtracting a value according to the information of effect

points from a value according to the information of hit points by updating as the information of

hit point to the storage unit when the value according to the information of hit points is greater

than or equal to the value according to the information of effect points as a result of above

comparison, and

the control function transmits information for displaying the value according to the

updated information of hit points in the game display screen.

6. A game processing method for a game in which a first user and a second user do

battle, and when executed by a computer, the game processing method causes the computer to

perform:

a data storage step of storing a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user to a storage unit,

a control step of receiving information regarding a selection by the first user, the

selection being for one or more panels indicating characters to be disposed in one or more

divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by the divisions;

the data storage step further stores the panel associated with information of motion to the

storage unit, and

-l6-
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the control step transmits information for displaying the panel as a moving character

according to the information of motion associated with the panel when the panel is disposed in a

target division.

7. A server apparatus that controls a game in which a first user and a second user do

battle, comprising:

a data storage unit that stores a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user;

a control unit that receives information regarding a selection by the first user, the

selection being for one or more panels indicating characters to be disposed in one or more

divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by the divisions;

the data storage unit further stores the panel associated with information of motion, and

the control unit transmits information for displaying the panel as a moving character

according to the information ofmoti on associated with the panel when the panel is disposed in a

target division.

8. A non-transitory computer readable recording medium storing game program

code instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do battle, and when the game

program code instructions are executed by a computer, the game program code instructions cause

the computer to perform:

a data storage function of storing a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user to a storage unit;

a panel selection function of receiving a selection by the first user, the selection being for

one or more panels indicating characters to be disposed in one or more divisions of a game

display screen including a display region formed by the divisions;

a panel layout function of disposing the panels in the divisions on the basis of the

selection received by the panel selection function; and

a screen display control function of controlling the game display screen on a screen

display unit on the basis of information regarding the layout by the panel layout function;

the data storage function further stores the panel associated with information of motion to

the storage unit; and
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the screen display control function controls for displaying the panel as a moving

character according to the information of motion associated with the panel when the panel is

disposed in a target division.

9. The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein the panel layout function

disposes the panel in the target division or receives an instruction for disposing the panel in the

target division when the panel selected by the first user is allowed to be disposed in the target

division.

10. The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein the data storage function

further stores the panel associated with information of text to be displayed to overlap the panel to

the storage unit, and

the screen display control function displays the game display screen in which the panel

overlapped with the text is disposed in the target division on the basis of the panel selected by the

first user and the information of text to be displayed to overlap the panel.

11. The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein the data storage function

further stores the panel associated with information of cost points that is reduced by disposing

the panel to the storage unit,

the data storage function compares the information of cost points associated with the

panel selected by the first user and information of possessing cost points associated with the first

user when the panel selection function receives information regarding the selection by the first

user and stores a value obtained by subtracting a value according to the information of cost

points from a value according to the information of possessing cost points by updating as the

information of possessing cost point to the storage unit when the value according to the

information of possessing cost points is greater than or equal to the value according to the

information of cost points as a result of above comparison, and

the screen display control function controls for displaying the value according to the

updated information of possessing cost points in the game display screen.

12. The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein the data storage function

further stores the panel associated with information of effect points that indicates effect on a

character of the second user by disposing the panel to the storage unit,

the data storage function compares the information of effect points associated with the

panel selected by the first user and information of hit points associated with the character of the
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second user when the panel selection function receives information regarding the selection by the

first user, and stores a value obtained by subtracting a value according to the information of

effect points from a value according to the information of hit points by updating as the

information of hit point to the storage unit when the value according to the information of hit

points is greater than or equal to the value according to the information of effect points as a result

of above comparison, and

the screen display control function controls for displaying the value according to the

updated information of hit points in the game display screen.

13. The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein the receiving of the

selection by the panel selection function is performed on the basis of information inputted from a

touch panel display.

14. A game processing method for a game in which a first user and a second user do

battle, and when executed by a computer, the game processing method causes the computer to

perform:

a data storage step of storing a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user to a storage unit;

a panel selection step of receiving a selection by the first user, the selection being for one

or more panels indicating characters to be disposed in one or more divisions of a game display

screen including a display region formed by the divisions,

a panel layout step of disposing the panels in the divisions on the basis of the selection

received by the panel selection step, and

a screen display control step of controlling the game display screen on a screen display

unit on the basis of information regarding the layout by the panel layout step;

the data storage step further stores the panel associated with information of motion to the

storage unit, and

the screen display control step controls for displaying the panel as a moving character

according to the information of motion associated with the panel when the panel is disposed in a

target division.

15. An information processing apparatus that controls a game in which a first user

and a second user do battle, comprising:
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a data storage unit that stores a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user;

a panel selection unit that receives a selection by the first user, the selection being for one

or more panels indicating characters to be disposed in one or more divisions of a game display

screen including a display region formed by the divisions;

a panel layout unit that disposes the panels in the divisions on the basis of the selection

received by the panel selection unit; and

a screen display control unit that controls the game display screen on a screen display

unit on the basis of information regarding the layout by the panel layout unit;

the data storage unit further stores the panel associated with information of motion, and

the screen display control unit controls for displaying the panel as a moving character

according to the information of motion associated with the panel when the panel is disposed in a

target division.
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STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD,

AND INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a continuation of US Patent Application Serial No. 15/391,123,

filed December 27, 2016, which is a continuation of US Patent Application Serial No.

15/253,964, filed September 1, 2016, now US Patent No. 9,636,583, which is a continuation of

US Patent Application Serial No. 14/291,358, filed May 30, 2014, now US Patent No. 9,457,273,

that claims the benefit of JP 2013-116039, filed on May 31, 2013, JP 2013-268385, filed on

December 26, 2013, and JP 2014-42491, filed on March 5, 2014, the entire contents ofwhich are

hereby incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] This disclosure relates to a storage medium storing a game program, a game process-

ing method, and an information processing apparatus and, in particular, to a storage medium

storing a game program and a game processing method of a game in which a plurality of char-

acters battle against each other, and an information processing apparatus that controls the game.

BACKGROUND

[0003] In recent years, with the spread of electronic apparatuses such as smart phones and

tablets, games played on these electronic apparatuses have been actively developed.

[0004] As an example of such a game, there is a card game in which the user plays against

other users or against the computer using cards collected in the game.

[0005] Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2007-252696 discloses a

technique regarding the card game described above. According to that technique, the user

configures a deck with cards used in a play which is selected from a plurality of cards that the

user owns, and plays a rock-paper-scissors game or the like with an opponent using the deck.

[0006] Such a card game system is familiar to many users today. However, since the use of

a two-dimensional card in the battle scene is sometimes boring, there have been calls for

improvement.

[0007] It could therefore be helpful to provide a storage medium storing a game program and

a game processing method of a game that gives a user a high visual effect, and an information

processing apparatus that controls the game.
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SUMMARY

[0008] I provide:

(1) A non-transitory computer readable recording medium storing game program

code instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do battle, and when the game

program code instructions are executed by a computer, the game program code instructions cause

the computer to perform a data storage function of storing a first panel data that includes a

plurality of panels associated with the first user to a storage unit; a control function of receiving

information regarding a selection by the first user, the selection being for one or more panels

indicating characters to be disposed in one or more divisions of a game display screen including

a display region formed by the divisions; the data storage function further stores the panel

associated with information of motion to the storage unit, and the control function transmits

information for displaying the panel as a moving character according to the information of

motion associated with the panel when the panel is disposed in a target division;

(2) The recording medium according to (1), wherein the control function disposes the

panel in the target division or receives an instruction for disposing the panel in the target division

when the panel selected by the first user is allowed to be disposed in the target division;

(3) The recording medium according to (1), wherein the data storage function further

stores the panel associated with information of text to be displayed to overlap the panel to the

storage unit; and the control function transmits information for displaying the game display

screen in which the panel overlapped with the text is disposed in the target division on the basis

of the panel selected by the first user and the information of text to be displayed to overlap the

panel;

(4) The recording medium according to (1), wherein the data storage function further

stores the panel associated with information of cost points that is reduced by disposing the panel

to the storage unit, the data storage function compares the information of cost points associated

with the panel selected by the first user and information of possessing cost points associated with

the first user when the control function receives information regarding the selection by the first

user, and stores a value obtained by subtracting a value according to the information of cost

points from a value according to the information of possessing cost points by updating as the

information of possessing cost point to the storage unit when the value according to the

information of possessing cost points is greater than or equal to the value according to the
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information of cost points as a result of above comparison, and the control function transmits

information for displaying the value according to the updated information of possessing cost

points in the game display screen;

(5) The recording medium according to (1), wherein the data storage function further

stores the panel associated with information of effect points that indicates effect on a character of

the second user by disposing the panel to the storage unit, the data storage function compares the

information of effect points associated with the panel selected by the first user and information

of hit points associated with the character of the second user when the control function receives

information regarding the selection by the first user, and stores a value obtained by subtracting a

value according to the information of effect points from a value according to the information of

hit points by updating as the information of hit point to the storage unit when the value according

to the information of hit points is greater than or equal to the value according to the information

of effect points as a result of above comparison, and the control function transmits information

for displaying the value according to the updated information of hit points in the game display

screen;

(6) A game processing method for a game in which a first user and a second user do

battle, and when executed by a computer, the game processing method causes the computer to

perform a data storage step of storing a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user to a storage unit; a control step of receiving information regarding a

selection by the first user, the selection being for one or more panels indicating characters to be

disposed in one or more divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by

the divisions; the data storage step further stores the panel associated with information of motion

to the storage unit, and the control step transmits information for displaying the panel as a

moving character according to the information of motion associated with the panel when the

panel is disposed in a target division,

(7) A server apparatus that controls a game in which a first user and a second user do

battle, including a data storage unit that stores a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user; a control unit that receives information regarding a selection by the

first user, the selection being for one or more panels indicating characters to be disposed in one

or more divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by the divisions;

the data storage unit further stores the panel associated with information of motion, and the
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control unit transmits information for displaying the panel as a moving character according to the

information of motion associated with the panel when the panel is disposed in a target division;

(8) A non-transitory computer readable recording medium storing game program

code instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do battle, and when the game

program code instructions are executed by a computer, the game program code instructions cause

the computer to perform a data storage function of storing a first panel data that includes a

plurality of panels associated with the first user to a storage unit; a panel selection function of

receiving a selection by the first user, the selection being for one or more panels indicating

characters to be disposed in one or more divisions of a game display screen including a display

region formed by the divisions; a panel layout function of disposing the panels in the divisions

on the basis of the selection received by the panel selection function; and a screen display control

function of controlling the game display screen on a screen display unit on the basis of

information regarding the layout by the panel layout function; the data storage function further

stores the panel associated with information of motion to the storage unit, and the screen display

control function controls for displaying the panel as a moving character according to the

information of motion associated with the panel when the panel is disposed in a target division;

(9) The recording medium according to (8), wherein the panel layout function

disposes the panel in the target division or receives an instruction for disposing the panel in the

target division when the panel selected by the first user is allowed to be disposed in the target

division;

(10) The recording medium according to (8), wherein the data storage function further

stores the panel associated with information of text to be displayed to overlap the panel to the

storage unit, and the screen display control function displays the game display screen in which

the panel overlapped with the text is disposed in the target division on the basis of the panel

selected by the first user and the information of text to be displayed to overlap the panel;

