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procstor (prok’tar) n. [ME, university officer < procuratour, procu-
rator] A:‘J’““SOG esp. of an examination or dormitory in a school.
—vt. -tored, -toreing, -tors To supervise (an examination). —procs
to’rieal (-tor’e-3l) adj. "toreship’ 7,

procstosscope (prok’ta-skdp’) n. [Gk. proktos, anus + -scopE.] An in-
strument for dilating and examining the rectum. —proc’to-scop’ic
(-skop”ik) adj. —procstos’co-py (-tos’ka-pé) n.

pro-cumebent (pro-kiim/bont) adj. [Lat. procumbens, procumbent-,
Pf-ﬂaﬁ- of procumbere, to bend down : pro-, forward + cumbere,
to lie down.] 1. Bot. Trailing on the ground <a procumbent vine>
2. Lying face down : PRONE.

proceusrastor (prok’ys-ra’ter) n. [ME procuratour < OFr. < Lat.
procurator < procurare, to take care of. —see PROCURE.] 1. An agent
with power of attorney. 2. A Roman official acting as a financial
agent of the emperor or as an administrator of a minor province.
—proc’usrasto’ri-al (-yar-a-tor/&-al) adj.

proscure (pro-kycor’, pra-) v. -cured, ~cur-ing, -cures [ME procuren <
OFt. procurer < Lat. procurare, to manage : pro-, for + curare, to
care for.] —vt. 1. Ta obtain : acquire. 2. To gring about : EFFECT
<procure a settlement of a strike> 3. To obtain for another (a per-
son) for sexual intercourse. —vi. To work as a procurer. —proecur’a.
ble adj. —pro~cur’ance, pro-cure’ment .

pro-cur-er (pro-kycor’sr, pra-) m. L One who procures <a procurer of
new executive talent> 2. PANDER 1.

pro-cur-ess (prd-kyoor‘is, pra-) #. A - woman who procures.

Pro«cy-on (pro’sé-on’) n. [Lat. < Gk. Prokuon : pro-, before + kuon,

#.] }: double star in the constellation Canis Minor.

.(irod) vt. prod-ded, prod-ding, prods [Orig. unknown.] I To poke
or jab, as with a pointed instrument. 2. To rouse to action : GOAD.
—n. L ’Sd';nﬁhms for prodding : GOAD. 2. An incitement : stimulus.

n.

eiegal (prod‘i-gol) adj. [Lat. prodigus < prodigere, to squander :
prod-, before (var. of pro-) + agere, tg‘n‘:lsrive.] L lfecklesslsquasteful
! EXTRAVAGANT. 2a. Profuse in giving. b. Exceedingly abundant. 3.
Profuse : lavish <prodigal praise> —n. One inclined to luxury or ex-
travagance. —prod‘isgalely adv.

prod-i-galeisty (prod’i-gil’i-té) n., pl. -ties 1. Extravagant wasteful-
ness. 2. Profuse genuoiig. 3. Extreme abundance.

pro-di-gious (pro-dij’as) adj. [Lat. prodigiousus < prodigium, omen.]

" 1. Awesomely great in size, force, or extent : ENORMOUS, 2. Extraor-
dinary : marvelous. 3. Ominous : portentous. —pro«di’gious-ly adv.
—pro-di’gious-ness 7. :

prodeiegy (prod’a-jé) n., pl. -gies [Lat. prodigium, omen.] 1. One with
remarkable talents or powers <a child prodigy> 2. An act or event
so remarkable or rare as to inspire wonder. 3. An omen.

pro-drome (pro’drom’) 1., pl. -dromes or -drosmasta (-dr6’ma-t3) [Fr.
< Gk. prodromos, precursor : pro-, forward + dromos, running.] A
symptom of the onset of a disease. —pro+dro’mal (-dr6’mal), pro+
drom’ic (-drom‘ik) adj.

