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a2y Patent Application Publication o) Pub. No.: US 2013/0067759 A1

Murray et al. 43) Pub. Date: Mar. 21,2013
(54) TAPE RULE BLADE WITH VARIABLE (52) US.CL
THICKNESS COATING USPC e, 337761
(57) ABSTRACT
(75) Inventors: John C. Murray, Canton, CT (US); . .
b A tape rule assembly includes a housing; a reel rotatably
John Delneo, Middlctown, CT (US) - . :
mounted in the housing; an elongated blade wound on the reel
(73) Assignee: STANLEY BLACK & DECKER, and'exten(iable thrpugh an opening in the housing, the b!e}de
INC.. New Britain. CT (US having a distal end; a hook connected to the blade at the distal
- INeW britain, Us) end; and a coil spring within the housing and configured to
) rotate the reel in the housing in a direction to wind up the
(21)  Appl. No.: 13/238,792 blade. The clongated blade has a coating provided on at least
) one side thereof. The coating has a first thickness at a first
(22) Filed: Sep. 21, 2011 portion proximate the distal end, a second thickness at a
second portion of the blade that is rearward to the first portion
Publication Classification and a third thickness at a third portion of the blade that is
rearward of the second portion. The second thickness is less
(51) Imt.CL than the first thickness and the third thickness is less than the
GO1B 3/10 (2006.01) second thickness.
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