(1 l) The recording medium according to (8), wherein the data storage function further

stores the panel associated with information of cost points that is reduced by disposing the panel

to the storage unit, the data storage function compares the information of cost points associated

with the panel selected by the first user and information of possessing cost points associated with

the first user when the panel selection function receives information regarding the selection by

the first user and stores a value obtained by subtracting a value according to the information of
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cost points from a value according to the information of possessing cost points by updating as the

information of possessing cost point to the storage unit when the value according to the

information of possessing cost points is greater than or equal to the value according to the

information of cost points as a result of above comparison, and the screen display control

function controls for displaying the value according to the updated information of possessing

cost points in the game display screen;

(12) The recording medium according to (8), wherein the data storage function further

stores the panel associated with information of effect points that indicates effect on a character of

the second user by disposing the panel to the storage unit, the data storage function compares the

information of effect points associated with the panel selected by the first user and information

of hit points associated with the character of the second user when the panel selection function

receives information regarding the selection by the first user; and stores a value obtained by

subtracting a value according to the information of effect points from a value according to the

information of hit points by updating as the information of hit point to the storage unit when the

value according to the information of hit points is greater than or equal to the value according to

the information of effect points as a result of above comparison, and the screen display control

function controls for displaying the value according to the updated information of hit points in

the game display screen;

(13) The recording medium according to (8), wherein the receiving of the selection by

the panel selection function is performed on the basis of information inputted from a touch panel

display;

(14) A game processing method for a game in which a first user and a second user do

battle, and when executed by a computer, the game processing method causes the computer to

perform a data storage step of storing a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user to a storage unit; a panel selection step of receiving a selection by

the first user; the selection being for one or more panels indicating characters to be disposed in

one or more divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by the

divisions; a panel layout step of disposing the panels in the divisions on the basis of the selection

received by the panel selection step; and a screen display control step of controlling the game

display screen on a screen display unit on the basis of information regarding the layout by the

panel layout step; the data storage step further stores the panel associated with information of
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motion to the storage unit, and the screen display control step controls for displaying the panel as

a moving character according to the information of motion associated with the panel when the

panel is disposed in a target division;

(15) An information processing apparatus that controls a game in which a first user

and a second user do battle, including a data storage unit that stores a first panel data that

includes a plurality of panels associated with the first user; a panel selection unit that receives a

selection by the first user, the selection being for one or more panels indicating characters to be

disposed in one or more divisions of a game display screen including a display region formed by

the divisions; a panel layout unit that disposes the panels in the divisions on the basis of the

selection received by the panel selection unit; and a screen display control unit that controls the

game display screen on a screen display unit on the basis of information regarding the layout by

the panel layout unit; the data storage unit further stores the panel associated with information of

motion, and the screen display control unit controls for displaying the panel as a moving

character according to the information of motion associated with the panel when the panel is

disposed in a target division.

[0009] According to the storage medium, the game processing method, and the information

processing apparatus, it is possible to provide a game that gives a user a high visual effect.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] Fig. l is a flowchart showing an example ofa game program.

[0011] Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of an information processing

apparatus.

[0012] Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a game display screen.

[0013] Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram showing an example of the game display screen.

[0014] Figs. 5A and 5B are schematic diagrams showing examples of a panel.

[0015] Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram showing an example of the panel.

[0016] Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

[0017] Fig. 8 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

[0018] Fig. 9 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

[0019] Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.

[0020] Figs. 11A and 11B are schematic diagrams explaining examples of the game.

[0021] Fig. 12 is a schematic diagram explaining an example of the game.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0022] A game program according to examples will be described with reference to the

accompanying diagrams.

[0023] The game program is for a game in which the first and second characters battle

against each other, and causes a computer to realize a data storage function, a panel selection

function, a panel layout function, a screen display control function, and an emphasized display

function.

[0024] Fig. l is a flowchart showing an example of a game program 100.

[0025] Using the data storage function, a first panel database including a plurality of panels

that the first character possesses and a second panel database including a plurality of panels that

the second character possesses are stored (STEP 110). This function can be realized by a data

storage unit to be described later.

[0026] Using the panel selection function, panels to be disposed in frames of the game

display screen including a battle display region formed by one or more frames are selected from

the first panel database including a plurality of panels that the first character possesses and the

second panel database including a plurality of panels that the second character possesses (STEP

120). This function can be realized by a panel selection section to be described later.

[0027] Using the panel layout function, the panels selected by the panel selection function

are disposed in the frames (STEP 130). This function can be realized by a panel layout section

to be described later.

[0028] Using the screen display control function, the game display screen is displayed on a

screen display unit (STEP 140). The screen display unit receives a signal output from a screen

display control section of an information processing apparatus, which will be described later.

For example, a display device provided in a user terminal can be used. In addition, it is possible

to use a touch panel type display that also serves as an input unit to be described later. This

function can be realized by the screen display control section to be described later.

[0029] Using the emphasized display function, the panel disposed by the panel layout func-

tion is emphasized and displayed on the screen display unit based on the panel information indi-

cating the characteristics of the panel (STEP 150). “Emphasized display” refers to displaying a

specific panel of the panels disposed in the frames noticeably compared with the other panels.

As examples of emphasized display, it is possible to display a movie or display a frame to sur-
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round the panel. This function can be realized by an emphasized display section to be described

later.

[0030] The game program can be executed in a server apparatus or a user terminal to

perform each process of the game described above. In addition, the game program can be

provided in a state where the game program is recorded on a computer-readable recording

medium. Recording media is not particularly limited as long as the recording media can be read

by the computer such as a CD—ROM and a DVD.

[0031] Next, a game processing method according to an example will be described.

[0032] The game processing method is for a game in which the first and second characters

battle against each other, and includes a data storage step, a panel selection step, a panel layout

step, a screen display control step, and an emphasized display step.

[0033] In the data storage step, a first panel database including a plurality of panels that the

first character possesses and a second panel database including a plurality of panels that the

second character possesses are stored. This step can be processed by the data storage unit to be

described later.

[0034] In the panel selection step, panels to be disposed in frames of the game display screen

including a battle display region formed by one or more frames are selected from the first and

second panel databases. This step can be processed by the panel selection section to be

described later.

[0035] In the panel layout step, the panels selected in the panel selection step are disposed in

the frames. This step can be processed by the panel layout section to be described later.

[0036] In the screen display control step, the game display screen is displayed on the screen

display unit. This step can be processed by the screen display control section to be described

later.

[0037] In the emphasized display step, the panel disposed in the panel layout step is

emphasized and displayed on the screen display unit based on the panel information indicating

the characteristics of the panel. This step can be processed by the emphasized display section to

be described later.

[003 8] Next, an information processing apparatus according to an example will be described

with reference to the accompanying diagrams.
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[0039] Fig. 2 is a block diagram schematically showing an example of the information

processing apparatus.

[0040] An information processing apparatus 200 controls a game in which the first and

second characters battle against each other, and includes a data storage unit 210 and a control

unit 220.

[0041] The data storage unit 210 stores a first panel database 211 that includes a plurality of

panels that the first character possesses, and a second panel database 212 that includes a plurality

of panels that the second character possesses.

[0042] The control unit 220 includes: a screen display control section 221 that displays a

game display screen that includes a battle display region formed by one or more frames on the

screen display unit; a panel selection section 222 that selects panels to be disposed in the frames

of the battle display region, from the first panel databases 211 and second panel databases 212; a

panel layout section 223 that disposes the panels selected by the panel selection section 222 in

the frames; and an emphasized display section 224 that emphasizes and displays the panels

disposed by the panel layout section 223 on the screen display unit based on the panel

information indicating the characteristics of the panels. As the screen display unit, a display

device and the like can be mentioned. In addition, it is possible to use a touch panel type display

that also serves as an input unit to be described later.

[0043] A first panel group configured to include a plurality of panels that the first character

possesses is stored in the first panel database 211.

[0044] A second panel group configured to include a plurality of panels that the second

character possesses is stored in the second panel database 212.

[0045] Although not shown in the diagram, the information processing apparatus 200 can

include an input receiving unit that receives an input to give an instruction to the control unit

220. As means for the input received by the input receiving unit, everything that the information

processing apparatus operated by the user may have such as buttons, a keyboard or a mouse, is

included. In addition, as described above, it is also possible to use a touch panel type input.

[0046] While the information processing apparatus 200 can be a server apparatus or a user

terminal such as a mobile phone or a smart phone, the information processing apparatus 200 can

also be configured to include a user terminal and a server apparatus.
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[0047] Fig. 3 is a diagram schematically showing an example of a game display screen 300

displayed on the screen display unit. As shown in Fig. 3, the game display screen 300 is a game

display screen of a game in which the first and second characters battle against each other. The

game display screen 300 includes a battle display region 310 formed by one or more frames (in

Fig. 3, frames A to G).

[0048] As shown in Fig. 3, a character (PLAYER) that the user uses can be set as the first

character, and a character (ENEMY) that the computer uses can be set as the second character.

Alternatively, although not shown in the diagram, the character (PLAYER) that the user uses can

be set as the first character, and a character (FRIEND) that another user uses can be set as the

second character.

[0049] Panels selected from the first panel group configured to include a plurality of panels

that the first character possesses and the second panel group configured to include a plurality of

panels that the second character possesses are disposed in the frames A to G. In the example

shown in Fig. 3, panels selected from the first panel group are disposed in the frames A, B, D,

and F, and panels selected from the second panel group are disposed in the frames C, E, and G.

[0050] The emphasized display section 224 can execute the frames in predetermined order,

and emphasize and display the panels disposed in the executed frames. The battle proceeds by

executing the frames A to G in order of the frames A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.

[0051] That is, according to the game display screen 300 according to the example, the battle

between the first and second characters proceeds in a format like a cartoon. Therefore, since the

user can play the game with a sense of reading a cartoon, the visual effect that the user receives

is greatly improved compared to known games.

[0052] In the game display screen 300, the battle can be performed based on the panel

information regarding the panel that is emphasized and displayed by the emphasized display

section 224. In this case, the panel information is assumed to include information regarding the

size of the panel.

[0053] In addition, each panel described above can have an arbitrary size. In the example

shown in Fig. 4, the game display screen 300 includes the battle display region 310 formed by

frames H to O. In the battle display region 310 divided into cells of “4 columns X 4 rows,” each

of panels disposed in the frames H and N has a size corresponding to four cells. Similarly, each
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of panels disposed in the frames J and O has a size corresponding to two cells, and each of panels

disposed in the frames 1, K, L, and M has a size corresponding to one cell.

[0054] Specifically, assuming that each row indicates a turn of a battle, the occupancy of

action in each turn in horizontally long frames such as the frames H, N, and O, is high compared

to that in horizontally short frames such as the frames 1, J, K, L, and M. Accordingly, for

example, in the first turn, only the action of the first player is performed.

[0055] In the vertically long frames such as the frames J and N, their actions are first

performed in the previous turn. That is, for example, the frame J over the second and third turns

is executed prior to the frame M disposed in the third turn.

[0056] That is, a panel the size of which is larger and presents at a position where a turn

number is earlier leads a battle advantageously.