pro-duce (pra-dos’, -dycos’, prd-) v. -duced, -duceing, -duc-es }Lat.
producere : pro-, forward + e, to lead.] —vt. 1. To bring forth
: YIELD. 2. To create by, physical or mental effort. 3. To manufac-
ture. 4. To give rise to. 5. To bring forward : EXHIBIT. 6. To sponsor
and present to the public <produce a musical revue>7.To extend (an
area or volume) or lengthen (a line). —vi. To ma_kc or yield the cus-
tomary product or products. —. (prod’Gos, pré’dgos) A product,
esp. farm products as a whole. —produc’isble adj.

proeduc-er (pra-do’sar, -dygo’-, pré-) n. 1. One that produces, esp.
one that manufactures or grows goods or services to sell. 2 One who
finances and supervises the production of public entertainment, as
a play. 3. A furnace for manufacturing producer gas. 4. Ecol. An au-
totrophic organism in an ecosystem. _—

producer gas n. A gas used as fuel, 7enerawd by passing air with steam
over burning coiae or coal to yield a combustible mixture of nitro-
gen, carbon monoxide, and hydrogen. )

producer goods or producers’ goods pl.n. Goods, as raw materials or
tools, for making consumer goods. .

producer price index 7. A comprehensive index of wholesale price
changes, often viewed as an indicator of future retail price changes.

prodeuct (prod’ake) n. [Lat. productum < p.part. of producere, to
bring forth. —see PRODUCE.] 1. Something produced by human or
mechanical effort or by a natural process. 2. A direct result : CON-
SEQUENCE. 3. Chem. A substance produced by a chemical change. 4.
Matbh. a. The result arrived at by performing multiplication. b. A sca-
lar product. ¢ A vector product.

pro-duc-tion (pra-diik’shan, prd-) #. 1. An act or process of produc-
ing. 2. Creation of value or wealth by producing goods and services.
3. Something produced : PRODUCT. 4. The total output, as of a com-
modity <increased production at the factory> 5a. A work of art or
literature. b. A work produced for the stage, screen, television, or ra-
dio. ¢. A staging or presentation of a theatrical work. —proe
duc’tion-al adj. ) ) .

pro-duc.tive (pra-diik’tiv, pr6-) adj. 1. Producing or able to produce.
2. Producing abundantly : FERTILE. 3. Yielding useful or favorable re-
sults 3 CONSTRUCTIVE <productive marketing ideas> 4. Of or in-