[0057] In addition, although the case where the battle proceeds from the upper left to the

lower right is shown in the example described above, the battle may proceed from the upper right

to the lower left.

[0058] As described above, it is preferable that the battle display region 310 be divided by

the turn indicating the unit of the progress of the battle.

[0059] In addition, it is preferable that the shape of the panel be a rectangle. Panels can have

various shapes such as a circle, a triangle, and a polygon, as well as the rectangle (including a

square) such as a card in the related art.

[0060] In addition, it is preferable that the panel information described above include

information on the capability of the panel. The capability information refers to information

including attack, defense (avoidance), attributes, recovery, and skills to disable or replace the

frame, for example. The effect of the capability is assumed to correspond to the size of the

panel. Accordingly, the effect of the frames H and N with a large panel size is higher than that

of the other frames.

[0061] In addition, the panel can display a still image. As an example of the still image, as

shown in Figs. 5A and 5B, the action described above can be assumed to be expressed by way of

illustration. Fig. 5A shows a still image of a panel with information of attack, and the illustration

of the character to make a punch attack is drawn. Similarly, Fig. 5B shows a still image of a

panel with information of defense, and the illustration of the character to avoid the attack of the

enemy is drawn,
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[0062] Preferably, these panels display a movie when the panels are emphasized and

displayed. The movie is an animation that displays a plurality of still images consecutively.

[0063] Fig. 6 is a diagram schematically showing the panel of the frame F shown in Fig. 3.

As shown in Fig. 6, it is preferable that the frame described above further have a text display

portion 10 to display texts. Preferably, the text display portion 10 is displayed to overlap the

panel disposed in the frame.

[0064] In addition to the panel described above, the frame preferably has a sound effect

display portion 20 to display the texts showing the sound effect and/or an effect display portion

30 to display the effect. These portions can be displayed with a movie when the frame is

emphasized and displayed. Due to these portions, the visual effect given to the user is further

improved. In addition, the information processing apparatus operated by the user may be

vibrated in conjunction with the sound effect display portion 20 or the like.

[0065] It is preferable that the panel, which is emphasized and displayed, be disposed in the

middle of the game display screen 300. That is, the panel that is emphasized and displayed is

displayed to zoom in. Accordingly, the visual effect given to the user is further improved.

[0066] In addition, it is preferable that the frame have a frame portion. In this frame portion,

it is preferable that a frame portion of a frame in which the panel selected from the first panel

group is disposed, and a frame portion of a frame in which the panel selected from the second

panel group is disposed, be constructed in different colors. In this case, the panel of the first

character and the panel of the second character can be visually easily distinguished.

[0067] In addition, as shown in Fig. 3, when the battle does not fit in the battle display region

310, it is preferable to provide a page turn portion 40 to proceed to the next page in a part of the

frame executed at the end.

[0068] Preferably, the panels described above are automatically disposed in the frames by a

computer. In this case, it is possible to save the time and effort taken for the user to dispose the

panels. The battle result is preferably determined based on the panel information at a stage

where the panels are disposed. In addition, it is also possible to change the battle result by

changing the panel, which is displayed on the next page, by the operation (action for recovery or

the like) of the user during the battle.

[0069] In addition, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the game display screen 300 can include a

gauge display portion 320 to display the gauge of the character. This gauge shows hit points
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(hereinafter, described as HP) indicating the strength of the character or character points

(hereinafter, described as CP) indicating the action force of the character. The HP is decreased

by receiving the action of the attack of the opponent, and is increased by taking action for

recovery. On the other hand, the CP is decreased by placing a large panel.

[0070] In Fig. 4, an example is shown in which all sizes of the panel objects can be

expressed as an integral multiple of the cell. However, this disclosure is not limited to this.

[0071] Next, the basic flow of a game displayed on the game display screen will be

described.

[0072] A game described as an example herein has a main cycle and a sub-cycle. In the

main cycle, as shown in Fig. 7, the user selects one character from a plurality of characters

presented, and collects panels while advancing the quest. For a plurality of characters, it is

possible to set the characteristics such as power type, speed type, stamina type and balanced

type, Fig. 8 shows an example of the quest and the character selected by the user does battle

with a boss character after a battle with a plurality of enemy characters. A panel can be acquired

as a reward for the battle with the enemy characters and the boss character. In addition, it is also

possible to acquire the panel in a specific event or the like. Thus, the user acquires the panel by

advancing the game.

[0073] Then, in the sub-cycle, the user can use the acquired panel to strengthen the deck for

the battle or can use the acquired panel to develop a character. Developing the character refers to

combining the character selected by the user with the acquired panel. As shown in Fig. 9, panels

are used to strengthen each part (body, arms, legs, skill, and the like) of the body of the

character. For example, a panel with information of the strength is used to strengthen the body

of the character, a panel with information of the attack is used to strengthen the arms of the

character, a panel with information of the defense is used to strengthen the legs of the character,

and a panel with information of special technique effects during the battle is used to reinforce the

skills of the character. In addition, a setting to make it possible to select a larger number of other

characters or to use a stronger panel as the level of the character rises can also be made.

[0074] As shown in Fig. 10, as a reward for the battle or the event, there is an evolution

material in addition to the panel. By using this evolution material, the selected character can be

evolved into a character wearing a different costume. The character after evolution can have a

capability exceeding the upper limit of the capability of the selected character before evolution.
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[0075] As shown in Fig. 11A, even before the battle, it is possible to advance the story in a

format like a cartoon. Then, after a battle start screen is displayed as shown in Fig. NB, the

battle is started.

[0076] In such a flow of the game, when a battle starts, the battle using the game display

screen described above is performed. Fig. 12 shows another example of the game display screen.

For the enemy character and the character selected by the user, it is possible to set the

compatibility according to the attributes. In addition, when three or more specific panels are

disposed within one game display screen, it is also possible to generate a combo exhibiting the

effect beyond the effects of these cards.

[0077] Those described above show example of the representative configurations, and my

storage media, game programs, methods and apparatus are not limited to the example.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application Of DOCKGI Number
Substitute for Form PTO-875 15/686,268

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART I OTHER THAN

(Column 1 (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY SMALL ENTITY

— NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($ FEE($)BASIC FEE
(37 CFR1.16(a) (b) or (6))
SEARCH FEE
(37 CFR1.16(k) (i) or (m))
EXAMINATION FEE
(37 CFR1.16(o). (p) or (q))

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS

If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional
(37 CFR 116(5)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.

41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CPR 1.16(s).

MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR1.16(j))

‘ If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2.

APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART II

OTHER THAN

(Column 3) SMALL ENTITY SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST

REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($)AMENDMENT PAID FOR

Total
(37 CFR I Ism)

Independent(37 OER 1 16(h)|AMENDMENTA Application Size Fee (37 CFR1 16(s))

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR1.16(j))

TOTAL TOTAL
ADD‘L FEE ADD'L FEE

(Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST

REMAINING NUMBER ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
AFTER PREVIOUSLY ‘ FEE($) FEE($)AMENDMENT PAID FOR

Independent(37 CPR 1 team
Application Size Fee (37 CFR1.16(s))AMENDMENTB
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR1.16(j))

TOTAL
ADD‘L FEE ADD'L FEE

* Ifthe entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write ”0” in column 3.
** lfthe "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20”.

"‘ lfthe "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter ”".3
The "Highest Number PreII/Iously Paid For" (Total or Independent) Is the highest found In the appropriate box In column 1.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UVITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COM—MERGE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Addless. COMMISSIONER F‘CIR PATENTSPO Box 1450

Alexandtia Yngnia Z31-3 1450wvm.uspto.gm
 

APPLICATION FILING or GRPAR

NUMBER 371(2) DATE UNITT FIL FEE RECD ATTY.D.OCKETNO TOT CLAIMS IND CLAIMS 
15/686268 08/25/2017 3714 2860 G11- 15- 1055CON-CON-CON

CONFIRMATION NO.65434
35811 FILING RECEIPT
IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP US

ONELBEWLACE ‘ ’ ||||||I||||||IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|||||||||||I||||||||||
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

Date Mailed: 09/01/2017

Receipt is acknowledged of this non—provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the

application must include the following identification information: the US. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit

any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

lnventor(s)
Hirohiko Atobe, Tokyo, JAPAN;

Applicant(s)
GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;

Power of Attorney:

Thomas Christenbury——31750 Michael Burns—57593
Paul Taufer--35703 Lisa Lint--60856

Darius Gambino——41472 Priya Narahari——71 526
Richard Cruz-62783
William Bartow--54981

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant

This application is a CON of 15/391 ,123 12/27/2016
which is a CON of 15/253,964 09/01/2016 PAT 9636583

which is a CON of 14/291 ,358 05/30/2014 PAT 9457273

Foreign Applications (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.)
JAPAN 2013—116039 05/31/2013
JAPAN 2013-268385 12/26/2013
JAPAN 2014-042491 03/05/2014

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes
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Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

Request to Retrieve - This application either claims priority to one or more applications filed in an intellectual

property Office that participates in the Priority Document Exchange (PDX) program or contains a proper Request to
Retrieve Electronic Priority Application(s) (PTO/SB/38 or its equivalent). Consequently, the USPTO will attempt
to electronically retrieve these priority documents.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 08/30/2017

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,

is US 15/686,268

Projected Publication Date: 12/07/2017

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
Title

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND
INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

Preliminary Class

463

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a US. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international

application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent

protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a US. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicants license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
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patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish

to consult the US. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific

countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the US. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as

set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless

it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter

as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with

respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed

from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

 

page 3 of 4

Patent Owner Gree, Inc.

Exhibit 2004 - Page 59 of 234



Patent Owner Gree, Inc. 
Exhibit 2004 - Page 60 of 234

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources

and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of US. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels US. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop

technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://wwwSelectUSAgov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OEEICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMIVIISS IONER FOR PATENTS

PO Box 1450
Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450
wwwnsplo gov

 
 
  
 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAM * ) INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

15/686,268 08/25/2017 Hirohiko Atobe GII-15-1055CON—CON—CON 5434

IP GROUP OF DLA mm up (US) m
ONE LIBERTY PLACE ELISCA: PIERRE E

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

3716

 
N O'I'IFICA'I'ION DATE DELIVERY MODE

11/16/2017 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

pto.phil @ dlapiper.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
 15/686,268 ATOBE, HIROHIKO

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventorto File)

PIERRE E. ELISCA 3716 $2? 

 
-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE §MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a) In no event, however may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will. by statute. cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received bythe Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

MEI Responsive to communication(s) filed on w.

EI A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2a)|:l This action is FINAL. 2b). This action is non-final.

3)I:I An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on

; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)|:| Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under EX parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 QC. 213.

Disposition of Claims*

5)XI Claim(s) ESE/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above Claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6 |:l Claim s) is/are allowed.

s E.)— is/are rejected.

is/are objected to.

9)|:| Claim(s are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see

I

)—

I
 

hit ://www.usoto.c.=ov/ atents/init events/J E‘s/indexjs , or send an inquiry to Pl-‘eredbackfflusptocov.
 

Application Papers

10)I:I The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

11)|:| The drawing(s) filed on_ is/are: a)I:l accepted or b)I:I objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)I:I Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C.§119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:

a)l:| All b)|:| Some” c)I:| None of the:

1.l:l Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.l:| Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.l:l Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) I] Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mai| Date.

2) IX Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/Oaa and/or PTO/SB/Osb)
Paper No(s)/Mai| Date . 4) l:l Other: .

U 8 Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-18) Office Action Summary Part of Paper NolMaiI Date 20171112
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Application/Control Number: 15/686,268 Page 2

Art Unit: 3716

1.

DETAILED ACTION

The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being

examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the NA.

2. This communication is in response to Application No. 15/686,268 filed on

08/25/2017.

3. Claims 1-15 are currently pending and have been examined.

4. This application is a continuation of U.S. application No. 15/391 ,123

filed on 12/27/2016 now U.S Patent 9,770,659 See MPEP 201.07. In

accordance with MPEP 609.02 A2 and MPEP 2001.06 (b) (last

paragraph), the Examiner has reviewed and considered the prior art cited

in the Parent Application. Also in accordance with MPEP 2001.06 (b) (last

paragraph), all documents cited or considered ‘of record’ in the Parent

Application are now considered cited or ‘of record' in this application.

Additionally, Applicant(s) are reminded that a listing of the information

cited or “of record” in the Patent Application need not be resubmitted in this

application unless Applicants desire the information to be printed on a

patent issuing from this application. See MPEP 609.02 A. 2. Finally,

Applicants are reminded that the prosecution history of the Patent
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Application/Control Number: 15/686,268 Page 3

Art Unit: 3716

Application is relevant in this application.

Information Disclosure Statement

5. IDS filed 08/25/2017 is considered.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or

composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent

therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title.

7. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is

directed to a non-statutory subject matter. Specifically the claims are directed towards

an abstract idea.

8. Analysis based on Examination guidelines

m: Statutory Categories

Is the claim directed to a process, machine, manufacture, or composition of

matter?

Yes according to MPEP 2106(I), claims 1-15 are directed to one of the four

patent-eligible subject categories.

STEP 2: Judicial Exceptions
 

STEP 2A: Is the claim directed to "laws of nature, natural phenomena,

and abstract ideas".
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Application/Control Number: 15/686,268 Page 4

Art Unit: 3716

Yes the claims are directed to an abstract idea because claims 1-15 are directed

to a method for performing a data storage function.

Since an abstract idea is present in the claim, the analysis continues to STPE

2B.

STEP ZB: If an abstract idea is present in the claim, it must be determined

whether any element or combination of the elements, in the claim is sufficient to ensure

that the claim amounts to significantly more than the abstract idea itself. In other words,

are there other limitations in the claim that show a patent-eligible application of

the abstract idea, e.9., more than a mere instruction to apply the abstract idea ?.

Limitations referenced in the Alice Corp. that may be enough to qualify as

“significantly more” when recited in a claim with an abstract idea include:

Improvements to another technology or technical field

. Improvements to the functioning of the computer itself

. Meaningful limitations beyond general/y linking the use of an abstract idea

to a particular technological environment.

0 In the instant case, the claims do not include additional elements that are

sufficient to amount to significantly more than the judicial exception

because it is unclear who is performing the steps recited in the claims. A

 1: 11 order to perform the steps. The claim also recite

the step of "a data storage function of storing..., a control function of

receiving..., ” which do not add meaningful limitations of " performing a

data storage function" beyond generally linking the system to a particular
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Art Unit: 3716

technological environment, that is, implementation via machine or device.

The claims do not amount to significantly more that the underlying

abstract idea of "displaying the panel as a moving character according to

the information of motion associated with the panel when the panel is

disposed in a target division". Accordingly, claims 1—15 are ineligible.

For example, claim 1 does not have “a machine” for performing the

claimed functions. It is to be noted that in order to achieve the steps recite

in the claims, a machine is needed. Therefore, the Applicant does not

demonstrate that the claims are truly drawn to a specific apparatus distinct

from other apparatus capable of performing the identical functions.

. Double Parenting

9. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially

created doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute)

so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise extension of the

"right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment

by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d

2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir.

1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In

re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and, In re

Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321 (c) may
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Art Unit: 3716

be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a

nonstatutory double patenting ground provided the conflicting application

or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this application. See 37

CFR1.130(b).

. Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may

sign a terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee

must fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b).

. Claims 1-15 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of

obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-

15 of U.S. Pat. No.9,770,659. Although the conflicting claims are not

identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other. Accordingly, it

would have been obvious to those in possession of the invention defined

by claims 1-15 to observe that the limitations described in claims 1-15 are

already incorporated in claims 1-15 of U.S. Pat. No.9,770,659. Therefore,

one of ordinary skill in the art would have realized that by omitting the

limitations of: ”the panel layout function disposes the panel selected

received by the panel selection function in a target division or receives an

instruction that the panel is disposed in the target division, when the panel

is allowed to be displayed as an animation when being disposed in the

target division” is an obvious expedient since the remaining elements

perform the same functions as before. In re Karlson, 136 USPQ 184

(CCPA 1963.
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Art Unit: 3716

Conclusion

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from

the examiner should be directed to PIERRE E. ELISCA whose telephone number is

(571)272-6706. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30AM to 7:00PM, Monday

- Thursday. Hoteler.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video

conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an

interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request

(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Dmitri Suhol can be reached on 571 272 4430. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272—1000.
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/P|ERRE E. ELISCA/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716
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Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

lfa new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)—(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
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National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
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U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DOIEOI903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
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New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

lfa new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
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national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit : 3716 Customer No. 03581!

Examiner : Pierre E. Eliseo

Serial No. ; l5/686,‘268 Docket No; GH—lS-lOSS-CON—CON—CON

Filed : August 2.5, 20.17
First Named Inventor: Hirohiko Atobe Confirmation No: 5434

Title :. STORAGE MEDIUM STORING

: GAME PROGRAM, GAME

1‘ PROCESSING METHOD, AND
: INFORMATION PROCESSING

: APPARATUS Dated: November 29, 2017

 

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

The Applicant encloses Form PTO-1449 together with a copy of‘a Final Rejection dated

November 7, 2017, of corresponding Japanese Application No. 2017-02679], along with an

English translation, The document is submitted under 37 C.F.Rl §l_.5-6 and is believed to be

related to this application.

Applicant certifies that each item of information contained in the information Disclosure

Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart

foreign application not more than three months ago.

The Applicant respectfully requests that this Supplemental information Disclosure

Statement be ot‘ticiaily entered into the file of this case and that appropriate notification he made

that it Was considered by the Examiner.

Respectfully submitted,o\  
 

 3‘s\

T. ‘Daniel Christenbury
Reg. No. 31,750

TDC/ke

(215) 656-3381

EAST\ l momma. 2
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UVTTET‘I STATES DEPARTVIF‘N'I‘ 0F COM'MFIRCFI
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Addless. COMMISSTOWR FOR PATENTSPO BOX1450

Alexandtia,‘.’ngnia 22313-1450www.uspto.gov
 

  APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 371(C) DATE FIRST NAVED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NOJTITLE

15/686,268 08/25/2017 Hirohiko Atobc Gll-15-1055CON -CON -CON
CONFIRMATION NO. 5434

35811 PUBLICATION NOTICE

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)

ONE LIBERTY PLACE IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII000000095938 3
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

Title:STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
PROCESSING APPARATUS

Publication No.US-2017-0348600-A1
Publication Date:12/07/2017

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37

CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO‘s publically available Searchable Databases via the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to

applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's
Public Records Division. The Public Records Division can be reached by telephone at (571) 272-3150 or (800)

972-6382, by facsimile at (571) 273-3250, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office,
Public Records Division, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and
the dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through
the Patent Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application
Information and Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently
https://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair. Prior to publication, such status information is confidential and may only

be obtained by applicant using the private side of PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

 

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272—4000, or (571) 272—4200, or 1—888—786—0101

page 1 of 1
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To: Page 6 of 46 2018-02-16 17:39:25 EST 12156062067 From: Kelly Eocleston

RECEIVED
CENTRAL FAX CENTER

' ,. FEB 1 s 2018
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Art Unit 2 3716 Customer No. 035811
Examiner : Pierre E. Elisca

Serial No. : 15/686,268 Docket No: GH-lS-lOSSCON-CON-CON

Filed : August 25, 2017
Inventor : Hirohiko Atobe Confirmation No.: 5434

Title : STORAGE MEDIUM STORING

: GAME PROGRAM, GAME
: PROCESSING METHOD, AND
: INFORMATION PROCESSING
: APPARATUS

Dated: February 16, 2018

m

Commissioner for Patents
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

In response to the Official Action dated November 16, 2017, the Applicant amends the

application as follows:

EAS’RMMSéS I .1
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To: Page 7 of 46 2018-02-18 17:39:25 EST 121 56062067 From: Kelly Eocleston

In the Claims

1. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer readable recording medium

storing game program code instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do

battle, and when the game program code instructions are executed by a computer, the game

program code instructions cause the computer to perform:

a data storage function of storing a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user to a storage unit;

a control function of receiving information regarding a selection by the first user, the

selection being for one or more panels indicating characters to—be—dispeseé—in—ene—er—mere

mmmmmmgmflmmwmwamns;

the data storage function further stores the panel associated with information of motion to

the storage unit, and

the control function further receives information related to selection of a division in

which the character indicagd in the selected panels is to be displayed as a moving character in a

game display screen including one or more regions formed by the division. and transmits

information for diSplaying the panel—as—a moving character according to the information of

motion associated with the panel when—dre—panel—is—dispesed—in—e—target—difivisien stored in the

storage unit.

2. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the control

fimction disposes the panel in the target division or receives an instruction for disposing the

panel in the target division when the panel selected by the first user is allowed to be disposed in

the target division.

3. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the data storage

fimction further stores the panel associated with information of text to be displayed to overlap

the panel to the storage unit, and

the control function transmits information for displaying the game display screen in

which the panel overlapped with the text is disposed in the target division on the basis of the

panel selected by the first user and the information of text to be displayed to overlap the panel.

4. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the data storage

function further stores the panel associated with information of cost points that is reduced by

disposing the panel to the storage unit,
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To: Page 8 of 46 2018-02-16 17:39:25 EST 12155062057 From: Kelly Eocleston

the data storage function COmpares the information of cost points associated with the

panel selected by the first user and information of possessing cost points associated with the first

user when the control function receives information regarding the selection by the first user, and

stores a value obtained by subtracting a value according to the information of cost points from a

value according to the information of possessing cost points by updating as the information of

possessing cost point to the storage unit when the value according to the information of

possessing cost points is greater than or equal to the value according to the information of cost

points as a result of above comparison, and

the control function transmits information for displaying the value according to the

updated information of possessing cost points in the game display screen.

5. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein the data storage

function further stores the panel associated with information of effect points that indicates effect

on a character ofthe second user by disposing the panel to the storage unit,

the data storage function compares the information of effect points associated with the

panel selected by the first user and information of hit points associated with the character of the

second user when the control function receives information regarding the selection by the first

user, and stores a value obtained by subtracting a value according to the information of effect

points fmm a value according to the information of hit points by updating as the information of

hit point to the storage unit when the value according to the information of hit points is greater

than or equal to the value according to the information of effect points as a result of above

comparison, and

the control function transmits information for displaying the value according to the

updated information of hit points in the game display screen.