proctor m profile

volved in the creation of goods and services to produce wealth or
value. 5. Resulting in <investigations productive of discoveries>
—prosduc’tively adv. —pro’ducstiv’iety (pro’dik-tiv/i-té, prod’ak-),
pro-duc’/tivesness ».
pro-em (pro’ém’) n. [ME proheme < OFr. < Lat. prooemium < Gk.
prooirion, prelude : pro-, before + oimé, song.] A short introduc-
tion : PREFACE. —proee/misal (pro-é/me-l, -ém’e-) adj.
prosensIyme (pro-én’zim’) n. Zymogen.
proses«trus (pro-es’tras) n. The period of preparation for pregnancy
immediately preceding estrus in female mammals.
prof (prof) n. Informal. A professor.
pro-famei-ly (pr6-fam’s-l¢, -fim’l€) n, Favoring or supporting values
held to promote traditional family life, typically values identified
with social conservatism.
pro-fane (pro-fan’, pra-) adj. [ME prophane < OFr. < Lat. profanus
: pro-, before + fanum, temple.] 1. Showing irreverence or contcmgf
toward God or sacred things : BLASPHEMOUS. 2. Nonreligious in su
ject matter, form, or use. 3. Not initiated into the mysteries of ritual.
4. Coarse : vulgar. —ut. -faned, -faneing, -fanes 1. To treat irreverently.
2. To put to an improper, unworthy, or degrading use : ABUSE.
"asna’tion (prof’o-na’shan) n. —proefan’asto’ry (pro-fan’s-
tér'¢, pra-) adj. —prosfane’ly adv. —pro«fane/ness »n. —pro«fan’er n.
< Synoyms: PROFANE, LAY, SECULAR, TEMPORAL, WORLDLY adj.
core meaning : not religious in subject matter, form, or use <sacred
and profane music> anfoaym: SACRED
proefancisty (pro-fin/i-té, pro-) n., pl. -ties 1. The quality or state of be-
ing profane. 2a. Abusive, vulgar, or irreverent language. b. Use of
abusive, vulgar, or irreverent language.
prosfess (pra-fés’, pro-) v. -fessed, -fesseing, -fessees [Lat. profiteri,
profess- : pro-, forth + fateri, 1o acknowledge.] —vt. 1. To affirm
openly : DECLARE <professed my ignorance> 2. To make a pretense
of <“. .. professed to despise everything that had happened since
1850” —Louis Auchincloss> 3. To claim skill in or knowledge of
<profess pharmacy> 4. To teach {a subject) as a professor. 5. To af-
firm belief in <profess Hinduism> 6. To receive into a religious or-
der. —vi. 1. To make an open affirmation. 2. To take the vows of a
religious order. —pro-fess’edsly (-f&s’id-I¢) adv. .
pro-fesssion (pra-fésh’sn) n. [ME, vow made on entering a religious
order < OFr. < Lat. professio, declaration < profiteri, to declare.
—see PROFESS.] 1a. A career or occupation. b. An occupation such as
law that requires considerable training and specialized study. 2. The
body of qualified persons of a specific occupation or field. 3. An act
or instance of prog:ssing ! DECLARATION. 4. Acknowledgment of re-
ligious faith.
pro-feseSioneal (pra-fésh’a-nal) adj. 1. Of, relating to, engaged in, or
appropriate for a profession. 2. Engaged in a specific activity as a
means of livelihood : CAREER <a pr?’essiorm musician> 3. Per-
formed by persons receiving pay <professional soccer> #a. Possess-
inﬁl great skill or experience in a field or activity. b. Informal.
Behaving in such a way as to appear professional <a professional
grouch> —n. 1. One following a profession. 2. One who makes a liv-
ing as an athlete. 3. One with assured competence in a field. —pro«
fes’sion-alely adv.
pro-fessionsaleism (pra-fésh’s-na-liz’am) n. 1. Professional status,
methods, character, or standards. 2. Use of professional players in
organized athletics.
prosfes«sion-al-ize (pra-fésh’s-na-liz’) vt. -ized, -iz-ing, -iz-es To make
professional. —pra-fes’sionealei+za’tion 7.
pro«fesesor (pra-fés’ar) n. [ME professour < Lat. professor < profiteri,
to profess.] 1a. A teacher of the highest rank in an institution of
higicr learning. b. A teacher : instructor. 2. One who professes.
ro’feseso’rleal (pro’fi-sor’é-al, prof'i-) adj. —pro’'feseso’risalely
ady. —proefes’soreship’ n.
pro«fesesoeri-ate or pro«fesssoerisat (pro’fi-sor’é-at, -at’, prof’i-) n. 1
The office or rank of a professor. 2. University and college profes-
sors as a group.
prof.fer ﬁpr&f' ar) vt. -fered, -fersing, -fers [ME profren < OFr. poroffrir
: por-, forth (< Lat. pro-) + offrir, to offer < Lat. offerre. —see OF-
rER.] To offer : tender. —prof’fer . —prof/fereer .
pro«fiscient (pra-fish’ant) adj. [Lat. proficiens, proficient-, pt.part. of
proficere, to advance. —see PROFIT.] Performing in a given art, skill,
or branch of learning with correctness and facility. —n. An expert.
—pro-fi’cienscy (pra-fish’on-sé) n. —prosfi‘cientely adv.
prosfile (pro/fil’) n. [Obs. Ital. profilo < profilare, to draw in outline
: pro-, fgrward (< Lat.) + filare, to draw a line < LLat., to spin < Lat.
ﬁfum, thread.] 1a. A side view of an object or structure, esp. of a hu-
man head. b. A representation of an object or structure seen from
the side. 2. An outline of an object. 3. A biographical essay present-
ing the subject's most remarkable characteristics and accomplish-
ments. 4 A set of characteristics that identify or are thought to
idemifr a particular type of person <a profile of the thief> 5. A graph
or table representing numerically the extent to which a person or
thing shows various tested features <a corporation profile> —ut.
~filed, -fil+ing, -files To draw or produce a profile of.
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