6. (Original) A game processing method for a game in which a first user and a

second user do battle, and when executed by a computer, the game processing method causes the

computer to perform:

a data storage step of storing a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels’

associated with the first user to a storage unit;

a control step of receiving information regarding a selection by the first user, the

selection being for one or more panels indicating characters to be disposed in one or more

divisions ofa game display Screen including a display region formed by the divisions;
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To: Page 9 of 46 2018-02-16 17:39:25 EST 12156062067 From: Kelly Eocleston

the data storage step further stores the panel associated with information of motion to the

storage unit, and

the control step transmits information for displaying the panel as a moving character

according to the information of motion associated with the panel when the panel is disposed in a

target division.

7. (Currently Amended) A server apparatus that controls a game in which a first

user and a second user do battle, comprising:

a data storagc unit that stores a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user;

a control unit that receives information regarding a selection by the first user: the

selection being for one or more panels indicating characters ha—be—éispesed—in—ene—er—mere

 

the data storage unit further stores the panel associated with information of motion, and

the control unit Further receives information related to selection of a division in which the

character indicated in the selected panels is to be displayed as a moving character in a game

QLSpl'dx screen including one or more regions formed by the division, and transmits information

for displaying the panel—85a moving character according to the information of motion associated

with the panel whetfite—peneiMi-is-peeed—m—a—Eafget—défisien stored in the storage unit.

8. (Currently Amended) A non—transitory computer readable recording medium

storing game program code instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do

battle, and when the game program code instructions are executed by a computer, the game

program code instructions cause the computer to perform:

a data storage function of storing a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user to a storage unit;

a panel selection function of receiving a selection by the first user, the selection being for
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a screen display control function of connolling the game display screen on a screen

display unit on the basis of information regarding the—layeut—by—the—panel—layeut—fiaaetien t_h_e

selection by the panel selection function;

the data storage function further stores the panel associated with information of motion to

the storage unit, and

the screen display control function controls for displaying the—paneL—as a moving

character in a game display screen including one or more regions formed by one or more

divisions according to the information of motion associated with the panel selected by the first

userWWWstored in the storage gag.

9. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 8., wherein the panel layout

function disposes the pane] in the target division or receives an instruction for disposing the

panel in the target division when the panel selected by the first user is allowed to be disposed in

the target division.

10. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein the data storage

function further stores the panel associated with information of text to be displayed to overlap

the panel to the storage unit, and

the screen display control function displays the game display screen in which the panel

overlapped with the text is disposed in the target division on the basis of the panel selected by the

first user and the information of text to be displayed to overlap the panel.

I 1. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein the data storage

function further stores the panel associated with information of cost points that is reduced by

disposing the panel to the storage unit,

the data storage function compares the information of cost points associated with the

panel selected by the first user and information of possessing cost points associated with the first

user when the panel selection function receives information regarding the selection by the first

user and stores a value obtained by subtracting a value according to the information of cost

points fi-om a value according to the information of possessing cost points by updating as the

information of possessing cost point to the storage unit when the value according to the

information of possessing cost points is greater than or equal to the value according to the

information of cost points as a result of above comparison, and
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the screen display control function controls for displaying the value according to the

updated information of possessing cost points in the game display screen.

12. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein the data storage

function further stores the panel associated with information of effect points that indicates effect

on a character of the second user by disposing the panel to the storage unit,

the data storage function compares the information of effect points associated with the

panel selected by the first user and information of hit points associated with the character of the

second user when the panel selection function receives information regarding the selection by the

first user, and stores a value obtained by subtracting a value according to the information of

effect points from a value according to the information of hit points by updating as the

information of hit point to the storage unit when the value according to the information of hit

points is greater than or equal to the value according to the information of effect points as a result

of above comparison, and

the screen display control function controls for displaying the value according to the

updated information of hit points in the game display screen.

13. (Original) The recording medium according to claim 8, wherein the receiving of

the selection by the panel selection function is performed on the basis of information inputted

from a touch panel display.

14. (Currently Amended) A game processing method for a game in which a first user

and a second user do battle, and when executed by a computer, the game processing method

causes the computer to perform:

a data storage step of storing a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user to a storage unit; and

a panel selection step of receiving a selection by the first user, the selection being for one

or more panels indicating characters te—be—dispesed—m—enem—mere—émsteas—QH—game—éasplay

. l l‘ 1.] . Formell ’

WWW-Wheeemim

a screen display control step of controlling the game display screen on a screen display

unit on the basis of information regarding selectiQrLb the nel selec ion ste the—layeut—by—the

paneHayeet-step;

PAGE 11,45 “ RCVD AT 2116/2018 5:39:32 PM [Eastern standard Tlme] ' SVRIW-PTOFAX-OUZHB ‘ DN|522738300 “ CSID:12156062067 " DURATION (mm-ss):83-20

Patent Owner Gree, Inc.

Exhibit 2004 - Page 178 of 234



Patent Owner Gree, Inc. 
Exhibit 2004 - Page 179 of 234

To: Page 12 of 46 2018-02-16 17:39:25 EST 12156062067 From: Kelly Eocleston

the data storage step further stores the panel associated with information of motion to the

storage unit, and

the screen display control step controls for displaying the—paneHs a moving character i_n

a game disglav screen incllgding one or more regions formed by one or more divisions according

to the information of motion associated with the panel selected by the first user when—the-panel-is

dispesed—in—a—target—divisien stored in the storage unit.

15. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus that comrols a game

in which a first user and a second user do battle, comprising:

a data storage unit that stores a first panel data that includes a plurality of panels

associated with the first user;

a panel selection unit that receives a selection by the first user, the selection being for one

 
a screen display control unit that controls the game display screen on a screen display

unit on the basis of information regarding selection bv the page! selection function the-layeut—by

mm;

the data storage unit further stores the panel aSSQCiaied with information of motion, and

the screen display control function controls for displaying the—pm a moving

character in a game displav screen including one or more regions formed by one or more

divisions according to the information of motion associated with the panel selected by the first

user when-thepanel—is—dispesed—Mrget—diwsien stored in the storage unit.
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m FEB t s 2018
Claims 1, 7, 8, l4 and 15 have been amended. Support for the amendment can be found,

for example, in para. [0068] and Fig. 12 of the Applicant‘s specification.

Claims 1—15 are rejected under 35 USC §10l as directed to non-statutory subject matter,

namely, an abstract idea. Specifically, the rejection states that the claims are directed to “a

method for performing a data storage function.” The rejection further states that the claims do

not amount to significantly more than the abstract idea because “it is unclear who is perfoiming

the steps recited in the claims.”

The Applicant respectfully submits that the reasoning set forth in the Advisory Action

runs afoul of describing the claims “at such a high level of abstraction...untethercd from the

language of the claims” which “all but ensures that the exceptions to §IOl swallow the rule.”

indeed, the rejection considers only the single claim element of “a data storage function” and

does not consider the other elements either individually or as a combination.

The Federal Circuit decision in McRo, Inc. v. Namco Bandai Games America, Inc, No.

2015-1080 (Fed. Cir. Sept. 13, 2016) reiterated that “courts ‘must be careful to avoid

oversimplifying the claims’ by looking at them generally and failing to account for the specific

requirements of the claims.” McRo, No. 2015-1080 at *21. Particularly, the court held that the

claims must be viewed as an “ordered combination" without ignoring the requirements of the

individual steps. Id. The court has also warned that, at step one, “it is not enough to merely

identify a patent-ineligible concept underlying the claim; we must determine whether that patent-

ineligible concept is what the claim is ‘directed to.m Rapid Litigation, 827 F.3d 1042. 1050 (Fed.

Cir. 2016).

Here, the rejected claims are not merely “directed to” a data storage function, but rather

to game program code instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do battle,

' wherein the game program code instructions can cause the computer to receive information

regarding a selection by the first user regarding a panel and a character indicated in the selected

panels can be displayed as a moving character in a game display screen including one or more

regions formed by the divisions. The claim features such as, “displayed as a moving character in

a game display screen,“ makes it clear that the claimed subject matter is “necessarily rooted in

computer technology in order to overcome a problem specifically arising in the realm of

computer networks.” That is, like the eligible claims in DDR Holdings, the claimed display of
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moving characters in a selected division of a game display screen does “not merely recite the

performance of some business practice known from the pre-lntemet world along with the

requirement to perform it on the Internet.”

Furthermore, the Applicant respectfully submits that thc rejected claims are similar to

DDR Holdings in other respects. The opinion in DDR Holdings distinguished the claims at issue

from Ullramercial because they did not broadly and generically claim “use of the Internet” to

perform an abstract business practice, but rather specified “how interactions with the internet are

manipulated to yield a desired result—a result that overrides the routine and conventional

sequence of events ordinarily triggered by the click of a hyperlink."

Like the claims in DD]? Holdings, the rejected claims specify how the game code

instructions override the normal sequence of events. Namely, the claims define game program

code instructions for a game in which a first user and a second user do battle, wherein the game

program code instructions can cause the computer to receive information regarding a selection

by the first user regarding a panel and a character indicated in the selected panels-can be

displayed as a moving character in a game display screen including one or more regions formed

by the divisions. As evidenced by the absence of a prior art rejection, this is not merely a routine

or conventional sequence of events for processing game code instructions.

Accordingly, the Applicant respectfully submits that, because the claims are “necessarily

rooted in computer technology in order to overcome a problem specifically arising in the realm

of computer networks,” they are not directed to an abstract idea under Step 2A of the Mayo/Alice

analysis. Moreover, where the claims are not directed to ajudicial exception under Step 2A of

the Mayo/Alice analysis, Step 28 of that analysis is not necessary. Enfish, LLC v. Microsoft

Corp, 822 F.3d 1327 (Fed. Cir. 2016). For that reason, the Applicant respectfully submits that

Claims l-l 5 recite eligible subject matter.

Furthermore, to address the statements in the rejection that Claim 1 is not “does not have

a ‘machine’ for performing the claimed functions,” the Applicant notes that, in light of the Alice

decision, the “machine or transformation test” is not the sole test for the patent-eligibility of

processes. Accordingy, whether the claims recite a particular machine is not dispositive.

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested.
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Claims 3-15 are rejected on the ground of obviousncss-typc double patenting over US

9,770,659. In light. of the Temiingl Disclaimex filed herewith, the Applicant requests withdrawal

of the rejection.

In- fight of the foregoing, the Applicant respeCtfiIIily submits that the entire“ application is

now in condition for allowance, which is respectfully requested.

Respectful-lit submitted,

 

T.. Danie-‘1 Chri-‘stenbury
Reg, No. 31,750

TDCIme
(2.15) 656-3381

10

PAGE 15’46 " RCVD AT 2I15I2018 5:39:32 PM [Eastern Standard Tlme] " SVsz-PTOFAX-002I16 " DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:12156082067 ‘ DURATION (mm-ss):83-20

Patent Owner Gree, Inc.

Exhibit 2004 - Page 182 of 234



Patent Owner Gree, Inc. 
Exhibit 2004 - Page 183 of 234

Best Available Copy

To: Page 16 of 46 2018-02-16 17:39:25 EST 12156062067 From. Kelly Eocleston
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HAL FAX CENTER

FEB l 6 2018

1N THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

ArtUnit : 3716 Customer No. 035811
Examiner : Pierre E. Elistia

Serial No. I 15/686,268 3 Docket No.1 GIL! 5-1.055C'ON-CON-CON

Filed 2 August 25,2017

Fi‘rst'Name‘d Inventor: Hirohiléo Atobe. Confirmation No; 5434
Title : STORAGE. MEDIUM STORING

I GAME PROGRAM, GAME

: PROCESSING METHOD, AND

2. [NFORMATI'ON PROCESSING
:' APPARATUS Dated: Februar '16. 2018  

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE. STATEMENT

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box [.450 .
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sin

The Applicant encloses Form PTO-14.49 together with a copy of two (2) listed non-US

publications. The documents ivere submitted with a Provisional Petition dated December 26,
2017, in a related case. The ddcumcnts are submitted under 37'C..F.R. §1.56 .and are beiieved to

be related to this application. 1

. Applicantcertifies thateach itemof information containedin the Information Disclosure
Statement was first citedm any communication from a foreign patent. office in a counterpart

foreign application not more than three months ago.

The Applicant respectfully requests 11131 this Supplemental, Information Disclosure

Statement be otfiei‘aliy' entered into the file: .Qflhis case andihal: appropriate notification. hematite

that it was considered bythe Eiiaminer.
" " -‘ ‘ “ " ' m“”“Respettfiill'ysubmitted, ‘

  
.3

' T.- Daniel Chiti’stenbury‘
Reg. No. 31,750

TDC/ke

(215) 656-33381

FAS'IW 115 Ha I N59. -t
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lNotice of Fee Due

15/686268 Date: 02/22/18

Fees are due for the application or document dated 02-16-18 The payment was not collectable for
the reason indicated below.

Note: If the fee due is for any of the filing fees, the surcharge for late payment of the filing
fees is now due as well.

D Insufficient payment by check or money order.

Cl No authorization to charge a deposit account.

D Invalid deposit account number.
 

 
User name not listed in deposit account 502719_ at (time).

Insufficient funds in deposit account at : (time).

Cl Insufficient payment by credit card.

 

 

CI Declined credit card : (time).

1814 $ 160.00

S

$

$

$

$

Amount in holding fee code: 1506 $

1622/2622 $

1206/2206 5

1999 $
 

$160.00
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RECEIVED
CENTRAL FAX CENTER

FEB 1 8 2018

FAX COVER SHEET

TO

COMPANY

FAX NUMBER 15712738300

FROM Kelly Eccleston
DATE 2018-02-16 17:38:16 EST

RE Filing for Serial No. 15/686,268

COVER MESSAGE

Please see the attached documents for filing in the USPTO.

Kelly Eccleston
Administrative Specialist
T +1 2155553367
F +1 215.606.2498
E kellyeccleslon@dlagiger.com

 
DLA Piper LLP(US)
One Liberty Place
1650 Market Street, Suite 4900
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-7300United States
www.dlagigr.com

WWW.EFAX.COM
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Attorney Docket No.: GII-lS-IOSSCON-CON-CON
In re Application of: Hirohiko Atobe
Serial No.: 15/686,268
Filed: August 25, 2017
For: STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION

PROCESSING APPARATUS

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

Sir:

A Response to the outstanding Official ActiOn in the above-identified application is enclosed, along with a Supplemental
Information Disclosure Statement with Form PTO-1449 and two (2) non—US publications and a Terminal Disclaimer.

El Small entity status of this application under 37 CFR §l.9 and §1.27 has been established.

El This is a Petition for an Extension of Time. for the pen'od noted below, as well as for any additional period
necessary to render this submission timely.

SMALL ENTITY OTHER THAN
SMALL ENTITY

‘I‘IME EXTENSION PETITION FEE " No. ofmonthis: __
Subtract time extension fee nrevious and No of month 3: ($0-_00
TOTAL EXTENSION FEE DUE

IE No additional fee is required.

CLAIM FEE CLAIM(S) HIGHEST EXTRA RATE ADD’L RATE ADD'L
REMAINING NUMBER CLAIM(S) CLAIM
AFTER ; PREVIOUSLY PRESENT FEE
AMENDMENT ' PAID FOR

 

x so= 1 $0.00

INDEPENDENT“MINUS g x 210= __ x $29: $9.00
_FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE CLAIM s + 39o= + 7so= so00

TOTAL ADDITIONAL CLAIM FEE DUE __ so00
TOTAL FEE DUE: $0.00

 
12] Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-2719 in the amount of SL611. This authorization is made in duplicate.

El The Commissioner is authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2719.

121 Any filing fees under 37 CFR § 1.16 for the presentation ofextra claims.

31 Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1.17.

Respectfully mhmiiTerL,

Date: Februaiy lgszfi T. Daniel Christenbury, Reg. No. 31,750 ,

TDC/ke

(215) 6563381

EAST“ 514226661
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PTOIAIAI26 (O-Hc)
Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0051

U.S. Patent and Trademark Oiflce; US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Pa -erwurk Reduction Act 011995. no ersons are re u-red to res no in a oolladlm of tnionnatlnn unless it dis lo a valid OMB control number.

TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A DOUBLE PATENTING MEI NUMDBI’ (Optional)
REJECTION OVER A “PRIOR" PATENT ell-15-1055CON-CONC0N

In re Application of: Hirohiko Aloha,

 
 

Application No.: 15/685368

Filed: August 25. 2017

r STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM. GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION PROCESSING
F°‘ APPARATUS

The applicant. GREE Inc. , owner of mg percent Interest In the instant application hereby
disclaims. except as provided below. the terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application which would extend
beyond the expiration date oi the full statutory term of prior patent No. 9 770.659 as the term oisald prior patent is presently
shortened by any terminal disclaimer. The applicant hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the instant application shall be enforceable
only for and during such period that It and the prior patent are commonly owned. This agreement runs with any patent granted on the instant
application and is binding upon the grantee. its successors or assigns.

In making the above disc! aimer. the applkznt does not disclaim the terminal part 0! the term oi any patent granted on the Instant application
that would extend to the expiration date of the full statutory term at the prior patent. 'as the term of said prior patent ls presentty shortened by
any terminal disclaimer." in the event that said prior patent later.

expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee:
is hold unenforceable;
Is {ound Invaiid by a court of competentjurisdiction;
ls statutorily dlsotalmed In whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321;
has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate:
is reissued: or
is in any manner terminated prior to the expiration oi its full statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer.

Check either mx 1 or 2 balow. tfappmpriate.

t. D The undersigned is the applicant. If the applicant is on assignee, the undersigned is authorized to act on behalf of the assignae.

i hereby acknowledge that any willful ialse statements mada aro punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 by fine «imprisonment of not more
than five (5) years, or both.

? [Z] The undersigned is an attomoy orogont oircoord. Reg. No. 31.750

Febmary 16. 2018
S gnature Date

T. Daniel Christonbury
Typed or printad name

Title Telephone Number

Terminal disdalmerreo under 37 CFR 1.20M] included.

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not
be included on this form. Provido credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

 
This collection o1 iniormatton I: required by 37 CFR 1321. The intonation is required to obtain or retain a bonalii by the public which is to tile (and by the USPTO
to process) on application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This ooilcction Is ostimated to take 12 minutes to complete.
Including gathering. preparing. and submitting Uta compiowd application loam to the USFTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments
on the amount or limo you require to complete th Is iarm andlor suggastions for reducing this burden. shouid be sent to the Chip! lnionnsuon Offbsr. U.S. Patent
and Trademark Oiiico. U.S. Department 01 Commerce, PO. Box 1450. Atomndrta, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THISADDRESS. SEND To: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450.

it you need assistance 'r completing the form. coil 1-800-PTO—9199 and select option 2.
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Attorney Docket No: Gil—I 5-l OSSCON-CON-CON
In re Appiication of: Himhiko Atobe
Sex iaI No.. 15/686,268

Filed: August 25, 2017
For: STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM GAME PROCESSING ME’IHOD, AND lNI-"‘ORMAIION

PROCESSING APPARATUS

Commissioner for Patents
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria. VA 223 l3—I4SO

Sir:

A Response to the outstanding, Official Action in the above-identified application is enclosed, along with a Supplemenlal
Information Disclosure Statement with Form [’10- I449 and two (2) non-US publications and a Terminal Disclaimer.

CI Small entity status of this application under 37 CFR §l.9 and §I.27 has been established.

[I This is a Petition for an Extension of Time for the period noted below, as well as for any additional period
necessary to render this submission: timely.

IE No additional fee is required. 3

| ; '— SITAALL ENTITY i OTHER THAN 1
l f I SMALL ENTITY j

_ TIME EXTENSION PETITION FEE 1. No. ofmonth(s): o w“ $0.00
Subtract time extension fee reviousl aid 5 No. ofmonth(s): 0 I [$0.00
TOTAL EXTENSION FEE DUE 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 5 HIGHEST EXTRA
§ NUMBER CLAIM(S)

PREVIOUSLY PRESENT

;, PAID FOR

CLAIM FEE CI.AIM(S)
REMAINING
AFTER
AMENDMENT

 

 
 

  
 

 
   

  

fl—m—s- x 80=
i 6 3-:x420=+390—

TOTAL ADDITIONAL CLAIM FEE DUE -[-_ so._..._.._..________.—.___.__.__._ 00
l 1 TOTAL FEE nus: so.on

 

    
 

El Please charge Deposit Account Noi 50-2719 in the amount of 5m. This authorization is made in duplicate.

El The Commissioner is authorized toicharge payment of the following fees associated with this
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2719.

IE Any filing fees under 37 Ci-‘R §I.l6 for the presentation of extra claims.

IE Any patent application probessing fees under 37 CFR §l . I 7.

: Respectfully submitted,

Date: February 16, 2m 8 T. Daniel Christenbury, Reg. No. 31,750

TDC/ke

(2l5) 656-338]
EAS‘R i 5 14226661
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To: Page 5 of 46 2018-0246 17:39:25 EST 12156062067 From: Kelly Eccleston

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (PL. 93-579) requlres that you be given certain information in connection
with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly,
pursuant to the requirements of the Act. please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the
collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary;
and (3) the principal purpose for which the Information is used by the us. Patent and Trademark
Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. if you do
not furnish the requested information. the us. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
process and/or examine your submission, which may result In termination of proceedings or
abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 5528). Records from
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether
disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use, in the course of
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate. or administrative tribunal. including disclosures to
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of
Congress submitting a request involving an individual. to whom the record pertains, when the
individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the
record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use. to a contractor of the
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974. as
amended. pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5523(m).

5. A record related to an international Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in
this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. to the international Bureau of the
World Intellectual Property Organization. pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use. to another federal
agency for purposes oi National Security review (35 U.SC.1m) and for review pursuant to
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. to the Administrator.
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as
part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management
practices and programs. under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose. and any other relevant (Le. GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not
be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. to the public after
either publication ofthe application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or Issuance of a patent
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed. subject to the limitations of 37
CFR 1.14. as a routine use. to the public if the record was filed in an application which
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an
Issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use. to a Federal, State.
or local law enforcement agency. if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential
violation of law or regulation.
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Document code: WFEE

United States Patent and Trademark Office

Sales Receipt for Accounting Date: 03/05/2018

JPROCTOR SALE #00000001 Mailroom Dt: 02/16/2018 502719 15686268
01 FC : 1814 160.00 DA
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PTO/SB/OG (09-11)
Approved for use through 1/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032

U 8 Patent and Trademark Office, U 8 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or DOCkeI Number Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 15/686,268 08/25/2017 D TO be Mailed

ENTITY: El LARGE I] SMALL El MICRO

APPLICATION AS FILED — PART I

(Column 1) (Column 2)

NUMBER ELED NUMBER Em RATE ($1 FEE (,5,

37CFR1.16a, b,or c

37CFR1.16’k (I) ortm

D EXAMINATION FEE

TOTAL CLAIMS _ ,
I37 CFR1.16(i)) manS 20 —
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS . *
I37 CFR1.16(h) ml0U83=

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(Gi) and 37

EIAPPLICATION SIZE FEE
(37 CFR1.16(S))

I] MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (s7 CFFI1.16(j))
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0" in column 2.

APPLICATION AS AMENDED — PART II

(Column 2) (Column 3)

CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER

02/16/2018 AFTER PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA ADDITIONAL FEE ($)AMENDMENT PAID FOR

Total (37 CFRI.16i I 
I:I Application Size Fee (37 CFR1.16(S))

AMENDMENI
D FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR1.16(j))

TOTAL ADD‘L FEE

(Column 3)

CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER

AFTER PREVIOUSLY
AMENDMENT PAID FOR

I.16ir
Independent * , ”W

D Application Size Fee (37 CFR1.16(S))

PRESENT EXTRA ADDITIONAL FEE ($)

AMENDMENT
D FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR1.16(j))

TOTAL ADD‘L FEE

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write ‘0" in column 3. LlE
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20". THUY TA
*“ If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3".
The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest numberfound in the appropriate box in column 1.

 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to Obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 114. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, Including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, US. Patent and Trademark Office, US.
Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800—PTO—9199 and select option 2.
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent under
Reexamination  

 
 

 Application Number

Document Code - DISQ Internal Document — DO NOT MAIL

TERMINAL

DISCLAIMER E APPROVED [I DISAPPROVED

This patent is subject
Date Filed : 2/16/18 to a Terminal

Disclaimer

15/686,268 ATOBE, HIROHIKO                              

Approved/Disapproved by:

jean proctor 
US. Patent and Trademark Office
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTNIENT OF CONEVIERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Addiess: COlVINIISSION'ER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450
Alexandria. Virginia 2231371430www.uspto.gov

 
NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

EXAlVIINER

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) ELISCA, PIERRE E
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650MARKETS1SUITE4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3716

DATE MAILED: 05/18/2018

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAIVIED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

15/686268 08/25/201 7 Hirohiko Atobe GII—15—1055CON-CON-CON 5434

TITLE OF INVENTION: STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GANIE PROCESSING lVIETHOD, AND INFORMATION PROCESSING
APPARATUS

 

APPIN TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSIIE FEE DIIE PIIEI IC ATION FEE DIIE PREV. PAID ISSITE FEE TOTAI FEE(S) DIIE DATE DIIE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUN TED $1000 $1000 08/20/2018
 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON TIIE MERITS IS CLOSED. TIIIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGIITS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAVVAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORlVI
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS1s shown as SMALL or MICRO verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUSIs the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscountcd fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entityfees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all conununications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980. It is
patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.

Page 1 of 3
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: M_ail Mail Stop ISSUE FEECommissioner for Patents
P.0. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or m (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCllONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
propriate. All further correspondence including the Patent advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
incated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1 by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" formaintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailin can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certi icate cannot be used for any other accompanying

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Uh: Block HUI any chime: of while») apers. Each additional paper such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
Eave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

7 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
35811 7590 05/18/“018 I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the Lnited

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) Séates Poistal Stfirvice with sufficient postage ggr first lglass mailbin an pnvelopiea dresse to e Mai Stop ISSUE FEE a ress a ove, or eing acsimi e
ONE LIBERTY PLACE transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273—2885, on the date indicated below.
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 . :
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

 
 

15/686268 08/25/2017 Hirohiko Atobe GIIel571055CONeCONeCON 5434

TITLE OF INVENTION: STORAGE NIEDIUTVI STORING GAME PROGRAM, GANIE PROCESSING 1VIETHOD, AND INFORMATION PROCESSING 
APPARATUS

APPLN TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PA ) ISSI E FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisiona] UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $1000 08/20/2018

 
   

 

EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUB CLASS

ELISCA, PIERRE E 3716 463-031000

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list

CFR L363) (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 1
3 Chan e of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR alternatively.
Addressoorm PTO/SB/ l 22) attached. 2(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a

registered attorney or agent) and the names of 11p to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed no name will be printed

3 ”Fee Address" indication (or ”Fee Address" Indication form
)TO/SB/47; Rev 03—02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

3. ASSIGNEj 1\AV1E AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

)LEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below. no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below. the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.
(A) NAME OP ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and S TATE OR COUNTRY)

w  
 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : D Individual D Corporation or other private group entity D Government

 
4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)

3 Issue Fee 3 A check is enclosed.

3 Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 3 Payment by credit card. Form PTO—2038 is attached.
3 Advance Order , # of Copies jThe director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credits anyoverpayment, to Deposit Account Nu 111ber (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

3 Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/ 15A and 15B), issuefee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

3 Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be takento be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.
 
3 Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or microentity status. as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 131 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

  

  

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

Page 2 of 3
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTNIENT OF CONEVIERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Addiess: COIVINIISSION'ER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 2231371430www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILENG DATE FIRST NAIVIED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
 

15/686,268 08/25/2017 Hirohiko Alobe GII—l5—1055CON-CON-CON 5434

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) ELISCA, PIERRE E
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3716

DATE MAILED: 05/18/2018

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation With the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the

requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See

Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer

providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to

provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant

approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent, and Will include the patent term adjustment on the

patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term

adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of

Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be

directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL—85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box

1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313—1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (PL. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of

Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s) 15/686,268 ATOBE, HIROHIKO

Notice ofAIIowability 353$; ELISCA 9;?!” giggfi'rst'memmmfi'ei
Yes
 

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL—85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. IX This communication is responsive to 2/16/2018.

El A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2. El An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. [Z The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-15. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPeredback@uspto.gov.

4. [Z Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:

a) [Z All b) [I Some *0) El None of the:

1. IX Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. I] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. El Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. El CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets") must be submitted.

El including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mai| Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the from (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR1.121(d).

6. El DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1. E Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/OB), 6. IX Examiner‘s Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mai| Date

3. El Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. I] Other .
of Biological Material

4. El Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mai| Date . 

/P|ERRE E. ELISCA/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716

 U 8 Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mai| Date
20180419
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Application/Control Number: 15/686,268 Page 2

Art Unit: 3716

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE

1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined

under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA.

2. This is an Examiner’s statement of reason for allowance.

3. Regarding the claimed terms, the Examiner notes that a “general term must be

understood in the context in which the inventor presents it." In re Glaug 283 F.3d 1335,

1340, 62 USPQ2d 1151, 1154 (Fed. Cir. 2002). Therefore the Examiner must interpret

the claimed terms as found on pages 1-31 of the specification. Clearly almost all the

general terms in the claims may have multiple meanings. So where a claim term “is

susceptible to various meanings, . . . the inventor’s lexicography must prevail . . . Id.

Using these definitions for the claims, the claimed invention was not reasonably found in

the prior art.

4. The closest prior art Fujioka, Kaname et al (US. PG Pub 2014/0221094 A1)

which discloses a game which makes it possible to display a small image for

recognizing a target object easily. This invention includes game space control unit for

generating a virtual game space. However, Fujioka singularly or in combination fails to

disclose the recited feature:

As per claims 1, 6, 7, 8, 14 and 15 “the control function further receives information

related to selection of a division in which the character indicated in the selected panels

is to be displayed as a moving character in a game display screen including one or
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Application/Control Number: 15/686,268 Page 3

Art Unit: 3716

more regions formed by the division, and transmits information for displaying the

character according to the information of motion associated with the panel stored in the

storage unit”..

EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT

5. Please amend claim 1 as follows:

Claim 1, line 14, delete “division.” , and add — division,

Claim 7, line 11, delete “division.” , and add — division,

Conclusion

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from

the Examiner should be directed to PIERRE E. ELISCA whose telephone number is

(571)272-6706. The Examiner can normally be reached on 6:00AM to 4:30PM, Monday

- Thursday. Hoteler.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video

conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an

interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request

(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner’s

supervisor, Dmitri Suhol can be reached on 571 272 4430. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Patent Owner Gree, Inc.

Exhibit 2004 - Page 201 of 234



Patent Owner Gree, Inc. 
Exhibit 2004 - Page 202 of 234

Application/Control Number: 15/686,268 Page 4

Art Unit: 3716

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/P|ERRE E. ELISCA/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716
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15/586258 ATOBE, HIROHIKO
Notice of References Cited
 

Examiner Art Unit

PIERRE E. ELISCA 3716

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Com.fj°;;’;‘_‘;“§m"ggmfig Code MM9$$W Name CPC Classification us Classification
* A 8-2014/0221094 A1 08-2014 Fujioka; Kaname A63F13/2145 463/31

-I__———

-I_———
II--_——
-_———
-_
-_
-_
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Page 1 of 1 
 

 

 
*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.
U 8 Patent and Trademark Office

PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20180419
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PD. Box 1450 ’
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
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publications. The documents {were submitted with a Provisional‘ Petition dated December 26,
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Statement was first citedin any communication from a feteign patent. affine in a counterpart
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GREE, InC., Tokyo, JAPAN;

INVENTORS

Hirohiko Atobe, Tokyo, JAPAN;
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ADDRESS
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ONE LIBERTY PLACE
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UNITED STATES DEPARTNIENT OF CONEVIERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Addiess: COlVINIISSION'ER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450
Alexandria. Virginia 2231371430www.uspto.gov

 
NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

EXAlVIINER

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) ELISCA, PIERRE E
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650MARKETS1SUITE4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3716

DATE MAILED: 05/18/2018

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAIVIED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

15/686268 08/25/201 7 Hirohiko Atobe GII—15—1055CON-CON-CON 5434

TITLE OF INVENTION: STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GANIE PROCESSING lVIETHOD, AND INFORMATION PROCESSING
APPARATUS

 

APPIN TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSIIE FEE DIIE PIIEI IC ATION FEE DIIE PREV. PAID ISSITE FEE TOTAI FEE(S) DIIE DATE DIIE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUN TED $1000 $1000 08/20/2018
 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON TIIE MERITS IS CLOSED. TIIIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGIITS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAVVAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORlVI
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS1s shown as SMALL or MICRO verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUSIs the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscountcd fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entityfees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all conununications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980. It is
patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: M_ail Mail Stop ISSUE FEECommissioner for Patents
P.0. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or m (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCllONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
propriate. All further correspondence including the Patent advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
incated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1 by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" formaintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailin can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certi icate cannot be used for any other accompanying

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Uh: Block HUI any chime: of while») apers. Each additional paper such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
Eave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

7 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
35811 7590 05/18/“018 I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the Lnited

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) Séates Poistal Stfirvice with sufficient postage ggr first lglass mailbin an pnvelopiea dresse to e Mai Stop ISSUE FEE a ress a ove, or eing acsimi e
ONE LIBERTY PLACE transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273—2885, on the date indicated below.
1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900 . :
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103
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EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUB CLASS

ELISCA, PIERRE E 3716 463-031000

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list

CFR L363) (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 1
3 Chan e of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR alternatively.
Addressoorm PTO/SB/ l 22) attached. 2(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a

registered attorney or agent) and the names of 11p to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed no name will be printed

3 ”Fee Address" indication (or ”Fee Address" Indication form
)TO/SB/47; Rev 03—02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

3. ASSIGNEj 1\AV1E AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

)LEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below. no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below. the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.
(A) NAME OP ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and S TATE OR COUNTRY)

w  
 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : D Individual D Corporation or other private group entity D Government

 
4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)

3 Issue Fee 3 A check is enclosed.

3 Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 3 Payment by credit card. Form PTO—2038 is attached.
3 Advance Order , # of Copies jThe director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credits anyoverpayment, to Deposit Account Nu 111ber (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

3 Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/ 15A and 15B), issuefee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

3 Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be takento be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.
 
3 Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or microentity status. as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 131 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

  

  

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTNIENT OF CONEVIERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Addiess: COIVINIISSION'ER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 2231371430www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILENG DATE FIRST NAIVIED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
 

15/686,268 08/25/2017 Hirohiko Alobe GII—l5—1055CON-CON-CON 5434

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US) ELISCA, PIERRE E
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 3716

DATE MAILED: 05/18/2018

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)

(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation With the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the

requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See

Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer

providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to

provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant

approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent, and Will include the patent term adjustment on the

patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term

adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of

Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be

directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL—85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box

1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313—1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (PL. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of

Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s) 15/686,268 ATOBE, HIROHIKO

Notice ofAIIowability 353$; ELISCA 9;?!” giggfi'rst'memmmfi'ei
Yes
 

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL—85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. IX This communication is responsive to 2/16/2018.

El A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2. El An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. [Z The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-15. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPeredback@uspto.gov.

4. [Z Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:

a) [Z All b) [I Some *0) El None of the:

1. IX Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. I] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. El Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. El CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets") must be submitted.

El including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mai| Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the from (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR1.121(d).

6. El DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1. E Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/OB), 6. IX Examiner‘s Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mai| Date

3. El Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. I] Other .
of Biological Material

4. El Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mai| Date . 

/P|ERRE E. ELISCA/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716

 U 8 Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mai| Date
20180419
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Application/Control Number: 15/686,268 Page 2

Art Unit: 3716

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE

1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined

under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA.

2. This is an Examiner’s statement of reason for allowance.

3. Regarding the claimed terms, the Examiner notes that a “general term must be

understood in the context in which the inventor presents it." In re Glaug 283 F.3d 1335,

1340, 62 USPQ2d 1151, 1154 (Fed. Cir. 2002). Therefore the Examiner must interpret

the claimed terms as found on pages 1-31 of the specification. Clearly almost all the

general terms in the claims may have multiple meanings. So where a claim term “is

susceptible to various meanings, . . . the inventor’s lexicography must prevail . . . Id.

Using these definitions for the claims, the claimed invention was not reasonably found in

the prior art.

4. The closest prior art Fujioka, Kaname et al (US. PG Pub 2014/0221094 A1)

which discloses a game which makes it possible to display a small image for

recognizing a target object easily. This invention includes game space control unit for

generating a virtual game space. However, Fujioka singularly or in combination fails to

disclose the recited feature:

As per claims 1, 6, 7, 8, 14 and 15 “the control function further receives information

related to selection of a division in which the character indicated in the selected panels

is to be displayed as a moving character in a game display screen including one or

Patent Owner Gree, Inc.
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Application/Control Number: 15/686,268 Page 3

Art Unit: 3716

more regions formed by the division, and transmits information for displaying the

character according to the information of motion associated with the panel stored in the

storage unit”..

EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT

5. Please amend claim 1 as follows:

Claim 1, line 14, delete “division.” , and add — division,

Claim 7, line 11, delete “division.” , and add — division,

Conclusion

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from

the Examiner should be directed to PIERRE E. ELISCA whose telephone number is

(571)272-6706. The Examiner can normally be reached on 6:00AM to 4:30PM, Monday

- Thursday. Hoteler.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video

conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an

interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request

(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner’s

supervisor, Dmitri Suhol can be reached on 571 272 4430. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 15/686,268 Page 4

Art Unit: 3716

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/P|ERRE E. ELISCA/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

15/586258 ATOBE, HIROHIKO
Notice of References Cited
 

Examiner Art Unit

PIERRE E. ELISCA 3716

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Com.fj°;;’;‘_‘;“§m"ggmfig Code MM9$$W Name CPC Classification us Classification
* A 8-2014/0221094 A1 08-2014 Fujioka; Kaname A63F13/2145 463/31

-I__———

-I_———
II--_——
-_———
-_
-_
-_
--—
-_

Page 1 of 1 
 

 

 
*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.
U 8 Patent and Trademark Office

PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20180419
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

Search Notes 15686268 ATOBE, HIROHIKO

IIIIIIIIIIII I I IIIIIIII I IIIIIIII Examiner Art UnitPIERRE E ELISCA 3716

CPC- SEARCHED

CPC COMBINATION SETS - SEARCHED

                          

 
 

 

 

Symbol ‘ Date ‘ Examiner 

US CLASSIFICATION SEARCHED

——~mm_-m_-m
4/19/2018

463 4/19/2018 P. E
463 34 4/19/2018 P. E

* See search history printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTES box below to determine

the scope of the search.

SEARCH NOTES

Search Notes mum
West Search 4/19/2018 PE

  

 
 

INTERFERENCE SEARCH
 

US Class/ US Subclass / CPC Group Examiner
CPC S mbol

463/ G07F 31/ 17/3211 4/19/2013
463/ A63F 34/ 13/08 4/19/2018 PE
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Page 1 of1

' UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OTETCE
LNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF CONIMEKCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
{de1655: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. BOA 1450
AICAHJldIIEL Vilginia. 22313-1450
www uspro gov

 
BIB DATA SHEET

CONFIRMATION NO. 5434

 
SERIAL NUMBER FILINSATIE 371 (C) GROUP ART UNIT ATTORNI‘TCY) DOCKET

15/686,268 08/25/2017 3716 GI -15-1055coN-CON-CuN

RULE

APPLICANTS

GREE, InC., Tokyo, JAPAN;

INVENTORS

Hirohiko Atobe, Tokyo, JAPAN;

** CONTINUING DATA *************************

This application is a CON of 15/391,123 12/27/2016 PAT 9770659
which is a CON of 15/253,964 09/01/2016 PAT 9636583
which is a CON of 14/291,358 05/30/2014 PAT 9457273

** FOREIGN APPLICATIONS ***********‘k‘k***‘k*‘k‘k‘k‘k*‘k‘k
JAPAN 2013-116039 05/31/2013
JAPAN 2013-268385 12/26/2013
JAPAN 2014—042491 03/05/2014

** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED **
08/30/2017

Foreign Prioriiy maimed Bra-s Cl No STATE OR SHEETS TOTAL INDEPENDENT
35 USC 119(a—d) conditions met BYeS D No D Met after COUNTRY DRAWINGS CLAIMS CLAIMSAllowance
Verified and /PIERRE E ELISCA/ PE

Acknowledged Examiner's Signature Initials JAPAN 1 2 I 5 6

ADDRESS

IP GROUP OF DLA PIPER LLP (US)
ONE LIBERTY PLACE

1650 MARKET ST, SUITE 4900
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103
UNITED STATES

TITLE

STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM, GAME PROCESSING METHOD, AND INFORMATION
PROCESSING APPARATUS

:I All Fees

31.16 Fees (Filing)
 

FEES: Authority has been given in PaperFILING FEE - -

RECEIVED No. to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 3 1-17 Fees (Process'ng EXt- 01 I'm)
for following: :l 1.18 Fees (Issue)

:l Other

:l Credit

 
BIB (Rev. 05/07).
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SERIAL NO.
1 5/686,268  

 
Form PTO-I449 US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE  
 
 
 GII—I 5-1055CON-CON-CON

APPLICANT
GREE, Inc.

  
 

 
 
 

  

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS CITED BY APPLICANT
(Use several sheaf: Urnecessary)

FILING DATE GROUP
AugusIZS, 2017 3716

[ES PATENT DOCUMENTS
DOCUMENT NUMBER 4 ‘ ‘ ‘ FILING DATE

1? APPROPRIATE

  

 
 
 
 
 

EXAMINER
INITIAL“

  

 

  
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

TRANSLATION

DATE COUNTRY CLASS SUBCLASS
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To: Page 16 of 48 2018-02-16 17:39:25 EST 12156062067 From: Kelly Eocleston

‘ FlECElVED
CENTRAL FAX CENTER

FEB l 6 2018

1N THE UNITEf) STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

{mum : 3716 Customer No. 035811
Examiner :_ Pierre E. Elistia

Serial N0. : 15/686,268 [ Docket No.1 GIL-15-1055C‘ON-CON-CON

Filed 2 August 25,2017

Fi‘rst'Namcd Inventor: Himhikh At'obe. Confirmation No.1 5434

Title : STORAGE- MED-IUM STORING
: GAME PROGRAM, GAME
: PROCESSING METHOD, AND
: INFORMATION PROCESSING

:- APPARA'I‘US- Dated: Fcbmar_ 16, 2013  

SUPPLEMENTAfL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Cammi's‘s'ioner fur Patents

PD. Box 1450 ’
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sin

The Applicant encloses: Form PTO-14.49 together with a copy of two (2) listed non-US

publications. The documents {were submitted with a Provisional‘ Petition dated December 26,
2017, in a related case. The defcumcnts are submitted under 37'C.F.R. §l.56 and are believed to

be Irelated to this application: :

_ Applicantcenilfics thateach itemof Information centamedin the Infomatwn Disclosure:
Statement was first citedin any communication from a feteign patent. affine in a counterpart

foreign application notmo'rc. than three months ago.

The Applicant respectfully requests that this Supplemwtal Infomat‘ibn Disclosure.
Statemcnt. be officially entered gimp the. file, .Qflh'is case andilhal: appropxiat: notificatim. be. :mad:
than”: was considered hy'the Eliamine'r.

-- -- ~ - “ m""“chspectfidlIy{submittadI ‘
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Issue Classification

Application/Control No.

15686268

Examiner

PIERRE E ELISCA

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

ATOBE, HIROHIKO

Art Unit
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A63F

AGSF

A63F

A63F

A63F

A63F

A63F

ABSF

A63F

(Assistam Examiner)
/P|ERRE E ELISCA/

 

PC

F 2014-09-02

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
2014-09-02

2014-09-02

2014-09-02

2014-09-02

2014-09-02

2013-01-01
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